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If a child is absent please ensure an email is sent to the school explaining the
absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Last week I attended the Governance, Leadership and Management conference (GLaM)
held at the Sophia Mundi Steiner School in Melbourne and organised by Steiner Education
Australia. It was a fantastic opportunity to meet with other Steiner Education school staff
and listen to knowledgeable speakers with many insights and being able to share thoughts
and feelings with like-minded people. Much of the conference centred on leadership and
what this means in the context of Steiner Education and Education in general.

Early Childhood Winter Festival
Thursday 23rd June

A particular quote that resonated with me was:
“To lead is to define a common purpose that transcends individual self-interest to an
organisation’s shared interest.”
This statement, to me, clearly sees us all as leaders within our community and it is most
gratifying to witness a shared responsibility and collaboration whenever an activity is
undertaken at school.
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Much thought and input was focused on the intent behind the reasons we do things at a
school administrative level, do we act out of a need to simply comply or do we act out of
the wish to build capacity in others? Do we act out of the fear of accountability or is it out
of a sense of responsibility? Do we strive to compete with each other and break
relationships or are we in a state of collaborative harmony for the common good? Is the
intention of a particular policy just to have it sitting on the shelf and to say we have one
or are policies living documents that are used for guidance and reassurance?
These questions lead to a natural self-reflective state that was also a strong theme of the
conference. The inner work we do as developing human beings whether it be a parent,
teacher or even administrator is as important as the other work we do during the day.
Our primary work here at Silver Tree is to educate the children to be the best that they
can be at whatever they do and in the future to be understanding, tolerant adults who
respect others.
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I leave you with the verse we recited together at the beginning of each day at the
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“May we strive together with good will to form a community where the gifts of each one
are acknowledged and where each one does one’s best. That the highest spiritual powers
may help us bring forth a school worthy of all children that they may learn to live and
breathe in spiritual awareness blessing the world with their deeds.”
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Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator
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___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

The light that burns within me – hidden, silent, deep,
It streams with power like the sun from realms of sleep.
It fills my heart with joy. It gives me strength and gladness
And lets me shine to others too, to heal their sadness.
When fire burns and I am master of this fire,
Then, pouring light upon me, Heaven’s Sons inspire
My work, and I can do God’s deeds as they require.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER

Painting day

A finger knitting circle. The conversation and bonding are just as important as the actual work their fingers are doing.
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News from the Classroom cont…
KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS
Koorrdjenangin Class Play
Our class have been rehearsing our play "Helen of Troy". You would have seen the marquee on the hardcourt. We
have been learning our lines and blocking out scenes on the stage. It will be an alternative stage setting to the previous
years. Our story is set in Sparta, Greece, about a young Trojan prince named Paris, a Greek Goddess named Aphrodite
and a young Queen Helen. There will be choreographed dances and musical themes that I'm sure you will enjoy. This
is a story of Romance, Laughter, Gravitas, and DEATH all of which are being put into this EPIC production "Helen of
Troy".
Enjoy!
By Jett Bieundurry Class 5
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
LOST
Missing from Class One.
A square light brown and black elephant cushion, has an elephant on both sides.

CONGRATULATIONS
A huge congratulation to Natasha Kouris, mum of Rebekah-Lee Kouris class 3, on the arrival of their beautiful baby girl
and to Sharna Ridley, mother of Reuben, Prema and Uma, on the safe delivery of their newest little family member.
We wish you and your family’s joy and happiness at this exciting time.

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Transforming Family Culture
Many of us want to create a new societal culture for our children in reaction to the materialism, superficiality,
entitlement and selfishness we see around us today. The question is, “how can we bring up children who have integrity,
deep values and a belief in the spiritual?” What can I do as a parent to help my child realize the ideals of caring for
others, protecting the planet and striving to learn and develop?
Rudolf Steiner had much to say about how we can work towards integrating spiritual awareness into everyday life.
When we begin to delve into his complex understanding of the human as a spiritual being, we begin to find that
everyday things such as how we go to sleep, or how a child’s consciousness changes as they grow – all these things can
become more comprehensible to us.
With this deeper understanding we can then creatively find practical ways to enhance our family life. For instance,
Steiner described how when we sleep part of our spiritual being leaves our physical body – through the feet. Therefore,
if a child’s feet are warm, this can promote the letting go needed to fall asleep.

