Wednesday 6th April 2016
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Class 5/6 Camp
Monday 4th April until Friday 8th
April
Last day of Term 1
Friday 8th April

News for the Silver Tree Steiner School
Community

School Holidays
Monday 11th April – Monday 25th
April
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 3rd May 7pm in the
Koordjenangin class room
School Photo Day
Wednesday 4th May

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development and Enrolments:
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents,

School Tour
Thursday 19th May

This week Mark is away with the Koordjenangin Class on camp in Kalgoorlie so I am
taking the opportunity to wish you all a wonderful upcoming holiday break. School
resumes again on Tuesday 28th April and we look forward to welcoming everyone back
after a safe and restful break.

Mid-Term Break
Friday 3rd June – Monday 6th June

This morning’s assembly was a musical feast in honour of Julia Humphreys who was
farewelled with songs from each primary class. Please enjoy this selection of photos
from this special morning.
Many blessings,
Donna Bieundurry
Education Coordinator
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___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

Refreshed, renewed, replenished I am standing
Within this world of golden autumn light.
A wondrous, mighty sword the gods are handing
To those whose souls with fire of love burn bright.
This flashing sword like sunrays streaming, searing,
In darkness shines and makes me firm and sure.
No dragon on my path need I be fearing;
I’m armed with light – God-given, sun-forged, pure!

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Making sense of the world- kindy style: “It costs three dollars. So you need to give me three treasures. Then I can give
you three treasures back.”
The long Easter break meant that the children were well rested last week and the play was beautiful, cooperative and
creative. Obstacle courses were popular as was cubby building both inside and outside. The children are also
rediscovering the joy of the mud pits with much dam building and harbour making.
This week we all return to our regular rhythms. Young children are always so happy to return to the safety of knowing
what comes next and what to expect and this last week will reestablish all of those in preparation for next term.
Thank you once again to all the kitchen and garden fairies, we really appreciate your help each and every day.
House Keeping
Next term:
SLIPPERS will be needed. It is best if you can find a pair that can live at school. RAINCOATS need to be brought on wet
days. We play outside in all weathers and children without spare clothes and/or raincoats will be restricted to the
verandahs. Not their idea of fun.
BUSHWALKS will also begin early next term. We always welcome parents on bush walks. It does not matter how many
of you come each time. These are truly glorious moments to share with your child. We will let you know in the first
week which days we will be going so you can plan to stay an hour or so and come with us.
The rosters for the cleaning fairies will go up on the first day of term two. Please sign up when you can help.

CLASS ONE NEWS
The Class 1 children have had a wonderful start to the year and their primary school journey. So
far, through various fairy tales, the children have been busy learning the alphabet up to the letter
Q before moving on to their first Math main lesson where they have learned both the quantitative
and qualitative aspects of each number from one to ten. It’s so exciting to see the children find
the letter or numeral of the day in my chalkboard drawing and to have them gallop in from
lunchtime play with a piece of curled bark resembling a ‘C’ or a stick in the shape of an ‘I’! The
children have settled into a happy rhythm which includes painting, drawing, form drawing, games,
craft, news telling, music and cooking, punctuated with regular opportunities for free play – so
necessary to support them in their move from Kindergarten to ‘big’ school. I hope you enjoy
these photos from our first term together. I feel so blessed to be their teacher.
Kindest regards,
Katie
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Class One News cont…

Jesse-Rose’s fox
Levin brought tadpoles and a frog for news!

LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS
Our Place
In the universe is the galaxy
In the galaxy is the Milky Way
In the Milky Way is the Solar System
In the Solar System is planet earth
On planet earth is the country of Australia
In Australia is Western Australia
In western Australia is the Swan Valley
At the top of the Swan Valley rests the Perth Hills
In the Perth Hills is the suburb of Parkerville
In the suburb of Parkerville is Roland Road
On Roland Road is Silver Tree Steiner School
In Silver Tree Steiner School is the Light Keepers Classroom
In the Light Keepers classroom is my desk
Here I sit
At my desk
In the Light Keepers Classroom,
In the Silver Tree Steiner School
On Roland Road
In Parkerville
In the Perth Hills
On top of the Swan Valley
In Western Australia
In Australia
On Planet Earth
In the Solar system
In the Milky Way
In the Galaxy
In the universe,
In the hand of God
Thank you to Donna Jensen for sharing this beautiful poem with me at Glenaeon.
Well we have been on a remarkable journey discovering all about “Our Place” for our local geography Main Lesson.
To get a real feel for the land our school rests upon, we walked the perimeter with Marijanna, learning lots on the way.
Once we had a good solid feel for the land we then had Karen, Coen’s mum, come in to talk about the planning and
subsequent mapping of our school before we then modelled our very own aerial 3D map using twigs and wax. What
precision and concentration was needed!
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Light Keepers News cont…

