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School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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If a child is absent, please ensure an email of explanation is sent to the school.

Dear Parents and Guardians,

School Holidays
Monday 10th – 21st April 2017

Welcome back to Silver Tree for the beginning of the 2017 school year. I would
especially like to give a warm welcome to any new families and children to our
beautiful school, I am sure you will enjoy your time with us now and into the
future.

Term 2 Commencement
Wednesday 26th April 2017
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Welcome back to Megan Carter who began her journey with the Class 1 children
last Wednesday morning in a beautiful ceremony at the assembly. Also new to
staff is Danielle Passmore who will be working with Megan in Class 1 and Carmen
Renz our new German teacher, welcome to Silver Tree! Not new to staff but in
other positions around the school this year are Kristy Brookes in Class 6 on
Fridays, Karolina Pawlowski in Class 5 on Fridays and Class 4 on Wednesday
afternoons and Robyn Smith in the new position of Educational Support. We
farewell Kayla Bayfield from the front office reception desk after nearly two
years in the position and wish her all the very best in her future endeavours. We
have appointed Emily Stanton-Clements in a temporary capacity in the position
until we complete the process for choosing a new receptionist, welcome and
thank you, Emily.
Many of you may have noticed, as you returned to school, there were a few
changes around the grounds that have enhanced the play areas for the children.
A huge thank you to Marijanna, Fiona and Jesse Cowan for their amazing work
and for making this all happen during the holidays in time for the return of the
children. There will be many other projects on the go this year that will certainly
improve school infrastructure. The most significant is the construction of a
Multipurpose Building that will incorporate music tuition rooms and toilets for
the upper primary classes. The building will be paid for through the acquisition
of a government grant and low interest loan as well as school funds and will be
situated where the temporary upper school toilets are. It is an exciting time for
the school and will significantly improve the facilities and what we can offer to
the school community.
The teaching faculty were concerned towards the end of last year about the lack
of close parental supervision of very young children both during school hours
and after school. The Faculty and Administration ask parents to adhere to some
imperatives, outlined below, concerning the use of the school grounds. On the
whole most families pick their children up and leave on time at the end of the
day and this is wonderful, we ask all other parents to please support the concerns
of the teaching faculty on the issues surrounding this extremely important duty
of care and safety requirement.

continued...
-

-

-

Parents helping at school during school time need to be closely watching younger siblings as there
is a safety issue with older children on the hardcourt and around the play areas during recess and
lunch times.
After school was becoming an issue despite parents being informed and reminded of supervision.
Previously the school was wanting to provide a community environment for parents after school
but faculty feel that due to ‘duty of care’ responsibilities this is no longer possible. Incidents have
occurred leaving teachers feeling uncomfortable about adequate parental supervision.
Children should not be playing with sports equipment before or after school.
Parents and children should leave school premises before or at 3.30pm, the school should not be
used as an out of school hour’s playground.

Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

_________________________________________________________________________________
CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
_________________________________________________________________________________

Myself in my aloneness I must feel.
What if I did not love? Then would there be
No bridge to others. I would live in fear.
Love leads me out to flower, star and tree,
To rushing river and to people dear;
If I am lonely, only love has power to heal.

_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
_________________________________________________________________________________
Welcome Back Everyone!
What a beautiful start to the term. It was so lovely to see all our Kindy families at the picnic, with children reacquainting
themselves with each other in the playgrounds, rolling, tumbling, digging and swinging. It was beautiful to see many
fond greetings being shared between teachers and assistants and the children also.
The weather has been very kind to us so far, even so the sun is still strong. Please remember to apply sunscreen before
kindy and this will be sufficient to last all morning. Also please remember spare light clothing and a plastic bag for wet
clothes from water play or accidents.
Our first parent meeting was a wonderful sharing time about how to help the children settle in Kindergarten. Many
wonderful points and stories were shared, which illustrated there is never just one way. But rhythm and consistency
helps enormously, as it does in our Kindy day.
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Early Childhood Chatter continued…

