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News for the Silver Tree Steiner School 

Community 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
I recently read an article on parenting that recommends some very useful 
suggestions that influence children’s ‘thinking life’ at home as they spend more 
time there than at school. Learning is natural and has no boundaries and can 
happen anywhere. Take advantage of your role modelling at home and take an 
interest in your child’s experiences to instil the desire to learn and the ability to 
think for themselves and build their resilience. Here are a few things to keep in 
mind for their time at home. 
Spaces for doing and thinking: Look at your home through the eyes of a child 
and his or her learning needs. Do you have spaces that invite your child to 
explore, create and think? Do you have a quiet place for reading and drawing? 
Do you have a space for kids to be creative and messy? Do you have a place for 
noise or music? Do you have a space for kids to be tactile with plenty of textures 
(this can be outside or inside)? 
Use of Electronic Media: Electronic media are believed by Steiner education to 
seriously hamper the development of the child’s imagination - a faculty that is 
believed to be central to the healthy development of the individual. The 
watching of television and use of computers by our children is discouraged, we 
want them to experience their childhood.  
Materials: Look at the materials available that can stimulate the senses of a child. 
These include art materials, books, costumes and masks, sketch pads, 
construction materials, puzzles and games. Take a minimalist approach. That is, 
the more bells and whistles that a toy has the less opportunity a child has to be 
creative with it. Kids don’t need much to be creative. 
Teachable Moments: Be on the lookout for teachable moments. These are the 
opportunities to explain, question and prompt exploration with your child. 
Looking at insect wings, ants walking   in a line or moths flying around the lights 
can provide teachable moments as long as you are led by your child and don’t 
get too heavy handed with the ‘lessons’ learned. Sometimes the experience is 
enough. 
Many of the underlying principles of Steiner education can be cultivated in the 
development of ‘thinking life’ at home. Storytelling, reverence for meal-times, 
establishing rhythm and routine into each day and season can all serve as a 
means to healthy living in a child’s home. The children’s ability to think openly 
about their world starts with their own environment. It involves a mixture of 
free, open exploration on their own and interactions with adults that stimulate 
discussions and prompt them to explore new ideas and think. It is these types of 
experiences that can foster in children a love of learning and thinking that can 
help them succeed at school and beyond. 
“Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings, who are able 
of themselves to impart purpose and meaning to their lives.” 
Rudolf Steiner 
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth. 
Mark Panaia, Administrator 
 
 

 
Class 2 Parent Night  
Thursday 16th February 2017 
 
STSS Board Meeting 
18th February 2017 
 
Class 4 Camp  
Wednesday 22nd – Friday 24th 
February 2017 
 
Mid-term Break 
Friday 3rd – Monday 6rd March 2017  
 
Class 6 Camp 
Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd March 
2017 
 
Early Childhood Autumn Festival 
23rd March 2017 
 
School Holidays  
Monday 10th – 21st April 2017 
 
Term 2 Commencement     
Wednesday 26th April 2017 
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_________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Something new is mounting, growing. 
Deep within me, outward surging. 

Seed is ripening, sap is flowing; 
Power streaming, light emerging. 

 
Fire-spirits sparkle round me, warmth and will-bestowing: 

“Sing our fiery song of summer strength!” I hear them urging.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

PHOTOS FROM THE SCHOOL  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
SCHOOL CARPARK 
A reminder to Parents and Guardians that parking bays within the school are marked in white. The yellow bays are 
pick up or drop off only and parents should not leave their cars if parked in this zone.  For the safety of your child and 
other children, please refrain from parking or dropping off on the turning circle. All children should be entering the 
school via the front gate or the gate situated at the drop off zone.  The speed limit whilst within school property is 10 
km/h. The top car parking area is for teachers and staff only. If there is an overflow in the carpark area the bottom 
paddock can be used. It is a matter of safety for our children that everyone abides by these simple rules. If someone 
other than the Parent or Guardian is to pick up children, please make them aware of the rules. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DENTAL VAN  
Letters have been sent home today, inviting new students and Kindergarten children to register and attend the dental 
service.  Should you wish to register, please complete the forms and return to the office over the next week. 
 
Phone: 0407 594 254 (no SMS), DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au Hours: 8.00am-4.00pm Monday-Friday 
(unless closed for a meeting). 
 

