Wednesday 24th February 2016
Edition 418

Bush Dance
Saturday 27th February 2016
Light Keepers Parent Meeting
Tuesday 1st March 6pm
School Tour
Thursday 3rd March 9.00am
Mid Term Break
Friday 4th March and Monday 7th
March
P&F Swap Meet
Sunday 6th March

News for the Silver Tree Steiner School
Community
695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development and Enrolments:
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.

Curriculum Journey
Friday 18th March

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Early Childhood Easter Festival
Thursday 24th March 11:15am

Further to the information I provided in last week’s newsletter about Fire Emergency
Procedures at Silver Tree, we conducted a very successful Bushfire Drill on Thursday
last week. It was an extremely worthwhile and important exercise both in terms of
practise and improving the evacuation procedure itself. The children behaved
wonderfully well and are a credit to you and their teachers. We will be using this
experience to improve on the procedure in the future.
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We have had a number of complaints about parking within the school so I am sending
out a reminder to parents and guardians that parking bays within the school are
marked in white and parents may leave their cars to collect children. However, the
yellow bays are pick up or drop off only and parents should wait in their cars for
children to come to them. Then move off, turn at the top of the bituminised area and
drive out of the school.
The speed limit whilst within school property is 10 km/h.
The top car parking area is for teachers and staff only, if there is an overflow in the
carpark area the bottom paddock can be used. It is a matter of safety for our children
that everyone abides by these simple rules. If someone other than the parent or
guardian is to pick up children please make them aware of the rules.
Please see the map on the following page for further information.
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The Parents and Friends Association is busy organising our first Community activity for
the year with the Bush Dance this Saturday evening in the grounds of the school. This
is a fantastic opportunity to meet new families as well as have an enjoyable time with
old friends. Please remember to be vigilant with your children as the same school rules
apply whilst in the grounds. Your children should be under your supervision and care
at all times. There is also a P&F Kayak Raffle on now! Kayaks WA is proudly supporting
The Silver Tree Steiner School by providing a Purity Single Kayak valued at $699 as first
prize and a second prize $100 voucher for Kayaks WA. Please support the school by
buying tickets from the office or volunteering to sell them if you can.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

Administrator cont...

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL

___________________________________________________________________________________

The light rains down. My king, in this late-summer hour,
You reign within my heart as well, with growing power.
You shine with strength. You gleam and glance and glisten.
You lead me into depths where I, within the silence, learn to listen.
And there you form life’s fruits, fruits good to eat,
In weaving soul-light warm, where they grow ripe and rich and sweet.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Congratulations to Mee Cheng and Yean, on the safe arrival of little Yile, a beautiful gift for Yilu, Yiki and Yihe!