Woylies will be starting on Wednesday morning, some parents will be staying, however if you have not arranged
anything with your teacher, please remember a short goodbye and leave when you say you will without looking back
is helpful for your child. Let them get settled with their teacher/assistant outside before morning recorder and before
we all move inside. Show love and trust in the Kindergarten and teachers and that will resonate with the children also.
Know that we will ring you if needed. Stay at the coffee shop for 20 minutes and if we haven’t called, everything is fine.
Another gem from the meeting we wanted to share with all, is remember not to talk too much to your child about the
Kindy day. If you are pummelled with questions remember to keep the magic of wonder and discovery for the children
by just saying with a twinkle in your eye, “Ooooo I wonder”. The children begin to be familiar with the rhythm through
their experiences and their wonder continues to live within them every day.
The Rainbows all had a really lovely time together for their first Friday Rainbow Day. They all coped really well, with
many very excited to finally be the Rainbows who get to play at Marri Kindy!! Play both inside and outside already
showed the children making new friendships across the Kindergarten groups. This, as well as every Friday (not including
mid-term break on March 3rd), will be Rainbow morning at Marri Kindy.
Please put Thursday March 23rd in your diaries for our Autumn Festival gathering at Kindergarten. This will be the
Thursday closest to the Autumn Equinox instead of Easter this year. More details will follow closer to the event. At
least one parent/carer needs to be available for the hour of the festival, so please try and organise this amongst your
family members early. Until next week, enjoy.
Warmth and Love from the Early Childhood Team

________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASS ONE NEWS
Last Wednesday, as the whole Primary School sang our traditional Welcoming Song, the wonderful Silver Tree Kindy
teachers brought 22 very nervous children, with faces as bright as the sunflowers they handed me, through the
parental archway to their first Primary School assembly.
Our two new children who didn’t know the Kindy teachers were also brave enough to leave Mum and/or Dad behind
and come through the archway with them. Most bravely, Ange came through to give me Oshin’s sunflower and though
he can’t be with us on the journey physically, I know he’ll travel along with us on another level.
Class One in a Steiner School is a writing year. The children have begun with half days and have been working really
hard to master the straight and curved lines which form the basis for beautiful handwriting and help the children to
connect to the world around them in a more conscious way. When they have met these forms well, they will begin to
learn more about the letters and sounds through story, song, movement and verse. These rich experiences in turn
form the basis for a lifetime ahead of wonderful reading experiences, which for some come earlier and for others later.
Each child is an individual and what beautiful individuals the Class One children all are. Our lovely assistant Danielle
has already been missed by the children when they have noticed that she is not in the classroom all the time. What a
testament to the loving warmth she brings to the children. We are so lucky to be here with each other at this school,
at this time.
Blessings, Megan

KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS
Class 6 Koorrdjenangin Parent and Carers’ Meeting
Tuesday 7th of February
6:30 pm
in the classroom
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________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
_________________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL CARPARK
A reminder to Parents and Guardians that parking bays within the school are marked in white. The yellow bays are
pick up or drop off only and parents should not leave their cars if parked in this zone.
For the safety of your child and other children, please refrain from parking or dropping off on the turning circle. All
children should be entering the school via the front gate or the gate situated at the drop off zone. The speed limit
whilst within school property is 10 km/h.
The top car parking area is for teachers and staff only. If there is an overflow in the carpark area the bottom paddock
can be used. It is a matter of safety for our children that everyone abides by these simple rules. If someone other than
the Parent or Guardian is to pick up children, please make them aware of the rules.

CLASS CARERs
A Class Carer is required for Gumnut Kindy. Please contact the Office if you would like further details.

THE DENTAL VAN
The Darlington Dental Therapy Mobile is now at the Parkerville Primary School (via the Windoo Road entrance), where
Silver Tree children are welcome to attend. The van is expected to remain at Parkerville until week 2 of Term 2, unless
otherwise advised. Silver Tree will be sending letters home in the near future offering appointments.
Parents of any new children to the area can contact the centre if a dental check-up is desired. Any dental concerns
about your children’s teeth can always be directed towards the staff on the van for advice or possible treatment, no
matter where the van is situated.
Please be advised that all students entering high school in 2017 will still be eligible to see us on the van up until the
end of year 11 or the age of 17. We will send appointments in the mail as we work through the waiting list. Please
ensure all your contact details are kept up to date.
Contact details are:
Hours:

Phone: 0407 594 254 (no SMS)
Email: DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
8.00am-4.00pm Monday-Friday (unless closed for a meeting)

Thank you. Andrew, Sharon, Eilish and Dinah
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News from School continued…

MESSAGE FROM MAINTENANCE
It is so wonderful to see families utilising the new footpaths that were built by the Mundaring Shire at the end of last
year, however it has now highlighted an issue of safety when entering the school grounds once the footpath ends.
After much consideration, a solution has been found and contractors have now been engaged to provide quotes for
works. Thank you for your patience thus far and please everybody take extra care when entering the school grounds
by foot or bike and likewise, I urge all parents driving to take extra care and look out for those on foot. Morning drop
off is such a busy time on our road and we want you all to be safe!
Marijanna Smith
Maintenance and Planning

2017 SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos are booked for Wednesday 10th May 2017.
Further details will be provided in future newsletters.

