
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday 16th March 2016 
Edition 421 

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081.  Phone: 08 9295 4787    ABN 48 417 551 865 
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au     School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au    Community Development and Enrolments: 
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au 

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent 
to the school explaining the absence. 

 

 
News for the Silver Tree Steiner School 

Community 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
I was away in Melbourne last weekend attending the Steiner Education Australia 
Delegates conference and Annual General Meeting and a major focus was looking 
towards the centenary year of the beginning of Steiner Education at the Waldorf 
Astoria factory at Stuttgart.  Silver Tree will concentrate on various initiatives over the 
next few years in preparation for the centenary year in 2019.  
A most interesting session at the conference included a keynote address by David 
Liknaitzky who has more than 30 years’ experience as an independent organisation 
development and community development consultant, based on an anthroposophical 
foundation. His talk was inspirational, looking at developing relationships within a 
work place context  speaking about interest, empathy and cooperation and linking 
these attributes to the Steiner philosophy of thinking, feeling and will or head, heart 
and hands. His talk made me realise that what we endeavour to instil in the children 
at our school doesn’t stop when they leave but develops further into adulthood and 
the way in which, as individuals, they live their lives with others in freedom. David runs 
spiritatwork, a consultancy that empowers and coaches leaders to think creatively and 
strategically about organisational development.  
“His interest is in building ethical and collaborative workplaces in which people can 
bring their whole selves to work, and meaningfully take initiatives and make 
contributions that matter to them. Building great organisations through unlocking the 
creative spirit at work.” 

Social life is healthy 
Only when the whole community forms 

In the mirror of the human soul,  
And when the strengths and virtues of each individual 

live in the community. 
 

                                                  The Motto of the Social Ethic: Rudolf Steiner 
 

A reminder to all parents that this Friday evening beginning at 5.15pm the school will 
be conducting the Curriculum Journey in which each class teacher will be speaking 
about the curriculum in their particular class and it’s development through the year. 
This is a great opportunity for parents and guardians to gather a complete 
understanding of the Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework from Class 1 to Class 
6. The evening will commence promptly so that each class has the opportunity to 
address the educational and developmental content for each year level. Participants 
will move through the classes culminating in a question and answer session at the end 
of the evening. Childcare is provided in the Kindergarten area as well as bread and 
soup for $2.00 per child, please RSVP reception (welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au) as 
soon as possible to confirm numbers. 
 
Parents and guardians please be advised that Term 2 school Fees are due on 8th April. 
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth. 
Mark Panaia 
Administrator 
 

Curriculum Journey  
Friday 18th March  
 
Early Childhood Easter Festival  
Thursday 24th March 11:15am 
 
Easter Holidays 
Friday 25th March until Tuesday 
29th March 
Children return to school on 
Wednesday 30th March  
 
School Tour 
Thursday 31st March  
 
Class 5/6 Camp 
Monday 4th April until Friday 8th 
April  
 
Last day of Term 1 
Friday 8th April  
 
School Holidays 
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th 
April  
Term 2 commences on Tuesday 
26th April  
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Though much is changing, I stand strong 
And in the darkness, shine. 
For sleep, the plants and creatures long 
But I have work divine. 
 
For sun-seeds golden I’ll be sowing, 
Warmly from my heart’s depth’s glowing, 
Into winter’s icy flowing. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for the great response to our reminder to bring in your blown eggs. We are up and 
flying now. The celebration of Easter can begin! 
Thank you to our keen crafters, Alison Anthoni and Peta Bradford for their wee gifts to the kindergartens.  It is always 
lovely to have new, beautifully made toys to add to our rooms. Thank you to all those lovely Dads and Mums who have 
been coming along to help in the kitchens each day.  There are still a few spaces to fill in all the rooms if anyone is able 
to do some extras. Just sign up outside the kindergartens.  And last but by no means least, thank you to the families 
who manage to bring us flowers for the kindergartens every week.  Even greenery is much appreciated, especially at 
this time of year when the earth is dry, dry, dry.  
 
