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News for the Silver Tree Steiner School 

Community 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This is a notice to inform you that our school newsletter, Silver Leaves, will be 
sent home to families on a fortnightly basis from this week onwards. As always 
the newsletters will be available on the school website and emailed home, 
however, a hard copy will be sent home with the youngest child in your family 
on the second, fourth, sixth, eighth and tenth week of each term (that is, every 
even week in the term). As this week is week 4 of Term 1 a full Silver Leaves 
Newsletter will be emailed to you and printed copies will be sent home in week 
6. 
 
If you prefer to have your newsletter sent to you via email only, please let the 
front office know. Class teachers will still send home their own news to keep you 
informed on what is happening on a regular basis or as the teachers see fit. 
Important emails or reminders will also be sent directly home if information 
needs to get home on an odd week. 
 
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth. 
Mark Panaia 
Administrator 
 
 

 
Class 4 Camp  
Wednesday 22nd – Friday 24th 
February 2017 
 
Mid-term Break 
Friday 3rd – Monday 6rd March 2017  
 
Class 6 Camp 
Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd March 
2017 
 
Bushdance 
25th February 2017 
 
Early Childhood Autumn Festival 
23rd March 2017 
 
School Holidays  
Monday 10th – 21st April 2017 
 
Term 2 Commencement     
Wednesday 26th April 2017 

Contents 

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL                        2 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

Koorrdjenangin News                               2 

Gardening Lessons                              3 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 

Dental Van                                4 

School Tour                                                 4 

Lost Property                                5 

P&F NEWS 
Bush Dance                                     5 
Craft Group News                                      5 
Silver Blossoms                                          5 
 
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS          6
   
CLASSIFIEDS                                              7 
CALENDAR                                                 9                    
Bush Dance Flyer                                     10

      
  
    
 
 
  
   

  

    

 

 

   

                                    

      

mailto:welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au


Page 2 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The light rains down. My king, in this late-summer hour, 
You reign within my heart as well, the growing power. 

You shine with strength. You gleam and glisten. 
You lead me into depths where I, within silence learn to listen.  

 
And there you form life’s fruits, fruits good to eat,  

In weaving soul-light warm, where they grow ripe and rich and sweet.  
 

________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
KOORRDJENANGIN CLASS 6 NEWS 
Main Lesson: Astronomy - The Southern Cross, by Poppy Ritchie 
 
The Southern Cross is a very important and special constellation. Believe it or not, around 1000 BC the Crux (as it is 
called) could be seen in Ancient Greece as part of the constellation of Centaurus (a centaur is a half man, half horse 
creature). As Australians, the Southern Cross is particularly special, as it is on our flag and our $2 coin.  
 
The Noongar people call the Southern Cross ‘Mirrabooka’ and believe that four young women were told to fetch water 
from a river and instructed not to go near a sacred men’s water hole. It’s funny how when you’re told not to do 
something, you just do it anyway! The young women went to the sacred water hole and had a wonderful swim but the 
Elders found out and began chasing them with spears. As the young women ran in fright, a gust of wind picked them 
up and carried them into the sky, where they separated as they dodged spears and became the Southern Cross. 
 

                 
Buddy reading with our Pathfinder Buddies 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Playing indoor games with Alchemists                                         Astronomy-inspired art 
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News from the Classroom continued… 

 

GARDENING LESSONS  
Well, after an interesting start to the year, hot and humid one week, rainy and cold the next, we were finally blessed 
with a ripper of a day last week and what fun the students had in the school vege garden.   Newly created garden beds 
meant we could plant out tomatoes, lettuce, basil, beetroot and corn, plus turn the old potato bed over and plant out 
corn seedlings I’ve had growing at home since January.  Cucumbers and pumpkins planted over the holidays have gone 
great guns and the students can now observe them growing bigger each week, sometimes it seems right before our 
eyes! 
 
For those new to the school at Silver Tree, our primary curriculum ensures a 
period of time every week for all our primary aged students to participate in 
structured gardening lessons on a Friday.  This is a wonderfully rewarding time 
for the children to spend “breathing out” in this space, learning through 
observation, honing their “will” (especially with mulching and weeding) and 
collectively planting, tending & caring, harvesting and preparing all the garden 
beds for vegetables.  It is a joint effort with the entire garden the responsibility 
of everyone. 
 
How does gardening link in with cooking lessons at the school? 

