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Wednesday 9th March 2016
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Early Childhood Easter Festival
Thursday 24th March 11:15am
Easter Holidays
Friday 25th March until Tuesday
29th March
Children return to school on
Wednesday 30th March

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development and Enrolments:
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au

School Tour
Thursday 31st March
Class 5/6 Camp
Monday 4th April until Friday 8th
April
Last day of Term 1
Friday 8th April
School Holidays
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th
April
Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April
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If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians,
I hope everyone had a restful break over the extra-long weekend and that batteries
have been recharged ready for the rest of this term. It was wonderful to experience
the school assembly this morning and witness different classes performing songs,
dances and tunes. This is just another indication of how Steiner education endeavours
to nurture the whole child in their development. Steiner’s approach to education was
a holistic one. He recognized that our senses, feelings, and cognitions must all be
actively engaged at each stage of development in order for students to maintain, a joy
and love of learning. Steiner education does not focus at too young of an age, before
the brain is ready, on purely academic endeavours that attempt with rigor to engage
a part of the brain that the child has little access to. Instead, what Steiner educators
do successfully is involve and nourish the sensing, feeling parts of the brain, so that
essential neural connections needed for later academic learning are solidly laid.
A friendly reminder to parents and guardians that messages that come through the
office for children during the day cannot be personally taken to class by office staff
unless it is an emergency. Please be mindful that office staff have responsibilities in
attending the needs of the office and any communication will be relayed to the
relevant teacher following proper office procedure.
“The need for imagination, a sense of truth and a feeling of responsibility – these are
the three forces which are the very nerve of education.”
Rudolf Steiner
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

In striving forth toward the goal,
I feel new firmness in my soul.
The I-of-God in knowing sight
Fills all my will with gleaming light.
And in the hidden depths, this radiant glow,
By bringing light to darkness, makes the good fruit grow.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Early Childhood Easter Festival
Many apologies for completely confusing you all last week with the dates for the Early Childhood Easter Festival. The
blown eggs do need to come in by 11th March BUT the Easter Festival is not until THURSDAY 24th MARCH. See you
all there.
Head Lice/Nits are back!
They are definitely in one kindergarten, but because of Kindy Care and Rainbow afternoons it is highly unlikely that
they are limited to one kindergarten. Please check your child’s hair regularly. If you find or suspect you have found
either a head louse or their eggs, the nits, then please treat the scalp BEFORE bringing your child back to school. There
are many treatments out there, some gentler than others. Bear in mind that the gentler the treatment the more likely
it is that the treatment needs to be repeated often. For example, the great treatment of combing conditioner through
DRY hair and leaving it there for an hour or two needs to be done daily for 10 days to completely eliminate the little
blighters. A specialised shampoo might only need to be repeated once weekly for three weeks. So please check
carefully what is needed. If you do the gentle conditioner one once weekly your child will most likely still have plenty
of lice to share around at the end of it.
Please tie back long hair securely. The school rule is that hair shoulder length or longer must be tied back.
Behind closed doors
The play in the kindergartens continues to be amazing. The children flow effortlessly from one fantasy to another. They
might build an enormous cubby one day, and all remember the fun they had playing in it, so begin to build it again the
next day, with sometimes most of the children included in the same game. Once it is built someone will go off grocery
shopping and need a car, so they get the planks and put cardboard rolls underneath and start sliding along the carpet.
Before you know it, every plank is out being used and the kindergarten is awash with the sound of planks crashing onto
the floor. Then someone doesn’t have enough rollers to make a skateboard, so they make a see-saw, and in no time
there are five see-saws and more crashing and banging. For one child that game is boring, so he/she builds a slide by
balancing a plank off the edge of a table. Then everyone is sliding. The slides don’t stay well and sooner or later
someone comes a cropper, so friends hold the slides to stop them slipping while others take turns. A huge queue forms
and the original cubby, ornate as it was, is completely forgotten. In the home corner and oblivious to the noisy and
chaotic appearing play going on elsewhere, two Woylies are having a tea party. They are totally engrossed. They have
filled the teapots with ‘tealeaves’ and made a serious brew. The table is laid with cups, plates, biscuits and toast. They
pour tea for each other. A ‘baby’ is brought to the table to join in, as they talk about the biscuits they are eating. For
them the rest of the world does not exist. The children play harmoniously until the teachers start quietly moving
around the room putting away some of the abandoned toys from the cubby. Humming and singing they hand out the
odd toy to those still playing. There is so much out but in ten or fifteen minutes the floor is clear and all the children
are gathered under the ‘Apple tree’. Another morning’s play is done. The smell of apple crumble pervades the room
and the children, especially the younger ones, are hungry!
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Early Childhood Chatter cont...
Sickness
Thank you for acting pre-emptively and keeping your children home if they were unwell during this last little outbreak
of fevers. As you can tell from the description above, a child needs all their energy and self-control to function in the
complex world of play.
Paddy, Jo and Sheoaka - Kindergarten Teachers