NITS are still around. Please keep checking heads. Please do let us know if you find nits as then we can warn everyone 
else to check straight away and stop transmission quickly. Thank you.  
 
EASTER FESTIVAL – 11.15 AM THURSDAY 24TH MARCH. 
Easter is the only festival where humanity still looks to the cosmos to find the date. Easter falls on the week-end after 
the first full moon after the equinox. If you look into the sky at the moment you will notice that the moon is well on its 
way to half full already. The equinox, (that is the half way point between the shortest and longest days, when the hours 
of daylight approximately equal the hours of darkness everywhere, as the sun is directly overhead at the equator.) this 
year is 20th March, and the full moon is on 23rd March.  Which means Good Friday is 25th March this year. Sometimes 
the equinox will fall just after a full moon and then Easter is pushed into April. What a marvelous thing it is to look to 
the heavens for guidance. Why do we continue to do this? Well the Easter events took place the week after Passover, 
in the Jewish calendar and that calendar still follows a lunar calendar, so Passover like Easter is determined by the 
phases of the Moon.  
 
Easter, like all Christian festivals may well have taken on ideas and symbols from Pagan festivals that happened at 
about the same time before Christianity. In the Christian picture Easter Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection of 
Jesus; His return to new life. Pagan festivals in the Northern Hemisphere Spring were perhaps more interested in 
fertility, hence the eggs and chicks we associate with Easter, and the sprouting of plant life after a long winter sleep. 
Coincidentally as we head towards autumn Easter can often be a time of new growth as our native plants recover from 
the dry of summer when the first autumn rains arrive. Perhaps not this year, but when Easter falls later those pictures 
might coalesce.  
 
So how can one bring all this to young children and still maintain the wonder and awe in the goodness of the world? 
The gifts of the mother earth, the generosity of hens, whose ability to lay eggs often wanes through the terrible heat 
of summer but become more bountiful as the temperatures drop at Easter time, the kindness and unselfishness of the 
hare, and the simple activity of watching the moon grow bigger in the sky each night in the lead up to Easter, are all 
simple pleasures to be rejoiced in and enjoyed.  
 
School will end immediately after the festival for all children on that day, including Rainbows and Kindy Care children.  
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Early Childhood Chatter cont... 
We wish you all a peaceful and joyful Easter break! 
Paddy, Jo and Sheoaka - Kindergarten teachers 
 

LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS 
Yggdrasil the World Tree by Kyla Cox  
 
I am the World Tree Yggdrasil, I am home to all animals and all the birds in the world live in me. There is a very cheeky 
squirrel who keeps running up and down my bark, and a hawk that sits on an eagle’s beak right at the very top of me. 
On one side of me there is a world of hot whirling steaming fire, and on the other side of me there is a pit of ice it was 
huge and cold. 
I do wonder when the cheeky squirrel will stop running up and down my bark because it drives me crazy. Under me 
there is a dragon who also drives me crazy, but overall my life is good. The end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dream Come True by Isaiah Humphreys 
Odin 
Once I appeared and I don’t know how I appeared but I have heard how I appeared. This is the story of how I was born. 
Once upon a time there was a cow and it licked my dad into creation. 3 sons and I was one of them, and that is the 
story I have been telling how I was born. 
 
Once I was made by all the Aesir Gods who made me the highest so they built me a silver tower and then they decided 
to make the hall of Asdard and make everything with gold and silver. 
Once I was looking for my tower and I saw a man at a well and I made my mind up that I wanted to have a drink from 
that well. The man who cared for the well was Mimir. I asked him, “Could I please have a drink from your well?” He 
thought about it and he said “Only if you give me your all seeing eye.” I thought about it and I said “Ok!” 
So I got my hand and scoped my eye out and now we have been best friends for ever and ever. 
 
