Wednesday 14th June 2017
Week 8, Edition 462
Massage in School Program Parent
Workshop
16th June, 2.30pm for Class 2 and 3
Parents only
Winter Festival - Kindergarten and
Playgroup
Thursday 22nd June
11:50am Parents and Children
12:30pm Early Close
5:00pm Arrive with Lanterns
(Friday 23rd June normal day for
Rainbows)
Winter Festival – Primary
Friday 23rd June
12:30pm Early Close
5:45 – 7:00pm Winter Festival

News for the Silver Tree Steiner
School Community
695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081. Phone: 08 9295 4787 ABN 48 417 551 865
School Email: welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au School Administrator’s email: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Bursar’s Email: bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au Community Development: community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
Enrolments: enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au

If a child is absent, please ensure an email of explanation is sent to the school.

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Next week we mark the Winter Solstice through our Winter Festival at school.
Since summer, the days have steadily shortened and nights have lengthened
making June 21st the shortest day of the year in the Southern Hemisphere.
Thereafter, for the rest of the winter season, the sun shines longer each day. The
Winter Festival marks that very special time when the darkening days halt, and
though the days will continue to have intensity with the cold mornings and rain,
the crystalline quality of the Sun’s radiant light will begin to again expand as our
daylight increases in duration and our nights begin to shorten.

School Holidays
Mon 3rd July – Fri 21st July Term 3
commences on Monday 24th July.
School Tour
Friday 4th August 2017, 9:30am –
11:00am (registration essential)

The Winter Solstice carries deep meaning in many human traditions. It is a time
when we turn inward away from the world. In the quiet, we have an opportunity
to contemplate and be more aware of our dreams and visions. In the Celtic
tradition, this time of year is also associated with rebirth, the dying of the old and
making way for the new.
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Our rain and growth seasons are Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn,
traditionally beginning on the first day of June, September, December and March
respectively. The Noongar culture has six seasons which are similarly marked by
a combination of rain and growth. Noongar people have traditionally hunted and
gathered food according to six seasons, these are Birak, Bunuru, Djeran, Makuru,
Djilba and Kambarang.
Each of the six seasons represents and explains the seasonal changes that occur
annually. The Noongar seasons can be long or short and are indicated by what is
happening and changing around us rather than by dates on a calendar. This sixseason calendar is extremely important to Noongar people, as it is a guide to
what nature is doing at every stage of the year, as well as understanding respect
for the land in relation to plant and animal fertility cycles and land and animal
preservation. At present, we are in Makuru season which indicates the coldest,
wettest and darkest time of the year, with frequent gales and storms, yet it is
regarded as the fertility season.
Despite darkness on the outside, this is the season when we can rekindle our
Inner Light. The Winter Festival celebrates the triumph of light over darkness, as
the sun begins to shine longer.

At Silver Tree, festivals are held to help children form meaningful connections with the rhythms of nature
through the seasons of the year. To join the seasonal moods of the year in a festive way, benefits the inner life
of the soul. There is joy in the anticipation, the preparation, the celebration itself and the memories. Some parts
of the world celebrate Christmas, some celebrate the Winter Solstice, some both, some neither; some celebrate
Hanukkah. In our Winter Festival, Thursday 22 June for Kindergarten and Friday 23 June for Primary, we
celebrate with an inward spiral into which we call the light and rejoice at its returning expanding growth. It
symbolises bringing to light our inner potential.
Winter Verse
Deep in the ground of the human soul,
Of victory assured,
The Spirit-Sun is living.
All through the winter of the inner life
The faithful heart divines it.
(Rudolf Steiner)

Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia, Administrator

_________________________________________________________________________________
CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
_________________________________________________________________________________
Within the darkness of the night
I long to be a light,
That seeds be planted, small but glowing,
Seeds of brightness which start growing…
Soon, in darkness round me, empty, void of light,
God’s Word resounds, and all things sparkle pur
And clear and bright.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
_________________________________________________________________________________
Early Childhood Winter Festival – 22nd June – Program
Spiral - 11.50 am. Please meet at your Kindergarten
 No afternoon Rainbow program and no Kindy Care. Have a wonderfully restful afternoon at home before the
Evening Proceedings.
Bonfire, Songs, Feast and Lantern Walk - 5pm in Gumnut
 Bring hot soup, cheese and bread sliced/cut ready to serve
 Bring a lantern for each person
 Bring a cup and spoon for each person
For further details please check the note/email sent home, and the Early Childhood Winter Festival Handbook booklet.
We look forward to seeing you there. Fingers crossed for perfect weather. The children are already looking forward
to next week with excitement. The reverence with which they stand and sing the Winter Songs is a wonder to behold.
They love it and their gestures are imbued with all the beauty and love that they can muster. We can help by also
doing so. Thank you for coming to learn them and sing them with us. We look forward to a resounding chorus next
week. Remember trousers, leggings and hair well tied back all week 19th – 22nd June please.
Puppet Shows being played and told by the
children. Beautiful storytelling, modelling
behavior,
group
interactions
and
communication, these times are wonderful to
see in the morning Kindy play.
Role playing mothers looking after their young
is always a firm favourite for the children in
Kindy.

