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If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians
Welcome back to Silver Tree for the start of 2016. There have been a number of
changes to staff and a few interesting and exciting developments in terms of the
school buildings and facilities. Firstly, new staff for this year are Kate Southall our new
Class One teacher and Class One Education Assistant Alison Anthoni. Marion Faassen
has joined our school as the Games teacher and Karen Brown has been employed as
the Garden and Environmental Coordinator for Silver Tree (Fiona Blackham will
continue as the school gardener). We are also in the process of finalising the Class Four
team teacher for Fridays and the Class Four Education Assistant.
A wonderful development just before the end of the school 2015 year was the sand
and infrastructure being put into place for the oval on the south side of the school.
This will be a great addition to Silver Tree in time and much will need to be done to
complete the project in the months to come. I would like to thank Marijanna Smith
and her brother Anthony for the sand and works that have needed to be done to begin
to oval project. Another addition to the school buildings this year will be the
construction of a new classroom between Class 4 and the top 5/6 classroom, this has
been made possible with the introduction of the Building Levy incorporated in schools
fees.
It was incredibly wonderful and emotional to witness our Class 1 children begin their
primary school journey on Monday morning with the rest of the primary school classes
welcoming them at assembly. It is an exciting time for the children and we wish them
and their teachers every blessing for the years to come.
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I will leave you with two quotes about Steiner Education that I found particularly
inspirational in my reading as we begin the 2016 journey together at Silver Tree.
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“The Waldorf (Steiner) art of teaching was intended to help teachers respond to the
vivacity of childhood so that even when learning becomes difficult, a lively joy infused
in the process leaves young people with a sense of engagement and commitment to
life. This is the exact opposite of education which is geared according to theoretical,
bureaucratic or political fashion. Politicised education inevitably gravitates towards
‘teaching to the test’, followed by its dubious consort, ‘payment by results’. It clothes
children in oversized adult garb rather than materials tailored to their needs as they
mature and take on greater responsibilities.”
Rudolf Steiner’s Curriculum for Waldorf-Steiner Schools - Introduction to the
Fifth English Edition. Kevin Aviston

Classifieds

Bank Details for Payment Bendigo
Bank BSB: 633 000 A/C #:137 169 512
Donations to the Building Fund - Tax
Deductible
Bendigo Bank BSB: 633 000 A/C #:
140 071 069

“I am incredibly thankful to Steiner education for the experience, personal strengths, values and
knowledge I was encouraged to develop. A common question from parents considering Steiner
education, “Will my child still reach similar academic outcomes and cope in a mainstream
environment?” I believe the answer is, “Absolutely”. I can attest to the fact that many
individuals who completed their primary years at a Steiner school went on to excel and surpass
their peers in whatever their chosen area of interest – be it Chemistry, Physics, Maths,
Economics, Music, Art or English.”
Chahaya Gauci. Attended Monash University medical school (graduated 2013) and began

Administrator cont…

Chahaya Gauci. Attended Monash University medical school (graduated 2013)
and began work as a doctor at St George hospital

Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator
___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL

___________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Child of Light, all that you’ve given I won’t forget;
I’ll work each day to build for you a special place
And in my heart prepare a sacred space.
My striving sometimes fails – and yet
I grow a little every day,
And journey further on my way.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Welcome back everyone. We would like to welcome all our new families to the Early Childhood Family at Silver Tree.
It was lovely to see you all at the picnic this morning. It was especially beautiful to see new families connecting with
the whole community. In one kindergarten there was a lovely ‘dad’s circle’ happening down one end of the playground,
while big groups of mums and babies spread out on the grass. How lucky to have a cool first day of term! By the time
11 o’clock came and it was time to go home most of the children were off playing with their friends, new and old, in
the gardens.
In fact the children were having so much fun that two very excited and very tiny teddy bears from Lilly Pilly went off
on adventure, possibly with one of the Lilly Pilly children, and then when all the children left we couldn’t find them.
We expect that by now they will want to sleep back in their own bed, so if you do notice them sadly looking for their
bed at your house, please help them find their way back to school. They were just settling into the doll’s house after
moving from Kenya and will be keen to return to their new home!
KINDERGRATEN PARENT MEETINGS - Thursday 11th February at 12.30 p.m.
As we mentioned in our welcome letter, we are trying out a different time of day for our Parent Meeting this term.
We plan to hold three separate meetings in our own kindergartens, so that families can connect again with each other.
Please bring a picnic lunch for your child. The Assistants will care for the children outside, and supervise the picnic,
whilst the adults are inside for the meeting. We ask that at least one parent from every family be at the meeting.
The children will probably manage to stay outside alone for a fairly short time, so it is important that we begin these
meetings on time if we are not to feel rushed. We have lots to cover and would like to have
time to share a fun activity as well.
BUSY BEE
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to all the amazing families who worked through
the thunderstorm on Saturday at the first Busy Bee of the year to transform the school with
mulch, amongst other things. There were over 39 adults working at the school that day and
many of them came from Early Childhood. Thank you all so much. We are truly blessed to
have such committed and hard working families at our school. A special thank you must go
to Mee Cheng for providing nutritious and absolutely delicious food for all who came. It
was a truly remarkable achievement. Thank you all.
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Early Childhood Chatter cont…
If you have any questions about anything in this newsletter or about the Early Childhood programme, please ask your
teacher. In the mornings we are very busy with the children, so if it needs more than a quick answer please make a
time to see us. Appointments can be made in the office.
Paddy, Sheoaka and Jo – Kindergarten Teachers

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
Craft group restarts Monday's 9-11am in Acacia Cottage. Bring your own craft for our first session.
Debbie 0413153071

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________

Strength-Based Learning in Waldorf Schools
When your child struggles with math, but excels at violin, do you interrupt the extra-long violin practice to drill through
a math worksheet?
The question of whether to focus on gifts or work on deficits is not just a question for parents. It is also a daily concern
of teachers. The dominant paradigm in education today purports that success requires college, and college requires a
measurable set of abilities in key subjects. Students lacking in said subjects must focus on those weaknesses or else
they will not succeed.
Those supporting strength-based teaching tie success to excellence in any of its varied academic, and non-academic,
forms. The theory behind strength-based teaching purports that focusing on a deficit simply brings a skill level to
average, but never inspires excellence. Excellence is cultivated from strengths. And excellence, and the deep
motivation to achieve it, is what students really need to succeed.

The Science
So, is strength-based instruction really the better approach? Scientists don’t yet know as it has not been widely
adopted or studied in education. The concept was still just emerging at the turn of the 21st century. But the experts
are already calling for its integration into classrooms due to its successful implementation in social services. According
to this Lakehead University Study, “The strengths perspective within social work (Glicken, 2004; Saleebey, 1997, 2008)
eschews the deficit-based traditions of medical model orientations and has emerged as a credible framework for aiding
children and their families in addressing life challenges (Tedeschi & Kilmer, 2005).” Of course, Waldorf educators have
been using strength-based teaching for over a century with impressive results.

Waldorf Education and Strength Teaching
Waldorf educators, their classrooms and schools are ideally aligned with the strength-based teaching paradigm.
Waldorf schools were created specifically to bring the gifts out in each child through multidisciplinary teaching and a
deep personal understanding of the student. Rudolf Steiner believed that every student had within them a potential
to change the world in a positive way.
“Waldorf Education is not a pedagogical system but an art – the art of awakening what is actually there within the
human being” – Rudolf Steiner
What is already there, in each student, is an intrinsic curiosity and a motivation to learn more about the world around
them. Motivation, however, is rarely flourishing within a place of deficit. All people are motivated to learn what most
interests them and to excel. If bringing deficits to averages is the educational paradigm within a school, it neglects the
student’s primary motivation and fails to engage their hearts’ and minds’ natural curiosities.
http://www.waldorftoday.com/2015/10/strength-based-learning-in-waldorf-schools/