How lovely to have a slightly cooler week! Thank you to all the lovely watering faeries, who kept the gardens lush
through those very hot days.
This week the children have still been enjoying the shade and damp of the sand pit, digging holes and making delicious
cakes beautifully decorated with flowers. Inside the play is rich and imaginative. Often there are four or five groups of
children playing varying versions of ‘house’. No matter who they are, most of them are dressed up with crowns or
capes, butterfly wings or long skirts. Sometimes they are animals or birds and sometimes people. Blocks of wood are
used for everything from telephones, to slices of toast, from dragon food, to microphones. The groups occasionally
interact, with cats perhaps visiting the dragons for breakfast, or to read them a story. By the time we have to pack
away almost everything is in use, so the children are learning quickly how to sort everything out and put them back.
When they are really good helpers the Dusty Gnome has been known to give a little dance of appreciation.
Thank you for the wonderful quick and loving goodbye’s in the mornings. Most of the children are settling in well.
Please stay out of the kindergartens if you are not dropping off, either your own child or the child of a friend. It is so
much easier for the children to settle if there are as few extra adults as possible in the kindergartens. The shop is
always open for a cuppa and that all important chat. Remember the teachers are more than happy to speak with you
about your child, but please, unless it is quick information that we absolutely need, make an appointment to catch up
with us after school. Thank you.
Thank you also to all the Kitchen faeries, many of whom have signed up to help after morning tea each day. There are
still a few spots in all the kindergartens, especially on Thursdays. Sheoaka and Sharron also need help on Fridays, so
Rainbow parents, that is the perfect time for you to lend a hand and you can sign up at Marri kindergarten. For the
moment we are asking parents of Woylies to wait until all the little ones are more settled. This means that we are
asking parents of Possums and Rainbows to step up and do a few more shifts than usual. It will be so much appreciated,
and makes such a difference to how much work we can do with the children outside. As soon as the Woylie parents
are able to they will relieve you! Remember to write down all your parent participation hours in the file in the office.
THE BUSH DANCE is this Saturday! Check the notices outside the kindergartens for what contribution towards dinner
the P and F are asking for. This is a fabulous community event, is one not to be missed, and has been known to raise
money for the school as well.
This Semester Julie, Kristy, Jo and Paddy are all attending The Young Child course being offered by Rudolf Steiner
College on Saturdays. This course is aimed at those working with children from birth to three years old, and looks at
the developmental stages from an anthroposophical viewpoint. We are all finding the content fascinating, and are
confident there will be much for us all to learn and bring to our work at Silver Tree. This week we also welcome the
Regional Early Childhood Faculty Meeting to Silver Tree on Thursday after school. We really appreciate the opportunity
this gives us to share experiences and resources with the teachers in the other Steiner Schools, both in Perth and the
rest of Western Australia. These kinds of opportunities both enliven and enrich our work with your children and we
are grateful for the support we are given by all the schools to make them happen.
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KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS
It is hard to believe that we have already said goodbye to the world of Ancient Egypt and have entered the exciting
world of Decimals. Poetry is a very important aspect of Steiner education and this poem below is an example of poetry
writing in the upper classes. We wrote this poem together, inspired by the story of 'Isis and Osiris. Each child gave the
poem a different title.
Anna Brindal

The Journey of the Soul
When Horus fell asleep, Osiris appeared in his dream
He spoke of another world, an unfolding scene
Where souls travelled through a valley of fear
Of monsters and beasts who trespassed near
For souls filled with darkness hateful deeds on earth
The journey was slow and the fear was made worse
Ahead a great river, a ferryman rowed
Never turning back, as the river flowed
Arriving at a magical hall, Osiris sat on his throne
With Thoth and other Gods surrounding, he was not alone
Truth could only be spoken, never a lie
On the scale was a feather and a heart that could fly
Heaven or hell, your earthly deeds were weighed
A soul of goodness and love was never afraid.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
ADULT SINGING CHOIR
The Silver Tree adult choir has begun again! Come and join Julia Humphreys, our amazing music teacher, for some soul
nourishment as she guides us in song, weaving in some of the beautiful songs and dances from the primary school
curriculum. Join us every Tuesday afternoon, we meet at the Gazebo ready to start from 3.30pm. Please email
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au if you will attend the sessions.

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Education: The Steiner Approach
Tracey Puckeridge is CEO of Steiner Education Australia. For more information, visit www.steinereducation.edu.au.