Once I was sitting in my tower and I saw a Jotun and I actually took a liking to this fellow, so I went and said “Hi, how 
are you going?” the Jotun said “I am Loki and I can be a bit mischievous and sometimes good.” We has a big friendship 
and we decided to be blood brothers. I don’t know if you know what blood brothers is, so just in case I will tell you. So 
being blood brothers is quite special, you make a cut in each other’s arms and put them together and that is how you 
become blood brothers. 
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Light Keepers News cont... 

Once my wife had a baby and we named him Thor. He grew into a strong Aesir God. One day Loki behaved very cheekily, 
when it was midnight he snuck into Sif’s room and totally cut all her hair! So I screamed ‘Loki!!!” Loki ran for his life. 
Eventually Thor came down and said “I definitely will get some more hair.” 
 
That was the story of Odin, Loki and Thor.  
The end.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KOORDJENANGIN NEWS 
A big thank you to Louise Elaerts (Toby's Mum) who visited our class on Monday and played her mandolin for us. Thank 
you Louise, we loved hearing your beautiful music! 
Anna Brindal 
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 _________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

School Photo Day 
Wednesday 4th May 2016 

Silver Tree Steiner School photo day will be held on the second week back at school in Term 2, on 
Wednesday 4th May.  We have decided to use Fotoworks again this year, as we have had some 
wonderful feedback. 
Like last year, the students will receive an envelope with their individual barcode which identifies the 
child.  Sibling photos are pre-ordered.  For individual photos, Fotoworks will take a photo of all 
students so that if you wish to order a photo online at a later date you can.   
As an additional bonus, Fotoworks have a return policy on all photos.  If you are not happy with the 
photo and they are pre-paid, they can be returned for a refund or they will re-take the photo for you, 
whichever is preferred. 
Further details will be provided in future newsletters and if you wish to visit Fotoworks’ website it is 
www.fotoworks.com.au .  For any queries please contact the office. 
 

DRESS CODE POLICY  
Please be reminded that students must be in appropriate clothing whilst at school. The purpose of the Dress Code 
policy is to provide guidelines to The Silver Tree Steiner School community on what is acceptable attire for students to 
wear to school. For more information, please refer to Dress Code policy in the office or on the school website.  
 

DENTAL VAN 
The vans new location will be the Clayton View Primary School, remaining there for about 8-10weeks. 
Locations following this are as follows; Helena Valley PS, Parkerville PS, Darlington PS, Glen Forrest PS 
 

CRAFT GROUP 
What a lovely craft week this week.  We busily made native animals for kindy, and some bunnies for Easter. Craft is 
not on next week 21st due to a P and F meeting, nor the next week, as that is the Easter Monday. Next craft day is 
4th April and our last one for term 1! 
 
DOLL MAKING COURSE - TERM 2. 
Book now for Silver Trees annual doll making course. Cost is $80 for about 10 weekly sessions running over term 2 on 
Thursday nights.  Join us in the joyful creation of gorgeous Waldorf dolls, an experience well worth the effort.  No need 
for sewing experience, we are there to teach you. If you have joined us previously you may come for free and help 
others while doing another doll (charge for materials only $40) or come for FREE if making a doll for the school.  If you 
have a doll kit dusty in the cupboard and need help it is $40 for the term. Doll making materials available to purchase 
for home sewing for $40. Be quick only 10 places this time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mothers group have created lovely patchwork pieces for a quilt to put on the floor for babes during the session.  We 
ask if anyone with sewing / quilting skills in the community is interested in helping to put it together.  Let us know if 
you can help. Thanks.  

http://www.fotoworks.com.au/
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News from the School cont... 