Did you know that these vegetables are then incorporated into the 
students cooking lessons each fortnight and they students also learn how 
to prepare and store a glut of vegetables for later use?  
Already, the Alchemists in Class 4 have cooked with parsnips were planted 
by the Lightkeepers in Spring last year, with seed kept the year before.  
These were harvested this year by the Pathfinders in Class 3 and cooked 
by Alchemists along with broad beans planted by the Minstrels in Class 2 
and harvested by the Lightkeepers, shelled last year by the 
Koorrdjenangins, blanched and frozen in December of last year.  Chickpeas 
planted in the broad acre space as part of Alchemists farming and 
agriculture main lesson last year, were harvested 2 weeks ago and cooked 
into delicious hummus last week along with garlic harvest last year.    
 

What’s on the cards for this year? 
 
This year our major projects with the students will be to; 

 install a 5 bay “hot” compost system,  

 installation of extensive drip irrigation throughout the vege garden (Class 6 will be doing 
the majority of this) and  

 construction of new garden beds,  

 a greenhouse & shade house (for propagation, grafting and seed raising lessons),  

 worm tunnels,  

 composting 101,  

 lasagne bed construction,  

 planting out of <200 tube stock accrued through Shire of Mundaring Tree Canopy and Understorey Programme 
(T-CUP)  

 
Throughout all of this, the children will be watching, tending, working together, gaining their 
wheelbarrow, garden fork and hand tool licenses and generally having a good time if I’m doing 
my work properly! 
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News from the Classroom continued… 

 
Pathfinders have started preparing a plot of land in the vege garden as part 
of their farming and agriculture main lesson and we hope to be planting out 
oats in the next couple of weeks.  These will be tended and harvested by 
Pathfinders and then cooked into something scrumptious.  Fortunately our 
kindy’s have a manual oat roller, so they’ll be bringing some memories back 
of their kindy days rolling oats for their winter porridge!  Yum Yum! 
 
Parents, family and grandparent volunteers are WELCOME to the school 
gardening lessons each week at the following times. Please ring Fiona on 0488 151 669 to organise a time and please 
remember to sign in at reception first.  
 
08:30 – 09:15 Class 3 Pathfinders 
10:00 – 10:45 Class 5 Lightkeepers 
11:15 – 12:00 Class 2 Minstrels 
12:00 – 12:45 Class 4 Alchemists 
13:30 – 14:15 Class 6 Koorrdjenangin 
 
190 litre OLIVE BARRELLS FOR SALE! 
 
These guys are fantastic for container gardens and mobile wicking beds, food/stockfeed storage, gardening, greywater 
storage, rain water harvesting and hydro/aquaponics.  I will be placing an order 
for used olive barrels for myself and anyone else who wants them for an order 
to be placed Wednesday 1st of March and to be delivered to the school on 
Wednesday 8th March.  
 
190L Heavy Duty, recycled plastic olive drums. 
100% Food grade, previously used only for olive storage/imported. 
Airtight, seal tight, rodent proof and resilient to outdoor conditions. 
Height: 890mm 
Diameter: 590mm 
Lid Opening: 325mm 
 
Pricing for collective orders are: 
<20 barrels $30 each 
20 – 40 barrels $25 each 
>40 barrels $20 each 
Delivery is free at this stage.  Payments by cash only with order.  Please email me gardens@silvertree.wa.edu.au or 
ring 0488 151 669 if you want me to take an order for you.    

________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
THE DENTAL VAN  
Letters were sent home with new students last week, inviting new students and Kindergarten children to register and 
attend the dental service.  Should you wish to register, please complete the forms and return to the office over the 
next week. Phone: 0407 594 254 (no SMS), DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au Hours: 8.00am-4.00pm 
Monday-Friday (unless closed for a meeting). 

