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STSS Spring Open Day
Sunday 11th September
Pupil Free Day
Monday 12th September
Class 2 Camp
Friday 16th September
Class 5/6 Parent Evening
Tuesday 20th September 6:30pm in
the Koorrdjenangin classroom
Class 1 Play - The Waugal
Tuesday 20th September 11:30 am
and Wednesday 21st September
5pm in Class One
Spring Festival
Thursday 22nd September

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development: community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Enrolments: enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent please ensure an email is sent to the school explaining the
absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians
The Open Day is fast approaching and there are many volunteers putting a lot of effort into
preparing for the day. I am very much looking forward to the event as it will be community
building and very much a showcasing of our beautiful school. Many volunteers have come
forward to be involved in the Open Day and Spring Fair but there are still a few more places to
fill by some eager and willing community members. Many thanks to everyone who have
already volunteered for various stalls or other activities that make the day come alive.
Volunteering Australia has compiled the following facts about volunteering which are
extremely interesting and uplifting. Volunteers are happier, healthier and sleep better than
those who don’t volunteer, doctors should recommend it! Volunteering results in a “helper’s
high,” a powerful physical and emotional feeling experienced when directly helping others. A
strong correlation exists between the well-being, happiness, health and longevity of people
who are emotionally kind and compassionate in their charitable helping activities. The
experience of helping others provides meaning, a sense of self-worth, a social role and health
enhancement.

Last Day of Term 3
Thursday 22nd September
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Last Thursday the school had a visit from the Department of Education Services representatives
in order to assess the school for registration. The panel members were extremely impressed
with the school and its surroundings but most of all by the children themselves. They
commented on the manners and openness the children displayed on our walk around the
buildings, they were extremely impressed with the Class 4 play and remarked that we should
be proud of the achievements of the school. Many thanks to our School Board Chair, Mr. Bruce
Uchiyama-Lee for his support on the day and also Donna and Kaye for their input with the
panel members.
The process that occurs after the panel have visited our school is:
• The lead reviewer meets with the Director General of Education Services and other experts
of finance, law, education etc.
• That lead reviewer is asked about the school’s risk profile. For example, educational risk,
curriculum risk, financial risk, enrolment risk, governance risk etc.
• Based on the responses of the lead reviewer the Director registers the school for a set time,
between 1 and 5 years.
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Congratulations to the Light Keepers on the performance of their wonderful play, “Godly
Grace”. The performances were outstanding and enjoyed by many parents and guardians as
well as the children and the special visitors we had on Thursday. Thanks to Annemarie, Mei
and their helpers for the effort and time they took in making the play such an outstanding
success.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

Spirits of water, spirits of air,
Weave in the world full of nurture and care.
Sons of bright fire and gnomes of quick gait –
All of them speak to me whilst they create:
“Oh, we work within the world for purest joyfulness alone,
But remember please the deeds we do – they must not pass unknown,
For you free us from enchantment when you make our life your own.”