SPECIAL EASTER SURPRISE  
The office received a lovely “Easter Tree” from the very excited and 
enthusiastic Gumnut Kindy children today! It is so unique that we have 
proudly displayed it in the office, please come in to view it for yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 _________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

There’s more to Reading than Meets the Eye 
Everyone who comes in contact with Waldorf education is sure to notice how beautiful it is, from the enchanting 
natural toys and seasonal themes in the kindergarten rooms, to the incredible chalkboard drawings in each classroom. 
Visitors and prospective parents enjoy the amazing array of children’s artistic creations — the paintings and drawings, 
knitted dolls and animals, woven baskets, beeswax figures, and wood carvings, just to name a few. The music that the 
children play, their singing, and the wonderful plays each class performs are truly impressive. They admire the main 
lesson books written and illustrated by the students, books that artistically reflect the rich curriculum of a Waldorf 
school. And of course they can’t help but notice the happy faces of the children in a Waldorf school. 

But invariably the question arises of how and when children are taught to read in a Waldorf School. The growing anxiety 
in our society over declining reading skills is so pervasive that suddenly, all the wonders and beauty of a Waldorf 
education pale in the shadow of the reading issue. “But Waldorf schools take a laid back approach to reading,” people 
say. “Waldorf students are not taught to read in first grade like public school students.” 

As a mother of four Waldorf students, I have often heard such remarks, and each time a cry of protest wells up inside 
of me. “Take a deeper look,” I want to shout. There’s more to reading than you may think at first glance. 

People generally think of reading as the ability to recognize the configuration of letters on a page and to pronounce 
the words and sentences represented there. This is the mechanical outer activity of reading that is easy to recognize. 
So, when people talk about teaching children to read, they mean teaching them to decode the symbols that stand for 
sounds and words. 

I have taught for a number of years in public and parochial schools that use this standard approach. In kindergarten, 
children as young as four years and eight months, are required to memorize the alphabet, a set of abstract symbols, 
and to learn the sounds that go with them. This process, called reading readiness, is dry and abstract, foreign to the 
very nature of small children. 

In the primary grades, children continue to work on the outer mechanical aspect of reading. Students spend long 
periods of time reading simplistic texts that correspond to the level of their decoding abilities. Readers and textbooks 
contain stories and information written with restricted vocabularies and simple sentence structure. There is little to 
ignite young imaginations, to evoke wonder, or to stimulate appreciation for the beauty and complexity of language. 

By the time such students reached my fifth and sixth grade classroom, they were all capable of decoding the words on 
a page, with varying degrees of fluidity. Some were good readers, but for many of my students, the words and  
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Article cont... 
sentences did not come together into a coherent whole. They had difficulty understanding or remembering what they 
read. On the surface, these children appeared to be reading, but with such limited comprehension, can it really be 
called reading? 

Clearly, there is more to reading than meets the eye! Besides the superficial process of decoding words on a page, 
there is a corresponding inner activity that must be cultivated for true reading to occur. Waldorf teachers call it “living 
into the story.” When a child is living into a story, she forms imaginative inner pictures in response to the words. Having 
the ability to form mental images, to understand, gives meaning to the process of reading. Without this ability, a child 
may well be able to decode the words on a page, but he will remain functionally illiterate. 

Of course non-Waldorf teachers recognize the importance of the inner activity of reading too. They refer to it as 
reading comprehension skills. In the middle and upper grades of elementary school, tremendous effort is spent trying 
to expand students’ vocabularies and to somehow work on comprehension. This is an arduous task, largely because 
reading is being taught in a way that is out of sync with children’s natural capacities. The teacher in the upper grades 
must address reading comprehension problems and also deal with the tremendous antipathy children with difficulties 
feel towards reading. 

It is very difficult to teach fifth or sixth graders, who have trouble with reading comprehension, how to create mental 
pictures. This inner capacity seems to have never properly developed in many. In contrast, kindergarten and primary 
grade children, left unhindered, are naturally busy creating imaginative inner pictures. They love listening to stories 
and actually live in the visual realm of imagination. How tragic that, in most schools, kindergarten and primary grade 
students are diverted from developing and strengthening this inner capacity so essential to true reading, in favor of 
learning dry abstract symbols and decoding skills. 