ALCHEMISTS NEWS
The Alchemists concluded their language main lesson a couple of weeks ago with an excursion to Perthshule – a
synagogue in Menora. What a wonderful opportunity to add another dimension to classroom learning. The children
were incredibly respectful and had some fantastic questions for the Youth Leader Arik, who was our guide:
“Are you grateful God created you?”
“Why did God create evil people?”
Priceless!
We are now looking at the Old Testament in the vein of measurement. Do you know why we measure? Sure, to make
life easier, but ultimately it brings people of many nationalities and cultures together. Our world exists with many
boundaries and languages that can just as easily breed curiosity and respect as well as suspicion and fear.
Measurement however, creates a universal language that can be understood by many.
We have looked at time and found out that it was the Egyptians who gave us our ‘year’ by observing the star ‘Sirius’.
We then took a jump to the Middle Ages and recreated several time keeping devices; the sundial, candle-clock, and
water clock. Did you know time keeping was a responsibility and honour only reserved for those of the church!
The children are thoroughly enjoying the hands-on nature of this main lesson even though it takes little more ‘handson’ planning and creating from my end!
I leave you with an excerpt from Ecclesiastes 3 (it may raise thought-provoking questions – just like those the class 3
child has!):
For everything there is a season, and a time
For every purpose under heaven;
A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to break down, and a time to build up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain form embracing;
A time to seek, and a time to lose;
A time to keep, and a time to cast away;
A time to rend, and a time to sew;
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
A time to love and a time to hate;
A time for war and a time for peace;
He has made everything beautiful in its time.
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News from the Classroom cont...
LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS

Last week we said goodbye to the beloved Norse Myth Stories and got stuck into making an ancient Viking Board Game
called Nefertafl. This strategic game involves two armies and a brave, escaping king and embodies the fighting spirit of
those Norse tales

If your child came home with a virtually full lunchbox on Friday it was because the
invaluable Donna Legge expertly guided us through the making of spelt pancakes
with coconut cream and blueberry sauce. After the chatter and busyness of the
collaboration involved in working in small groups, there was blissful quiet as the
children gobbled their delicious makings. Yum!
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Light Keepers News cont...
Odin and the Monpterd by Riley Bushell
One day Odin looked down from his silver tower and he saw Loki playing with his kids. One was a wolf, one was a
spitting serpent and the last one was an old hag. One side of the hag was white, the other side was black. Odin knew
that the three of them would bring danger, so he decided to take them from Jotunheim. He took the Spitting Serpent
on a boat and dropped him in the water, then at the bottom of the ocean, the Spitting Serpent bit his own tail to go to
sleep.
Odin then took the Old Hag to guard hell. The Old Hag has a pet dog who also lived in hell. Lastly, Odin took the tricky
one – the Wolf- to an island where the trees were made of iron. Odin tied him to one of the trees with a chain and told
the Wolf he could easily break free of it. When Odin had put the chain on the Wolf, the Wolf did break free so Odin
had no choice but to go to the gnomes and ask them to make a chain that nothing could break free of. The Gnomes
started working quickly to make the chain. They made it from bear sinews and mountain roots, the spit of a bird, the
breath of a fish and a hair from the beard of a woman. In a few days the Gnomes finished and gave it to Odin and Odin
took it to the Island.
Odin promised the Wolf he would let him go if he didn’t try and break free. When he tried to tie up the Wolf, the Wolf
said “I’ll only be tied up if someone puts their arm in my mouth!” Tyr said “I’ll put my arm in your mouth.” So the Wolf
was tied up. He tried to break free, but couldn’t.
Suddenly, the earth opened up and the Wolf fell into the hole, pulling Tyr’s arm off as he fell. Odin felt sad because he
had broken his promise to the wolf.
The end.
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Thor and Loki – Thor and the Shaver by Ned Crozier
A long time ago I was a young God, this is a tale that began with a shaver!
I woke up and my wife’s golden hair was gone! I shouted “Loki where is my wife’s hair?” I was extremely angry with
him, I wanted to break every bone in his body! Loki had better have some good gifts this time.
In a day or two Loki came back and his gifts were good, a spear that never missed its mark, magic golden hair and a
skip that could sail over land and sea. Loki was forgiven.
The End.
Chapter 2
Loki and Mjolnir
A long time ago I was in a bit of trouble but I got off. A Gnome helped me, named Ivaldi. After I got off, I was boasting
about Ivaldi’s craftsmanship when another gnome named Brokk said, “Hey, you’re wrong, my brother is the best
craftsmen the gnomes have ever seen.” I wasn’t thinking straight, and what I did next proved that! I said, “Ok, let’s
see, I bet my head that Ivaldi is the best craftsmen, better than your brother Sundri.” The next day Brokk went to his
brothers. Then I saw that I was going to lose. In a couple of days Brokk came back and my goodness his gifts were good.
In the end, I still ended with a sewn up mouth.
The End.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
ADULT SINGING CHOIR
The Silver Tree adult choir has begun again! Come and join Julia Humphreys, our amazing music teacher, for some soul
nourishment as she guides us in song, weaving in some of the beautiful songs and dances from the primary school
curriculum. Join us every Tuesday afternoon, we meet at the Gazebo ready to start from 3.30pm. Please email
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au if you will attend the sessions.

