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News for the Silver Tree Steiner School
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If a child is absent please ensure an email is sent to the school explaining the
absence.
Dear Parents and Guardians
If you have ever wondered if you are being either too strict or too lenient, or if you
are giving your children enough love, then you have stumbled upon considerations
about the two important roles that parents have. Each has a part in helping your
children become a responsible person within our society.
When you are carrying out the Nurturing and Caring Role, you are being kind and
loving to your children. It is in this role that we listen to our children, support them,
spend time with them, and are affectionate with them. As the Nurturing Parent, we
communicate unconditional love – no matter what happens, we love our children just
because they exist and are ours. This allows our children to take risks, to make
mistakes, knowing that they have their parents’ unconditional support and love.
When you are fulfilling the responsibilities of the Structure Role, you are setting limits
and boundaries, imposing discipline, teaching your children how they should behave,
passing on your values, and giving guidance. By not meeting their needs immediately
and not giving them everything they want, you provide an opportunity for your
children to tolerate some frustration, delay gratification, become less impulsive and
less self-centred. You set standards of behaviour that you expect your children to
meet. You establish consequences for breaking rules and you follow through on those
consequences. You teach your children to be appreciative for what they have. It is
through the Structure Role that we hold our children accountable for their behaviour,
and that in turn, fosters the development of a sense of responsibility.
Children need their parents to carry out both roles; healthy parenting occurs when
children are raised in a home in which there is unconditional love along with clear
boundaries, limits, rules and consequences. Remember that children are more likely
to accept the limits we set and are more likely to want to meet our expectations (i.e.
be responsible) when their parents provide a warm, caring and supportive relationship
that underlies the discipline they impose.
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___________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
___________________________________________________________________________________

In spring’s sunlit hour
My heart like a flower
Unfolds with great power.
And out into the joyful world
My feeling-forces are unfurled.
All things I love – fire, water, aire,
The stoner, the stars, the might sun,
Plants, creature, people everywhere
For God is in them, every one.

_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
_________________________________________________________________________________
Whooping Cough
Please be aware that there was a case of whooping cough in Marri Kindy diagnosed in week 2. As we have young babies
around our kindies it is especially important to be vigilant as it is a potentially horrible illness. The most effective way
of containing any further potential cases is to have your GP swab for whooping cough. If any of your children have cold
symptoms, please ask your GP for this quick and easy test. The results are quick, and if positive, quarantine and
antibiotics are prescribed for 5 days then the child/family is able to interact again.
Dress for Spring
 Please ensure sunscreen is applied before school – Rainbows may reapply after lunch.
 Broad brimmed hats are an absolutely necessary. No hat no play. Have a spare in the car and named one left
at Kindy.
 Shoes are also a must for occupational safety at school but also the path warms up quickly in warm weather.
 Marri children must have enclosed shoes for Thursday bush play.
 Shoulders must be covered. Sundresses need t-shirts underneath.
Silkworms
A massive thank you to all the families who have been supplying the silkworms lovingly with fresh leaves every day.
Especially those who took a box home to feed over the weekend.
I feel that spinning time is near for many and the need for leaves will gradually diminish this week. Then we will
excitedly wait for the next step of wonderment.
Thank you
Thank you all for your help with Kitchen Fairy duties. We are so appreciative. With the warmer weather some help
with watering may also be needed a couple of times a week. Please speak to your teachers if you would like to help
with this at drop off in the morning. Jo also has a few jobs that she needs help with, so if you have some parent
participation hours you would like to fill, or even if you haven't, and you are handy with a spanner, please speak to Jo
about what you can do to help. Thank you all.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
PATHFINDERS CLASS PLAY