Much of the challenge of parenting lies in the ability to be the adult in the relationship! We all strive to be the example
of a high-striving human being for our children and those around us. But how can we do this in challenging situations?
What can inspire us to try again and again day after day to be loving, kind and thoughtful?
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Article cont…
One of the ways is to deepen our understanding of what the human being is. By understanding the process of
development from infancy to adulthood we can build up a rich knowledge of each age and stage.
Then our understanding of the growing child will begin to flow into our every life. So when our 9 year old begins to
withdraw and seek her own space in the family, or when our toddler insists on doing everything himself we can form
a more holistic and insightful picture into what is really happening.
In this way we are able to use our knowledge, our ability to think, to analyse the situation and this leads to more
empathy and less reactivity. Not all of us are able to find the “adult” in ourselves all the time, however, everyone has
the capacity to change and transform themselves – even parents!
Many situations in parenting engage our emotions. Sometimes in a positive way: when we have moments when we
are in awe of our children, or feel our hearts full of love; and sometimes this manifests in negative ways when we feel
angry, disappointed or even worried.
When we work with our feelings, recognizing our sympathy and antipathy we can begin sorting out what is our own
“stuff”, what are our triggers, and what is essential or nonessential. When we can move beyond our emotional
responses – not by disregarding them or suppressing them – we can open the door to intuition, to help from the
spiritual world and begin to relate more creatively to our loved ones.
Then we can integrate the feeling life into our family culture and nurture this important aspect of human warmth,
creativity and the art of living.
Finally, on a practical level, we can transform our family culture by the rituals, rhythms and other things that we do in
the home. When we work in this way by manifesting our intention through our will, our children experience our deeds
in a way that is quite different to the ideals or ideas we carry. Doing something is different from thinking about it!
When we engage in activity in an integrated, focused way our children learn how to work, how to persevere through
difficulty and often our enthusiasm our engagement will draw them in to help – even the older “bored” 11 year old!
For ourselves as carers, it is healing and often invigorating to spend time working with our hands doing arts and crafts.
Having our own creations around the house can bring a more dynamic, artistic mood into the home.
Rudolf Steiner wrote an inspiring verse entitled “To the evening bell”, which speaks of thinking, feeling and willing, and
how when we work with these aspects of ourselves, this leads us to trust – not only trust in our selves but also in the
world. This can be a source of ongoing inspiration for the homemaker:
To wonder at beauty,
Stand guard over truth,
Look up to the noble,
Resolve on the good;
This leads us truly
To purpose in living,
To right in our doing,
To peace in our feeling,
To light in our thinking.
And teaches us trust
In all that there is
In the widths of the world,
In the depths of the soul.

Kate Hammond is a Waldorf graduate, Early Childhood teacher and Spatial Dynamics teacher. (Waldorf Today)

Page 5

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
CRAFT MORNING
Craft Mornings Monday 8:45-11am Acacia playgroup
Come and join us for a morning of craft and creativity. Bring your current project or ideas.
If you’re having trouble with anything and need tips there is always some who can help.
We need something made for open day or for the kindy so if that interests you we can
give you a project. Otherwise you might like to make something from home to donate.
We finished the face skin last week with a lot of laughs! We start the body this week, very
exciting!
Debbie
0413 153 071

KAYAK RAFFLE
KAYAK RAFFLE - Almost Draw Time!
***PLEASE RETURN TICKETS AND MONEY URGENTLY***
Thanks to all those who sold raffle tickets, it really helps! Please return without delay the unsold
tickets and stubs together with money to THE OFFICE. All tickets must be accounted for.
So far the money is adding up well!
Debbie
0413 153 071

SILVER BLOSSOMS SHOP
Thank you to all those that have kindly put their hand up to help in the shop; your
help in keeping the shop open every day is very much appreciated.
We are still looking for one more person to help Deb on a Thursday morning. Is this
you? Can you spare an hour? Please chat to Crystal or Deb in the shop.
The shop is stocked up with lots of Raw slices, coffee, tea and many lovely presents;
from crystals, felt, wool, books, baby clothes, cleaning products and wooden toys
to name a few. We are also fully stocked up with umbrellas for the winter season!
Both for adults and children. Do drop in and have a peep to see what there is.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

TEACHER TRAINING & ADULT EDUCATION
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Courses/Workshops/Events cont…
THE CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN
Working with children from four to seven
The Kindergarten Child will focus on the development, care and education of children from four
to seven years. The course will provide a depth of understanding and a practical training for
those working or wishing to work in Steiner based Kindergartens as a teacher or an assistant. It
will be of interest to teachers working in any preschool, kindergarten or early childhood
environment.
When

Where
Coordinator
Qualification

Part time 2016 and 2017, Starts 23 July 2016
8 Saturdays Term 3 in 2016 (9.30 - 2.00pm)
8 Saturdays Terms 1, 2 & 4 in 2017 (9.30 - 2.00pm)
Starts 11 February 2017
Plus one 5 Day Intensive July 2017
Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Dr, Bibra Lake
Jenny Hill
A Certificate in Steiner Early Childhood Education with
completion of all assignments and a practical placement in a Steiner Kindergarten.