On Monday we had the privilege of walking with Stan Gough a former resident of the Parkerville Home for children
(known now as Parkerville and Children Youth Care). Stan knew the land like the back of his hand, as we nibbled on
some mint that continued to grow even though the vegie plot had since long gone, he pointed out a tree he had planted
25 years ago, and another that had lost a limb over 20 years ago! There was a memory in everything from Bubbles
the biting horse, fence posts, fire bells, and of course our beloved old school classrooms! It was a particularly beautiful
moment when we reverently sat in the chapel, with its stunning stain glass windows. As I gazed out of the centre
window framed with seven angels, Stan shared how these angles represented seven children from the home who had
grown up to serve in the war, never to return.
We were to learn that from the most humble of beginnings; an old barn and a woodshed, Sister Kate and Sister Jane
along with many, many others were able to care for 856 children. What extraordinary pioneers these women were,
living in conditions we couldn’t even begin to imagine, offering care and love to those who needed it the most; what
a touching and inspiring heritage we have right next door to us!
Thank you so much Stan for sharing ‘your home’ with us, it was an experience we will forever cherish, and thank you
to Kyle for supporting this ‘seedling’ of an idea until it finally took root!
Today, we took a trip down memory lane, visiting the Mundaring Historical Society were we learnt all about the railway
line that use to operate in our area. We then visited the remnants of this historic railway at the Mundaring Sculpture
Park, before walking along the old rail line that goes through the tunnel situated in the John Forest National Park. Next
Term we will finish this amazing Main Lesson with a camp at the Hills Discovery Centre, we are all so very excited!
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Light Keepers News cont…

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
LOCAL AREA EXCURSION FORMS
As Term 2 comes closer, we would like to remind all parents that you need to hand back the Local Area Excursion Form
to the office. Children will not be able to go on a bushwalk without the appropriate permission.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY
School Photo Day Wednesday 11th May 2016
Silver Tree Steiner School photo day will be held in Term 2, on Wednesday 11th May.
Like last year, the students will receive an envelope with their individual barcode which identifies the child.
Sibling photos are pre-ordered. For individual photos, Fotoworks will take a photo of all students so that if
you wish to order a photo online at a later date you can.
As an additional bonus, Fotoworks have a return policy on all photos. If you are not happy with the photo
and they are pre-paid, they can be returned for a refund or they will re-take the photo for you, whichever is
preferred.
Further details will be provided in future newsletters and if you wish to visit Fotoworks’ website it is
www.fotoworks.com.au . For any queries please contact the office. Further details will be provided to you.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROJECT – HELP PLEASE!
Each year when a class comes to the end of their journey at Silver Tree, it is tradition that they work on a project to
leave behind for the school, as somewhat of a thank you I suppose. Some years the class has raised money to purchase
something, some years they have built a gift to leave with their teacher or classroom and more recently, the Wayfarers
(2014 & 2015 leavers) spent a lot of time and effort creating a beautiful mosaic on large pavers, to mark the entrance
to our school. After much work with their teachers, thank you Megan and Julia, we are now ready to install the pavers
down in the little portico at the entrance near the carpark. As most parents are aware, this section of the footpath is
unfinished and quite a trip and slip hazard with the gravel leading onto the carpark. The gate is also unable to close
properly without a proper fixing point for the bottom latch. I am very happy to announce that we will finally be able
to finish this area off during these coming school holidays, yay! Whilst we have the concrete truck coming, we will also
concrete the entire drop off/pick up zone instead of the concrete slabs that are there currently. We will be finishing
the concrete paths that lead to both Gumnut and Lilly Pilly kindys (they both stop at the gate and are supposed to join
to the veranda) and will also pour a wee bit extra to fill in the path between the gazebo entrance and the footpath.
In order to prepare for this, I will be working up at the school in the first week of the holidays and then looking to have
the concreting done on the following Saturday (16th April). I am putting a call out to form a small concreting team
willing to help get the job done. We already have Jesse Cowan who is in the concreting business (thank you Jesse),
please can anybody interested please contact me on 0412 298 994. I would also love to hear from any paving mums
or dads we might have at the school who could head up another team willing to help me install the mosaic pavers the
week or weekend after that. Again, please call me if you are interested and can help.
Blessings, Marijanna Smith
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News from the School cont…

