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News for the Silver Tree Steiner School 

Community 

Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Welcome back to Silver Tree for the beginning of Term 3! Over the holiday break a lot 
of dedicated parents were hard at work improving the school environment by building 
a new play area for the children which includes a slide, monkey bars and stepping logs. 
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Busy Bee to have these wonderful 
additions ready for the beginning of the term. It has made such a difference to the 
playground and the quality of play the children can enjoy.  
 
What is it about play that makes it so important? Many believe that it is impossible to 
disentangle children’s play, learning and development. Below is a valuable extract 
from Early Childhood Australia about the types of play and the significance it has on 
brain development. 
 
While there is no one definition of play, there are a number of agreed characteristics 
that describe play. Play can be described as: 
 

 Pleasurable-play is an enjoyable and pleasurable activity. Play sometimes 

includes frustrations, challenges and fears; however enjoyment is a key 

feature 

 Symbolic-play is often pretend, it has a ‘what if?’ quality. The play has 

meaning to the player that is often not evident to the educator 

 Active-play requires action, either physical, verbal or mental engagement with 

materials, people, ideas or the environment 

 Voluntary-play is freely chosen. However, players can also be invited or 

prompted to play 

 Process oriented-play is a means unto itself and players may not have an end 

or goal in sight 

 Self-motivating-play is considered its own reward to the player (Shipley, 

2008). 

It is believed that play shapes the structural design of the brain. We know that secure 
attachments and stimulation are significant aspects of brain development; play 
provides active exploration that assists in building and strengthening brain pathways. 
Play creates a brain that has increased ‘flexibility and improved potential for learning 
later in life’ (Lester & Russell, 2008, p. 9). 
 
 
 
 

P&F Meeting for new families 
Monday 1st August 9-10am 
Playgroup building  
 
Trish Sherwood Talk  
Friday 5th August 6pm Class 3 
 
School Tour 
Friday 12th August  
 
Class 3 Play “Samson & Delilah” 
Saturday 13th August 1pm 
 
Light Keepers Parent Night 
Tuesday 16th August 6pm in Class 4 
 
Book Week 
Wednesday 17th August  
 
School Tour  
Thursday 18th August  
 
Mid-Term Break 
Friday 19th August to Monday 22nd 
August 
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
It’s wintry still, but out of death – new birth!  
This is life’s law, and now I should look well 
For signs that spring will come onto the earth, 
For she prepares, and soon her power will swell: 
 
New shoots prepare to sprout on many a tree. 
A new note in the birdsong… and more clues as well I see… 
 
But midst this change, I must be true; 
Be firm and strong in all I do.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
PPS HOURS 
A friendly reminder to all families that PPS Hours are now due. Please ensure you have handed the form, outlining your 
completed hours to the office. 
 

BOOK WEEK 
Book Week Celebrations! 
It’s time to start planning your costumes for our annual Book Week Dress up Day!  Primary school children are invited 
to dress up as a character from a much-loved book on Wednesday 17th August.  Remember this is a chance to be 
creative with things you have at home, or treasures you find in the op-shop and we ask that commercially promoted 
characters are avoided.  
As well as dressing up, children will be invited to support Indigenous Literacy Day by participating in the Great Book 
Swap. More about this in next week’s Silver Leaves. 
 

LOST PROPERTY  
A reminder to families to please look through the lost property box, which is now located in the big 
brown box outside the office. This lovely toy monkey has been handed in, and is waiting to be collected 
from the office. 
 

 

Young children’s play allows them to explore, identify, negotiate, take risks and create 
meaning. The intellectual and cognitive benefits of playing have been well 
documented. Children who engage in quality play experiences are more likely to have 
well-developed memory skills, language development, and are able to regulate their 
behaviour, leading to enhanced school adjustment and academic learning (Bodrova & 
Leong, 2005). 
 
In closing, a friendly reminder that before and after school supervision of children at 
play is the responsibility of parents and guardians once on school premises. The 
school’s duty of care begins at 8.10am and ends after school at 3.30pm. 
 
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth. 
Mark Panaia 
Administrator 
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News from the School cont… 

GOODBYE TO SANDRA 

This morning at assembly we said goodbye to Sandra, the German teacher. She will be dearly missed at Silver Tree, 
and we wish her the very best for her future.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 

_________________________________________________________________________________

Words of Wisdom from Dr. Lilian Katz 

“We are doing earlier and earlier to children what we shouldn’t do later.” These words of wisdom were offered by 
Lilian Katz – in reference to the current trend of aligning curriculum and programs in an effort to prepare children for 
the next step in their education. I had to applaud. In that one sentence, Dr. Katz summed up a good deal about how 
early childhood education (and education in general) in this country has gotten off track. 

