Early Childhood Easter Festival
Thursday 24th March 11:15am
Primary Easter Festival
Thursday 24th March
welcome from 1:30pm

Wednesday 23rd March 2016
Edition 422

parents

Easter Holidays
Friday 25th March until Tuesday
29th March
Children return to school on
Wednesday 30th March
School Tour
Thursday 31st March
Class 5/6 Camp
Monday 4th April until Friday 8th
April
Last day of Term 1
Friday 8th April
School Holidays
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th
April
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY *DATE
CHANGED*
The school photo day will now be
on Wednesday 11th May 2016
(week three, Term 2)
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
Early Childhood Chatter

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development and Enrolments:
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The Curriculum Journey we conducted last Friday evening was a fantastic success with
about 30 parents and prospective parents attending. There were a few written
questions at the end of the session that will be answered in this newsletter in a
different section, for the purposes of space others will be answered in the near future.
One of the interesting things to come out of the experience for me as a first time
participant was the enthusiasm, understanding, knowledge and care the teachers had
for the children in their classes. In striving to be a Steiner teacher they endeavour to
reinvent themselves within each year to meet the needs of the children as they grow
and change. They have a vested interest and firm connection with each individual child
in their class which was evident to me in their presentations. As Steiner teachers they
try to write reports and teach in a way that holds true to Steiner Education whilst
meeting the obligations of the government who provide funding but have a limited
knowledge of our educational ideals and values.
Congratulations to all our teachers on a beautiful and inspiring evening of learning and
understanding.
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A friendly reminder, following the excellent information that was sent out to the
community via email, our Easter Festival is this Thursday and is repeated in this
newsletter. Please read this to be fully informed of this very special occasion at the
school.
Congratulations to our Class 2 teacher, Natasha, on her marriage to Nathaniel on
Saturday, we wish them both the very best in their future lives together.
We have had some queries concerning the Easter Tuesday holiday, for clarification
please see the directive from the Western Australian Department of Education in
italics below or refer to the Department of Education Website
http://det.wa.edu.au/termdates/detcms/navigation/current-dates/
‘Schools are not required to open on Easter Tuesday 29 March. However, country
schools may open on this day and substitute another day for local agricultural shows
with approval of school councils/boards and regional executive directors.’
Wishing the Silver Tree Steiner School community a happy and safe Easter break.
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Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

O Nature, you are as a mother to me,
Giving me strength and nourishing me.
I feel you near me and nearer still.
You fill me with fire – how strong in my will!
To be doing what’s good is what I desire,
And I shall, for I’m filled with God’s heavenly fire.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER FESTIVAL – THURSDAY 24TH MARCH- 11.15 am
We eagerly look forward to welcoming you all to the Easter Festival. Playgroup parents and children can go to Marri
Kindergarten if you do not have older siblings in Kindergarten. That is where Julie will be. As the Festivals are very
much arranged around children being with their parents, if you cannot be at school with your child please arrange for
another family to ‘adopt’ them for the festival.
Please arrive as close to 11.15 as you can. Very soon afterwards listen out for the Easter bells. We will all sing a blessing
together and then you can settle down and have a picnic morning tea with your family. Pay attention as special gifts
for you and your children may arrive while you are eating.
The Festival will end at about 12.15 pm. There is no school for kindergarten children or any kindy care in the afternoon.
Enjoy a restful and beautiful Easter break. Term resumes on Wednesday 30th March.
THANK YOU
A special thank you must go to Paddy, Julie, Sharron, Kaye, Katie and Karolina, for helping with Childcare on the night
of the Curriculum Journey. Paddy, Julie and Sharron did an amazing job keeping a large group of very young children
happy, even rocking some to sleep in their arms, for much longer than they had expected. Thank you for your kindness
and expertise. If you have the chance, please thank them personally. They all came in on their day off and stayed longer
than was expected, leaving the school long after everyone else had left.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
*****CHANGE OF DATE*****
School Photo Day
Wednesday 11th May 2016
Silver Tree Steiner School photo day was advertised in last week’s newsletter that it was going to be held
on the second week back at school in Term 2, on Wednesday 4th May. However due to the Class 4 camp
that week we have moved the date to Wednesday 11th May 2016. (Week three, Term 2)

SCHOOL FEES REMINDER
Parents and guardians please be advised that Term 2 school Fees are due before Friday 8th April.