The Silver Tree Steiner School Board
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Call for Nominations
The Annual General Meeting of The Silver Tree Steiner School Incorporated is to be held on Tuesday,
3rd May 2016 in Class 5/6 room commencing at 7:00pm.
AGENDA:
1. Welcome
2. Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 19th May 2015
3. Chairperson's Report
4. Treasurer's Report – including financial reports for year end 31 December 2015
5. Administrator's Report, Teachers Report and P&F Report
6. Auditor's Report
7. Appointment of Auditors
8. Election of the following Councillors:
• Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
• Secretary and Treasurer
• Up to 6 ordinary councillors
9. Special Business
10. General Business
11. Next AGM to be by the end of April, 2017
12. Close

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________

FOOD FOR THOUGHT…
Computers in class ‘a scandalous waste’: Sydney Grammar head
A top Australian school has banned laptops in class, warning that technology “distracts’’ from old-school quality
teaching.
The headmaster of Sydney Grammar School, John Vallance, yesterday described the billions of dollars spent on
computers in Australian schools over the past seven years as a “scandalous waste of money’’.
“I’ve seen so many schools with limited budgets spending a disproportionate amount of their money on technology
that doesn’t really bring any measurable, or non-measurable, benefits,’’ he said.
“Schools have spent hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars on interactive whiteboards, digital projectors, and
now they’re all being jettisoned.’’
Sydney Grammar has banned students from bringing laptops to school, even in the senior years, and requires them to
handwrite assignments and essays until Year 10. Its old-school policy bucks the prevailing trend in most Australian high
schools, and many primary schools, to require parents to purchase laptops for use in the classroom.
Dr Vallance said the Rudd-Gillard government’s $2.4 billion Digital Education Revolution, which used taxpayer funds
to buy laptops for high school students, was money wasted. “It didn’t really do anything except enrich Microsoft and
Hewlett-Packard and Apple,’’ he said. “They’ve got very powerful lobby influence in the educational community.’’
Sydney Grammar students have access to computers in the school computer lab, and use laptops at home.
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Article cont…
But Dr Vallance regards laptops as a distraction in the classroom. “We see teaching as fundamentally a social activity,’’
he said. “It’s about interaction between people, about discussion, about conversation.
“We find that having laptops or iPads in the classroom inhibit conversation — it’s distracting.
“If you’re lucky enough to have a good teacher and a motivating group of classmates, it would seem a waste to
introduce anything that’s going to be a distraction from the benefits that kind of social context will give you.’’
Academically, Sydney Grammar rates among Australia’s top-performing schools, and is frequented by the sons of
Sydney’s business and political elite. Almost one in five of its Year 12 graduates placed in the top 1 per cent of Australian
students for Australian Tertiary Admission Rank university entry scores last year.
The school’s alumni includes three prime ministers — Malcolm Turnbull, who attended on a scholarship, Edmund
Barton and William McMahon — as well as bush poet Banjo Paterson and business chief David Gonski, the architect of
a needs-based funding model to help disadvantaged students.
The private boys’ school, which charges fees of $32,644 a year, routinely tops the league tables in the national literacy
and numeracy tests.
Dr Vallance said he preferred to spend on teaching staff than on technology. “In the schools where they have laptops,
they get stolen, they get dropped in the playground, they get broken, you have to hire extra staff to fix them, you’ve
got to replace them every few years. They end up being massive lines in the budgets of schools which at the same time
have leaky toilets and rooves and ramshackle buildings.
“If I had a choice between filling a classroom with laptops or hiring another teacher, I’d take the other teacher every
day of the week.’’
Dr Vallance — who will step down as headmaster next year, after 18 years in the job — is a Cambridge scholar, a
trustee of the State Library of NSW Foundation and a director of the National Art School.
In 2014 the Coalition government appointed him as a specialist reviewer of the national arts curriculum, which he
criticised as “rambling, vague and patronising’’ with “a tendency towards the elimination of rigour’’.
Dr Vallance said yesterday laptops had “introduced a great deal of slackness’’ in teaching. “It’s made it much easier of
giving the illusion of having prepared a lesson,’’ he said.
He also criticised as “crazy’’ plans by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority to computerise
the National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy tests next year.
“That means generations of students will be doing NAPLAN on computers, they won’t be allowed to write by hand,
which I think is crazy,’’ he said. “Allowing children to lose that capacity to express themselves by writing is a very
dangerous thing.’’
Dr Vallance said Sydney Grammar had been studying the difference between handwritten and computer-typed tasks
among boys in Year 3 and Year 5.
“In creative writing tasks, they find it much easier to write by hand, to put their ideas down on a piece of paper, than
they do with a keyboard,’’ he said.
Dr Vallance said he was sure people would call him a “dinosaur’’. “But I’m in no way anti-technology,’’ he said. “I love
gadgets. It’s partly because we all love gadgets so much that we have these rules, otherwise we’d all just muck about.
Technology is a servant, not a master.
“You can’t end up allowing the tail to wag the dog, which I think it is at the moment.’’
Dr Vallance said computers in the classroom robbed children of the chance to debate and discuss ideas with the
teacher.
“One of the most powerful tools in education is conversation,’’ he said.
“The digital delivery of teaching materials across Australia has had a really powerful normative effect.
“It’s making it quite difficult for children to learn how to disagree, how not to toe the party line, because they can’t
question things — the possibility of questioning things has been taken away from them.’’
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Article cont…
Dr Vallance said it was a “really scandalous situation’’ that Australia was “spending more on education than ever before
and the results are gradually getting worse and worse’’. He said it cost $250,000-$500,000 to equip a moderate-sized
high school with interactive whiteboards, which are only used at Sydney Grammar if teachers request them. “That’s a
huge amount of money in the life of a school that could translate to quite a few good members of staff,’’ he said.
“I think when people come to write the history of this period in education … this investment in classroom technology
is going to be seen as a huge fraud.’’
The OECD has also questioned the growing reliance on technology in schools. In a report last year, it said schools must
give students a solid foundation in reading, writing and maths before introducing computers. It found that heavy users
of computers in the classroom “do a lot worse in most learning outcomes’’.
“In the end, technology can amplify great teaching, but great technology cannot replace poor teaching,’’ the OECD
report concluded.
Natasha Bita - NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT – THE AUSTRALIAN