The same thing can be said for vocabulary enrichment. Everyone knows how effortlessly young children develop a 
sense for language and how quickly and unconsciously their vocabularies grow. They hear new words in stories and 
conversations and somehow have a sense for their meaning. They may not be able give dictionary definitions, but 
somehow new words fit into the images that flow through a child’s mind when she hears stories. 

How unfortunate it is that in the early grades most children are not exposed to rich complex language, simply because 
such language would not be compatible with their limited decoding skills. Just at the time when their minds are most 
open to language acquisition they are working with artificially limited vocabularies in school! Of course, vocabulary 
building is an ongoing process throughout the school years and beyond. But it is much easier for older children to learn 
new vocabulary if they already have a well-developed sense of language, and a large pool of words and mental images 
to build upon. 

It is apparent that the growing illiteracy problem in this country is not caused by the lack of technical decoding skills. 
For most of the children with reading deficiencies, it is a crisis in comprehension, a crisis largely brought about by the 
early introduction of abstract decoding skills and by ignoring the powerful tools of imagination and artistic activity that 
are the natural avenues of learning for young school children. Ironically, the only cure put forward by the educational 
establishment is to work harder and earlier on decoding skills, which only exacerbates the problem further. 

The conventional method of teaching reading must be turned inside out in order to take advantage of children’s 
naturally developing capacities for learning. And this is precisely what happens in Waldorf Schools. On the very first 
day of kindergarten, children in a Waldorf school begin learning to read. True, it is not the technical, dry, outer aspect 
of reading that they are asked to work on. Instead they are engaged with the far more important inner aspect of 
reading. 

Working with a real knowledge of the developing child, Waldorf teachers begin teaching reading by cultivating 
children’s sense of language and their inner capacities to form mental images. Vivid verbal pictures and the use of rich 
language are constantly employed in the classroom. Difficult vocabulary and complex sentence structure are not held 
back in the telling of tales. Children sing and recite a vast treasury of songs and poems that many learn by heart. 
Children live into the world of imaginative inner pictures, totally unaware that they are developing the most important 
capacities needed for reading comprehension, for reading with understanding. They learn naturally and joyfully. 
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Article cont... 
Imaginative stories, songs and poetry do not end in kindergarten. Rudolf Steiner points out that children between the 
ages of about seven to fourteen have, above all, the gift of fantasy. So it only makes sense that children learn best if 
the curriculum is brought in such a way that it captivates their imaginations. In his book, Kingdom of Childhood, Steiner 
says, “We should avoid a direct approach to the conventional letters of the alphabet which are used in the writing and 
printing of civilized man. Rather should we lead the child in a vivid and imaginative way, through the various stages 
which man himself has passed through in the history of civilization.” 

My own children experienced the joy of learning the letters of the alphabet through imaginative stories and through 
the painting or drawing that accompanied each one. The letter “K”, for instance, may be introduced by telling a fanciful 
story about a king. Then the teacher may draw a picture of the king standing in a pose that looks similar to the letter 
“K.” This process hearkens back to the picture writing of early man, and gives our modern symbols real and living 
qualities to which children can relate. Although it took the entire year of first grade to present the alphabet in this way, 
my children were never bored. They were living into their fantasy, living with a wellspring of imaginative pictures. They 
were, in fact learning reading comprehension, long before they learned decoding. Amazingly, Waldorf children learn 
the hard part first without even knowing it! They live into the stories, they create inner pictures, and they understand 
the words. Then comes the easy part, learning to decode letters that are no longer so abstract and foreign, and to read 
the printed word 

So, the first book that my daughter, Anna, read when she was “finally taught to read” was not a dull primer, but 
beautiful prose by E. B. White, Charlotte’s Web. True, she learned to decode later than many of her public school 
counterparts, but she learned to read fluently, with understanding and enjoyment, much sooner than most. Take a 
look at the sophisticated novels and poetry that upper grade Waldorf students are reading. Take in an eighth grade 
production of Shakespeare, and you will see the wisdom of the Waldorf approach to reading 

Working with a true knowledge of the human being, a true understanding of the stages of child development, the 
Waldorf teacher is able to educate children in ways that enable them to blossom forth with joy. As Rudolf Steiner says, 
“It is indeed so that a true knowledge of man loosens and releases the inner life of soul and brings a smile to the face. 

