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If a child is absent please ensure an email is sent to the school explaining the
absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians,
I recently read an article written by John Marsden the Australian author of the
Tomorrow Series (among other titles), teacher and school principal. It was interesting
to learn that he started an independent school, called Candlebark, in response to his
dissatisfaction with the current model of mainstream teaching and learning. As I read
through the article I was increasingly amazed and surprised at the similarities between
John Marsden’s beliefs about education and the Steiner Education Philosophy. I
particularly resonated with his observation, “Our students love coming to school and
are charged with energy and vitality. They look healthy and alert. Staff members have
a fantastic working relationship with each other – we have had virtually no tensions,
political issues, feuds. We’ve also had no passengers – we’ve never had a lazy
teacher.” This has been exactly my observations about Silver Tree over the last two
years.
However, John is also honest in his observations that although practical, nurturing and
fulfilling, the school does not provide a ‘magical oasis of beauty and peace’.
Relationships by their very nature are confronted by moments of difficulty and
disharmony and the school provides an atmosphere where all concerned can learn to
cope with these situations. It is a community of normal people and normal life includes
difficult moments. I have included the article in this week’s newsletter and highly
recommend reading it for your edification.
On behalf of the school community I would like to extend condolences to Kaye Simpkin
and her family on the sad loss of her mother in New Zealand during the holiday period,
our thoughts are with the family at this difficult time.
There has been a confirmed case of whooping cough in the Kindergarten. Please be
mindful that whooping cough is highly contagious and a greater risk to pregnant
women and young babies. Please take the necessary precautions and see your doctor
if you suspect the onset of whooping cough in yourself or your children.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

There once on earth was a Golden Age
When the veilings of light were a heavingly sign.
When the secrets of Nature were read like a page
By the people, still wrapped in stars’ shimmer and shine.
It’s seldom amongst us that gods can be seen;
And now there are fewer folks friends to the elves.
And yet in this surging of growth and of green,
My angel speaks out to the great stars themselves:
“This child that I guide on the world’s winding ways,
He once saw your flame and he knows how it burns.
In the darkness I’ll lead him, through life’s earthly maze
Till he win his own strength, and the victory earns.”

_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
_________________________________________________________________________________
It is wonderful to be back amongst the children this past week. Is it the imagination or did the children all drink the
rain and spring fairy dust and grow whilst we were all on break? It seems so. Suddenly the Rainbows are nearly too big
to fit around the tables, the Woylies seem to know what the rhythm holds for them, the Possums, well are busy being
possums.
This term is a busy one – so please keep reading the chatter every week. Thank you to all the parents who have
remembered the Term 4 sun hat (preferably named to stay at school) and those who have realised their children’s
heads have grown also – please make sure their name is on the inside of their new hat. Each class has a few spare for
those odd days, but the school policy for Term 4 is no hat no play. Keep the spare clothes and plastic bag stocked up
in their school bag also as mud and water play continues.
This week we have been enjoying the story of Tikki Tikki Tembo in Lillypilly. It is always a joy to come together for
puppet show, and a joy to have such a beautiful stage set for the telling.
Next week please make sure someone (Mum, Dad, Carer, Grandparent) from each Possum and Rainbow family attend
the relevant meeting on:

Transition to 2017
Wednesday October 26th in Lillypilly
Possum Parents 12pm and Rainbow Parents 2:45pm.
The meeting will cover what is expected in the transition into the Rainbow Year and Class 1 in 2017. The Woylie families
will not have one as transition into 4 half days is fairly straight forward for parents and children to navigate.
We really look forward to sharing with you all at the meeting.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
JOB VACANCY – CLASS ONE EDUCATION ASSISTANT

SILVER TREE STEINER SCHOOL
Education Assistant
Class 1

Applicants are invited for the part time position of Education Assistant, Class 1, from the commencement of 2017.
Silver Tree Steiner School is a single stream, co-educational Primary School catering for children from Playgroup
and Kindergarten to Class 6. Silver Tree is a caring, vibrant and growing school with an emphasis on developing
the whole child through the head, heart and hands. The school is set in a natural, picturesque bush-land
environment in the Perth Hills.
It is desirable the successful applicant will:
* Have the ability to work cooperatively and collaboratively with the Class 1 teacher;
* Have a practical understanding of Steiner Education;
* Be a highly independent and motivated individual who shows initiative;
* Have a high degree of professionalism and communication skills; and
* Have a preparedness to be fully involved in the School’s activities.
Applicants must submit a curriculum vitae, including the names and contact numbers of three referees, one of
whom must be the current employer. A Police Clearance Consent Form
www.eddept.wa.edu.au/HRRecruitment/Downloads/PoliceClearance.pdf, a Working with Children Check must
also be included.
Applications should be addressed to the Administrator, Mr. Mark Panaia and should be marked ‘Confidential’
and mailed or emailed to the address below.

