Wednesday 10th February 2016
Edition 416

Early Childhood Parent Night
Thursday 11th February 7:30pm
Class 2 Pathfinders Parent
meeting
Thursday 11th February 6.00pm
Class 1 Parent meeting
Wednesday 17th February 6:30pm
Class 3 Alchemists Parent meeting
Tuesday 23rd February 6.00pm
Bush Dance
Saturday 27th February 2016

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development and Enrolments:
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.

School Tour
Thursday 3rd March 9.00am

Dear Parents and Guardians

Mid Term Break
Friday 4th March and Monday 7th
March
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This week has certainly been a trying one so far with the extreme weather conditions.
The process the school will follow is that it will remain open and operational all week
unless a Catastrophic Fire Alert is announced for the area. If this is been announced
by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services the school will not open and you
will be notified.
For the week’s prolonged high temperatures the school recommends that children
take plenty of fluids, they play in shaded areas or stay in classrooms and come to
school in suitable attire. Schools do not automatically close after 3 consecutive days
of 40 degree plus temperatures. If your children feel sick or are unwell, by all means
keep them home, however, an absentee note must be sent to school as is the normal
procedure.
It was wonderful to see the kindergarten children playing in their various playgrounds
at the beginning of last week. The kindy playgrounds are looking fantastic and are a
perfect place for our children to enjoy and learn. I know that I always feel better after
spending time outdoors, whether getting out for an hour in a park, beach or a wooded
area.
I am excited by data and evidence that shows that our intuition about the health
benefits of getting outdoors in nature is correct. Research strongly supports the link
between healthy child development and time spent in nature. Dr. Frances E (Ming)
Kuo is an expert on the issue and has undertaken research investigating positive
impacts of schoolyard environments on students’ academic achievement, as well as
how residential environments can support active living among older adults. This work
is very beneficial in telling us what priority to place on greening our school yards and
wider communities.
Playgrounds are built to ensure safety, good policy and money well spent, often by
committees of educators and parents to provide play spaces in urban environments.
At times children don’t want to play it safe – they want to climb up the slide, hide in
the bushes beside a structure, pile up the sand and wood chips underneath it, or divert
trickling water. Outdoor play spaces that contain materials that children could
manipulate such as sand, water, mud, plants, pathways and other loose parts offer
more developmental and play opportunities than spaces without these elements.
Children need to get out in nature and explore their environments in their own way
with less adult interference. In trying to ensure our children are safe, we may be doing
a disservice to them by protecting them from the wonder, creativity and selfsufficiency that comes from trial and error.
Time outdoors is time well spent! So whether it’s a walk in the forest, building a sand
castle or watching the trickle of water off of a leaf, get out there and get healthy.

Administrator cont…

Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

Myself in my aloneness I must feel.
What if I did not love? Then would there be
No bridge to others. I would live in fear.
Love leads me out to flowers, star and tree,
To rushing river and to people dear;
If I am lonely, only love has power to heal.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Thursday 11th February Parent Meetings Time Change
We are sorry that the current heat wave has forced us to curtail our experiment of changing the time of a parent
meeting. With temperatures as high as are forecast it would simply not have been practical to aim to care for children
OUTSIDE in the middle of the day.
Please note the new time is 7.30 p.m. on the same day, Thursday 11th Feb.
We chose this late time as there is already a parent night for the Pathfinders and we thought it best for families with
children in both classes to move on from one parent night immediately to the next rather than to have to choose which
one to attend. We thank you for your patience, and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the meetings.
In spite of the heat, the first day for the Woylies went very smoothly. Many of the Woylies were surprisingly confident,
were able to stay at kindergarten alone quite happily and enjoy themselves as they did so. Some even continued to
Kindy Care. What a huge adventure for their first day at school! In fact all the children coped well with the topsy turvey
nature of the day. May the rest of the week run as smoothly.
Last Friday some of the Rainbow children also had their first experience of going to another Kindergarten for the
morning. Jo and Paddy were there to help them take the walk across and introduce them to Sheoaka. The Marri
children were thrilled to share their kindergarten with their new friends. Very quickly “Rainbow day” will become a
cherished and much looked forward to part of the week.
Thank you all for bringing in named hats and changes of clothes, for signing up on the Kitchen Fairy roster, helping out
with watering at drop off and leaving promptly if you know that your children are comfortable at kindergarten. It allows
us to focus on the children who really need our support as they settle in.
Flowers of any kind, even just greenery, are always welcome at kindergarten and make the room look so much more
homely and welcoming. Thank you for supporting us.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS
Light Keepers next Class Meeting to be held on
Tuesday 2nd March at 6pm.