Page 3

LIGHT KEEPERS NEWS
The Light Keepers fell in love last week with two four-legged beasts; the very handsome Weimaraner, Dusk, and the
extremely sociable German Shepherd, Sheba. Unfortunately they are not to be the new class pets – but visited us from
Search Dogs Australia to help us understand the ancient link between mankind and hound, as we delve into the animal
kingdom in the Class Four Man and Animal Main Lesson.
Both dogs brought their well-trained handlers Bev and Jean with them, and we had a fascinating morning learning all
about Search Dogs, how they are trained, how dog and handler communicate and how they search for lost people. Did
you know a dog’s nose is three million times more sensitive than ours? Maybe that was why, like a rocket, Dusk shot
off into the bush having smelt Keith’s sock, to find the hidden child in the bush. On completing the child-finding task,
pulling Bev along behind him, he was then asked to find Cosmo, who hid further afield. This time the dog was unleashed
and rushed back to tell and show Bev where Cosmo was. What a brilliant game of hide and seek – we didn’t want it to
end!
Thank you Dusk and Sheba for travelling all the way to our school to show us how clever you are, and delight us with
your sniffing antics; and Bev and Jean from Search Dogs Australia, I’m sure a few of the Light Keepers went home after
your visit to test the noses and obedience of their own pet dogs. Thank you for sharing your fascinating knowledge
and experience.
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KOORDJENANGIN NEWS
In gold-crowned Olympia,
Greatest festival of all,
We who are here
To participate this day
Give honour to thee,
O Zeus!
Honour to the gods above,
The stars that shine,
And the sun that warms,
Our spirit ,
Our soul,
Our body.
We pledge to do our best
In strength
Beauty
And truth.
OLYMPIA!
Last Friday, the 21st of October, the class 5 children had their Greek Olympic day! The weather was beautiful, the
preparation thorough, the children excited and a little nervous.
Perth Waldorf School did an amazing job organizing this City State battle between all the Steiner schools in Western
Australia. We were fortunate to have many Silver Tree Steiner School parents help on the day. I would like to thank
Paul Scallan in particular for making the stunning medals for our athletes.
As a games teacher I was very proud of all the children doing so well at the various sports. But I was especially proud
of our children showing such great sportsmanship on the day; they cheered on their City State members (some they
never met before), helped each other out where needed and made new friends on the field.
Beautiful class 5 children, you can be so proud of all your achievements! I am very grateful for being your games
teacher.
Marion Faassen
The Greek Olympics by Charlotte
My favourite event at the 2016 Greek Olympics was the long jump. However, I also
enjoyed the marathon and the baton relay. The 2016 Greek Olympics was held at
the Perth Waldorf School on the 21st of October. The teams were named after city
states in Greece; Athens, Sparta, Delphi and Corinth. There were about nine or ten
events including long jump, discus, relay, javelin and chariot racing. There were
also running activities such as sprint, middle distance and the marathon (first
event of the day). The schools that participated were only Steiner Schools. There
were Yallingup Steiner School, Golden Hill Steiner School (Denmark), West Coast
Steiner School, Perth Waldorf and us of course! I found the Greek Olympics very
tiring and was very sore afterwards but all together it was a lot of fun!
The Greek Olympics by Lilly
A long time ago in Ancient Greece, all the cities would come together and compete
against each other. These cities had names like Delphi, Athens, Sparta and Corinth.
In class 5, we study Ancient Greece and celebrate our own Greek Olympics with
other Steiner Schools from W.A. At the Olympics there are about nine different
events such as sprints, long jump and wrestling. I was in Delphi and my team and
I had to recite a special poem about Delphi at the beginning of the games. Delphi
ended up winning this year’s Games and we were presented with an olive wreath.
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Koorrdjenangin News cont…
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_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
GAMES NEWS
Archery for Koordjenangin class!
1 whistle, 2 whistles, arrow rest, knocking point, index fletch, ground quiver.... it is archery time at Silver Tree!
For the past few weeks the Koordjenangin children have had archery lessons during their games sessions at school.
Scott White from the Archery Centre WA came down to Silver Tree with his mobile archery van to teach the children
the basics of archery. They learned about equipment handling and field safety. We practiced sighting, scoring and
short distance shooting.
The Koordjenangin children loved the lessons immensely so far; their concentration and dedication to the clinics are,
again, amazing. We are so blessed to have access to the world of archery on our beautiful school grounds!
Marion Faassen, games teacher