CURRICULUM JOURNEY QUESTIONS
Q. How many male teachers/leaders in the school. Is there a balance- or attempt at balance?
Ideally, Silver Tree would be extremely happy with a 50% mix of male and female staff members to have a healthy
balance in terms of role models for the children. However, statistically in primary education as a whole (both
independent and state schools) less than one in five staff members are male but the number may be increasing
according to recent university enrolments. A number of variables are the cause for the low number of males being
attracted to the profession, however, a lot of money and time have been placed in recruiting males to the profession.
When the school advertises a position and the recruitment process is followed, the best person for the position is
chosen regardless of gender.
Please go to https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/30030576/push-to-get-more-male-primary-teachers/ for
more information.
Q. Steiner quoted teaching two languages i.e. French and English, are we only considering German?
Traditionally in Steiner Education two languages are offered, chosen to differ in their structure and grammar. One
language would be from the same language group as English e.g. German, Italian, and the other from a different
language group such as an Asian language e.g. Japanese, Indonesian.
Often as a result of financial constraints or of staffing problems (as it is an extremely specialised learning area), it will
not always be practical for two foreign languages to be offered. In some schools this has even led to the situation of
no foreign languages on offer at all.
As German is the existing Language Other Than English (LOTE) offered at Perth Waldorf School (PWS) and West Coast
Steiner School (WCSS), Silver Tree classes learn German and have done so since a language has been on offer. PWS
offers Japanese as a second foreign language in their secondary school.
For a more comprehensive article into the study of foreign languages in Steiner schools please see
http://www.waldorfdaf.info/material/Foreign%20Languages%20in%20Steiner%20Waldorf%20Schools%20Jaffke%20Cl%201-3.pdf

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Parkerville Playgroup Expo (Pregnancy and Beyond) Sunday 3rd April 9am – 2pm
Volunteers needed to help Andrea and Zoe with serving / making ice creams. We will be selling our yummy Ice
creams at the expo and Hayley will also be there marketing our school.
If you can do any of these shifts please can you let me know:
9:30 – 11:30 (one person needed)
11:30 – 13:30 (two people needed)
Many thanks, Zoe Hemsted
zmhemsted@aapt.net.au
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0427 737 778

_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Gardening & Environmental Management News
Autumn has arrived and we have been busy harvesting and preparing the soil for the winter crops in the school veggie
garden. The last of the tomatoes were harvested, along with green beans and rosemary that was dried in the sun. The
progress of the pumpkins has been monitored very closely by the children each week and it was with great excitement
that the first batch was harvested last week!

Light Keepers with the first of this year’s pumpkins
harvested from the garden
Class 1 harvesting tomatoes
Thank you to Zoe Hemsted for the generous donation of vegetable and herb seeds for the school veggie garden. They
are much appreciated! Further donations of organic seeds for our garden would be very welcome, particularly of
varieties that are known to do well in the hills. Please talk to the office if you are able to help. Thank you also to those
that have offered to share the gardening lessons with us on a Friday morning. Your help in supervising and encouraging
the children as they garden will be invaluable! There is still room for more, it would be particularly helpful to have a
few more Class 1 parents come along.
Class Times are –
Class 1 – 8.30am to 9.15am
Pathfinders – 9.15am to 10am
Alchemists – 10am to 10.45am
Light Keepers – 12pm to 12.45pm
Koordjenangin – 11.15am to 12pm
If you would like to be involved or have any questions about GEMs or the school gardening & environmental program,
please contact Karen Brown at gems@silvertree.wa.edu.au or on 0420 480 787.
Karen Brown, GEMs Coordinator.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