URGENTLY REQUIRED ROUND TABLE
Kaye in our Balanced Learning area would love a round table, in good condition, approximately 1 metre in diameter
for use in her Yurt. Please contact Kaye by visiting her in her Yurt, or through the office, if you think you have something
suitable you would be willing to donate or sell at a good price.

KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS
Hail to thee O Ra!
Thou perfect and eternal one
Great Hawk that fliest with the rising sun
Between the turquoise sycamores thou, rises young forever
Ah, Ancient Egypt! What a stirring and evocative main lesson in which to enter the new school year. After only a little
more than a week at school and listening to the wonderful story of 'Isis and Osiris', we have begun writing wonderful
accounts of this tale, from different perspectives. I've included two writing pieces below, so you can get a sense of the
rich language being used by the children. Our room is filled with colourful drawings of the river Nile and haunting
Egyptian melodies, featuring our new recorder note G# fill our new light filled room each morning. We have baked
Egyptian spiral pastries during cooking lessons and made Egyptian clay boats to glaze and fire. Our hearts and minds
are fresh and eager for rich learning experiences, though it must be said, our physical bodies are at times wilting from
the intense summer heat.
Anna Brindal
Isis: First person perspective by Claudia Srdarov
Set, my husband’s brother is evil. I can tell that something bad is going to happen tonight. First of all, Set fought our
kingdom all these years and now he wants to be friends with my husband Osiris. I will never trust him! He’s coming
over soon to have a dinner banquet and Osiris wants to be friends with him. I walk up to my room. I have decided not
to have dinner with them or join the banquet. I hear laughter and talking. Set has brought seventy-two servants with
him. I try to sleep, but it’s impossible. Finally, I get up and put my ear to the door. It is silent. Oh no! I run to the window
and at that moment I see soldiers throwing a box into the river. I see a light rise from the box and know it is the spirit
of Osiris. I have to think quickly. I change myself into a swallow and fly away, just in time.
Osiris: First person perspective by Kael Lottering
I’ve just received word from my messengers that Set my brother, would like to meet at my palace. I thought that it
would be wonderful to meet in peace after all of these years of conflict. I said to him, ‘Yes, come’. I went and told my
wife Isis that she should come to the banquet, for Set wanted to make peace. But she said she sensed something bad,
very bad, was going to happen.
‘No, I will not come until the banquet is over’, she said. I met my brother Set at the banquet and he said that he had
an amazing chest and that he would give it to the person who fitted in the chest perfectly. Everyone tried but nobody
fitted into the chest until I tried. It fit perfectly! I was thinking to myself that I would have a beautiful new chest to
keep, when suddenly Set shut the lid and bolted it shut.
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KOORRDJEENANGIN NEWS cont…..

Ancient Egypt – Osiris

Cooking Lesson Groups

Cooking lesson groups

Egyptian spiral pastries

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
Dental Therapy Van
The Dental Therapy Van is now open and operational. We are open from 8am-4pm, Monday through Friday (barring
any closures for meetings, public holidays etc). We do offer school holiday appointments which can be requested by
parents if preferred. Currently we are at the Glen Forrest Primary School, until roughly week 5 term 1.
Our rough itinerary is as follows;
Term 1 2016
Glen Forrest
Clayton View
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Term 2 2016
Clayton View
Helena Valley