MUSIC NEWS
On Saturday night, the 22nd of October 2016, the Silver Tree ensemble and almost all of the parents went to an amazing
end of year ensemble spectacular.
We all met up in the city and had a delicious dinner at a Japanese sushi place. Then we ran to the Perth Concert Hall,
and made it just in time. First there was a flute Choir and then 3 sting orchestras; the Sinfonietta String Orchestra, the
Collegium String Orchestra and the Philharmonic Orchestra. The Perth Concert Hall was this huge place, with lots of
people listening to the beautiful music. Some of the people playing the music were very young; some were probably
around 8 years old! My favorite song they played was the Pirates of the Caribbean.
We arrived back home at 11:00pm. It was a fantastic night!
Thank you so much Rebecca for organizing.
The Silver Tree Ensemble
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News from the School cont…
WHOOPING COUGH
Whooping cough (or pertussis) is a highly contagious respiratory infection caused by the bacterium Bordetella
pertussis. Whooping cough can affect people of any age. For adolescents and adults, the infection may only cause a
persistent cough. However, for babies and young children, whooping cough can be life threatening. Complications of
whooping cough in babies include pneumonia, fits and brain damage from prolonged lack of oxygen. Most
hospitalisations occur in babies less than six months of age.
In Australia, epidemics occur every 3 to 4 years. In 2011, 38 732 cases were reported nationally. The highest rates of
disease were in infants <6 months of age and children 5 – 9 years.
Signs and Symptoms:
Whooping cough often starts like a cold with a runny nose, sneezing and tiredness over several days, and then the
characteristic coughing bouts develop. These bouts can be very severe and frightening, and may end with a crowing
noise (the ‘whoop’) as air is drawn back into the chest.
Coughing episodes are frequently followed by gagging or vomiting. During coughing attacks, a child's breathing can be
obstructed and they may become blue or stop breathing. The bouts of coughing may continue for many weeks even
after appropriate treatment. Babies under six months of age, vaccinated children, adolescents and adults may not
display the typical whoop. Even in adults, pertussis can cause significant problems with the cough persisting for up to
3 months, and other symptoms, such as sleep disturbance or, rarely, rib fracture.
Treatment:
Treatment is a course of antibiotics which reduces the time a person is infectious to others and may reduce symptoms
if given early in the disease.
To be effective, antibiotics need to be given within 21 days of the start of general symptoms or within 14 days of the
start of the bouts of coughing.
Some people who have had close contact with an infected person may need to take antibiotics to prevent infection.
This includes people at high risk of serious complications (i.e. children aged less than six months); and others who
might spread it to these children, such as women near the end of their pregnancy, or people who live or work with
infants under the age of 6 months. Seek the advice of your doctor about the need for antibiotics to reduce the risk of
infection in yourself or in infants at risk of serious complications.
Transmission:
Whooping cough bacteria are highly infectious and are spread to other people by an infected person coughing and
sneezing. The infection can also be passed on through direct contact with infected secretions from the mouth or nose.
The time between exposure to the bacteria and getting sick is usually seven to ten days, but can be up to three weeks.
A person is most infectious in the early stages of their illness. Unless treated with appropriate antibiotics for at least
five days, a person is regarded as infectious for three weeks after the first sign of any cough; or 14 days after the start
of the bouts of coughing.
Prevention:
To avoid passing the disease on to others, a person with whooping cough should stay away from work, school, preschool or child care until they have had at least 5 days of their course of antibiotics, or until 21 days after the first sign
of any coughing, or until 14 days after the severe bouts of coughing began.
If people who have had close contact with an infectious person are not fully vaccinated, they may need to stay away
from places where there are young children or pregnant women. Your doctor can provide advice on this.
Anyone who has been in close contact with an infectious person should keep a close eye on their own health. If they
develop signs of early whooping cough in the three weeks following the exposure, they should immediately remove
themselves from close contact with others until they have seen a doctor, mentioning to the doctor about the contact
with whooping cough. The person should not return to work until they are no longer infectious; or another cause has
been confirmed for their illness.
People who are visiting a doctor in relation to whooping cough should advise the staff either prior to the visit or
immediately on arrival so appropriate infection control measures can be taken.
For more information on the disease please visit: http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/U_Z/Whooping-coughpertussis
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News from the School cont…
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR DARLINGTON ARTS FESTIVAL PERFORMERS
Please see below for some important information regarding the up-coming Darlington Arts Festival Performance for
all Choir and String Ensemble Students.

Silver Tree Steiner School - Darlington Arts Festival Performance 2016
The Choir and String Ensemble will be performing at the Darlington Arts Festival this year. The Festival is a fantastic
experience for the children who get to perform on stage. It is also a wonderful opportunity for Silver Tree to showcase
the rich array of music that we offer our students.
Time:

8.30am arrival for a 9am Performance. Sunday 6th November. Please arrive
early for a warm and tune up.