ABSENTEES 
A reminder to Parents and Guardians that written notification is required for all absences from school. Thank you for 
your cooperation in this regard.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLES  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Published on January 22, 2017 
 
We don’t need to teach our kids to code, we need to teach them how to dream 
Life is becoming increasingly less predictable. From the political volatility of Donald Trump and Brexit to the vast 
societal changes of globalisation, drastic, seismic change is in the air. 
While unpredictability is already problematic for many, for future generations there are no signs of things calming. If 
we accept that the role of education is to furnish our children with the best understanding, skills and values for a 
prosperous and happy life, then how do we arm them for a future that we can’t imagine? Do we even need knowledge 
in a world of Alexa and Siri? Is the skill of agility now more valuable than the gaining of knowledge? 
We’ve prioritised the acquisition of knowledge around what we assume society would deem most “worthy”. For much 
of history, knowledge was rooted in theology: it was about explaining the world in a supernatural way, seeing goodness 
as a tenet. The industrial revolution saw a vast shift away from this to a way of maximising return on investment in a  

mailto:DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
http://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/topic/donald-trump-topic
http://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/topic/brexit
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Articles continued... 

production-centric environment. In recent years, we have considered maths, reading, and writing as the basic building 
blocks for survival; the best levers for our labour to produce value. 
 
This value has, however, eroded over the years. Businesses have complained about the poor skills of school-leavers, 
and we’ve assumed the way forward is to ensure that more people study for longer. I think that the changing world 
means that we need to prepare kids in a totally different way. A 5-year-old today will enter a working world in 2030 
that is so incomprehensible that we need an existential re-imagination of the very foundation of education. It’s the 
clichéd hope of the paranoid parent that teaching Chinese will best prepare kids for a future of different power 
structures in geopolitics, but is that essential in a world of Google translate? Many thinking teaching kids to code is the 
solution, but won’t soon software be written by software? Our vision for the future needs to include more imagination. 
It’s staggering to me as to how much the world has changed, and how little education has. The digital age means a 
different world. 
 
Think of people’s mental faculties as a set of concentric circles. At the core is the very essence of who we are: our 
values, how we think, what’s important to us, our personality and our behaviours. Over this layer, our skills are formed. 
Are we adaptable? Can we build relationships? Are we fast learning, good at music, great at languages, can we see 
things from different points of view? Around this we form technical abilities: the gathering of facts, vocabulary, and 
the processes of life. 
 
Current schooling seems outward-in. We prioritise knowledge above all else. It is tested in exams. The best in school 
are those who can most easily recall information. Which was pretty helpful until like now, where information is 
immediate, everywhere and abundant. In a world of Fake news, being able to form opinions, criticise, evaluate, and 
see both sides of the story are far more vital than merely knowing things, absorbing stuff and parlaying it back 
robotically. 
 
For kids growing up today, let alone tomorrow, we’re living in a world where we outsource knowledge and skills to the 
Internet. I’m not saying that it’s a waste of time to have good handwriting when we’re more likely to be interacting 
with voices and keyboards, but I’m not sure that it’s a priority to be perfect at it. 
Kids will struggle to communicate if they can’t spell at all, but when spell-checkers auto translate and software handles 
voice-to-text, maybe it’s not something to take up much time. Maths and the logic from it is essential, but perhaps we 
need to think of it more philosophically. 
 
These are things to question, rather than easy changes to make. The future is less about what to remove, but rather 
what to refocus on. I believe that there are five key attributes to develop, these are values at the core of who we 
are. This is an inside out approach to developing robust, happy, balanced people fit to embrace the modern age. 
 
Relationships 
The reality of the modern working world will, for many, exist not as an employee, but as a creator of value through 
relationships. I don’t need to know how to code or shoot in 360 degrees or big rights to music, but I do need to know 
the very best people who can. Education for the future needs to focus on ways to ensure people can build lasting, 
trusted, human relationships. The current environment where text messaging replaces phone calls, where emails 
replace meetings, where a generation stare nonchalantly and lonelily into phones needs to be curtailed by a focus on 
relationships. We need to learn how to listen, how to converse again. 
 
Curiosity 
When smartphones access everything, what limits our knowledge and depth of thought is curiosity. It fuels our interest 
and forms the need for relationships with experts. If there is one attribute that we are born with and yet dies as we 
mature, then it’s our innate human thirst to know more. We must embrace this. 
 
Agility 
We can’t begin to imagine a career in 2020, let alone 2030. We’ve no idea what skills will be needed, what jobs will 
exist, it’s a bold person who thinks that life will be slower. We’re all going to have to get better at being more malleable 
and adept at change. It’s not beyond the realms of imagination that even a 25 year old today may have 30 different 
jobs in several different careers in their life. They may earn money from 10 companies at the same time. We need to 
get better at this flexibility. 
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Articles continued... 

