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Early Childhood Easter Festival
Thursday 24th March 11:15am

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians
What a fantastic Saturday evening was had by all who attended the school Bush
Dance! It was a beautiful evening on which to relax or have an invigorating dance with
children or others in the community. As far as I could see enjoyment and pleasure was
evident on the faces of all who took part. This was an extremely important event for
the school as it welcomed new families and re-established connections with other
families within the school. Many thanks to the Parents and Friends Association for
organising the event so well (especially Zoe and Robyn), and to the many helpers and
volunteers who prepared meals, gave up their time to clean dishes and tidy up after
everyone else had gone. The P&F are a hardworking group of dedicated parents, who
volunteer their time and efforts for the ongoing development of the school
community and promotion of Steiner Education.
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The P&F welcome anyone with open arms who is willing to give time to help in any
capacity in events such as these. As we all know many hands make light work and it
would be a shame if people were reluctant to help within the school because the
perception is that too much is left to too few.
Studies have shown that volunteering helps people who donate their time feel more
socially connected and I was surprised to learn that volunteering has positive
implications that go beyond mental health. A growing body of evidence suggests that
people who give their time to others might also be rewarded with better physical
health including lower blood pressure and a longer lifespan.
Students with parents who are involved in their school tend to have fewer behavioural
problems and better academic performance. A recent study has shown that parental
involvement in school life was more strongly associated with high academic
performance for middle schoolers than helping with homework.
Involvement allows parents to monitor school and classroom activities, and to
coordinate their efforts with teachers. Parental involvement in school, and positive
parent‐teacher interactions, have also been found to positively affect teachers’ self‐
perception and job satisfaction.
Research also shows that students perform better in school if their fathers as well as
their mothers are involved, regardless of whether the father lives with the student or
not.
As can be seen the benefits of volunteering are broad and far reaching - so get involved
and feel better!
“A healthy social life is found, only when in the mirror of each soul the whole community
finds its reflection, and when in the whole community the virtue of each one is living.”
Rudolf Steiner

Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia, Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

In misty, moisty autumn air,
Summer lingers still through mellow days,
And light which glimmers gold and fair
Is dimmed and dulled by gentle veils of haze.
I myself can clearly see
How autumn, soft and slow, is creeping.
Summer gave herself to me
And now departs for winter-sleeping.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
There were more families to congratulate and more babies to welcome last week. Our sincere apologies for the delayed
mention come with our best wishes to you all.
Congratulations to Julie and Brodie, Cooper and Poppie, whose little Lyla arrived safely in the holidays and whom we
have been blessed to see at kindergarten already.
And many congratulations also to Rebecca and Anthony on the safe and happy arrival of Melody and Felix, a brother
and sister for Grace, Jasper and Bethany!
Sheoaka would like to share how wonderful it is to already see the Rainbow children making friendships across the
kindergartens on Fridays. These Rainbow children are so enjoyable to be with. Cross kindy play dates and park gettogethers, should you as parents be able to organise them, will reinforce these new friendship bonds and enrich the
experiences for all the children. The Rainbow children are loving their craft and already work with a reverence, care
and inner quietness that has Sharron and Sheoaka smiling across the quiet crafting circle. Jo, Marisa and Tonia had a
first taste of their industrious approach on Monday when they took their first dolphin diving across the ocean that is
to become their craft bag.
Thank you to all who came and contributed to making our Bush Dance such fun on Saturday night. The Kindergartens
were well represented and it was beautiful to see the children of all ages running around madly for most of the night.
The food was delicious and the atmosphere brilliant. What a wonderful and bonding way to start the year. “Heel and
toe, heel and toe, skip, skip, skip, skip!” A new circle is starting to emerge – bush dance style! In fact even today the
children were talking about how tricky ‘threading the needle was’ and who helped them to do it at the dance. They
are laying down wonderful memories and each year those memories will be strengthened.
The weeks seem to be flying by and us as adults are already turning our thoughts to Easter and what it might mean for
us. As always these contemplations are for the adult world, and although we do not share them directly with the
children they are held within us as we work with the children. In Early Childhood Easter is filled with symbols and
experiences of new life and rebirth well wrapped in wonder and surprise: eggs and little chicks with the bounty of
harvest amongst them.
So, to help us along, could each child please bring into Kindergarten two blown eggs by Thursday 11th March and give
them to their teacher. That way we will have plenty of spare ones In case of breakages.
The Easter Festival will be on Thursday 17th March. School will finish for all kindergarten children at lunch-time on that
day. Further details will follow. Watch this space.
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Early Childhood Chatter cont...
In the meantime we begin to say goodbye to summer and Bunuru. This is often the driest time of year, with many
plants dying as they wait for the first rain of Djeran. Although the nights are sometimes a little cooler the bush is still
crispy dry, rain is rare and there are few if any signs of new growth. The children have watched the water trucks deliver
water to the tanks and are doubly aware of using water wisely as we eke out our supplies until the first proper rains
arrive.

LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS

We are overjoyed at the safe arrival of Rebecca and Anthony’s twins, Melody and Felix, what a wonderful and long
awaited gift for you all. Only a few days later another wonderful blessing occurred as Mee Cheng and Yean’s baby boy
Yile arrived into the world. Our beautiful class community offers their love and support to both families as they
embrace the precious and wondrous times a divine little being of light and love brings to a family. Blessing on you all.

THE MIGHTY NORSE MYTHS
The children have been on their first adventure with the Norse Myths and what a mighty journey it was! Alive with
excitement and enthusiasm, each child embarked on writing and creating their very own books, which depicted the
wondrous tales they had heard over the past three weeks. I was so touched, amused and delighted with what I read
from each child, I spontaneously invited parents to come along to a ‘Norse Myth Story Telling’, the stories were so
creative and captivating, they just had to be shared! I never imagined when we started this class project that it would
have been something we loved so much, but that is the very nature of the Norse Myths they really intrigue and delight
and before you know it you are fully mesmerized!
Here are just a few of the wondrous tales we have been taken on….
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
ADULT SINGING CHOIR
The Silver Tree adult choir has begun again! Come and join Julia Humphreys, our amazing music teacher, for some soul
nourishment as she guides us in song, weaving in some of the beautiful songs and dances from the primary school
curriculum. Join us every Tuesday afternoon, we meet at the Gazebo ready to start from 3.30pm. Please email
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au if you will attend the sessions.

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
SWAP MEET - THIS SUNDAY - 6 March 2016
Wendy is still looking for some volunteers to help her, even if it is just for an hour. It really is a pleasant way to spend
a Sunday morning, lots of bargains to be had at the swap meet as well as coffee and a sausage sizzle available. Don't
forget volunteering counts towards PPS hours. Call Wendy 0400031254 (she is a lovely lady)
P&F AGM MONDAY 21 MARCH @9AM VENUE to be announced
A huge Thank You from Silver Tree P&F
The Bush Dance on Saturday night was a wonderful community evening of dancing and eating under the stars. The
P&F would like to thank the Silver Tree community for supporting the event and turning up with the most delectable
salads and impressive sweets one could imagine! Thank you in particular to all the individuals who helped with serving,
cooking sausages, washing up, setting up, packing away and all the myriad of jobs that helped the evening run
smoothly. Your help is very much appreciated – you are all wonderful!
Silver Tree P&F

Kayak Raffle
BIG thank you to Cosmo, Isaiah, Juniper, Kaan, Riley, April, Leeuwin and Shanoah for selling a total of 60 tickets at the
Bush Dance! I couldn't have done it without you! And thanks to those who caved in to cunning persuasion and bought
tickets and those who took books home to sell, it all helps.
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P&F News cont...
Spring Fair & Open Day
11th of September 2016
Would you like to help celebrate our school by joining our team of enthusiastic parents for another successful event?
We are still looking for a few more TEAM COORDINATORS to help facilitate our Open Day in the following areas:
- Entertainment
- Stalls
- School stalls
- Volunteer Roster
- Parking
- Kids Activities
Thanks to everyone who had already signed up. The success of our Spring Fair and Open Day relies on the participation
of parents so please put your hand up and join in. It will be lots of fun! All time counts towards your PPS hours.

For more information please contact:
Andrea

Peta

andreaanddylan@live.com.au

petabridge@hotmail.com

0413852410

0419887171

Thank you
A TRAILER FULL OF THANKS to The Green Life Soil Company for donating a huge pile of gorgeous
organic veggie mix that we raffled at the Bush Dance. Unsurprisingly it was a prize many really
wanted, and are now very envious of Bonnie and expect to see the organic produce from the
soil soon!
The Green Life Soil Company on in Farrall Road, Midvale and well worth a visit by any gardener.
You will find manure, compost, soils, mulch, bales, native fish, worms, worm farms, natural pest
controls and a lot more.
Green Life Soil Company – thank you so much for your support.

_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Gardening & Environmental Management News
Gems would like to extend a big heartfelt thanks to Mee Cheng for all her volunteer work, including running gardening
classes during the second half of last year and supporting lessons from the start of this year. Her enthusiasm and
support is invaluable. We would love to see more parents at gardening lessons helping the children with their various
activities. Feel free to come along to your child/ children’s class lesson, or stay for the whole morning if you are keen.
Class Times are:
Class 1 – 8.30am to 9.15am
Pathfinders – 9.15am to 10am
Alchemists – 10am to 10.45am
Light Keepers – 12pm to 12.45pm
Koordjenangin – 11.15am to 12pm
Another big thanks to GEMs member Bronwyn Scallan for her work in obtaining grants for GEM projects and
equipment. It makes a huge difference to how much can be accomplished each year! Finally a big thank you to Geoff
and Sarah Mason for the donation of hay bales for use at the bush dance, and then after for use in the veggie garden
as mulch. They are very much appreciated.
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GEMS News cont...
If you would like to be involved or have any questions about GEMs or the school gardening & environmental program,
please contact Karen Brown at gems@silvertree.wa.edu.au or on 0420 480 787.
Karen Brown, GEMs Coordinator
Wheeling our way through the garden
GEMs have received $500 from the Shire of Mundaring’s General Purpose Quick Grants Program to purchase
four much needed new wheelbarrows and four new watering cans for use by the primary school, kindergartens
and playgroup, and of course by all those busy bees lending a helping hand during our infamous busy bee preterm events.
The new wheelbarrows and watering cans will increase our efficiency in the garden and they will be well used
by students as they mulch, add soil to garden beds, collect green waste for composting and feed and water our
vegetables and fruit trees.
Our sincere thanks go to the Shire of Mundaring for making this possible.
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS member.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

