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Last Day of Term 2
Friday 1st July

If a child is absent please ensure an email is sent to the school explaining the
absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians,

School Holidays
Monday 4th July – Friday 22nd July

Winter is upon us and it feels like it has been here a long time already! Some of us are
feeling it now, the shift in energy that comes as we transition into winter. Though the
holidays are right around the corner and we have just had our mid-term break, there's
a chance some may be feeling like we need a boost of sparkly holiday energy, and we'd
like that boost right now!

First day of Term 3
Monday 25th July

We can feel in between too, as we are shifting from the light half of the year into the
dark half of the year, caught now in a grey time. When this happens, human beings
tend to reflect a lot, ponder a lot, and search their hearts and souls a lot. We become
introspective and quiet.
Though against the current high energy pop cultural grain, this shift to a slower more
introspective pace, is natural. It is beneficial. If not always comfortable, making the
journey within, almost always yields productive mind, heart and spirit work.
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Soon enough, Winter Solstice will be here and after that shortest day and longest night
(usually between 20 June and 21 June in the Southern Hemisphere but on December
21 or 22 in the Northern Hemisphere; this is the ancient festival of Yule, where modern
Christmas traditions originate), the light will begin to return. We'll gain small amounts
of sunlight each day after Winter Solstice, as we wade through winter toward the
Spring Equinox.
Our School Winter festival will be at around (but not quite) the Winter Solstice on 23
June for the Early Childhood children and 24 June for the Primary school respectively.
More information will follow about these wondrous and reflective festivals in the
coming weeks.
Hold fast, until then. Recognise the seasonal tide that is occurring and embrace the
reality that your body has been calibrated to give way to a simultaneous emotional
and spiritual tide.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.

Term 2 calendar

8

Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

Unto myself I must be true
And when my tasks I rightly do,
Then God, from my own will, the world with light is filling.
Though sometimes I feel weak and small,
I’m linked with love unto the All.
And I grow stronger when to do God’s work I’m willing.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
Early Childhood Winter Festival – Thursday 23rd June
Information will be coming home soon in the form of a booklet, with copies of the songs and information about the
evening. Your children will soon be able to sing the songs to you if you do not already know them.
Please also note that you are invited to a special Spiral Walk at 11.30 a.m. The kindergarten day ends for ALL children
afterwards. There is no Rainbow afternoon and no Kindy care on that day.
The evening begins at 5pm in the GUMNUT garden. Please arrive before this time so you do not miss the visit of the
gentle fire fairy.
For the Evening Feast:
Please can Rainbow families bring a READY HEATED vegetable soup Please can Possum families bring READY SLICED
cheese
Please can Woylie families bring READY SLICED BREAD?
Please drop your contributions into your kindergarten on arrival and make them peanut free and vegetarian please.
Other news
We welcome Zaylia (Woylie) and also the vibrant Evan (Rainbow) and his little sister Alaina (Woylie) into Marri
Kindergarten. Please make yourself known to these new families and introduce yourselves to Kate and Michelle if you
see them on the path.
We all wish Onyx, Rachel and Blaize all the best in their move to a farm in the east.
Please feel welcome to come on our Monday/Thursday morning strolls through our beautiful bushland – we have a
lovely time seeing where the bushland gnomes, fairies and animals have been whilst we’ve all been snuggled up in bed
in the cool evenings. We also enjoy jumping over the horse jumps and climbing the fallen trees. The more hands we
have the more fun for everyone.
Also any parents with book covering or sewing that they have taken for PPS hours and just haven’t managed to get to
over the last couple of terms– please return with no shame or guilt as some other parents looking to fill their hours
with these particular skills.
Marri Kindy are building a new garden bed and designing a play climbing structure – so any hands for this work is also
greatly appreciated. We also have ample pig face that we would love to have help planting on the outside of Marri
kindergarten.
Page 2