ESSENTIAL OIL INSPIRED COMMUNITY EVENT
Easter Monday, 28th March
Darlington Hall 2-5pm FREE entry. Children WELCOME.
We are so pleased to bring a relaxing and inspiring afternoon about essential oils to the community in the Darlington
Hall. Become more empowered for self-care and the care of your family. There will be talks on doTERRA essential
oils presented by various speakers, one of whom is our special guest, Em Falconbridge from the U.S who is travelling
all this way to be with us. Vivian from our school community will also present a talk. Short 20 min workshops and
craft activities, aroma touch massage, music and much more!
2pm Welcome and why doTERRA?
3pm Essential oils Introduction by Emily Falconbridge
4pm Essential oils and Emotions by Vivian Paans.
We hope you can make it and really look forward to sharing a wonderful afternoon filled with heart.
For further details contact either Vivian 0422 202 522 or Sonya 0419 488 797
Our upcoming essential oil classes are really exciting. Our friend Em Falconbridge is travelling from the U.S especially
for our classes and will be talking all things doTERRA essential oils.
Join Em and Sonya Crowther: Wednesday 30th March, from 7:30pm at Sonya's home in Darlington. Phone Sonya
0419488797 for address details.
Sonya and Em hosting a gathering Friday 1st April from 10am at The Pines Cafe in Darlington. Come a little earlier to
order your morning brew.
Join Vivian Paans for an essential oils and emotions class Sunday, 3rd April in Vivian's home in Darlington. Phone Vivian
0422 202 522 for address details.
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Courses/Workshops/Events cont...
SHIRE OF MUNDARING
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_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

SOUL TREE ORGANIC CAFÉ

WANTED TO BUY
Looking for a full size violin in good condition. 3/4 size available to sell on attainment of a full size. Call
Sheoaka Kingston 9299 7228

Page 7

THE YOUNG CHILD

The Young Child
working with children from birth to three
Invites you to

Dig

in the Mud
A five day intensive with early childhood expert Sandra Frain
Sandra Frain has run a highly successful Waldorf Education Family Day Care in the Eastern States. She leads Teacher Parent educational workshops, both in Australia and Internationally. With a wealth of experience and passion for the
very early years, family life, nature based play and biodynamic gardening Sandra will inspire us to take a walk
through the child’s world, and come back with fresh insight.
Sandra’s focus will be experiential and include
The artistry and practicality of being in the Daycare Business
Developing “the storyteller within” through “Neuro Dramatic Play”
Exploring our personal story as it relates to being nurturing educators
Creating every day ceremonies and Cultural Festivals
Soul filled kitchen chemistry for healing our ailments
Bringing a nature based programme
As we work we will be sure to grind the grain and knead the bread, make cosy felt
slippers and DIG IN THE MUD!!
Coordinator
Jenny Hill
WHERE Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive, Bibra Lake
WHEN
11 - 15 July 2016 10.00am - 4.00pm
COST
$625
For more information contact Jenny Hill
Tel: - 0432 735 744 email: - jennyhill@iinet.net.au

NUTRITIONIST AND NATROPATH
12 weeks program to improved (gut) health, less stress, more focus, more feel-good, by nutritionist & naturopath
Jacinta O'Connor and Health Coach Nina Camfferman
If you are looking to improve your gut and overall health in a way that is sustainable, reduce stress for a sense of calm
and purpose, get clarity, focus and direction in life, this program is for you!
Sessions will be held fortnightly for a small group of people, with online support session in between in person sessions,
starting in April, children welcome*
The program will guide you to:
Improve your digestion and energy; Reduce symptoms of diseases that find their origin in the gut like allergies and
food sensitivities, autoimmune disease, asthma and eczema, behavioral issues/mental health challenges,
overweight; Gain tips and tools for meal ideas and cooking routines; Deal with yeasts, parasites and heavy
metals; Find out what is keeping you from living your life to your full potential; Learn how to work with time,
and setting priorities; Manage stress in a mindful way; Fill your own cup: getting in the mindset of making self-care a
daily routine
*The program is also available in a one-on-one coaching program.
Please contact me (Nina) for more information, I am looking forward to hearing from you. Love, Nina 0420 729 472
nina@yourwellnesseverafter.com
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