_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
_________________________________________________________________________________
OPEN DAY is THIS SUNDAY PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ROSTER if you have not already done so…..It is such a wonderful
day and is only possible with everyone’s contribution.
“Look around, look around, flowers in the fields abound.
Every creek is running bright and all the orchard trees are white.
And each and every waving shoot promises sweet flowers and even sweeter fruit.”
The season of Djilba has definitely sprung, the daytime wind has a hint of warmth to it. The days are longer, the flowers
are brighter, the creeks are babbling and bubbling and there is a spring in every step. Glorious Spring has sprung.
The change of season also tends to bring a range of bugs enjoying the change. It is very
important to the health of all at Kindy to let Reception know via email or phone message
when and why your child is away. It helps us as a Kindy community be aware of what we need
to look out for, from nits to school sores and snotty noses.
Please note that there is space every afternoon for Kindy Care. Monday through to Thursday
there are casual places available. Marisa joins Paddy on Thursday afternoon to allow for a
larger group on this short day. Pre-term bookings are also available for next term.
Our very own Early Childhood Spring Festival is only 2 weeks away. Please put Thursday 22nd
September in your diary. We are going to have a lovely morning at our own Kindy’s and end
with some singing and dancing altogether somewhere in our beautiful spring bushland.
Parents if you can please arrive 10:20am – stay tuned and check the newsletter each week
for any changes.
There will be no Rainbow Kindy or Kindy Care on the Festival Thursday afternoon. The end of
the festival is the end of the day for Kindy children and the beginning of a well-earned holiday
for all. The end of Term 3 is the end of bushwalking due to the waking of our reptilian friends,
so we are making the most of the beautiful days amongst the trees.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
MINSTRELS NEWS
The Minstrels have enjoyed a lovely term so far. We began with our Ancient
World Tales Main Lesson where we immersed ourselves in fairy tales from
other lands including Russia, Turkey, China, Ghana, Poland and Germany.
Near its conclusion, the children enjoyed their first Dreaming story as a
precursor to the current Main Lesson, our first play, entitled: The Waugal. In
between, the children encountered the four mathematical processes via our
very friendly and obliging gnomes: Debbie Divide, Atticus Add, Timothy Times
and Monty Minus. We have had such fun with our gems, honky nuts,
mandarins and even with counting each other! The children have been
eagerly awaiting the change in season, hoping for sunnier weather, and last
week we were able to visit Clutterbuck creek once more to ‘fish’, make daisy
chains and play alongside its banks. Now that the children are a little older, it’s lovely
to take them outside to do Morning Circle under the sky. There is no better way to
recite ‘The Sun with Loving Light’ that by gesturing toward its rays!
The children are now starting to learn their lines for our play. I am so grateful to Clifton
Bieundurry, (Ruby and Jett Bieundurry’s father), for his advice and inspiration
rendered on the school holidays, no less! We will perform for the Primary School
children on Tuesday, 20th September at 11.30am and then for family members on
Wednesday, 21st September at 5.00pm. Both performances will be held in our
classroom and refreshments will be available to purchase beforehand, so please do
send in loose change with your children on the Tuesday, or bring some along on the
Wednesday evening.
Katie Southall
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News from the Classroom cont…
LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS
Spring is here!

KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS
A huge thank you to our wonderful P & F who support children and teachers alike by providing funds to every class
throughout the year. This money is raised though events such as the school weekly market, which in turn is supported
by the entire school community. This term the Koorrdjenangin Class was able to purchase 15 high quality atlases for
the classroom library, perfect for history and geography based main lessons. These beautiful atlases will be used for
so many years to come and are truly appreciated by us all. Thank you P & F for everything you do to ensure Silver Tree
children receive such a rich, creative and high quality Steiner education. Your hard work and positivity are appreciated
by everyone!
Anna Brindal
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Koorrdjenangin News cont…
Koorrdjenangin Games Lessons
Double dribble. Jump stop. Bounce pass. Hot seat.
Golden child.
What are the class 5/6 children doing on a Friday
afternoon?
Basketball. We are very grateful for the grant we
received from Sporting Schools Australia for basketball
sessions for the senior students at Silver Tree. Michael
Clarke, a professional basketball coach, comes in every
Friday to teach us drills, skills and games. The grant also funded 36 brand new basketballs and a second portable
basketball hoop. The Koorrdjenangin children have truly enjoyed themselves over the last two weeks doing overhead
passes, jump stops and bounce passes. So if you would like to see some action, come and watch them on the hardcourt
this Friday afternoon. And who knows…Tokyo, Japan 2020 is only 4 years away…
Keep active, enjoy your exercise.
Marion Faassen, games

Reminder to all Classes
Reminder to all students (and their parents): please, please, please bring your sport shoes and a water bottle on
Wednesdays and Fridays, Every week. It is far more fun to join in and be active then watch from the sideline wearing
your ballet flats or Ozzie boots…
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
DENTAL VAN
The dental van will be open during the school holidays on the following dates.
If any dental emergencies arise on a day we are not open, parents can call our phone to hear emergency contact phone
numbers. Darlington Mobile DTC 0407 594 254
Wed 28th September
Thurs 29th September
Mon 3rd October
Tues 4th October
Wed 5th October

8:30am-3:45pm

FOUND
Viola in a blue case has been handed into the office last week. It was left at the pick-up zone near the Silver Blossoms
shop. If this is your child’s, please come to the office to collect it.

PPS HOURS AVAILABLE
A great opportunity to rack up some PPS Hours with some photocopying for music. If you are in need of PPS Hours,
please E-mail welcome@silvertree.edu.au to show your interest.