Location:

The Main Performance Stage located on the oval at the entrance to the
Festival.
As we are representing our school in a public forum, please be mindful to follow the school
dress code. As a reminder, the school dress code is plain brightly coloured t-shirts with
sleeves, no logos, neatly tied back hair and no jewellery. Children may like to bring a water
bottle. If your child is in the String Ensemble please bring Instruments, music folders, a music
stand and two pegs for securing the sheet music onto the music stand.

What to Bring/Wear:

JOB VACANCY – CLASS ONE EDUCATION ASSISTANT

SILVER TREE STEINER SCHOOL
Education Assistant
Class 1
Applicants are invited for the part time position of Education Assistant, Class 1, from the commencement of 2017.
Silver Tree Steiner School is a single stream, co-educational Primary School catering for children from Playgroup and
Kindergarten to Class 6. Silver Tree is a caring, vibrant and growing school with an emphasis on developing the whole
child through the head, heart and hands. The school is set in a natural, picturesque bush-land environment in the Perth
Hills.
It is desirable the successful applicant will:
* Have the ability to work cooperatively and collaboratively with the Class 1 teacher;
* Have a practical understanding of Steiner Education;
* Be a highly independent and motivated individual who shows initiative;
* Have a high degree of professionalism and communication skills; and
* Have a preparedness to be fully involved in the School’s activities.
Applicants must submit a curriculum vitae, including the names and contact numbers of three referees, one of whom
must be the current employer. A Police Clearance Consent Form
www.eddept.wa.edu.au/HRRecruitment/Downloads/PoliceClearance.pdf, a Working with Children Check must also be
included.
Applications should be addressed to the Administrator, Mr. Mark Panaia and should be marked ‘Confidential’ and
mailed or emailed to the address below.
695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081
Phone: 9295 4787
Email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Applications close
COB 4pm Friday 25th November 2016
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_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
CRAFT GROUP
Please join us for craft next week as we will begin to 'soft needle felt' some advent people for your Christmas table. It
may take a few weeks to complete so RSVP your place to join in the festivities.
You can come along as you please but you are encouraged to come weekly to enable you to finish the project. You can
do 1 or 6 people, it's up to you and you can work at your own pace. Create a religious or non-religious set of people
for your Christmas scene.
Please RSVP by this Sunday 30th October, we start Monday 31st October and will work weekly till the end of term.
Cost $4 per character made and a gold coin donation for each craft morning attended.
I will have some felting needles to borrow in craft or buy if you want to take home. All other materials provided.
If you don't want to do this activity but come to craft to work on your own project this is still ok. Just a gold coin
donation if you can.
Looking forward to it
Debbie and the crafty crew
0413153071 text for RSVP

ICE CREAM WEDNESDAYS
I SCREAM
YOU SCREAM
WE ALL SCREAM
FOR ICE CREAM

Pure fruit ice creams are back this Wednesday at 12:30pm in the gazebo. They remain $2.50.
Any questions please contact Zoe on 0427 737 778 or Toby on 0410 773 880
We look forward to seeing you there!
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_________________________________________________________________________________
GEMS NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
OUR SUSTAINABLE SCHOOL
Did you know... Silver Tree has a Bush Tucker Garden?
Thanks to a series of grants from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and a lot of hard work, Silver Tree families
designed and built our raised hugelkultur garden bed in the shape of the Wagyl, (the Noongar Rainbow Serpent).
Like in the Noongar Dreamtime Story, our Wagyl is slithering from east to west through the landscape. Our Wagyl
emerges from a stand of bush tucker plants (the forest) and slides over a hill (the Darling Range), making its way to the
Jane Brook and onto the Indian Ocean.
Bush tucker plants have been planted along the Wagyl’s body and at its tail, and in front of the yurt and rainwater
tanks in the primary playground. Species are locally endemic wherever possible, all having nutritional, medicinal and/or
cultural significance to aboriginal people. Signs have been produced as an educational resource for students and
visitors.
Did you know… Students grow their own organic fruit and vegetables?
Our school gardens are managed organically without artificial pesticides or fertilisers. Our raised mandala beds have
been filled with top soil left over from earthworks, with green manure crops initially planted to improve soil quality.
Two of our raised garden beds have been made with recycled tin and other recycled materials and our orchard fence
has been built using recycled timber.
Two double tumbler compost bins, and a compost pile, are used to compost food scraps generated during fortnightly
cooking classes in the primary school. Our compost bins, combined with our school policy of lunch boxes having no
packaging and a “take your lunch rubbish home” policy, now means all food scraps generated the school are treated
as a resource.
Our herb spiral (built with the kind support of the Hills Local Permaculture Group) provides a number of micro-climates
for different types of herbs to survive, and contains a compost core at the centre to enable disposal of organic waste
and nutrients to planted herbs.
Our orchard was established in winter 2013 and will soon be flourishing. The orchard fence has prevented our
“resident” kangaroos and other fruit loving animals from eating our crop.
Recycled wastewater from our secondary wastewater treatment system is used for irrigating our fruit trees (purple
pipes).
Our orchard is managed organically without artificial pesticides or fertilisers. Varieties of fruit trees to be planted have
been chosen to extend the harvest and variety of fruit available throughout the year.
Our worm fridges (farms) are about to become again operational and will produce ‘worm juice” comprising worm wee,
worm poo and castings which can be collected to improve the health of the soil in our organic vegetable beds.
For further information please contact bronwynscallan@outlook.com
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___________________________________________________________________________________

