Class 4 Camp
Monday 2nd May – Thursday 5th
May

Wednesday 27th April 2016
Edition 425

Pathfinders Parent Meeting
Thursday 5th May 6pm
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 3rd May 7pm in the
Koordjenangin class room
School Photo Day
Wednesday 11th May

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development: community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Enrolments: enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au

Koorrdjenangin Class Play
Helen of Troy Wednesday 18th
May – Friday 20th May

If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent
to the school explaining the absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians

School Tour
Thursday 19th May
Kindy Parent Night
Tuesday 24th May 6:30pm Gumnut
Kindy
Mid-Term Break
Friday 3rd June – Monday 6th June
Early Childhood Winter Festival
Thursday 23rd June
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Welcome back to the beginning of Term 2 and I hope that everyone had wonderful
opportunities to rest and regenerate over the two week break. I would like to thank
the many people who made their time available over the holiday break to complete
various jobs in and around the school, ready for the beginning of the term. Some of
the projects completed include the pathway in the pick-up/drop-off zone and the
mosaic sign that features the school logo at the front gate that was a class project and
gift from the Wayfarers Class that has been completed over the last two years. Also
finalised were the Gumnut and Lilly Pilly pathways connecting the existing paths to
the verandas.
A bushfire sprinkler system for Marri and Lilly Pilly kindergartens (our school bushfire
evacuation buildings) are semi complete with the pipes having been laid and a pump
platform installed. The system will be completed shortly and operational for this year’s
bushfire season. The ground work for the new classroom in between Class 4 and Class
5/6 was also completed ready for the concrete pad to be poured in the near future.
As works begin on this classroom there will be a need to fence off the area so that
builders can complete their work during the term and so I will ask the community to
be patient and I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause in advance.
In the last week of Term1 I was privileged to be a helper on the Class 5/6 camp to
Kalgoorlie and I would like to congratulate all the children who attended the camp on
their fantastic behaviour and cooperation. I have been on many school camps over
the years and this is the first one where the compliments were coming thick and fast
from the camp principal, activities coordinator, kitchen staff and cleaners on the
children’s behaviour , manners and organisation. This of course reflects the time and
effort that you as parents and Anna as their teacher have invested in these wonderful
children over the years.
A reminder to the community that the Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd
May at Silver Tree beginning at 7.00pm. It would be wonderful to see as many parents
and friends as possible attend this meeting to hear from the school board,
administration, the P&F and teachers. All are most welcome to attend the meeting.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