By Barbara Sokolov from Renewal: Spring Summer 2000 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

P&F NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

SWAP MEET 
THANK YOU Wendy for organising, preparing and running the swap meet. Also thank you to all the other volunteers 
who gave their time (on a Sunday morning!) to help out. The event raised around $1,600 for the P&F which can go 
towards building a much needed pathway to the new classroom.  
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The date for the P&F AGM has been changed to Monday 4 April - time & venue to be decided. All positions are now 
open and we welcome nominations from people within our community. Of particular note, the P&F are looking for a 
new president as Marion has decided to step down. If you feel like you have something special to offer to the role 
please speak to Marion, June or Linda. You will be extremely supported within this role by a pretty fabulous group of 
people.  
 
'Normal' P&F meeting 21 March Acacia Playgroup - just after drop-off 
(Thank you craft group for permitting the P&F to use this space during your allotted time) 
 
P & F KAYAK RAFFLE 
Thank you to those who have taken a book of 10 tickets to sell!  Some have sold a whole book 
already! Tickets are available to buy in the office and school shop $4ea.  Contact me if you 
would like a book to sell to friends or family. Ends early May.  
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P&F cont... 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
We are out the front of Woolworths on the 2nd of April with a spot to sell tickets (inside the doors).  If you can spare 
an hour or 2 it would be greatly appreciated.  Kids are great sales people so bring them along. Lots of people are happy 
to buy knowing it's for a local school. If you like Coles better, you can help out soon once I get a date for Coles!  
I also need help distributing tickets to local shops.  If you can take some around where you live let me know. Most 
retail outlets have been happy to take them so far.  
Close of ticket sales is early May, lets get cracking!  
 
Thanks in advance  
Debbie  
0413153071 
debbietargett@gmail.com  
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to 

the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement 

by Silver Tree Steiner School.  

LISA DIVINE VISIT 

Lisa Divine is a priest who is based in Sydney but also comes to work in the anthroposophical community in Perth. She 
will be visiting Perth on Thursday 17th to Sunday 20th of March.  Community talks and private consultations will be 
available and both children and adult services will be held.  Please see below for session times and locations.  Please 
note that donations for the services to the community that the Reverent Lisa Divine provides enable her to return to 
Perth to continue her work, please give generously. 
 
For more information or to receive your own program please send your email address to Veronica at 
vantulov29@gmail.com or contact Lisa on 0401 367808 for consultations.  
 
THURSDAY 17th MARCH  
Talk: Creating Reverence in Childhood  
Time: 7.00pm 
Venue: West Coast Steiner School  
 
FRIDAY 18th MARCH  
Talk: How do Humans Work with Nature 
Time: 7.30pm  
Venue: Pinakari, 4 Bottrill St, Hamilton Hill  
 
SATURDAY 19TH MARCH  
Talk: Who Were the 12 Apostles and What do They Represent? 
Time: 5.15pm    
Venue: Applecross Girls Guide Hall, Collier Street, Ardross  
 
SUNDAY 20th MARCH 
Talk: Family Group and Story – Children’s Service (Classes 1 – 7) 
Time: 9.00am    
Venue: Applecross Girls Guide Hall, Collier Street, Ardross 
Talk: Act of Consecration of Man  
Time: 10.00am  
Venue:  Applecross Girls Guide Hall, Collier Street, Ardross 
Talk: The Events of Holy Week and Their Relationship to Our Biographies  
Time:  12.00pm – 1.30pm   
Venue: Applecross Girls Guide Hall, Collier Street, Ardross  
Cost:  $15 / $10 Concession   
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLASSIFIEDS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

MUNDARING CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
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