Dr. Katz is an international leader in early childhood education who, for decades, has lectured and taught all over the 
world.  She shared her ideas through an inspiring keynote address to hundreds of early childhood professionals 
gathered in Providence, RI last Sunday for NAEYC’s Professional Development Institute. Her words of wisdom, 
delivered with honesty, humility and humor, help preserve what is good for young children – in the face of all that is 
now working against young children. I can’t hope to capture all her pearls of wisdom from that morning, but I hope to 
paint a picture of some of the themes. 

“Curriculum,” Dr. Katz explained, “should help children make deeper and fuller understanding of their own experience.” 
Going outside the classroom – and observing what is right there – that is where meaningful learning happens.  From 
maple leaves to industrial parks, Dr. Katz gave examples of early childhood experiences that tapped into children’s  

http://www.naeyc.org/
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Article cont… 

natural capacity for interest, and provided opportunities for children to draw from observation – to look closely and 
represent on paper what is really there – as in the Reggio Emilia approach. 
She cautioned, “Please do not confuse excitement with learning,” adding, “You can be addicted to excitement and that 
is a dangerous thing.” These words rang true, and conjured up for me images of children excited by electronic gadgets 
that promise to teach. There is often excitement about the latest gadget/website/app, but the excitement quickly 
wanes and the child is left looking for the next exciting gadget…looking for something outside himself to stimulate 
something inside – rather than pondering his own questions, and investigating the real world around him. 

Dr. Katz also shared her concerns about television, and worries about its impact on young children.  She cited the 
practice of other countries’ aim to protect children from developmentally inappropriate images and news stories, by 
saving adult content until after 10:00 p.m. She wonders why we haven’t taken similar steps in the United States. 

She urged teachers of young children to have “continuous contingent interactions” with young children, explaining 
that recent brain research has shown how neurological connections happen when children engage in extended, 
meaningful conversations – back and forth exchanges where one person’s response is contingent on what the other 
has to say. 

She also offered some of her ideas about experiences that children should often have – and encouraged those of us in 
the audience to go back and talk with colleagues to make our own list. Some (but not all) of her experiences for children 
included: 

 being intellectually engaged and challenged 
 applying developing skills in meaningful ways 
 confidence in their own intellectual powers and questions 
 extended conversations and interactions with adults and peers 
 asking questions, making predictions and hypotheses 
 sustained involvement with worthwhile topics (projects children come back to for days and weeks) 
 feeling of belonging to community and school 

I loved her list and could feel that others in the room agreed with her. My hope is that all of us in that room find ways 
to share her wisdom and keep her ideas alive for current and future generations of children and teachers, who are 
being told over and over again, that a Race to the Top is what is best for children. These experiences that Dr. Katz is 
talking about cannot be found in scripted curricula that rushes from one disconnected topic to the next. They can be 
found in authentic experiences, emergent curriculum. These experiences take time and allow for investigations and 
conversations. 

I end with one more of her wonderful nuggets: “Curriculum is not delivered. Milk is delivered.” Nice! Thanks to NAEYC 
for the opportunity to hear Dr. Katz’s words of wisdom 

http://www.empoweredbyplay.org/2011/06/words-of-wisdom-from-dr-lilian-katz/ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

P&F NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
STSS OPEN DAY 

Open Day 11th September roster now available on the community notice board. Please sign up quickly to assure your 
preferred slot. Each Silver Tree family is required to volunteer a minimum of two hours on the day. Any additional time 
can go towards your PPS hours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 5 

 

 

P&F News cont… 

BOOKS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND CLOTHES WANTED FOR OPEN DAY 
Good quality books, household goods, games, clothes, shoes to name a few wanted for the second hand stalls at open 
day. 
 
Please leave any donations in the boxes outside of the shop or give directly to myself (books, household goods etc.) 
and Kim for clothing and shoes. 
 
We thank you in advance for any donations! Any questions please direct them to: - Zoe Hemsted 0427 737 778 or Kim 
Holland 0457 189 429 
 

SILVER BLOSSOMS  
The shop is fully stocked up with lots of lovely things including some lovely felt unicorns! Drop by for a cup of coffee 
and a yummy slice. 
 
The shop will be open Monday – Thursday morning and Thursday afternoon during 
Term 3 and 4.  If you are interested in helping out please get in touch with Crystal 
or Zoe.  Pop into the shop and add your name to a day you can assist.  There are 
always plenty of ‘behind the scenes’ jobs that need completing; if you can spare 
an hour or two. 
 
Crystal is starting to look for people who can help at open day in the shop on the 
till.  Previous shop experience would be preferable.  Please let her know if you are 
able to and would like to help.  Remember each family is expected to complete 2 
hours at open day (and more where possible which count towards PPS hours!). 

_________________________________________________________________________________

GEMS NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
COCKY COUNT 

Results of the 2016 Great Cocky Count   
Silver Tree participated in the Great Cocky Count once again this year. Whilst no roosting sites on Silver Tree land were 
visited on the night of the count, many birds where observed on our land feeding in the trees or travelling above our 
heads.  
 