My spark of light – it must become a flame.
Breathe on me, breath of God, it is my aim
To calmly tend this light within and make it burn up brightly.
The air that nourishes my tender glow –
It’s Love! It quickens me. My light shall grow.
I’m given strength to love all people and to do things rightly.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Welcome back everyone. We trust that you have all had enjoyable, joyful and fun filled holidays with just the right mix
of activity and quiet. As we write this we have spent a full day doing workshops and planning to make sure the
programme we offer this term is as brilliant as ever.
HOUSEKEEPING NOTES – PLEASE READ THIS IF NOTHING ELSE
1. This term your children will need to bring:
 Slippers or non-slippery socks to stay at kindy.
 A complete set of spare clothes including socks and underwear.
 Gum boots for mud play. No gumboots no mud pit.
 Raincoats. We play outside in ALL weathers and children without raincoats will have to play on the verandah
on rainy days.
2. Bushwalks: Lilly Pilly and Marri - Mondays, Gumnut - Thursdays. The only exceptions are when there is a birthday
celebration on a bush walk day.
Coming on a bushwalk is a really lovely way to support your child in kindergarten, or to be a part of the kindergarten
programme. There can never be too many parents on a bushwalk as little hands are always looking for a bigger one to
hold on the long tramp home. We usually walk from about 9 am until 10 am. Could you please ensure that the Local
Area Excursions Form has been returned to the office to ensure students are able to attend these exciting adventures!
3. Parent Night: TUESDAY 24TH MAY – 6.30PM – GUMNUT KINDERGARTEN
Parent nights are one of the main ways we communicate with parents. They are enjoyable evenings and you learn all
sorts of things you never expected to learn. And incidentally, so do the teachers, as you, the parents, are wells of
wisdom and good advice. Miss this night at your peril! We expect one member of each family to attend.
4. EARLY CHILDHOOD WINTER FESTIVAL- THURSDAY 23rd JUNE
PUT IT IN THE DIARY NOW!
The Festivals are an integral part of the curriculum at Steiner schools and both preparing for them and attending them
is an important part of what you, as parents, can do for your children. We look forward to seeing you there.
The winter festival is in two parts:
 The Spiral Walk takes place at story time in the morning. The children ALL go home immediately afterwards
and
 You return with your lanterns in the evening at dusk.
PLEASE check the newsletter each week for details about what will happen on this day. We are all co-creators of our
Festivals and we really rely on you to help us hold the reverence and the space. We will give you all the information
you need to help us make our winter festival a truly magical experience for your children.
A huge thank you to all the concreting fairies for all of their hard work!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU!
As many of you who walked through the entrance to school this morning would have noticed, over the holidays we
managed to finish off a lot of footpaths and also a beautiful mosaic paving feature at our entrance. I would firstly like
to thank the Wayfarers Class and their teacher Megan Carter and Julia Humphries for all their efforts creating each
and every one of those mosaic pavers. Each child completed a paver during their final year here at Silver Tree and as
the Wayfarers were a double stream class, the leavers of 2014 created the first half of the pavers and the leavers of
last year completed the other half. Wow, what a beautiful statement piece to have at our entrance for all to appreciate
and admire. Secondly, a huge thank you to Jesse Cowan for helping me so much with prep work leading up to the
concreting day last Saturday and also for taking charge of both the concreting and the paving! A big thank you to those
who came along on the day and helped make it all happen – we could not have done it without you Andrew Knight,
Aaron Piggot and of course my trusty side-kick Fiona Blackham!
We had such a great day in the end, considering I was slightly worried about only having 5 of us and a very large
concrete truck arriving. The kindy’s all have finished off paths, the gazebo entrance is now safer, as is the drop off zone
and front entrance – I couldn’t be happier – THANKS AGAIN!!!
Marijanna Smith – Maintenance

WANTED TO BORROW
Two camp ovens for Light Keeper’s Class Camp and cast iron pots with lids we can put on the coals. We would love to
use these next week while on camp so we can cook some food on the camp-fire. Please contact Robyn vie E-mail on
smithrobyn@hotmail.com if you can help.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY

School Photo Day
Wednesday 11th May 2016
Silver Tree Steiner School photo day will be held on Wednesday 11th May.
Envelopes for ordering your photos with your child’s individual barcode, which identifies the child, will be
sent home with your child very soon.
Sibling photos are pre-ordered and you will need to come into the office to collect these envelopes and to put
your name down, however I will advise via an email to you when you are able to do this.
For any queries please contact the office and further details will be provided to you via the newsletter and
email.

DENTAL VAN
The dental van is currently residing at the Clayton View Primary School in Koongamia until approximately week 4 term
2. We will then be moving onto the Helena Valley Primary School for approximately 9 weeks (midterm 3). The Dental
Van can be contacted by calling 0407 594 254
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Silver Tree Steiner School Board
Notice of Annual General Meeting
Call for Nominations
The Annual General Meeting of The Silver Tree Steiner School Incorporated is to be held on
Tuesday, 3rd May 2016 in Class 5/6 room commencing at 7:00pm.
AGENDA:
1. Welcome
2. Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 19th May 2015
3. Chairperson's Report
4. Treasurer's Report – including financial reports for year end 31 December 2015
5. Administrator's Report, Teachers Report and P&F Report
6. Auditor's Report
7. Appointment of Auditors
8. Election of the following Councillors:
• Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
• Secretary and Treasurer
• Up to 6 ordinary councillors
9. Special Business
10. General Business
11. Next AGM to be by the end of April, 2017
12. Close