Page 3

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
December Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings
A big thank you to all who helped cook and sell sausages at this school fundraiser. It was a very hot day, and just 2 days
after Christmas, so getting such a willing and enthusiastic team to work was wonderful.
We raised just shy of $2000. I have 200 cans of soft drink left, and when we liquidate those the net profit will be $2100!
If anyone wants to buy 200 soft drink cans for $100 negotiable (for your workplace) the proceeds will go to P&F.
Contact Toby 0410 773 880

Ice-cream Wednesdays
ORGANIC pure fruit ice-creams will be made again on Wednesdays at lunchtime for the remainder of summer.
They are puree’d frozen mixed berries and frozen bananas. NOTHING ELSE! The children love these, so if
possible start sending your child to school with money on Wednesdays. They are $2.50 each, and are served
in a 175ml biodegradable cup. All proceeds go to the P&F.

Silver Tree Bush Dance
The Silver Tree Bush Dance is being held at 5pm Saturday 27 February. This is the first school event of the year and is
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and have fun with our school community.
Families new to Silver Tree are especially welcome and encouraged to come along as are play group and mothers group
families.
A BBQ dinner (gluten & preservative free sausages) with salads will be provided. Yummy vegetarian option too! The
Num Guts bush band will be providing entertainment and opportunities for dancing.
Tickets on sale soon... $10 adults
$5 children 12 years +
children 11 years and under are free
A food roster is coming out over the next two weeks. As for previous years all classes will be asked to make a
contribution to ensure the bush dance is a roaring success.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you to our PALS!
Silver Tree was fortunate once again to be the successful recipient of another PALS grant of $825 for 2015. PALS stands
for Partnership, Acceptance, Learning and Sharing; which we continue strive to achieve at Silver Tree.
The grant money has been used to expand the bush tucker grant and to make copies of two books created by our very
own students Shelly Jarred and Adeline Crowther, so students from Silver Tree, Perth Waldorf School and visitors to
the Mundaring Library can enjoy these beautiful aboriginal myths, as retold and illustrated by Shelley and Adeline as
part of their Aboriginal Studies main lesson in 2014.
Well done to both Shelley and Adeline for designing and creating something we will all treasure and thank you for
allowing us to share your stories with others so your hard work can be truly appreciated. These books are on display
in the office and will be available in the longer term from our school community library.
In 2013 parents designed and built a raised garden bed in the shape of the Wagyl (rainbow serpent). Local endemic
species of bush tucker plants having nutritional, medicinal and/or cultural significance to aboriginal people were
planted and interpretative signage describing the aboriginal name and use of each plant developed.
Our bush tucker plants have grown and are beginning to produce fruit in some cases however the GEMC wanted to
increase the diversity of species we were growing and needed to retic the garden so watering was less time consuming
and more efficient.
Special thanks go to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs for funding this project
once again and to our wonderful gardener and GEMC member, Fiona Blackham, for
volunteering her time to source and install the retic, and for ordering and
babysitting our new bush tucker plant species, which will be planted when the earth
cools down.
Bronwyn Scallan (GEMC member).

_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

THE YOUNG CHILD
Working with children from birth to three
The Young Child will look at the development and care of children from birth to three years. The course will provide a
depth of understanding and a practical foundation for those wishing to work with young children in home based child
care, play groups, pre-schools and centre based child care, particularly those interested in working in Steiner early
childhood settings as well as parents of young children.
This course gains credits in the Certificate in Rudolf Steiner Early Childhood Education.
Topics include: Child development - gross and fine motor development - speech and thinking - play and imagination –
caring for the senses - nutrition and food preparation - infant care - rhythms in the life of young children - setting up
indoor and outdoor environments - craft-making and home-making activities – singing – storytelling - puppetry - felt
making - celebration of festivals - self-development
COORDINATOR: Jenny Hill
WHERE: Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Dr, Bibra Lake
WHEN: 8 Saturdays per term for two terms, 9.30 - 2pm plus One 5 Day Intensive 11 - 15 July 2016
STARTS: February 13th 2016
Visit www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au for more information or phone Jenny Hill 0432 735 744 or email Jenny Hill
jennyhill@iinet.net.au
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Courses/Workshops/Events cont…
ART=LIFE
Rudolf Steiner College presents in 2016