Early Childhood Chatter cont…
On a little side note - please return any little Kindy trinkets that may have found their way into bags accidentally by
cheeky mischievous finger gnomes. THANK YOU!!! This happens from time to time and is no big deal. We just would
love them to return.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Experts warn starting school too young harms learning, wellbeing
Children in Australia start school younger than almost anywhere else in the developed world, up to two years ahead
of students in top-performing countries such as Finland and Korea.
Experts say the early transition could be detrimental to the learning and wellbeing of students, particularly those from
disadvantaged backgrounds. In a major international study of 15-year-olds in 2012, 58 per cent of Australian students
reported they started primary school at the age of five, 27 per cent started at six, and 3 per cent at seven. Twelve per
cent were aged four.
The average starting age among Australians was 5.2-years-old, which was lower than most developed countries and
similar to Britain, the data from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) showed.
In Singapore, Shanghai and Finland, three of the highest-performing education systems according to the major
international ratings, the average starting age was almost seven years old, with 13 per cent of students in Shanghai
starting at eight.
A Cambridge University expert in the cognitive development of young children, Dr David Whitebread, says ''the
overwhelming evidence suggests that five is just too young to start formal learning''.
He says children should be engaged in informal play-based learning until the age of about seven. ''The empirical
evidence is that children who have a longer period of play-based early childhood education, that goes on to age six or
seven, finish up with a whole range of clear advantages in the long term,'' he said. ''Academically they do better and
they experience more emotional wellbeing.''
He says the benefits of delaying formal schooling are particularly significant for disadvantaged children, who are often
forced into school early in Australia by the high costs of childcare.
''That, of course, is entirely the opposite to how it should be,'' Dr Whitebread said. ''It is precisely the children who are
not getting the best start in life through an impoverished, stressful or disadvantaged home life who benefit the most
from going into high-quality, play-based early childhood provision, so staying at preschool longer. The children of more
middle-class professional people could probably cope with an earlier start.''
The rate of preschool attendance among the Australian students was also lower than most developed countries, with
52 per cent saying they had attended for more than one year. For Finland, that figure was 63 per cent. For Japan, Hong
Kong and Singapore it was above 90 per cent.
The issue of a later starting age has been raised in submissions to the federal government's public inquiry into childcare
and early childhood learning.
Parenting author Maggie Dent endorsed delaying school until children turn seven in her submission late last year. ''The
emotional, social, psychological, physical and cognitive development are all impeded negatively for the vast majority
of children by this push down in the early years.''
The University of Sydney's honorary professor in early childhood education, Alison Elliott, said it was not the starting
age that was important but rather what children were doing at school. ''I think if you look at most of our kindergarten
classes, there'll be a balance between what's often called play-based learning and what is a more traditional learning
of children sitting at tables,'' she said.
The Sydney Morning Herald Amy McNeilage - Deputy Editor, Daily Lifehttp://www.smh.com.au/national/education/expertswarn-starting-school-too-young-harms-learning-wellbeing-20140125-31fp8.html#ixzz4AIzLTG5W
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_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F PRESIDENT
The functioning of the P&F is on hold (temporarily we hope) until we have a new president. Please forward all related
inquiries to the school administrator.

CRAFT GROUP
Craft Mornings Monday 8:45-11am Acacia playgroup

Here are the fabulous sleeping gnomes we created in craft group this fortnight. We would love to have you at craft,
the more the merrier, so put it in your diary and come along next week (you know you've been meaning to!)
So next week we indulge ourselves in the world of play again as we make people with a wire frame and wooden
head/hands/feet, like the ones you see in the shops for the dolls houses. Using cloth and felt with blanket and strait
stitch we will sew wee little clothes for them and attach hair or hat. This may go over a fortnight too. Cost is $4/doll,
no need to bring anything.
There are still places available for craft tent helpers on open day, all parents are required to donate time, so why not
do craft!
Debbie, 0413153071

KAYAK WINNER
The lucky winner of the Kayak raffle, Michelle Sonego. Thank you for supporting
our school, we hope you have some exciting adventures with your new kayak!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________
HOLIDAY CLUBS AND PROGRAMS
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar - Term 2, 2016
Term 2
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Monday
25th April

Tuesday
26th April

Anzac Day
Public
Holiday

1st Day back
Koorrdjenangin
s Parent
Evening

2nd May

3rd May

Class 4
Camp

9th May

Wednesday
27th April

Thursday
28th April

Friday
29th April

Faculty
Meeting

PAD Meet
7.00-8.00pm

4th May

5th May

Class 4 Camp
AGM 7pm

Class 4 Camp

Pathfinders
Parent Meet
6pm.
Faculty Meet
Class 4
Camp

10th May

11th May
School
Photo Day

12th May

Week 9

Week
10
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6th May

7th May

8th May

13th May

14th May

15th May

21st May

22nd May

16th May
Class 1
Parent
Night

17th May

18th May

19th May

20th May

Class 3 Parent
Night 6.00pm

Koorrdjenangin
s Class Play
Helen of Troy
11.30am

Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play
Helen of
Troy
11.30am
School Tour

PAD Meet
7.008.00pm
Koorrdjenan
gins Class
Play
Helen of
Troy
6.00pm

23rd May

24th May

25th May

26th May

27th May

28th May

29th May

UWA
German
Student
Performance

Kindy Parent
Night 6.30 in
Gumnut

30th May

31st May

3rd June

4th June

5th June

11th June

12th June

18th June

19th June

25th June

26th June

Faculty
Meeting

1st June

2nd June

6th June

Mid Term
Break

7th June

8th June

WA Day P/H
Mid Term
Break

Week 8

Sunday
1st May

Building Fire
Evacuation
Drill

Lightkeepers
Parent
Meeting 6pm

Week 7

Saturday
30th April

13th June

20th June

27th June

14th June

21st June

28th June

15th June

22nd June

29th June

9th June

10th June

All staff
Meeting

GEM’s
Meeting
2.00pm.

16th June

17th June

Faculty
Meeting
School Tour

PAD Meet
7.00pm –
8.00pm

23rd June

24th June

EC Winter
Festival

Primary
Winter
Festival

30th June

1st July

Faculty
Meeting

Last day of
Term 2

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Mon 4th July – Fri 22nd July.
Term 3 commences on
Monday 25th July.