Creativity 
Each and every one of us is born curious and creative. Schooling, friends, and “proper jobs” somewhat dilutes that. We 
can make anything, but it’s imagination that drives everything. The greatest lever of value that we’ve ever known is 
the power of an idea. We need to give paramount importance to creativity and ideas in the future. 
Empathy 
We need to know what it’s like to be different, how to relate to each other, and how to exceed the expectations, hopes 
and ambitions of others. In a world more divided and polarised than ever, we need to build bridges and commonalities. 
Empathy is our tool to do so. 
If we foster creativity, fuel curiosity and help people relate via relationships and empathy, then we empower kids to 
be totally self-reliant. They will be agile: adaptable to change in a world that we can’t yet foresee. 
The reality of the modern age is that I learned more in one year of a well-curated Twitter feed than in my entire 
master’s degree. I have better relationships from LinkedIn than from university. 
We don’t need to change everything now, but we do need to start forgetting the assumptions that we have made. The 
future is more uncertain than ever, but we need to make our kids as balanced, agile, and as self-reliant as ever in order 
to thrive in it.  https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/we-dont-need-teach-our-kids-code-them-how-dream-tom-goodwin 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

  

       
  

Applications are invited for the position of: 
SCHOOL RECEPTIONIST 

 
The School is seeking a Receptionist to look after the school office from Monday to Friday.  The duties 
entail managing the school’s information system, collating the school newsletter, assisting with first 
aid to students and providing administrative support.  You will also oversee the bookings for Mothers 
Group, Playgroup and Kindy Care.  
   
This position would suit someone looking for a busy and varied role.  In order to be successful in this 
position, you will need to demonstrate previous experience in a receptionist or administration role.  You 
will have intermediate computer skills, demonstrated strong organisational skills and highly developed 
communication skills with parents, teachers and children. A high degree of self-motivation and initiative 
is essential with the ability to organise your workload.  This position is Monday to Friday 8.00am – 
4.00pm.  
 
Applicants must submit curriculum vitae, including the names and contact numbers of three referees, 
one of whom must be the current employer if applicable. A Police Clearance must be included and the 
ability to obtain a Working with Children Check. 

Applications close 22nd February 2017 
 

Applications should be addressed to the Administrator, Mr. Mark Panaia and should be marked ‘Confidential’ 
and mailed or emailed to the address below. 

695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081 
Phone:  9295 4787  

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/we-dont-need-teach-our-kids-code-them-how-dream-tom-goodwin
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

P&F NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CRAFT GROUP NEWS 
 

CRAFT WORKSHOP: 
This week we have a lovely Crystal Macramé Necklace workshop that requires a minimum 
number of people to go ahead, so please RSVP to Andrea as per below. 
 
We are delighted to have Tania from Rainbow Knots join us at Craft Group to teach the art of 
macramé.  Join us in the Acacia Playgroup room for a casual morning, as we learn to make a 
necklace.  The room is child and baby friendly and garden is enclosed (please bring your child’s 
hat).   Time: 9am-12.30pm 

Cost is $10.00 for one complete necklace. The fee includes tea and coffee.  This workshop will suit any skill level, all 
are welcome. Please RSVP to Andrea Trout, on 0413 852 410 or andreaanddylan@live.com.au 

 

BUSH DANCE  

 
To start off the year, it is a Silver Tree tradition to hold a Bush Dance. This is always lots of fun and a great way to 
socialise and celebrate the upcoming school year.  The Bush Dance will be held on Saturday 25th of February, 5pm-
7pm.   This year, the organising committee has decided to do things a little differently in the name of ease and less 
stress. We will be asking families and friends to bring their own picnic and the P&F will be providing free 
tea/coffee/lemonade and also $2 desserts.  Please see the fabulous posters (thank you Naomi Gunton, mother of Arya 
K5) for further details.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE YOUNG CHILD 

 
Rudolf Steiner College 
The Young Child: working with children from pre-birth to three 
 
The Young Child is an ongoing exploration of the time from pre-birth to three years. This 
year we are not running a course but are continuing the work in the following way. Anyone is 
welcome.  
 
Research Group 

Monthly, last Friday of the month. Location: Alternating between the hills and the valley. Term One- February 24th 
6.30, 41A Baal Street, Palmyra. March 31st, 6.30 pm,  venue to be announced. Focus SLEEP. The study of sleep is 
being undertaken internationally and we are researching alongside this project. Cost: None. 
 

THE YOUNG CHILD GATHERING SPACE 

 
This is an open group aimed at new or expectant parents, those working with the education and care of the very young 
child...and anyone who is interested!  These gathering times will be held each term on a Saturday morning with the 
aim of exploring and exchanging ideas and knowledge around issues from pre-birth to 3 years.  The time will include 
introductory information sharing with Rose Hughes and Jenny Hill, discussions and a linked craft activity.  
Term One. SLOW PARENTING: Saturday March 11th. 9 until 12pm. The Playgroup Room, PWS, Gwilliam Drive 
Cost: None 
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Courses/Workshops/Events continued... 

 

THE KINDERGARTEN CHILD  

 

Rudolf Steiner College, The Kindergarten Child 
Term One: Saturday Workshop, EASTER. A deep inner festival. A seasonal festival connected to the rhythms of nature.  