ART=LIFE
This course is a response to Rudolf Steiner’s call to every person to become an artist of life. Experienced tutors will
lead you on a life-enhancing journey where you will meet with some of the greatest artworks of the world and develop
your own artistic capacity in the process. No previous experience is needed as you will be guided in Colour Work,
Movement, Acting Skills, Goethean Conversation, Voice Work, Meditative Inquiry and the interpretation of visual
images. The course will culminate in a performance of Shakespeare’s masterpiece, The Tempest.
The course offers an accessible entry point to Steiner’s ideas through encountering
the spiritual in the arts. It is ideal for teachers, parents and indeed anyone who wishes
to make 2016 an extraordinary journey of personal growth.
Tutors: Lucy Ridsdale, Dale Irving, Sharon Clifford, Horst Kornberger and Jennifer
Kornberger and Tom Muller
4.40 pm to 8.30 pm Wednesdays during term time for the first three terms of 2016 at
Perth Waldorf School
By partaking in this course students gain credits in the Foundation Studies component
of the Diploma of Steiner Education.
Free Introductory Talk: How art can change your life by Horst Kornberger
7pm, Wednesday 3 February 2016, Seekers Place, PWS.
Information: www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

SOCCER REGISTER

GIRLS’ BRIGADE
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Classifieds cont…
EYECARE PLUS OPTOMETRISTS

GLEN FORREST
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Did you know?
Over 60% of the brain is involved in vision. And 80% of learning uses visual processing.
Comprehensive eye exams are highly recommended for all children.
Our services include:
Children’s eye exams, infant on up
Visual perceptual testing for learning delays
Safety and sports eyewear
Contact lenses
Quality eyewear and professional service
Please ring us on 9298 9992 for any enquiries or bookings (next to Glen Forrest Bakery,
across from IGA). We look forward to seeing you!
Dr. Kristin Larson, Optometrist
Member Australasian College of Behavioural Optometrists
eyecareplus.com.au/glenforrest Find us on Facebook

FREE FAMILY EVENT
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2016
Term 1
Week 1

Monday
1st Feb
First Day of
School

Tuesday
2nd Feb

Wednesday
3rd Feb

Thursday
4th Feb
Faculty
Meeting

Friday
5th Feb

Saturday
6th Feb

Sunday
7th Feb

Week 2

8th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

9th Feb
Class 5/6
Parent Meet
6.30pm

10th Feb

12th Feb

13th Feb

14th Feb

15th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

16th Feb

17th Feb
Class 1 parent
Evening
6.30pm

11th Feb
EC Parent
night
lunchtime.
Class 2
parent
meet 6pm.
Faculty
Meet.
18th Feb
All Staff
Meeting

20th Feb

21st Feb

Week 4

22nd Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

23rd Feb
Class 3
Parent
Meeting 6pm

24th Feb

25th Feb
Faculty
Meet

19th Feb
PAD
Meeting
7.00pm8.00pm
26th Feb

27th Feb

28th Feb

Week 5

29th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

1st March

2nd March

4th March
Mid-term
break

5th March

6th March
P&F SWAP
MEET

Week 6

7th March
Mid-term
break
Labour Day
Public Hol
14th March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

8th March

9th March

3rd March
Faculty
Meeting
School
Tour
10th March
Faculty
Meeting

11th March

12th March

13th March

15th March

16th March

17th March
All Staff
Meeting

19th March

20th March

24th March
EC Easter
Festival
11.15
Primary
Fest TBA
Time
Faculty
Meet
31st March
School
Tour

18th March
Curriculum
Journey
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm
25th March
Easter
Friday

26th March
Easter
Saturday

27th March
Easter
Sunday

1st April

2nd April

3rd April

8th April
Last day of
Term 1.
Camp

9th April

10th April

Week 3

Week 7

Week 8

21st March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

22nd March

23rd March

Week 9

28th March
Easter
Monday

29th March
Easter
Tuesday

30th March

Week 10

4th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

5th April
Class 5/6
Camp

6th April
Class 5/6
Camp
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7th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Faculty
Meet.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th April
2014. Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April.