Rudolf Steiner was an Austrian philosopher, social reformer, architect, artist and scientist. He founded his first school
in Stuttgart in 1919 after a request from the owner of the Waldorf-Astoria cigarette factory on behalf of employees
and their children. From this initial social impulse after the First World War, Steiner/Waldorf schools have spread to
more than 65 countries. Rudolf Steiner is also known as the founder of biodynamic agriculture, and his work in spiritual
science, therapeutic medicine, art and architecture, as well as education, continues to have an influence in the 21st
Century.
Steiner education aims to develop a lifelong love of learning and strong moral and ethical capacities; to build resilience,
which Steiner educators believe is connected with early-childhood experiences and requires reliable, loving, stable
relationships, learning through example and positive school experiences.
There are 43 Steiner schools in Australia as well as teacher-training centres, Steiner streams in State schools and Steiner
early-childhood centres. The Steiner approach focuses on experiential learning; making, doing, creating and producing,
with learning based on what is relevant and appropriate to the student's stage of development.
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Article cont...
Early Childhood
In early childhood, Steiner aims to create a nurturing environment involving natural play materials, vegetable gardens,
and in some cases chickens to care for and to collect eggs for baking. Young children learn to cook, paint, sew, garden
and use tools. They explore their environment, learning sharing, cooperation and social skills. Young children are given
the time to play, enjoy childhood and build strong foundation skills before formal academic learning begins.
Primary School
In the primary years, Steiner students form a strong social group with their class, and usually have the same teacher
throughout their primary years. Learning of all subjects is taught using a creative and artistic approach, such as stories,
biographies, poetry, speech, music, drama, physical movement, games, nature studies, art and technology. Learning
foreign languages is also valued, while literacy, numeracy, science, geography and history are taught in three to fourweek blocks. This allows students to engage in a particular subject for a sustained length of time, to embed learning
through an integrated approach and express themselves in an artistic and creative way.
High School
The high-school student is ready to engage in complex conceptual and creative thinking, develop observational and
analytical skills, and form conclusions from their own experiences. Steiner Class 12 students undertake a year-long
individual project involving research skills, analysis, thesis writing, creativity and design and an oral presentation to a
large public audience. Many students create their project on social or ethical issues or sustainable/ecological living. By
the end of high school, Steiner students will have experienced a broad curriculum and be prepared for their next steps.

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
BUSH DANCE
4 DAYS TO GO!!!
27 February 5pm
Things to remember - tickets on sale at the door, label your salad/dessert, bring your picnic chairs/rugs and water and
your dancing boots. We look forward to seeing you there
Also, one last request, does anyone have a flat plate BBQ that we could use for the vegetarian option? Please let me
know if you can help with this. Zoe 0427 737 778
ANNUAL SWAP MEET - 6 March 2016
Donations for our school swap meet would be greatly appreciated, (books, toys, clothes, house hold items, etc.)
Donation bins are located outside the school shop and for larger Items please call Wendy 0400031254. Wendy is also
looking for some volunteers to help her set up the stall in the morning.
KAYAKS WA RAFFLE
Silver tree have been donated a kayak from Kayaks WA to be raffled for the
P&F. We are hoping to raise a few thousand dollars. It will be drawn 21 may.
As a part of this I would like some help to sell ticket out the front of
Woolworth Mundaring on the 2nd April. Just an hour or two would be
enough to help out.
We also have tickets on sale in the office and in stores around town. If you
think you can sell a book of 10 at work or to friends please ask me and I will
kindly give you some! I sold 20 this weekend at a festival, because people
love to support schools and the prize is so good! We hope to be out the front
of Coles as well but yet to book, so watch this space!
Thanks in advance for your support!
Don't forget to get a ticket for yourself!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Gardening & Environmental Management News
In term 4, upper primary students were invited to suggest names for the school’s growing veggie garden and orchard.
At the recent GEMs meeting members voted for their favourite name. It was an extremely difficult decision with so
many great names! We are pleased to announce the winner of the ‘Name the Garden’ competition was Lennon
Brookes with his name ‘Wagyl’s Garden’. According to Noongar culture, the Wagyl is a snakelike dreamtime creature
recognised as the giver of life and was responsible for the formation of the waterways and landmarks in the southwest of Australia. A bush tucker garden in the shape of a snake was built by GEMs members in front of the vegetable
garden and guards its entrance. Lennon’s reason for choosing the name was “The Wagyl lies right outside the garden
producing plants that the people of this land have eaten for centuries.” Gems members thought it was very fitting and
appropriate. Well done Lennon.
Gardening lessons have kicked off again for 2016. Children have been watering, weeding, pruning, planting and
generally caring for the school gardens and grounds in this hot weather. Some have even been fencing to keep pesky
rabbits from eating all our hard earnt vegetables. Several classes have been cooking with the spaghetti squash, silver
beet, onions and garlic recently harvested. In addition, each class enjoyed a school grown rock melon last Friday, and
cherry tomatoes have also been gobbled joyfully straight out of the garden. The school orchard is very much in its
infancy, however recently we have harvested our first fruits! A handful of figs have been picked and enjoyed by a few
lucky kindy children, staff and garden volunteers! Let’s hope they are the first of many to come!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