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
___________________________________________________________________________________

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. Contact Jenny Hill 0432 735 744
___________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSIFIEDS
___________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

VOLTAIRE’S GARDEN

Voltaire's garden is now located at 15 McVicar in Mt Helena - Just follow the path through the garden.
Voltaire's Garden sources and redistributes fruits, vegetables, nuts, oil, etc., directly from local organic and chemical
free growers. The Shop is now officially open 4 days a week to start with. Thursday will stay our co-op day for now,
that is for people who are ordering seasonal boxes, but the retail shop will be open as well. The bulk of produce will
be arriving on that day. However I will keep the shop supplied with new produce on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Also
on Sunday afternoon after 2pm will be our Bargain Afternoon for fresh produce that haven't sold by then. A delivery
of boxes can be arranged for Steiner parents if desired.
Opening hours: Thursday 2pm to 6pm; Friday 1pm to 6pm; Saturday and Sunday 11 am to 5pm
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Classifieds cont…
MAHOGANY CREEK MEETING
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 4, 2016
Term 4
Week 1

Monday
10th Oct
STAFF PD
Day

Tuesday
11th Oct
First day
back at
school

Wednesday
12th Oct

Friday
14th Oct

Saturday
15th Oct

Sunday
16th Oct

Week 2

17th Oct

18th Oct

19th Oct

21st Oct
Greek
Olympics at
PWS Class 5
28th Oct

22nd Oct

23rd Oct

Week 3

24th Oct

26th Oct
Class 3 camp
Mundaring
Discovery
Centre

27th Oct
All Staff
Meet
Class 3
camp

Week 4

31st Oct

25th Oct
Light
Keepers
Parent Meet
6pm room 4
Class 3
camp
1st Nov

29th Oct

30th Oct

2nd Nov
Class 2 Play
performance
for kindy’s
and class one

3rd Nov
Faculty
Meet
School Tour
Class 2 Play
11:30am
10th Nov
Faculty
Meet

4th Nov
Class 2 Play
evening
performance

5th Nov
Darlington
Arts
Festival

6th Nov
Darlington
Arts Festival

Week 5

7th Nov

8th Nov

9th Nov

11th Nov
Mid-term
Break

12th Nov

13th Nov

Week 6

14th Nov
Mid-term
Break

15th Nov

16th Nov

17th Nov
Faculty
Meet

18th Nov
PAD meeting

19th Nov

20th Nov

Week 7

21st Nov

22nd Nov

23rd Nov

24th Nov
All Staff
Meeting.

25th Nov

26th Nov

27th Nov

Week 8

28th Nov

29th Nov

30th Nov

2nd Dec

3rd Dec

4th Dec

Week 9

5th Dec

6th Dec

7th Dec

1st Dec
Faculty
Meet
School Tour
8th Dec
Faculty
Meet

9th Dec

10th Dec
Class 6
Graduation
6pm

11th Dec

Week 10

12th Dec

13th Dec

14th Dec
Advent Fest.
Kindy
Graduation.
Last day of
Term 4
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Thursday
13th Oct
Faculty
Meet
Class 3 Core
Cider
Excursion
10am
20th Oct
Faculty
Meet

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Thursday 15th December 2016 – TBC 2017
Term 1 commences on TBC 2017