Term 3 2016
Helena Valley

Term 4 2016
Parkerville

Term 1 2017
Parkerville
Darlington

Term 2 2017
Darlington

Term 3 2017
Glen Forrest

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
February Valentine’s Story
A Knock on the Door
Was that a knock on the door nilly nee,
I looked outside and what do I see?
A stone the shape of a valentine,
And a note that says 'will you be mine'.
I looked to the left, then to the right,
I spot a red cap just out of sight.
Behind the tree someone's peeking at me,
A laugh, a nod, a twinkle, ho hee!
I put on my boots, my coat, my hat,
And run to the tree with a this and a that.
No one is there, no one to show,
But some tiny footprints there in the snow.
Hello I call out, hello to you!
From up in the tree, something says Boo!
Is it a rascal, a someone, a friend?
Aha, it's the Pixie from down by pond's end.
He jumps down beside me, we giggle with glee,
It's my valentine friend, you see, you see.
And off through the snow and woods we do go,
To play and romp and giggle ho ho!
Web: www.junipertreepuppets.com

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
BUSH DANCE - 27 February 2016
Our first school community event for 2016 is soon upon us!! The Bush Dance is
a lot of fun and we look forward to seeing everyone there. Food rosters are
available for each class, please check your notice boards. Also an email from your
class carer will be sent with further information. Don't forget to check out our
fabulous poster near the back of Silver Leaves for details.
ANNUAL SWAP MEET - 6 March 2016
Donations for our school swap meet would be greatly appreciated, (books, toys, clothes, house hold items, etc.)
Donation bins are located outside the school shop and for larger Items please call Wendy 0400 031 254. Wendy is also
looking for some volunteers to help her set up the stall in the morning.
SILVER BLOSSOMS
It is clearly evident to all what a huge success Silver Blossoms is. A huge, tremendous thank you to Marijanna for
managing the shop for so long. What an incredible job you have done with the help of your trusty
volunteers. Marijanna has now stepped aside from managing the shop and we are very keen to hear from anyone in
the school community who would like to help out with this. Please contact Marion, June, Linda P&F.
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P&F NEWS cont…
ICE CREAM WEDNESDAYS
$2.50 - perfect weather for a banana and berry ice cream...yum!!
CRAFT
The Craft group has restarted each and every Monday morning from 9.00am -11.00am held in the Acacia Cottage.
Please contact Debbie for further information on 0413 153 071.
NEXT P&F MEETING: 16 February Acacia Play Group @ 1.30pm. All Welcome

_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
The Silver Tree GEMs (Gardening and Environmental Management) team is made up of staff and parents interested in
creating and maintaining a beautiful and sustainable school campus. Previous projects have included obtaining a grant
for solar panels, establishment of local native plants throughout the school gardens, opening the school for sustainable
house day and organising school busy bees. We are also involved in the ongoing establishment and maintenance of
the school vegetable garden, bushtucker garden and orchard.
If you enjoy gardening, or have a passion for sustainability, we would love for you to join us! We have a committee
that meets to discuss plans for new and ongoing projects & ideas. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 17th February
at 8.45am in the Gazebo. If you are not interested in joining the committee but would love to spend your PPS hours
in the garden or doing sustainability themed projects, that’s fine too!
Contact Karen Brown at
gems@silvertree.wa.edu.au or on 0420 480 787 to register your interest.

_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

THE YOUNG CHILD
Working with children from birth to three
The Young Child will look at the development and care of children from birth to three years. The course will provide a
depth of understanding and a practical foundation for those wishing to work with young children in home based child
care, play groups, pre-schools and centre based child care, particularly those interested in working in Steiner early
childhood settings as well as parents of young children. This course gains credits in the Certificate in Rudolf Steiner
Early Childhood Education.
Topics include: Child development - gross and fine motor development - speech and thinking - play and imagination –
caring for the senses - nutrition and food preparation - infant care - rhythms in the life of young children - setting up
indoor and outdoor environments - craft-making and home-making activities – singing – storytelling - puppetry - felt
making - celebration of festivals - self-development.
COORDINATOR: Jenny Hill
WHERE: Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Dr, Bibra Lake
WHEN: 8 Saturdays per term for two terms, 9.30 - 2pm plus One 5 Day Intensive 11 - 15 July 2016
STARTS: February 13th 2016
Visit www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au for more information or phone Jenny Hill 0432 735 744 or email
jennyhill@iinet.net.au
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS cont….
ART=LIFE
Rudolf Steiner College presents in 2016