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
___________________________________________________________________________________

PARKERVILLE EXPO – PREGNANCY AND BEYOND

The P&F and marketing team attended this event on Sunday 3rd. Whilst we had some good enquiries for the school,
the ice creams were not a seller. It was a nice hot day with some lovely activities for the kids and nice stalls but
generally not well attended. Sadly takings were not good. It was the first time this event had been run. We are
therefore going to be selling ice creams at market day this Thursday 7th to sell some of the left over bananas and
berries.
If you are interested in purchasing ready frozen bananas and berries please contact me. Berries will be $14/kg and
bananas $3.50/kg.
Zoe 0427737 778

_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.
A special Parent Night will be held at 7pm on Thursday 28 of April at Perth Waldorf School with Lakshmi Prasanna. Do
put the date in your diary now before the holidays distract all your plans!
ABOUT DR. LAKSHMI PRASANNA
Lakshmi trained as a pediatrician with neonatology as her specialty. She started her career with newborn babies in
intensive care and had a successful private neonatal intensive unit for more than 15 years. During this period she met
anthroposophy through Waldorf Education and later became the co-founder and president of the Athroposophical
Medical Society in India.
She developed an interest in helping children with Autism from a metabolic and sensory perspective based on Rudolf
Steiner’s indications and runs a curative centre for special needs children in Hyderabad, South India. She was one of
the pioneer parents and founder member for the Abhaya Waldorf School in Hyderabad. Lakshmi has worked for many
years as a school physician as well as travelling the length and breadth of India regularly teaching and inspiring new
centres, clinics and schools working out of anthroposophy. Since 2007 she has worked extensively in Australia as a
lecturer and health educator, particularly within school communities. Well regarded across multiple geographies for
her integrated approach, her presentations are engaging and heartwarming.
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Courses/Workshops/Events cont…
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_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________
THE YOUNG CHILD
Working with children from birth to three invites you to Dig in the Mud
a five day intensive with early childhood expert Sandra Frain.
Sandra Frain has run a highly successful Waldorf Education Family Day
Care in the Eastern States. She leads Teacher - Parent educational
workshops, both in Australia and Internationally. With a wealth of
experience and passion for the very early years, family life, nature based
play and biodynamic gardening Sandra will inspire us to take a walk
through the child’s world, and come back with fresh insight.
Sandra’s focus will be experiential and include:
The artistry and practicality of being in the Daycare Business
Developing “the storyteller within” through “Neuro Dramatic Play”
Exploring our personal story as it relates to being nurturing educators
Creating every day ceremonies and Cultural Festivals
Soul filled kitchen chemistry for healing our ailments
Bringing a nature based program