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Gut health, mental wellbeing and immunity linked to outdoor play

North Fremantle Primary School has free-range chickens and natural play areas.
A disconnection from nature can affect everything in a child from gut health and immunity, to mental health and even
the way they think, recent research has revealed.
Playing in nature used to be a part of everyone's childhood but researchers say it has become an increasingly foreign
concept in Western countries with changes to the way we live, the places we live in and advances in technology.
"Your connection to nature established early in life to your experiences can actually influence [your] life course's
wellbeing," Canadian naturopath and health researcher Alan Logan said.
"And this is not just one or two studies, there have been several studies combined that have clearly shown this
connection."
Mr Logan is one of the keynote speakers at a Children and Nature conference held in Perth this weekend that has
attracted specialists from around the world.
Mr Logan said studies show nature has positive impacts on stress levels and depression.
"Even a view out the window in an academic setting or the workplace, can influence stress and so forth as well as
performance," he said.
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Article cont…
Research also showed nature had a positive impact on children who have been diagnosed with impulsivity,
hyperactivity and attention-deficit disorder and it even influences the way people relate to each other, Mr Logan said.
"One of the really important things about those early life connections to nature relates to empathy, and empathy of
course is your ability to understand and to take another's perspective."
Nature encourages children to ask questions
Exposure to nature also has important physiological impacts, said paediatrics specialist Professor Susan Prescott from
the University of Western Australia.
"When we're in contact with nature we're in contact with all sorts of microbial elements with vitamin D from the
sunlight, and of course physical exercise which are all good for our physical health," Professor Prescott said.
"These in turn impact on the body's immune system and our immune system influences just about every aspect of our
physical health and our mental health."
Former WA chief scientist Lyn Beazley said children needed to experience nature as much as possible because it was
good for their growing brains.
"It allows them to ask all sorts of questions," Professor Beazley said.
"Why is the sky blue? Why do I see the moon during the day? [Why the] grass is green?
"When they ask the questions and address it themselves, that's when the brain gets that extra stimulation and we
know the brain is growing hugely at this time, making lots of new connections for life."
Professor Beazley said the onus is on parents and carers to ensure children get their nature fix but schools also played
an important role.
Parents pleased with school's outdoor approach
North Fremantle Primary has free ranging chickens, vegetable patches and bushy play spaces.
Deputy principal Belinda Baldey said parents and teachers were seeing the benefits.
"I think it reflects in the classrooms," she said.
"When we're doing things, you really see how well the children work collaboratively, how well they're able to build on
each other's ideas, how well they problem solve."
Parent Ailbhe Travers, whose daughter has Asperger's, said the school's approach to learning was a drawcard.
"Lily calls herself a tree when she comes outside," Ms Travers said.
"She describes being clear headed and feeling free and obviously that makes her much more able to concentrate on
the tasks she has ahead of her on a daily basis at school."
As a consequence Ms Travers said her daughter loves going to school.
The Children and Nature conference is being held in Fremantle and is a first for Western Australia.

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
OPEN DAY
This Sunday! Can each family please bring a cake (ingredients labelled) to be sold at the cake stall and some flowers
for the flower garlands.
It will be a fabulous day where we get to show off our beautiful school...and the weather is looking promising (fingers
crossed). See you there
Silvertree Steiner School Open Day 2016