ART=LIFE
This course is a response to Rudolf Steiner’s call to every person to become an artist of life. Experienced tutors will
lead you on a life-enhancing journey where you will meet with some of the greatest artworks of the world and develop
your own artistic capacity in the process. No previous experience is needed as you will be guided in Colour Work,
Movement, Acting Skills, Goethean Conversation, Voice Work, Meditative Inquiry and the interpretation of visual
images. The course will culminate in a performance of Shakespeare’s masterpiece, The Tempest.
The course offers an accessible entry point to Steiner’s ideas through
encountering the spiritual in the arts. It is ideal for teachers, parents and
indeed anyone who wishes to make 2016 an extraordinary journey of
personal growth.
Tutors: Lucy Ridsdale, Dale Irving, Sharon Clifford, Horst Kornberger and
Jennifer Kornberger and Tom Muller.
4.40 pm to 8.30 pm Wednesdays during term time for the first three terms of
2016 at Perth Waldorf School.
By partaking in this course students gain credits in the Foundation Studies
component of the Diploma of Steiner Education.
Free Introductory Talk: How art can change your life by Horst Kornberger
7pm, Wednesday 3 February 2016, Seekers Place, PWS.
Information: www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

SOCCER REGISTER
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SINGING LESSONS

CLASSIFIEDS cont…
GIRLS’ BRIGADE

EYECARE PLUS OPTOMETRISTS

GLEN FORREST
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Did you know? Over 60% of the brain is involved in vision. And 80% of learning uses visual processing.
Comprehensive eye exams are highly recommended for all children.
Our services include:
Children’s eye exams, infant on up
Visual perceptual testing for learning delays
Safety and sports eyewear
Contact lenses
Quality eyewear and professional service
Please ring us on 9298 9992 for any enquiries or bookings (next to Glen Forrest Bakery, across from IGA).
We look forward to seeing you!
Dr. Kristin Larson, Optometrist
Member Australasian College of Behavioural Optometrists
eyecareplus.com.au/glenforrest Find us on Facebook

FREE FAMILY EVENT

FREE
“FREE TO GOOD HOME – Young Barnevelder rooster. Very friendly and healthy. Great addition to a flock of hens to
help protect and keep the peace. Contact Karen 0420 480 787.”
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2016
Term 1
Week 1

Monday
1st Feb
First Day of
School

Tuesday
2nd Feb

Wednesday
3rd Feb

Thursday
4th Feb
Faculty
Meeting

Friday
5th Feb

Saturday
6th Feb

Sunday
7th Feb

Week 2

8th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

9th Feb
Class 5/6
Parent Meet
6.30pm

10th Feb

12th Feb

13th Feb

14th Feb

15th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

16th Feb

17th Feb
Class 1 parent
Evening
6.30pm

11th Feb
EC Parent
night
lunchtime.
Class 2
parent
meet 6pm.
Faculty
Meet.
18th Feb
All Staff
Meeting

20th Feb

21st Feb

Week 4

22nd Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

23rd Feb
Class 3
Parent
Meeting 6pm

24th Feb

25th Feb
Faculty
Meet

19th Feb
PAD
Meeting
7.00pm8.00pm
26th Feb

27th Feb
BUSH
DANCE

28th Feb

Week 5

29th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

1st March

2nd March

4th March
Mid-term
break

5th March

6th March
P&F SWAP
MEET

Week 6

7th March
Mid-term
break
Labour Day
Public Hol
14th March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

8th March

9th March

3rd March
Faculty
Meeting
School
Tour
10th March
Faculty
Meeting

11th March

12th March

13th March

15th March

16th March

17th March
All Staff
Meeting

19th March

20th March

24th March
EC Easter
Festival
11.15
Primary
Fest TBA
Time
Faculty
Meet
31st March
School
Tour

18th March
Curriculum
Journey
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm
25th March
Easter
Friday

26th March
Easter
Saturday

27th March
Easter
Sunday

1st April

2nd April

3rd April

8th April
Last day of
Term 1.
Camp

9th April

10th April

Week 3

Week 7

Week 8

21st March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

22nd March

23rd March

Week 9

28th March
Easter
Monday

29th March
Easter
Tuesday

30th March

Week 10

4th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

5th April
Class 5/6
Camp

6th April
Class 5/6
Camp
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7th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Faculty
Meet.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th April
2014. Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April.
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