As we work we will be sure to grind the grain and knead the bread,
make cosy felt slippers and DIG IN THE MUD!!

THE KINDERGARTEN CHILD
Working with children from four to seven
The Kindergarten Child will focus on the development, care and
education of children from four to seven years. The course will provide
a depth of understanding and a practical training for those working or
wishing to work in Steiner based Kindergartens as a teacher or an
assistant. It will be of interest to teachers working in any preschool,
kindergarten or early childhood environment.
When
Part time 2016 and 2017, Starts 23 July 2016
8 Saturdays Term 3 in 2016 (9.30 - 2.00pm)
8 Saturdays Terms 1, 2 & 4 in 2017 (9.30 – 2.00pm)
Starts 11 February 2017
Plus one 5 Day Intensive July 2017 with Louise de
Forest
Where
Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Dr, Bibra
Lake
Pre-requisites Part 1 The Young Child
Coordinator
Jenny Hill
Qualification
A Certificate in Steiner Early Childhood Education with
completion of all assignments and a practical placement in a Steiner
Kindergarten.
To be awarded a full Certificate students will be required to complete units in
Foundation Studies in Anthroposophy. They will also be required to undertake
a 6 week practice period in a Steiner Kindergarten for which students must
have a prior state Early Childhood Teaching qualification, or demonstrate their
commitment to future employment.
Please Note: The commencement date of this course will be subject to
enrolment numbers
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Classifieds cont…
HOCKEY COMPETITION

TENNIS LESSONS
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar - Term 2, 2016
Term 2
Week 1

Week 2

Monday
25th April

Tuesday
26th April

Anzac Day
Public
Holiday

1st Day back
Koorrdjenan
gins Parent
Evening

2nd May

3rd May

Class 4
Camp

Class 4
Camp

Wednesday
27th April

Thursday
28th April

Friday
29th April

Faculty
Meeting

PAD Meet
7.00-8.00pm

4th May

5th May

Class 4 Camp

Pathfinders
Parent Meet
6pm.
Faculty Meet
Class 4
Camp

11th May
School
Photo Day

12th May

AGM 7pm
class 5/6
classroom

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

9th May

16th May

23rd May

10th May

17th May

24th May

Saturday
30th April

Sunday
1st May

6th May

7th May

8th May

13th May

14th May

15th May

21st May

22nd May

Building Fire
Evacuation
Drill

18th May

19th May

20th May

Koorrdjenangin
s Class Play

School Tour
Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play

PAD Meet
7.008.00pm
Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play

25th May

26th May

27th May

28th May

29th May

3rd June

4th June

5th June

10th June

11th June

12th June

16th June

17th June

18th June

19th June

Faculty
Meeting
School Tour

PAD Meet
7.00pm –
8.00pm

23rd June

24th June

25th June

26th June

Faculty
Meeting

Week 6

30th May

31st May

1st June

2nd June

Mid Term
Break

Week 7

6th June

7th June

8th June

WA Day P/H
Mid Term
Break

Week 8

Week 9

13th June

20th June

9th June
All staff
Meeting

14th June

21st June

15th June

22nd June

EC &
Primary
Winter
Festival

Week
10
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27th June

28th June

29th June

30th June

1st July

Faculty
Meeting

Last day of
Term 2

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Mon 4th July – Fri 22nd July.
Term 3 commences on
Monday 25th July.