There is a previously identified roosting site directly across the road at Parkerville Farm and birds were this year located 
roosting in trees in the neighbouring Parkerville Children’s home.  
 
In regard to the Great Cocky Count event, over   700   registered    volunteers    and    their    helpers    were 
allocated to 426 sites across WA.  150 sites were occupied (80 white tails only, 46 FRTs only, 24 with both) and 248 
were unoccupied. 43 new sites were confirmed this year with roosting birds.   
 
A grand total of 16,755 white-tailed black cockatoos were counted in 2016.  
There were 10,919 on  the  coastal  plain,  2,496  in  the  hills  and  3,340  in  the regions.  
A total of 2,004 red-tails were counted this year.  
 
These numbers are markedly up compared to previous years. 
As  more  clearing  and  bush  fires  reduce  the  habitat  available  to  birds  the value of what is left increases.   
 
For more information on the count or to report new black-cockatoo roost sites to include in   next   year’s count please 
visit http://birdlife.org.au/documents/SWBC-CockyNotes-Winter-2016.pdf 
 
Join us next year at the cocky count for a great evening out!  
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS Committee.  

http://birdlife.org.au/documents/SWBC-CockyNotes-Winter-2016.pdf
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to 

the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement 

by Silver Tree Steiner School.  

PARENT TALK  
“BUILDING A RESILIENT COMMUNITY” - DAVID LIKNAITSKY 

 
7pm this Thursday 28th July, Williams Hall at Perth Waldorf School, $5 entry.  
 
This talk by David will be very relevant to everyone, whether it be your family, school, work or residential community. 
He will also be the keynote speaker at the Governance Leadership and Management Conference PWS is hosting on 
Saturday with up to 60 participants coming from the five Steiner schools in WA. David has a strong anthroposophical 
background and provided an excellent picture of karma and soul destiny at a Steiner Schools conference earlier this 
year.  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLASSIFIEDS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

TENNIS 
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 3, 2016 
Term 3  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 25th July 26th July 27th July 28th July 29th July 30th July 31st July 

 
 

  Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy  

Faculty Mtg 
EC / Primary 

 
 

PAD 
Meeting 

7.00-8.00pm 

  

Week 2 1st Aug 2nd Aug 3rd Aug 4th Aug 5th Aug 6th Aug 7th Aug 

 
 
 
 

P&F Meeting 
for new 
families 9am 
Playgroup 
building  

 Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

Faculty Mtg 
EC all Staff / 

Primary. 
 

Trish 
Sherwood 
talk 6pm 

Alchemists 
Classroom  

  

Week 3 8th Aug 9th Aug 10th Aug 11th Aug 12th Aug 13th Aug 14th Aug 

 
 
 
 

  Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

All Staff Mtg 
 
 
 

School Tour Alchemists’ 
Play 

“Samson & 
Delilah” 1pm 

 

Week 4 15th Aug 16th Aug 17th Aug 18th Aug 19th Aug 20th Aug 21st Aug 

 
 
 
 

 Light 
Keepers 
Class 
Meeting 
6pm Light 
Keepers 
Classroom 

Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 
Book Week 

Faculty Mtg  
School Tour 

Mid-term 
Break 

  

Week 5 22nd Aug 23rd Aug 24th Aug 25th Aug 26th Aug 27th Aug 28th Aug 

 Mid-term 
Break 

 Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

Faculty Mtg 
EC with 
Primary 

PAD 
Meeting 

7.00-8.00pm 

  

Week 6 29th Aug 30th Aug 31st Aug 1st Sept 2nd Sept 3rd Sept 4th Sept 

 
 
 
 

  Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

Faculty Mtg 
EC all staff / 

Primary 

 PWS Open 
Day 9.00am-

3.00pm. 
 

 

Week 7 5th Sept 6th Sept 7th Sept 8th Sept 9th Sept 10th Sept 11th Sept 

 
 
 
 

Seniors 
Group 

 Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

All Staff Mtg 
  

  Spring Open 
Day  

Week 8 12th Sept 13th Sept 14th Sept 15th Sept 16th Sept 17th Sept 18th Sept 

 
 

Pupil Free 
Day 

 Anthroposophi
cal Study 

Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 

Kindy 

Faculty Mtg 
EC / Primary 
School Tour 

 
 
 

Class 2 
Camp 

  

Week 9 19th Sept 20th Sept 21st Sept 22nd Sept 23rd Sept 24th Sept 25th Sept 

   Anthroposophi
cal Study 
Group 6:30 – 
8pm Gumnut 
Kindy 

EC with 
Primary 

Spring Fest. 
Last day of 

Term 3. 

STAFF PD 
DAY 

 Trek the 
Trail 

 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Friday 23rd September – Monday 10th 

October.  
Term 4 commences on Tues 11th 

October 
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