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081
Phone: 9295 4787
Email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au

Applications close
COB 4pm Friday 25th November 2016
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_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
CRAFT GROUP – CROCHET MORNING
Join us on Monday morning as we learn how to make the traditional crochet
granny squares.
Please bring your own hook & yarn.
The yarn you use can't be too dark (no black). The 8ply wool from spotlight and a
4.5mm crochet hook is fine. Or the school shop wool is lovely also but best with a
bigger hook like a 6mm.
If you already have a granny square project in mind then please bring the
pattern/plan along and you can make a start to it there or I will bring some ideas
for projects.
However please feel free just to come along and join in for the morning. :)
Date: Monday 24th October 2016
Time: 9am-11am
Location: Acacia Cottage (Playgroup Building)
Cost: Gold Coin donation
Please RSVP to Andrea Trout andreaanddylan@live.com.au or 0413852410
Children are welcome.

ICE CREAM WEDNESDAYS
I SCREAM
YOU SCREAM
WE ALL SCREAM
FOR ICE CREAM

Pure fruit ice creams are back this Wednesday at 12:30pm in the gazebo. They remain $2.50.
Any questions please contact Zoe on 0427 737 778 or Toby on 0410 773 880
We look forward to seeing you there!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________

Our Sustainable School
Did you know?...
Silver Tree has a 4.18 kW solar panel system installed on the roof of Lilly Pilly Kindy. The solar system was funded by
the WA government.
Our solar system comprises twenty two 190W solar panels; a 4000 TL inverter and a Data Collection, Storage and
Visualisation System computer software (DCSVS).
The school generates renewable energy to meet 46% of its daily energy needs. Surplus power generated over and
above our daily needs, for example over holiday periods or weekends, is sold by the school back to the electricity grid.
Our solar panels have saved the school the equivalent of 42% of our total energy costs. Because the school is also now
consuming energy from a renewable energy source this has resulted in a significant reduction in the amount of carbon
dioxide released into the atmosphere.
From 21/9/16, 21 tons of C02 gases have been avoided, a massive 30mh of energy has been produced by the solar
panel system, saving the school $6909 since installation of the solar panel system in 2012.
Did you know?....
Silver Tree held a community workshop during 2012 to demonstrate the value of biochar as a soil amendment. Biochar
is finely ground charcoal and was produced thousands of years ago by the Incas in the Amazon to improve the fertility
and water holding ability of soil for food production. Today it is also believed to have the potential to mitigate climate
change by sequestering Carbon from the atmosphere into the soil, where it remains stable for thousands of years.
Our biochar Kiln was designed by Dr. Blackwell from the Department of Agriculture, and kindly donated to the school.
In the future it is hoped that biochar produced from waste wood at the school will be used in the school vegetable
garden and orchard. Please contact GEMS if you are interested in being involved in this work as volunteers are
necessary to make this happen.
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___________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

VOLTAIRE’S GARDEN

Voltaire's garden is now located at 15 McVicar in Mt Helena - Just follow the path through the garden.
Voltaire's Garden sources and redistributes fruits, vegetables, nuts, oil, etc., directly from local organic and chemical
free growers. The Shop is now officially open 4 days a week to start with. Thursday will stay our co-op day for now,
that is for people who are ordering seasonal boxes, but the retail shop will be open as well. The bulk of produce will
be arriving on that day. However I will keep the shop supplied with new produce on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Also
on Sunday afternoon after 2pm will be our Bargain Afternoon for fresh produce that haven't sold by then. A delivery
of boxes can be arranged for Steiner parents if desired.
Opening hours: Thursday 2pm to 6pm; Friday 1pm to 6pm; Saturday and Sunday 11 am to 5pm

HOUSE SITTER REQUIRED
I am looking for a house sitter for a couple of nights here and there, for my house, located in Parkerville. I was
wondering if there is someone in our School Community who knows of anyone who is suitable for this.
Please contact Tanya Poynter on 0438 737 451 or E-mail: tanyapoynter@yahoo.com.au
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Classifieds cont…
CHRISTMAS FAMILY TRADITIONS

CREATING TRADITIONS IN YOUR FAMILY

Are you questioning the traditions you grew up with? What they mean? Where they came from?
Are you wondering if, how and why you might create traditions for your family?
Do you want to tweak, deepen, rewrite or reconnect with the traditions you have,
but not sure where to start?