A cultural festival celebrated across time.  The most important celebration of the year. Come and 
find out why and how to celebrate it with young children.  A lecture by Fiona McVey. Exploration 
in movement in eurythmy with Kristina Hamilton. The mood of Easter in colour. Saturday March 
18th. 9.30 am - 3.00pm The Star Room. Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive.   Cost   $80. Enquiries 
contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au 0432 735 744. Book online at 
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au Term 2, 3 and 4 Saturday workshops will be devoted to 
puppetry.  More information soon. 
 

THE TEACHER AS A HEALING FORECE 

 

July Five Day Intensive: The Teacher as a Healing Force with Louise de Forest 
In this intensive the renowned Steiner educator Louise de Forest will lead you into the heart of Steiner Education where 
the deepest healing forces of our time are found. Louise will show how teachers (as well as parents and caregivers) 
can create sanctuaries of health in community. In this rejuvenating week you will explore the inner and outer practices 
that meet the real needs and pre-birth intentions of the young child today.  July 10th to July 14th. 9.00am - 3.30pm, 
Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive.  Cost $620. Enquiries contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au, book online at 
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au 
 

MAGGIE DENT 

 

Building Resilience and Self-Esteem in Today’s Children (10 Resilience Building Blocks) 
Children need to have certain basic experiences to build the competencies that will help them manage life 
— the good, the bad and the ugly. Popular Australian parenting author and educator Maggie Dent published 
her bestselling book, Real Kids in an Unreal World, to help guide parents in raising children who are happy, 
healthy, strong, kind and resilient. In this seminar, Maggie will explore her common-sense, practical model of 
10 building blocks for children birth-12. 
 
She will present practical, common-sense ideas and strategies to make small changes in your home or 
classroom/centre, which will make a big difference to your children’s cognitive, physical, psychological, 
emotional and social health later in life. 
 

Venue:      Mt Helena Recreation Centre, Keane St East, Mount Helena, WA 6082 
Date:         Monday, 20th February 2017 
Time:         7pm-9pm 
Cost:         $30 
Bookings:  Please book online at www.trybooking.com/239652 
Inquiries:   Julie Smith, P & C President 0411 489 829 
 
Tea, coffee and biscuits available for a gold coin donation. 

 
  

mailto:jennyhill@iinet.net.au
http://www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au/
mailto:jennyhill@iinet.net.au
http://www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au/
http://www.trybooking.com/239652
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_________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSIFIEDS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to 

the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement 

by Silver Tree Steiner School.  

 

 Lovliers Tennis Caching for Children age 3 – 16 
08 9295 0209 

www.lovlierstennis.com.au 
lovliers@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lovlierstennis.com.au/
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Classifieds continued... 
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2017 
Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 30TH Jan  31st Jan 1st Feb 2nd Feb 3rd Feb 4th Feb 5th Feb 

 
 
 
 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

First Day of 
School 

    

Week 2 6th Feb 7th Feb 8th Feb 9th Feb 10th Feb 11th Feb 12th Feb 

 
 
 
 

 Class 6 Parent 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

     

Week 3 13th Feb 14th Feb 15th Feb 16th Feb 17th Feb 18th Feb 19th Feb  

 
 
 
 

Class 1 Parent 
Evening 
7.30pm 

International 
Book Giving 

Day  

 Class 2 Parent 
Night 6pm 

School Tour 
9:30am – 
11:00am 

Board 
Meeting 

STSS 

 

Week 4 20th Feb 21st Feb 22nd Feb 23rd Feb 24th Feb 25th Feb 26th Feb 

 
 
 
 

  Class 4 Camp Class 4 Camp Class 4 Camp 
 

  

Week 5 27th Feb 28th Feb 1st March 2nd March 3rd March 4th March 5th March 

 
 
 
 

   PAD Meeting 
pm 

Mid-term 
Break 

  

Week 6 6th March 7th March 8th March 9th March 10th March 11th March 12th March 

 
 
 
 

Mid-term 
Break 

      

Week 7 13th March 14th March 15th March 16th March 17th March 18th March 19th March 

 
 
 
 

    School Tour 
9:30am – 
11:00am 

Board 
Meeting 

STSS 

 

Week 8 20th March 21st March 22nd March 23rd March 24th March 25th March 26th March 

 
 
 

Class 6 Camp  Class 6 Camp Class 6 Camp Class 6 Camp 
Early 

Childhood 
Autumn 
Festival  

   

Week 9 27th March 28th March 29th March 30th March 31st March 1st April 2nd April 

    
 
 

    

Week 10 3rd April 4th April 5th April 6th April 7th April 8th April 9th April 

      
 
 
 

  

    
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April 

2017. Term 2 commences on 
Wednesday 26th April 
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