 

SCHOOL TOUR  
The next school tour will be held on Friday March 17, all welcome. Please contact Karolina to make a booking, on 9295 
4787, or enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au.  The tour runs from 9:30am – 11:00am with time for morning tea and 
questions afterwards.  
 

mailto:gardens@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
mailto:enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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News from the School continued… 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
A reminder to Parents and Caregivers to label all clothes and belongings.  Items of lost property are stored in the black 
box outside of the Office.  Small or valuable items are kept at Reception.  We have recently found a key and a wooden 
flute in the school grounds, please come to the office to collect if they belong to you.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

P&F NEWS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
BUSH DANCE  
To start off the year, it is a Silver Tree tradition to hold a Bush Dance. This is always lots of fun and a great way to 
socialise and celebrate the upcoming school year.  The Bush Dance will be held on Saturday 25th of February, 5pm-
7pm.   This year, the organising committee has decided to do things a little differently in the name of ease and less 
stress. We will be asking families and friends to bring their own picnic and the P&F will be providing free 
tea/coffee/lemonade and also $2 desserts.  Please see the fabulous posters (thank you Naomi Gunton, mother of Arya 
K5) for further details.  
 

CRAFT GROUP NEWS 
Everyone is welcome to join the Craft Group, which is operating 8:45am - 12:30pm on Fridays at 
Acacia Playgroup. Come along and join in the fun of learning new skills and getting creative. Bring 
your own project or join in on workshops over the term.  
 
We had a delightful time at Craft Group last week making crystal necklaces, I know some of you 
were wanting to make it and couldn't. But now we know what to do we can show you! Thanks 
Andrea for organising this with Rainbow Knots. 
 

This Friday we shall continue with our own projects, so bring 
something you have been meaning to finish or start!  
 
On Friday the 3rd of March we will be hosting a wet felting workshop. We will 
create small seasonal mats you can use for play or for your seasonal table. Beginner 
friendly! Please book, as there are only 10 places available.  RSVP to Debbie 041 
315 301.  
 
 

ICECREAMS  
Pure fruit ice-creams are served in the Gazebo every Wednesday at lunchtime (12.30pm), 
until the end of Term 1, children are welcome to purchase ice-creams in the Gazebo. The 
cost is $2.50 for a cup.  Children are encouraged to wash their cup out and bring it back 
each week.  If you are able to help with serving ice creams; please pop your name on the 
roster which is on the table on a Wednesday, or let me know if you can help - Zoe Hemsted 
0427 737 778. 
   

SILVER BLOSSOMS 

Thank you for your continued support in dropping off good quality second hand clothing and shoes to sell in the shop.  
We are currently seeking volunteers to help with maintenance of Silver Blossoms, including: 

- Someone to help clean once a week or once a fortnight to give it a vacuum, dust and general clean.  

- Handyman/woman to help fix the odd thing as needed 

- Shop keepers to help serve. This is a lovely way of meeting people and you get your coffee for free! Training is 

currently being done on a Wednesday and Thursday. 

 



Page 6 

 

P&F News continued… 

 

Please direct all enquiries to Crystal, Deb, Marijanna or Zoe. You are welcome to drop into the shop and have a chat 
to see what is involved.  Also, there are plenty of new school shirts in the shop and lots of new craft books.  Please pop 
in and have a look. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PINK STUMPS DAY 
Hello, my name is Lennon Brookes and I am in Class 6 with Anna. I play cricket for the Parkerville Junior Cricket Club - 
I have been playing with the club since I was six years old! I just wanted to let you all know about a fundraiser my team 
and I have organised for this Sunday. It is our Pink Stumps Day - a day where we raise money for the McGrath 

Foundation.  
The McGrath Foundation raises money to place breastcare nurses in communities 
around Australia, as well as increasing breast cancer awareness in young people.  I 
would love you all to come down on Sunday and enjoy a sausage sizzle, buy our 
special pink cakes and treats and pink McGrath merchandise will be available to 
purchase on the day. Fingers crossed the Perth Scorchers bus and the BBL trophy 
will also be there. And of course come along to watch a cracking game of 
cricket!  Parkerville U11s vs Swan Athletic U11s.  Please come along with your 
spare change, wear your best PINK gear and help us support a great cause!  
 
Sunday February 26th 
Parkerville Oval, Seaborne Rd 
8.30am -11.30am  
 
  
 
 

 

THE YOUNG CHILD 
Rudolf Steiner College 
The Young Child: working with children from pre-birth to three 
 
The Young Child is an ongoing exploration of the time from pre-birth to three years. This 
year we are not running a course but are continuing the work in the following way. Anyone is 
welcome.  
 
Research Group 

Monthly, last Friday of the month. Location: Alternating between the hills and the valley. Term One- February 24th 
6.30, 41A Baal Street, Palmyra. March 31st, 6.30 pm,  venue to be announced. Focus SLEEP. The study of sleep is 
being undertaken internationally and we are researching alongside this project. Cost: None. 
 