RELATIONSHIPS AUSTRALIA

The ‘Rock and Water’ Program – Saturday 12 March 8.30-12.30. $60 per pair. West Leederville Primary School, 58
Northwood Street, West Leederville.
Physical exercises are constantly linked with mental and social skills. The Rock and Water program leads from simple
self-defence, boundary and communication exercises to a strong notion of self-confidence. The program offers a
framework of exercises and ideas to assist boys and girls aged between 8 and 14 years to become aware of the
purpose and motivation in their life. Topics include: intuition, body language, mental strength, empathic feeling,
positive feeling, positive thinking and positive visualising. For further information and to enrol please phone 6164 0200.

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

EYECARE PLUS OPTOMETRISTS

GLEN FORREST
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Did you know? Over 60% of the brain is involved in vision. And 80% of learning uses visual processing.
Comprehensive eye exams are highly recommended for all children.
Our services include:
Children’s eye exams, infant on up
Visual perceptual testing for learning delays
Safety and sports eyewear
Contact lenses
Quality eyewear and professional service
Please ring us on 9298 9992 for any enquiries or bookings (next to Glen Forrest Bakery, across from IGA).
We look forward to seeing you!
Dr. Kristin Larson, Optometrist
Member Australasian College of Behavioural Optometrists
eyecareplus.com.au/glenforrest Find us on Facebook

FOR SALE
Individually designed, hand crafted, recycled jarrah cot. Standard size, it has three sides and is designed to sit flush up
against the parent bed. Mattress included. Fabulous for those who are wanting babe beside them but not in the main
bed. Paid $600 to have it hand made by a master craftsman and it's been used for one child only. Height can be
adjusted. Asking $300 ono. Contact Julia on 0414 725 968 or julia.bnourished@gmail.com
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2016
Term 1
Week 1

Monday
1st Feb
First Day of
School

Tuesday
2nd Feb

Wednesday
3rd Feb

Week 2

8th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

9th Feb
Class 5/6
Parent Meet
6.30pm

10th Feb

15th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

16th Feb
P&F
Meeting
Acacia
Cottage
1.30pm
23rd Feb
Class 3
Parent
Meeting 6pm

17th Feb
Class 1
parent
Evening
6.30pm

1st March
Light
Keepers
Class
Meeting
6.00pm
8th March

2nd March

15th March

16th March

22nd March

23rd March

Week 3

Week 4

22nd Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 5

29th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 6

7th March
Mid-term
break
Labour Day
Public Hol

Week 7

14th March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.
21st March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 8

24th Feb

9th March

Week 9

28th March
Easter
Monday

29th March
Easter
Tuesday

30th March

Week 10

4th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

5th April
Class 5/6
Camp

6th April
Class 5/6
Camp
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Thursday
4th Feb
ECE and
Primary
Meeting
11th Feb
EC Parent
lunchtime
Class 2
parent meet
6pm.
ECE All staff
Primary
Meet
18th Feb
All Staff
Meeting

Friday
5th Feb

Saturday
6th Feb

Sunday
7th Feb

12th Feb

13th Feb

14th Feb

19th Feb
PAD
Meeting
7.00pm8.00pm

20th Feb

21st Feb

26th Feb

27th Feb
BUSH
DANCE
5.00pm

28th Feb

4th March
Mid-term
break

5th March

6th March
P&F SWAP
MEET

11th March

12th March

13th March

17th March
All Staff
Meet.

18th March
Curriculum
Journey

19th March

20th March

24th March
EC Easter
Festival
11.15
Primary Fest
TBA Time
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
31st March
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
School Tour
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm
7th April
Class 5/6
Camp
All Meet.

25th March
Easter
Friday

26th March
Easter
Saturday

27th March
Easter
Sunday

1st April

2nd April

3rd April

8th April
Last day of
Term 1.
Camp

9th April

10th April

25th Feb
Regional
ECE / ECE
Meet
3.30pm
3rd March
ECE
Meeting
Primary
Meet
School Tour
10th March
ECE all
Meet
Primary
Meet

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th April
2014. Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April.
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