To be awarded a full Certificate students will be required to complete units in Foundation Studies in Anthroposophy.
They will also be required to undertake a 6 week practice period in a Steiner Kindergarten for which students must
have a prior state Early Childhood Teaching qualification, or demonstrate their commitment to future employment.
Please Note: The commencement date of this course will be subject to enrolment numbers.
CONTACT Jenny Hill jennyhill@iinet.net.au or 0432 735 744

THE YOUNG CHILD
The Young Child
working with children from birth to three invites you to
Dig in the Mud
a five day intensive with early childhood expert Sandra Frain
Sandra Frain has run a highly successful Waldorf Education Family Day Care in the Eastern States. She leads Teacher Parent educational workshops, both in Australia and Internationally. With a wealth of experience and passion for the
very early years, family life, nature based play and biodynamic gardening Sandra will inspire us to take a walk through
the child’s world, and come back with fresh insight.
Sandra’s focus will be experiential and include
-

The artistry and practicality of being in the Daycare Business
Developing “the storyteller within” through “Neuro Dramatic Play”
Exploring our personal story as it relates to being nurturing educators
Creating everyday ceremonies and Cultural Festivals
Soul filled kitchen chemistry for healing our ailments
Bringing a nature based programme

As we work we will be sure to grind the grain and kneed the bread, make cosy felt slippers and DIG IN THE MUD!!
Coordinator
Jenny Hill
WHERE Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive, Bibra Lake
WHEN
11 - 15 July 2016 10.00am - 4.00pm
COST
$625
For more information contact Jenny Hill: telephone - 0432 735 744 or email - jennyhill@iinet.net.au
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au
Page 8

Courses/Workshops/Events cont…
STEP INTO MANHOOD

MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar - Term 2, 2016
Term 2
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Monday
25th April

Tuesday
26th April

Anzac Day
Public
Holiday

1st Day back
Koorrdjenan
gins Parent
Evening

2nd May

3rd May

Class 4
Camp

9th May

Wednesday
27th April

Thursday
28th April

Friday
29th April

Saturday
30th April

Sunday
1st May

Faculty
Meeting

PAD Meet
7.00-8.00pm

4th May

5th May

6th May

7th May

8th May

Class 4
Camp
AGM 7pm

Class 4 Camp

Pathfinders
Parent
Meet 6pm.
Faculty
Meet
Class 4
Camp

10th May

11th May
School
Photo Day

12th May

13th May

14th May

15th May

21st May

22nd May

Building
Fire
Evacuation
Drill

16th May

17th May

18th May

19th May

20th May

Class One
Parent Night

Class 3
Parent Night
6pm

Koorrdjenangi
ns Class Play
Helen of Troy
11.30am

School
Tour
Koorrdjena
ngins
Class Play
Helen of
Troy
11.30am

PAD Meet
7.008.00pm
Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play
Helen of
Troy
6.00pm

23rd May

24th May

25th May

26th May

27th May

28th May

29th May

UWA
German
Student
Performance

Kindy Parent
Night
6.30pm in
Gumnut

30th May

31st May

3rd June

4th June

5th June

10th June

11th June

12th June

16th June

17th June

18th June

19th June

Faculty
Meeting
School
Tour

PAD Meet
7.00pm –
8.00pm

23rd June

24th June

25th June

26th June

EC Winter
Festival

Primary
Winter
Festival

30th June
Faculty
Meeting

1st July
Last day of
Term 2

Faculty
Meeting

1st June

2nd June

Mid Term
Break

Week 7

6th June

7th June

8th June

WA Day P/H
Mid Term
Break

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10
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13th June

20th June

27th June

9th June
All staff
Meeting

14th June

21st June

28th June

15th June

22nd June

29th June

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Mon 4th July – Fri 22nd July.
Term 3 commences on
Monday 25th July.