THE YOUNG CHILD GATHERING SPACE 
This is an open group aimed at new or expectant parents, those working with the education and care of the very young 
child...and anyone who is interested!  These gathering times will be held each term on a Saturday morning with the 
aim of exploring and exchanging ideas and knowledge around issues from pre-birth to 3 years.  The time will include 
introductory information sharing with Rose Hughes and Jenny Hill, discussions and a linked craft activity.  
Term One. SLOW PARENTING: Saturday March 11th. 9 until 12pm. The Playgroup Room, PWS, Gwilliam Drive 
Cost: None 
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Courses/Workshops/Events continued... 

 

THE KINDERGARTEN CHILD  

Rudolf Steiner College, The Kindergarten Child 
Term One: Saturday Workshop, EASTER. A deep inner festival. A seasonal festival connected to the rhythms of nature.  

A cultural festival celebrated across time.  The most important celebration of the year. Come and 
find out why and how to celebrate it with young children.  A lecture by Fiona McVey. Exploration 
in movement in eurythmy with Kristina Hamilton. The mood of Easter in colour. Saturday March 
18th. 9.30 am - 3.00pm The Star Room. Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive.   Cost   $80. Enquiries 
contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au 0432 735 744. Book online at 
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au Term 2, 3 and 4 Saturday workshops will be devoted to 
puppetry.  More information soon. 
 

THE TEACHER AS A HEALING FORECE 

July Five Day Intensive: The Teacher as a Healing Force with Louise de Forest 
In this intensive the renowned Steiner educator Louise de Forest will lead you into the heart of Steiner Education where 
the deepest healing forces of our time are found. Louise will show how teachers (as well as parents and caregivers) 
can create sanctuaries of health in community. In this rejuvenating week you will explore the inner and outer practices 
that meet the real needs and pre-birth intentions of the young child today.  July 10th to July 14th. 9.00am - 3.30pm, 
Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive.  Cost $620. Enquiries contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au, book online at 
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSIFIEDS 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to 

the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement 

by Silver Tree Steiner School.  

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jennyhill@iinet.net.au
http://www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au/
mailto:jennyhill@iinet.net.au
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Classifieds continued... 
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2017 
Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 30TH Jan  31st Jan 1st Feb 2nd Feb 3rd Feb 4th Feb 5th Feb 

 
 
 
 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

First Day of 
School 

    

Week 2 6th Feb 7th Feb 8th Feb 9th Feb 10th Feb 11th Feb 12th Feb 

 
 
 
 

 Class 6 Parent 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

     

Week 3 13th Feb 14th Feb 15th Feb 16th Feb 17th Feb 18th Feb 19th Feb  

 
 
 
 

Class 1 Parent 
Evening 
7.30pm 

International 
Book Giving 

Day  

 Class 2 Parent 
Night 6pm 

School Tour 
9:30am – 
11:00am 

Board 
Meeting 

STSS 

 

Week 4 20th Feb 21st Feb 22nd Feb 23rd Feb 24th Feb 25th Feb 26th Feb 

 
 
 
 

  Class 4 Camp Class 4 Camp Class 4 Camp 
 

Bushdance 
5-7pm 

 

 

Week 5 27th Feb 28th Feb 1st March 2nd March 3rd March 4th March 5th March 

 
 
 
 

   PAD Meeting 
pm 

Mid-term 
Break 

  

Week 6 6th March 7th March 8th March 9th March 10th March 11th March 12th March 

 
 
 
 

Mid-term 
Break 

      

Week 7 13th March 14th March 15th March 16th March 17th March 18th March 19th March 

 
 
 
 

    School Tour 
9:30am – 
11:00am 

Board 
Meeting 

STSS 

 

Week 8 20th March 21st March 22nd March 23rd March 24th March 25th March 26th March 

 
 
 

Class 6 Camp 
P&F Meeting  

8:45am  

Class 6 Camp Class 6 Camp Class 6 Camp 
Early 

Childhood 
Autumn 
Festival  

   

Week 9 27th March 28th March 29th March 30th March 31st March 1st April 2nd April 

    
 
 

    

Week 10 3rd April 4th April 5th April 6th April 7th April 8th April 9th April 

      
 
 
 

  

    
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Monday 10th April – Friday 21st April 

2017. Term 2 commences on 
Wednesday 26th April 
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