Made by

<CAKES/ SLICES NAME>

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Ingredients

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 7

P&F cont…
The P&F are excited to share a snippet of the wonderful activities, events and entertainment we have planned for our
Spring Fair and Open Day. There have been a team of dedicated volunteers working quietly behind the scenes for the
past six months planning, creating, debating and organising the various elements of the day and we are very excited
to see the day coming together as a vibrant and colourful celebration of our school, students and community atlarge. Below are some of the exciting things we have planned for the day:
Acacia Cottage
Often the first introduction to Silver Tree, Acacia Cottage is the home of Mothers Group and Playgroup. This space will
be a quiet haven to enjoy and relax in, and speak to the facilitators there. A change table and comfy lounges can be
found here.
Bread Making
If you haven't seen it for yourself you wouldn't believe that two year olds could sit and wait quietly for their name to
be sung in the bread making activity. All mini bakers welcome to another joyful singing and working hands-on activity.
Craft Group
The busy beavers of the craft group have been cutting, sewing and felting their hearts out to create with love some
classic Steiner-inspired toys and crafts to sell on the day. Pop along and say hi and take home a doll, crown or craftat-home kit.
Craft Workshops
Feeling creative? There are limited places available in these popular workshops so book early on the day to secure
your place in candle making; wet felting; wax modelling; angel making or trinket bag sewing.
Flower Garlands
A spring fair wouldn't be complete without flower garlands so skip to Lilly Pilly verandah to make your gorgeous
headpiece for the day. Silver Tree families are asked to bring beautiful flowers from their garden to contribute to this
activity.
Face Painting
Body adornment has been around since the dawn of time and what a lovely way to express our inner joy than with a
symbol of happiness painted on our face. A perennial favourite with kids.
Food
Glorious Food. The cooking fairies will be hard at work filling empty tummies with the delicious delights of felafels,
wood fired pizza and sausage sizzle. And for those amongst us with a sweet tooth a staggering array of cakes and
treats will be for sale alongside the coffee, ice cream and lemonade. Is there anything left to say except YUM.
Silver Tree families are asked to bring a cake for the school to sell on the day. However, please no raw cakes due to
food storage and serving limitations.
GEMS Workshops
Spring is the perfect time to get in the garden. Check out the GEMS workshops for fascinating learning and hands on
experience.
GEMS Stall
There will be a variety of plants on sale to take home to your own garden.
Kids Activities
A fantastic line-up of fun activities are planned to keep the kids busy and happy all day. There will be 'old school'
games to test your egg and spoon balance skills or can you and your child work together as a team in the three-legged
race? Kids can dig for crystals in the Lilly Pilly sandpit, create and invent to their hearts content in the wood working
workshop or test their aim at the coconut shy. There are many, many more activities to please and delight so be sure
to read signs around the school on the day.
Market Stalls
Discover the market stalls and their goods on offer in our ‘market place’. From dolls clothes to organic produce there
will be something for everyone.
Maypole Community Dance
Curious? Listen out at 2pm and follow the crowds…
Raffle
Fancy a basket of beautiful toys? Or perhaps a cache of craft materials? Or even a bucket of eco cleaning products?
This year you will have the chance to win one of these three superb hampers. Stop by the gazebo to purchase tickets
for your chance to win wonderful.
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P&F cont…
Roving Entertainment
Eco-Fairies, Bubbles, Buskers and more. Join in the roving fun as is unfolds around you and be prepared to be inspired,
delighted and wowed.
Show bags
We all love them but here at Silver Tree you’ll not find sugar laden, plastic heavy showbags, instead you'll find a range
of treasures to delight, healthy treats to snack on, food and activity vouchers for the day and take home gifts and
craft. Look for the rainbows accompanying the raffle but hurry, as there is strictly limited supply.
Silver Blossoms
The school shop will be open and stocked with new and old favourites. Pop in to say hi to the Silver Blossoms ladies
and find those gifts and supplies you’ve been meaning to get.
Stage Entertainment
Sit down, relax and enjoy the entertainment on offer from our talented Silver Tree choirs, ensembles and ex-students
as well as talented harpists, banjo players and more.
Second-Hand Goods
“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure” so come and explore the treasure trove of second-hand books, toys,
home wares and bric-a-brac offered for sale. You never know what you’ll find.
Second-Hand Clothes
Our ‘pop up’ boutique will be stocked with clothes and shoes from babies to adults so come and check it out and try
on your new wardrobe.
Story time
Even the littlest among us are transfixed by the reverence and beauty of story time as it unfolds. Everyone is welcome
to join the Early Childhood Teachers for this magical event in Marri kindy but we especially encourage little hearts to
come along and experience these wondrous moments.
Wildflowers
WA is renowned through the world for it is wildflowers so why not take home a stunning arrangement of coveted
flowers to bring your spring nature table to life.

_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

VOLTAIRE’S GARDEN
Voltaire’s Garden sources and redistributes locally grown organic, biodynamic and sustainably grown produce. We
offer weekly seasonal fruits and vegetables boxes available (pick up and deliveries) and run a retail shop every Thursday
from 2pm to 6pm at Parky’s Organic Patch, 3145 Roland Road in Parkerville.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