Join me in exploring these questions and more....consider traditions
upheld in a Steiner school, in our western culture as well as other parts
of the world. Find what resonates with you and start to create your own.
Christmas is only around the corner, let’s get something beautiful
dreamed up and ready to flow for your family!
When: Saturday 22nd October, 2pm till 4pm
Where: At the studios of the Sound Temple, Sawyers Valley.
Suggested Exchange: $40 or an amount affordable to you.
To secure your place phone Julia on 0414 725 968 or email
julia.bnourished@gmail.com

Create beautiful traditions to hold and nurture your children for a life time and beyond.

Page 7

Classifieds cont…
TREASURE MAPPING

About Helen McKenzie – Hi I am a Silver Tree Playgroup Mum and…….A
Treasure Mapping facilitator

My life is a reflection of this work.
I arrive here by the study I have done, the choices I have made, connections
forged and recognising opportunity.
I am self self taught seeking the depths of who I am and why am I here.
Formally I attained a dip in Reflexology, underwent my Reiki mastership. I am
passionate about nutrition, essential oils, crystals and recently began Reading
tarot cards professionally.
By demand I put together this treasure mapping experience for those who are
willing and wanting their heart's desire.
I had this opportunity 15yrs ago within an hour of returning home my map was
in motion. By 2 weeks my map was my reality and I still reap the effort I put into
my treasure map.
Come, be brave and find your direction....
Please join us once a month at the Sound Temple to learn how to create your
Treasure Map with Helen McKenzie. To reserve your place please visit The
Sound Temple website: www.thesoundtemple.com.au and navigate to the
“Whats On” page. For further information please 0474 555 444.

Page 8

Classifieds cont…
TENNIS LESSONS
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 4, 2016
Term 4
Week 1

Monday
10th Oct
STAFF PD
Day

Tuesday
11th Oct
First day
back at
school

Wednesday
12th Oct

Friday
14th Oct

Saturday
15th Oct

Sunday
16th Oct

Week 2

17th Oct

18th Oct

19th Oct

21st Oct
Greek
Olympics at
PWS Class 5
28th Oct
Class 3 camp

22nd Oct

23rd Oct

Week 3

24th Oct

26th Oct
Class 3 camp
Mundaring
Discovery
Centre

27th Oct
All Staff
Meet
Class 3
camp

Week 4

31st Oct

25th Oct
Light
Keepers
Parent Meet
6pm in
room 4
1st Nov

29th Oct

30th Oct

2nd Nov
Class 2 Play
performance
for kindy’s
and class one

3rd Nov
Faculty
Meet
School Tour
Class 2 Play
11:30am
10th Nov
Faculty
Meet

4th Nov
Class 2 Play
evening
performance

5th Nov
Darlington
Arts
Festival

6th Nov
Darlington
Arts Festival

Week 5

7th Nov

8th Nov

9th Nov

11th Nov
Mid-term
Break

12th Nov

13th Nov

Week 6

14th Nov
Mid-term
Break

15th Nov

16th Nov

17th Nov
Faculty
Meet

18th Nov
PAD meeting

19th Nov

20th Nov

Week 7

21st Nov

22nd Nov

23rd Nov

24th Nov
All Staff
Meeting.

25th Nov

26th Nov

27th Nov

Week 8

28th Nov

29th Nov

30th Nov

2nd Dec

3rd Dec

4th Dec

Week 9

5th Dec

6th Dec

7th Dec

1st Dec
Faculty
Meet
School Tour
8th Dec
Faculty
Meet

9th Dec

10th Dec
Class 6
Graduation
6pm

11th Dec

Week 10

12th Dec

13th Dec

14th Dec
Advent Fest.
Kindy
Graduation.
Last day of
Term 4
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Thursday
13th Oct
Faculty
Meet
Class 3 Core
Cider
Excursion
10am
20th Oct
Faculty
Meet

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Thursday 15th December 2016 – TBC 2017
Term 1 commences on TBC 2017