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Autumn: storytelling
A cherished Autumn Story featured in the Whole Family Rhythms Autumn Guides:

The Little House with no Doors and no Windows
There was once a little boy who grew tired of playing with his toys.
"What shall I do? He asked his mother and his mother suggested, "Why not go and find a little red house with no doors
and no windows and a star inside."
The little boy began to wonder. A house with no doors and no windows...?
"Which way shall I go?" He asked his mother.
"Go down the lane past the farmer's house and over the hill," said his mother.
So the little boy put on his hat and his scarf and started out. He had not gone very far down the lane when he came to
a merry little girl dancing along in the sunshine.
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"Do you know where I shall find a little red house with no doors and no windows and a star inside?" asked the little
boy.
The little girl laughed at that idea. "Ask my father the farmer," she said.
So the little boy went on until he came to the farmer in a big, green pasture.
"Do you know where I shall find a little red house with no doors and no windows and a star inside?" asked the little
boy of the farmer. The farmer laughed too. "I've never seen one," he chuckled, "but it would be warm when the frosty
night comes and the starlight would be much prettier than a candle. Why don’t you ask the wind who blows about so
much. Perhaps the wind can tell you."
So the little boy went on up the hill to find the wind. When he’d found it howling and whistling away he began to follow
along. It whistled in his ear, and pushed him gently dropping pretty leaves here and there.
The wind cannot speak in our words, but it went singing ahead of the little boy until it came to an orchard and there it
climbed up in the apple tree and shook the branches. The little boy followed and picked up a big red apple that had
fallen from the tree. It was as red as the sun could paint it, and it had no doors and no windows. He wondered, could
there be a star inside?
"Thank you!" he called to the wind and he hurried back down to his house and gave the apple to his mother. His mother
said, "You have found a house with no doors and no windows but where is the star?" Then his mother took a knife
(START TO CUT AN APPLE CROSSWISE) and cut the apple through the center.
Oh, how wonderful! There inside the apple, lay a star holding five brown seeds.
“Such a sparkling surprise!” the little boy exclaimed.
”Yes, indeed," answered his mother.
~Adopted from a story by Carolina Sherwin Bailey
http://www.wholefamilyrhythms.typepad.com/

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
SILVER BLOSSOMS SHOP
We are all stocked up for the start of the term! Drop in for cleaning products, some lovely books and lots of gifts. The
fridge is full of tasty slices and bliss balls!
We are hoping to have the shop open again every day; including Thursday afternoon.
With this in mind, would you be able to spare an hour or so helping with the shop roster? Full training would be given
plus a free coffee! Please contact Crystal on 0402 744 405 or stop into the shop and have a chat to see what is involved
and if you can help. There is always plenty of other jobs related to the shop that need doing. The roster is up on the
wall in the shop.
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CRAFT GROUP
Craft Mornings Monday 8:45-11am Acacia playgroup
Come and join us for a morning of craft and creativity. Bring your current project or ideas. If you’re having trouble with
anything and need tips there is always some who can help.
DOLL MAKING IS ON AGAIN
Doll making starts this Thursday 7:30-10:30pm at school.
If you have not yet enrolled please do, there are still a couple of spots left. Cost is $80 for tuition and materials running
weekly over term 2. Projects can be further worked on in craft group on Mondays but not necessary. You can pay it
over the term weekly if needed. Starting a week late is ok, but not after week 2. Looking forward to it!!

KAYAK RAFFLE
KAYAK RAFFLE - Almost Draw Time!
***PLEASE RETURN TICKETS AND MONEY BY 6th MAY***
Thanks to all those who sold raffle tickets over the holidays, it really helps! Thanks everyone! Please
return without delay the unsold tickets and stubs together with money to your teacher if they gave
them out to you. If you have tickets otherwise please return them to the office or directly to me,
(do not give to my children in case they get lost). Tickets due back no later than Friday 6th May. All
tickets must be accounted for.
We also did another successful day out the front of Coles this time raising another $320. We are
wrapping up sales on the 8th and then drawing the raffle 2 weeks after! Very exciting!!