CELTIC DANCE

Page 7

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

EYE CARE PLUS

GLEN FORREST
Open Tuesday - Saturday
Did you know?
Over 60% of the brain is involved in vision. And 80% of learning uses visual processing.
Comprehensive eye exams are highly recommended for all children.
Our services include:
Children’s eye exams, infant on up
Visual perceptual testing for learning delays
Safety and sports eyewear
Contact lenses
Quality eyewear and professional service
Please ring us on 9298 9992 for any enquiries or bookings (next to Glen Forrest Bakery,
across from IGA). We look forward to seeing you!
Dr. Kristin Larson, Optometrist
Member Australasian College of Behavioural Optometrists
eyecareplus.com.au/glenforrest Find us on Facebook

STORY GUILD
Our next Storysharing event will be on Monday, 7th March when NSW storyteller Jo Henwood arrives in WA and will
be welcomed to the West with a storysharing gathering at the Fremantle home of Glenn Swift after she arrives at the
Airport in the morning. Please contact Glenn for the proposed time and address on glenn@glennbswift.com and bring
some finger food and a story to share with Jo. As a much travelled storyteller Jo will be able to share news of her
travels as well as bringing us up to date on the storytelling scene in the east coast.
Thursday 10th March: Recovery Stories by Candlelight see https://waamh.org.au/conference-2016/program/specialevents/recovery-stories-by-candlelight.aspx for details
Friday, 18th March from 7.00 - 9.00 pm sees the return of The Story Circuit to the Fibonacci Centre, Blinko St,
Fremantle. Theme: Strong Women featuring storyteller Raelene Buinsma with musician. Tickets:
http://www.trybooking.com/92977 Cost: $15 at the door, $12 online (Early bird $10 tickets available until 6th
March), $8 Guild Members. Doors open at 6.00 pm
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2016
Term 1
Week 1

Monday
1st Feb
First Day of
School

Tuesday
2nd Feb

Wednesday
3rd Feb

Week 2

8th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

9th Feb
Class 5/6
Parent Meet
6.30pm

10th Feb

15th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

16th Feb
P&F
Meeting
Acacia
Cottage
1.30pm
23rd Feb
Class 3
Parent
Meeting 6pm

17th Feb
Class 1
parent
Evening
6.30pm

1st March
Light
Keepers
Class
Meeting
6.00pm
8th March

2nd March

15th March

16th March

22nd March

23rd March

Week 3

Week 4

22nd Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 5

29th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 6

7th March
Mid-term
break
Labour Day
Public Hol

Week 7

14th March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.
21st March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 8

24th Feb

9th March

Week 9

28th March
Easter
Monday

29th March
Easter
Tuesday

30th March

Week 10

4th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

5th April
Class 5/6
Camp

6th April
Class 5/6
Camp
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Thursday
4th Feb
ECE and
Primary
Meeting
11th Feb
EC Parent
lunchtime
Class 2
parent meet
6pm.
ECE All staff
Primary
Meet
18th Feb
All Staff
Meeting

Friday
5th Feb

Saturday
6th Feb

Sunday
7th Feb

12th Feb

13th Feb

14th Feb

19th Feb
PAD
Meeting
7.00pm8.00pm

20th Feb

21st Feb

26th Feb

27th Feb
BUSH
DANCE
5.00pm

28th Feb

4th March
Mid-term
break

5th March

6th March
P&F SWAP
MEET

11th March

12th March

13th March

17th March
All Staff
Meet.

18th March
Curriculum
Journey

19th March

20th March

24th March
EC Easter
Festival
11.15
Primary Fest
TBA Time
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
31st March
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
School Tour
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm
7th April
Class 5/6
Camp
All Meet.

25th March
Easter
Friday

26th March
Easter
Saturday

27th March
Easter
Sunday

1st April

2nd April

3rd April

8th April
Last day of
Term 1.
Camp

9th April

10th April

25th Feb
Regional
ECE / ECE
Meet
3.30pm
3rd March
ECE
Meeting
Primary
Meet
School Tour
10th March
ECE all
Meet
Primary
Meet

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th April
2014. Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April.
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