GEMS NEWS
Our school goal: Packaging-free lunchboxes
Silver Tree is very proud of its waste management initiatives, and its status as a Waste-Wise School. To enable Silver
Tree to continue to be “waste-wise”, please ensure your child’s lunch box is free of commercial packaging. If you are
looking for a waste free alternative to plastic lunch-bags or plastic wrap, washable beeswax sandwich wraps are one
solution. Your support Thank you for your support.
Are you a GEM?
The Gardening and Environmental Management Committee (aka GEMCs) are a group of dedicated parents who spend
their PPS hours looking after the school’s natural environment, gardens and orchards. If this sounds like you, please
join us. No experience needed, just a desire to get your hands dirty, and care for our planet.
Our Mission:
- To plan, coordinate and oversee actions leading to improved environmental
sustainability of the school, as identified in the Silver Tree Gardening and
Environmental Management Plan (GEMP).
- To plan, coordinate and oversee the establishment and maintenance of school
gardens, ensuring that they become both visually appealing and environmentally
sustainable.
For further information, please contact Bronwyn on: bronwynscallan@outlook.com

LOST PROPERTY
Items of lost property are stored in the black box outside of the Office. Small or valuable items are kept at Reception.
A much loved brand new pair of white and purple sneakers (size 2 or 3) were lost on the last day of school last year.
Last seen in the gazebo. If you chanced upon these, could you please return them to Leah Scallan in Class 3.
Thank you!
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Applications are invited for the position of:
SCHOOL RECEPTIONIST
The School is seeking a Receptionist to look after the school office from Monday to Friday. The duties
entail managing the school’s information system, collating the school newsletter, assisting with first
aid to students and providing administrative support. You will also oversee the bookings for Mothers
Group, Playgroup and Kindy Care.
This position would suit someone looking for a busy and varied role. In order to be successful in this
position, you will need to demonstrate previous experience in a receptionist or administration role. You
will have intermediate computer skills, demonstrated strong organisational skills and highly developed
communication skills with parents, teachers and children. A high degree of self-motivation and initiative
is essential with the ability to organise your workload. This position is Monday to Friday 8.00am –
4.00pm.
Applicants must submit curriculum vitae, including the names and contact numbers of three referees,
one of whom must be the current employer if applicable. A Police Clearance must be included and the
ability to obtain a Working with Children Check.
Applications close 22nd February 2017
Applications should be addressed to the Administrator, Mr. Mark Panaia and should be marked ‘Confidential’
and mailed or emailed to the address below.
695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081
Phone: 9295 4787
Email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au

_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
_________________________________________________________________________________
On behalf of the Parents and Friends Association (P&F) welcome back to all our returning Silver Tree families and a
warm welcome to new families. We have put together some information we would like to share with you about the
P&F and are happy to answer any questions you may have. Please do not hesitate to contact us!
What is the P&F?
The P&F is a group of like-minded parents, teachers and staff who regularly come together to support each other, raise
funds, run events, share ideas and bring awareness of issues relating to the school community.
We are passionate about our beautiful school and advancing the educational opportunities afforded through fundraising such as gardens, classroom resources and play structures. In addition, we encourage and support all families to
come together in community spirit by providing parent resources such as our school shop, parent library, community
market day, GEM’s event (Garden & Environment Management) and weekly craft group.
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P&F continued...
How can you join?
Everyone is welcome to join us at a meeting or event. Membership to the P&F is
automatic upon enrolment of your child in our school. We encourage all members to
join us at our meetings and events wherever your talents and interests lie! As the saying
goes “Many hands make light work”.
Our Term 1 meeting dates can be found on the school noticeboard and will be updated
regularly with any changes. Coming along to the meetings is a great way to find out
what we have in the pipeline and to help us decide what projects to fund.
If your time permits, volunteering for events is a
fulfilling way to be part of your school community. Our
upcoming events and fundraisers for 2017 will include
our annual Bush Dance, on the 25th of February,
Mundaring Swap Meet, Bunnings sausage sizzle and
more. We’d be happy to hear from anyone with fresh fundraising ideas who can also
coordinate the project so get thinking and get creative!
We have several ongoing fundraisers for 2017 which include Ice cream Wednesdays in
the summer months, Market Day every Thursdays after school and each morning in the
Silver Blossoms shop.
Current and past committee members are dotted through all grades in the primary and
kindergartens so have a chat with them or contact anyone on the list below.
Position
Presidents
Treasurer
Secretary
Shop Manager
Market Coordinator
Executive Members

Name
Peta Bridge & Andrea Trout
June Tutty
Linda Baldwin
Crystal Glover
Mei Bing Toh
Zoe Hemsted & Toby Dwyer.