FRANK FREE FUTURE

Invitation to come along to a film screening and information session in the Swan Valley on Friday September 9.
This is a great opportunity for residents who live in the Swan Valley region to learn about fracking and the risks it
poses to our water, farmland and local communities in WA.
When: Friday September 9, 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Where: The Rise Community Centre, 41 Great Northern Highway, Middle Swan (Entry + Parking via Leslie Rd)
RSVP: http://www.frackfreefuture.org.au/infonight_sep9
Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/135380700242752/
Cost: Free (donations encouraged)
We will watch the documentary ‘Fractured country: An Unconventional Invasion’ and hear about fracking and the
local risks here in Western Australia - including the exploration license over parts of the Swan Valley.
We will also learn about what we can do, right here in the metro, to stop fracking right across WA.
Fractured Country captures in stark terms the personal heartache of Australian’s whose lives have been changed
forever by coal and gas mining, and the heroic actions everyday people are taking to defend the country they love.
If you have heard about fracking locally, and would like to be better informed, I urge you to take the next step and join
us on September 9!
Please feel free to email info@frackfreefuture.org.au if you have any questions or queries.

AU PAIR LOOKING FOR A HOST FAMILY
My name is Julia (19y old) and I'm looking for a nice, loving, Steiner inspired host family who would like me to be a part
of their family and have me take care of their children as an Au Pair. One month ago, I finished my A-Levels at our local
Rudolf Steiner School and would like to support your children with their homework, do arts and crafts or make music
together. I'm looking forward to hearing from you! Julia Langer from Germany, contact: julia.anna97@freenet.de.

LIGHT BOX ART STUDIO
LIGHT BOX ART STUDIO $20
SCHOOL HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS
REGISTER NOW
Saturday Oct 1st
10 – 12pm ages 5 to 11 working
with fabric
1 – 3pm ages 12 to 18 printing
Tuesday Oct 4th
10 – 12pm ages 12 to 18 working
with fabric
1 – 3pm ages 5 to 11 printing
Claire 0433 420 706
Lightboxartstudio@outlook.com
www.lightboxartstudio.com.au
facebook.com/lightboxartstudio
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 3, 2016
Term 3
Week 1

Monday
25th July

Tuesday
26th July

Week 2

2nd Aug

Week 3

1st Aug
P&F Meeting
for new
families 9am
Playgroup
building
8th Aug

Week 4

15th Aug

Week 5

22nd Aug
Mid-term
Break

16th Aug
Light
Keepers
Class
Meeting
6pm Light
Keepers
Classroom
23rd Aug

Week 6

29th Aug

30th Aug

Week 7

5th Sept
Seniors
Group

6th Sept

Week 8

12th Sept
Pupil Free
Day

13th Sept

Week 9

19th Sept

20th Sept
Class One
play
11:30am
in Room 1
Koorrdjena
ngin
Parent
Evening
6:30pm
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9th Aug

Wednesday
27th July
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
3rd Aug
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
10th Aug
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
17th Aug
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy

Thursday
28th July
Faculty Mtg
EC / Primary

Friday
29th July
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm

Saturday
30th July

Sunday
31st July

4th Aug
Faculty Mtg
EC all Staff /
Primary.

6th Aug

7th Aug

11th Aug
All Staff Mtg

5th Aug
Trish
Sherwood
talk 6pm
Alchemists
Classroom
12th Aug
School Tour

13th Aug
Alchemists’
Play
“Samson &
Delilah” 1pm

14th Aug

18th Aug
Faculty Mtg
School Tour

19th Aug
Mid-term
Break

20th Aug
Yallingup
Steiner
Open Day
9:30am –
2:30pm

21st Aug

24th Aug
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
Book Week
31st Aug
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
7th Sept
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
14th Sept
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
21st Sept
Anthroposophi
cal Study
Group 6:30 –
8pm Gumnut
Kindy
Class One
play 5pm
Room 1

25th Aug
Faculty Mtg
EC with
Primary

26th Aug
PAD
Meeting
7.00-8.00pm

27th Aug
PWS Grand
Tour

28th Aug

1st Sept
Faculty Mtg
EC all staff /
Primary

2nd Sept

3rd Sept

4th Sept

8th Sept
All Staff Mtg

9th Sept

10th Sept

11th Sept
Spring Open
Day

15th Sept
Faculty Mtg
EC / Primary
School Tour

16th Sept
Class 2
Camp

17th Sept

18th Sept

22nd Sept
EC with
Primary
Spring Fest.
Last day of
Term 3.

23rd Sept
STAFF PD
DAY

24th Sept

25th Sept
Trek the
Trail

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Friday 23rd September – Monday 10th
October.
Term 4 commences on Tues 11th
October
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