CRAFT GROUP
Craft Mornings after drop off - 11am
BYO craft

Come and share the morning with like-minded people and craft to your hearts content. Young children welcome.
*** Note no craft 21st March as there will be an AGM in the Acacia cottage. ***

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Spring Fair & Open Day
11th of September 2016
would you like to help celebrate our school by joining our team of enthusiastic parents for another successful event?
We are still looking for a few more TEAM COORDINATORS to help facilitate our Open Day in the following areas:
- Entertainment
- Stalls
- School stalls
- Volunteer Roster
- Parking
- Kids Activities

P&F AGM MONDAY 21 MARCH @9AM VENUE to be announced
If you have any leftover containers and pots from the Bush Dance, could you please come and collect them from the
gazebo.

Page 7

_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

ESSENTIAL OIL EVENT

ESSENTIAL OIL INSPIRED COMMUNITY EVENT
Easter Monday, 28th March

Darlington Hall 2-5pm FREE entry. Children WELCOME.
We are so pleased to bring a relaxing and inspiring afternoon about essential oils to the community in the Darlington
Hall. Become more empowered for self-care and the care of your family. There will be talks on doTERRA essential oils
presented by various speakers, one of whom is our special guest, Em Falconbridge from the U.S who is travelling all
this way to be with us. Vivian from our school community will also present a talk. Short 20 min workshops and craft
activities, aroma touch massage, music and much more!
2pm Welcome and why doTERRA?
3pm Essential oils Introduction by Emily Falconbridge
4pm Essential oils and Emotions by Vivian Paans.
We hope you can make it and really look forward to sharing a wonderful afternoon filled with heart.
For further details contact either Vivian 0422 202 522 or Sonya 0419 488 797

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE

Gallery 1
MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT
Friday 18th March 2016 7-8:30pm
Presented as the Shire of Mundaring Open Art Acquisition, artists
respond to the Shire’s Indigenous and multicultural heritage and
the communities that evolved across the vast areas of the
region.
RSVP | +61 8 9295 3991 or
INFO@MUNDARINGARTSCENTRE.COM.AU
VIEWING TIMES | SAT 19 MARCH - SUN 17 APRIL 2016
TUE - FRI 10AM - 5PM, SAT & SUN 11AM - 3PM
CLOSED MON AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2016
Term 1
Week 1

Monday
1st Feb
First Day of
School

Tuesday
2nd Feb

Wednesday
3rd Feb

Week 2

8th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

9th Feb
Class 5/6
Parent Meet
6.30pm

10th Feb

15th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

16th Feb
P&F
Meeting
Acacia
Cottage
1.30pm
23rd Feb
Class 3
Parent
Meeting 6pm

17th Feb
Class 1
parent
Evening
6.30pm

1st March
Light
Keepers
Class
Meeting
6.00pm
8th March

2nd March

15th March

16th March

22nd March

23rd March

Week 3

Week 4

22nd Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 5

29th Feb
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 6

7th March
Mid-term
break
Labour Day
Public Hol

Week 7

14th March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.
21st March
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

Week 8

24th Feb

9th March

Week 9

28th March
Easter
Monday

29th March
Easter
Tuesday

30th March

Week 10

4th April
Class 5/6
Camp
Craft Group
9.00-11.00
Acacia build.

5th April
Class 5/6
Camp

6th April
Class 5/6
Camp

Page 9

Thursday
4th Feb
ECE and
Primary
Meeting
11th Feb
EC Parent
lunchtime
Class 2
parent meet
6pm.
ECE All staff
Primary
Meet
18th Feb
All Staff
Meeting

Friday
5th Feb

Saturday
6th Feb

Sunday
7th Feb

12th Feb

13th Feb

14th Feb

19th Feb
PAD
Meeting
7.00pm8.00pm

20th Feb

21st Feb

26th Feb

27th Feb
BUSH
DANCE
5.00pm

28th Feb

4th March
Mid-term
break

5th March

6th March
P&F SWAP
MEET

11th March

12th March

13th March

17th March
All Staff
Meet.

18th March
Curriculum
Journey

19th March

20th March

24th March
EC Easter
Festival
11.15
Primary Fest
TBA Time
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
31st March
ECE Meet
Primary
Meet
School Tour
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm
7th April
Class 5/6
Camp
All Meet.

25th March
Easter
Friday

26th March
Easter
Saturday

27th March
Easter
Sunday

1st April

2nd April

3rd April

8th April
Last day of
Term 1.
Camp

9th April

10th April

25th Feb
Regional
ECE / ECE
Meet
3.30pm
3rd March
ECE
Meeting
Primary
Meet
School Tour
10th March
ECE all
Meet
Primary
Meet

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th April
2016. Term 2 commences on Tuesday
26th April.
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