Contact Information
P&F Email address: silvertreepandf@gmail.com Mail: Pigeon Hole located in school office or send to Silver Tree
Parents & Friends Association, 695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081
Highlights of 2016
- At the start of the year the P&F were pleased to welcome all new families to our
school community at the annual Bush Dance. It was a great summer’s night enjoyed
by children and adults alike.
- In September, our biennial Spring Fair & Open Day attracted hundreds of guests to
our school and the school community came together beautifully to ensure a
smooth running event.
- The P&F donated $9500 for the building of the upper primary Castle Playground
and an addition to the lower primary playground. The construction was started
during the summer holidays and due for completion Term 1 2017.
- It was also another successful year for our school shop Silver Blossoms. With money
raised from sales we were able to upgrade our computer and recover the outdoor
furniture to make it a comfortable and inviting space. So, don’t forget to come in
and enjoy a coffee, view our selection of quality, natural and handmade toys, clothes and homewares. You can
volunteer for the hour working in the shop serving customers or making coffees. The coffee machine is
automatic and the till register is easy to learn. Free coffee with your shift! Yum!
Wishing you all a safe and happy year here at Silver Tree Steiner School.
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P&F continued...

CRAFT GROUP NEWS
CRAFT GROUP SESSIONS:
All are welcome to join the Craft Group in 2017, 8:45-12:30 Fridays at the Acacia
Playgroup. Come along and join in the fun of learning new skills and getting creative.
Bring your own project or join in on workshops over the term. This week we shall
continue with our own projects, so bring something you have been meaning to finish
or start.
CRAFT WORKSHOP:
Next week we have a lovely Crystal Macramé Necklace workshop that requires a
minimum number of people to go ahead, so please RSVP to Andrea as per below.
We are delighted to have Tania from Rainbow Knots join us at Craft Group to teach the art of macramé.
Join us in the Acacia Playgroup room for a casual morning, as we learn to make a necklace. The room is child and baby
friendly and garden is enclosed (please bring your child’s hat).
Time: 9am-12.30pm
Cost is $10.00 for one complete necklace. The fee includes tea and coffee. This workshop will suit any skill level, all
are welcome. Please RSVP to Andrea Trout, on 0413 852 410 or andreaanddylan@live.com.au

BUSH DANCE
To start off the year, it is a Silver Tree tradition to hold a Bush Dance. This is always lots of fun and a great way to
socialise and celebrate the upcoming school year. The Bush Dance will be held on Saturday 25th of February, 5pm7pm. This year, the organising committee has decided to do things a little differently in the name of ease and less
stress. We will be asking families and friends to bring their own picnic and the P&F will be providing free
tea/coffee/lemonade and also $2 desserts. Please see the fabulous posters (thank you Naomi Gunton, mother of Arya
K5) for further details.

SILVER BLOSSOMS NEWS
Thank you for your wonderful donations to the Silver Blossoms shop. We are continuing to gratefully receive
children’s, ladies’ and gent’s clothing and shoes that you may be cleaning out! Please feel free to leave donations on
the verandah of the shop. New school shirts are expected to arrive in the shop this week. Feel free to drop in and get
any of your supplies. The crystal cupboard has also been restocked over the holidays.
Volunteers – are you looking at meeting and getting to know lots of people within the community? Do you have a
spare few hours on your hands to fill those PPS hours? If so, please get in touch with Deb and Crystal (Minstrels or Lily
Pilly Kindy), Marijanna (Alchemists) or Zoe (Pathfinders, Class 1 and Gumnut kindy) or drop into the shop and say
hello. There are lots of roles that need filling to keep the shop running, so please consider a few hours here. Volunteers
are particularly needed on a Monday and Friday morning. Training is done on a Wednesday and Thursday morning to
start with.

ICECREAMS ARE BACK!
Starting Wednesday 8th and every Wednesday until the end of Term 1, children are welcome
to purchase ice-creams in the Gazebo at lunchtime (12.30pm). They are $2.50 for a
cup. Kids will be encouraged to wash their cup out and bring it back each week this term!
They delicious ice-creams are made with PURE FRUIT, including organic berries and
organic bananas (if organic bananas are unavailable, we get spray -free).
Any questions please get in touch with Zoe Hemsted 0427 737 778, zmhemsted@aapt.net.au
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________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
_________________________________________________________________________________
THE GRAMMAR OF LOVE

THE YOUNG CHILD
Rudolf Steiner College
The Young Child: working with children from pre-birth to three
The Young Child is an ongoing exploration of the time from pre-birth to three years. This
year we are not running a course but are continuing the work in the following way.
Anyone is welcome.
Research Group
Monthly, last Friday of the month. Location: Alternating between the hills and the valley.
Term One- February 24th 6.30, 41A Baal Street, Palmyra. March 31st, 6.30 pm, venue to be announced. Focus
SLEEP. The study of sleep is being undertaken internationally and we are researching alongside this project. Cost:
None.