_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Silver Tree once again participated in the annual Great Cocky Count. The Great Cocky Count is an important citizen
science survey that helps Birdlife Australia and other orgainsations and scientists working to protect cockatoos to gain
a better understanding of Black-Cockatoo numbers across WA.
The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is found only in the South West of Western Australia. It is one of just two species of
white-tailed black-cockatoos in the world. For Perth locals, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are a familiar and well-loved
sight. These charismatic birds can live up to 30 years in the wild and visit the backyards of many West Australians,
including our school’s Marri and Jarrah trees and other important habitat trees we are fortunate to have in abundance
on our land.
Perth’s population of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos is declining at an alarming rate. The last seven Great Cocky Counts
reveal declines of approximately 15% each year. At this rate, within 15 years the population will have collapsed to the
brink of extinction. So participating in the Great Cocky Count is important.
Two years ago, Cocky Counting volunteers identified a roosting site across the road from the school. This roosting site
was observed for over an hour this year to see if Cockys were still using “our tree” as a roosting site. Unfortunately this
was not the case, however an estimated 240 cockatoos were observed flying over the school in a period of just 17
minutes during sunset! Other birds observed on site during the count were ravens, maypies, mudlarks, lorikeets,
bronze wing pigeons and gallahs.
It was with great excitement that the 2016 Great Cocky Count Team comprising Robyn Smith and her nature loving
children Kaan and Amber and I tracked down roosting cockatoos next door at the Parkerville Children’s home.
Many thanks go to Robyn, Kaan and Amber for sharing an exciting evening of data collection and for braving the
mosquitos and ticks we collected as we scrambled up hill and down dale. Come and join us next year!
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS member
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar - Term 2, 2016
Term 2
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Monday
25th April

Tuesday
26th April

Anzac Day
Public
Holiday

1st Day back
Koorrdjenan
gins Parent
Evening

2nd May

3rd May

Class 4
Camp

9th May

16th May

Thursday
28th April

Friday
29th April

Faculty
Meeting

PAD Meet
7.00-8.00pm

4th May

5th May

Class 4
Camp
AGM 7pm

Class 4 Camp

Pathfinders
Parent
Meet 6pm.
Faculty
Meet
Class 4
Camp

10th May

11th May
School
Photo Day

12th May

17th May

23rd May

24th May

UWA
German
Student
Performance

Kindy Parent
Night 6.30 in
Gumnut

30th May

31st May

Wednesday
27th April

Saturday
30th April

Sunday
1st May

6th May

7th May

8th May

13th May

14th May

15th May

21st May

22nd May

Building
Fire
Evacuation
Drill

18th May

19th May

20th May

Koorrdjenangi
ns Class Play
Helen of Troy
11.30am

School
Tour
Koorrdjena
ngins
Class Play
Helen of
Troy
11.30am

PAD Meet
7.008.00pm
Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play
Helen of
Troy
6.00pm

25th May

26th May

27th May

28th May

29th May

3rd June

4th June

5th June

10th June

11th June

12th June

16th June

17th June

18th June

19th June

Faculty
Meeting
School
Tour

PAD Meet
7.00pm –
8.00pm

23rd June

24th June

25th June

26th June

EC Winter
Festival

Primary
Winter
Festival

30th June
Faculty
Meeting

1st July
Last day of
Term 2

Faculty
Meeting

1st June

2nd June

Mid Term
Break

Week 7

6th June

7th June

8th June

WA Day P/H
Mid Term
Break

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10
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13th June

20th June

27th June

9th June
All staff
Meeting

14th June

21st June

28th June

15th June

22nd June

29th June

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Mon 4th July – Fri 22nd July.
Term 3 commences on
Monday 25th July.