THE YOUNG CHILD GATHERING SPACE
This is an open group aimed at new or expectant parents, those working with the education and care of the very young
child...and anyone who is interested! These gathering times will be held each term on a Saturday morning with the
aim of exploring and exchanging ideas and knowledge around issues from pre-birth to 3 years. The time will include
introductory information sharing with Rose Hughes and Jenny Hill, discussions and a linked craft activity.
Term One. PLAY Saturday March 11th. 9 until 12pm. The Playgroup Room, PWS, Gwilliam Drive
Cost: None

MAGGIE DENT
Parkerville Primary School will be hosting Maggie Dent – “Real Kids in an Unreal World” on Monday 20 February
2017 at Mt Helena Recreation Centre. Tickets are on sale now - $30.00 each.
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Courses/Workshops/Events continued...

THE KINDERGARTEN CHILD
Rudolf Steiner College, The Kindergarten Child
Term One: Saturday Workshop, EASTER. A deep inner festival. A seasonal festival connected to the rhythms of nature.
A cultural festival celebrated across time. The most important celebration of the year. Come and
find out why and how to celebrate it with young children. A lecture by Fiona McVey. Exploration
in movement in eurythmy with Kristina Hamilton. The mood of Easter in colour. Saturday March
18th. 9.30 am - 3.00pm The Star Room. Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive. Cost $80. Enquiries
contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au 0432 735 744. Book online at
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au Term 2, 3 and 4 Saturday workshops will be devoted to
puppetry. More information soon.

THE TEACHER AS A HEALING FORECE
July Five Day Intensive: The Teacher as a Healing Force with Louise de Forest
In this intensive the renowned Steiner educator Louise de Forest will lead you into the heart of Steiner Education where
the deepest healing forces of our time are found. Louise will show how teachers (as well as parents and caregivers)
can create sanctuaries of health in community. In this rejuvenating week you will explore the inner and outer practices
that meet the real needs and pre-birth intentions of the young child today. July 10th to July 14th. 9.00am - 3.30pm,
Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive. Cost $620. Enquiries contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au, book online at
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.
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Classifieds continued...

Lovliers Tennis Caching for Children age 3 – 16
08 9295 0209
www.lovlierstennis.com.au
lovliers@bigpond.com
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Calendar
Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2017
Term 1

Monday

Tuesday

Week 1

30TH Jan

31st Jan

Wednesda
y
st
1 Feb

Pupil Free
Day

Pupil Free
Day

First Day of
School

6th Feb

7th Feb

Week 2

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

2nd Feb

3rd Feb

4th Feb

5th Feb

8th Feb

9th Feb

10th Feb

11th Feb

12th Feb

15th Feb

16th Feb

17th Feb

18th Feb
Board
Meeting
STSS

19th Feb

25th Feb

26th Feb

4th March

5th March

Class 6
Parent
Meeting
6:30pm

Week 3

13th Feb

14th Feb

Class 1
Parent
Evening
7.30pm

Week 4

Week 5

20th Feb

27th Feb

School Tour
9:30am –
11:00am

21st Feb

28th Feb

22nd Feb

23rd Feb

24th Feb

Class 4
Camp

Class 4
Camp

Class 4
Camp

1st March

2nd March

3rd March
Mid-term
Break

Week 6

6th March

7th March

8th March

9th March

10th March

11th March

12th March

14th March

15th March

16th March

17th March

18th March
Board
Meeting
STSS

19th March

24th March

25th March

26th March

Mid-term
Break

Week 7

13th March

School Tour
9:30am –
11:00am

Week 8

20th March
Class 6
Camp

21st March

22nd
March

Class 6
Camp

Class 6
Camp

23rd March
Class 6
Camp
Early
Childhood
Autumn
Festival

Week 9

27th March

28th March

29th March

30th March

31st March

1st April

2nd April

Week
10

3rd April

4th April

5th April

6th April

7th April

8th April

9th April
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April
2017. Term 2 commences on
Wednesday 26th April

Page 13