Rainbow storytelling on a Friday morning after a week of
listening to the beautiful tale of “Lindelwa”, they took the
opportunity to find props and retell the story and songs in
their collaborative way.
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________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
_________________________________________________________________________________
KOORRDJENANGIN CLASS 6 NEWS - Australian History Projects
Three weeks ago, Anna gave us a project on a
famous Australian person, as part of our
Australian History Main Lesson. We were only
allowed to research this person using books
which meant we were not to use the internet.
This task proved difficult for a couple of people
in the class - and quite a few people hadn’t even
heard of the person they were researching! Take Kael’s project, for
example. He researched the life of Thomas Wills. Did you know that Thomas
Wills invented the sport of football? Maybe you have never even heard of
him too? Most of you I am sure, will have heard of James Cook and his
famous journeys, who Ruby researched. But have you heard of the botanist Joseph Banks, who travelled with James
Cook? That was who Millie researched. From Henry Lawson to Banjo Paterson who both wrote poetry, to Edith Cowan
and Sir John Forrest who both worked in politics. All these people played a part in Australia’s history, making our
country the amazing one it is today. All in all, the presentations were pretty awesome and we certainly enjoyed
listening and learning about these people’s lives! Written by Lennon Brookes and Kael Lottering.
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________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
________________________________________________________________________________
CALL OF WINTER
“Let us recall how the year’s course, in its regular sequence through Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter has a spiritual
content. How, in what appears outwardly during the year’s course, in Winter’s snow, Spring’s sprouting waxing life, in
Summer’s life of blossoming and Autumn’s life of ripening and fruiting; how in all this which discloses itself physically
to humankind, something spiritual is hidden, something spiritual sustains us.” – Rudolf Steiner, (Festivals and their
Meaning).
Reflecting on the above verse, we begin to feel the inward pull of winter as
nature expresses itself through the long dark nights and cool days. It may be a
little more of a struggle to get out the door in the morning, but evenings spent
by the fire are inviting and encouraging of warm soups, homely crafts and inner
reflection. Here in West Australia we certainly do not experience the extreme
cold of ‘winter’s snow’ but we still notice the cold and become conscious of
the draw inward that takes us on a journey of quiet contemplation. Listen to
the gentle call of this winter season and allow yourself to be nourished by the
spiritual food it freely offers.

PRIMARY WINTER FESTIVAL EVENING – 23rd June
School Day
To help with the activities at school we ask that all children please bring the
following:

Greenery for the spiral – please leave beside the school garden.

A beautiful red apple that can sit flat on the ground to hold a candle in the
spiral. The odd extra one would be helpful.

Class One / Minstrels – bread or buns to share.

Koorrdjenangins/Light Keepers/Alchemists/Pathfinders - a vegetarian soup
each.

Cup and spoon for soup.
School finishes at 12.30

Evening Festival
Don’t leave home without:
 Dressing warmly. This is a still festival, the night can feel very cold.
Children are walking close to burning candles so we ask that they
are dressed in warm fitting clothes. Flowing skirts or dresses are
not suitable.
Please ensure that children with long hair have it tied securely
back.
 Your lanterns and lighter/matches to light them.
 A chair to sit on. With increasing school numbers we no longer have
enough chairs to accommodate all parents and families. Limited
seating will be provided.
 A sense of inner excitement, anticipation and reverence.
Arrive 5:45: Children go directly to their classrooms. Parents will be directed to seating.
5:55: Children move with Class Teacher to be seated.
6:00: Welcome.
Spiral Walk
6:05: Class 6 Koordjenangins to bring the light.
Children walk the spiral from oldest in the school to youngest, followed by faculty, past students and parents. Given
the length and temperature of our Primary Winter Festival, you may choose to look into childcare for younger siblings
for the evening. If you take younger children into the spiral, please hold their hand or carry them and please allow
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them to wait until they are old enough to join the Primary School before they light a candle in the Primary Spiral.
Allowing them to light a candle now will detract from their experience later.
Lantern Walk
6:45: Parents will be asked to collect children from their youngest child’s class veranda. Older children will be
sent to youngest sibling. Light lanterns. Class 1 and family will move off on Lantern walk which will be led by a teacher.
We ask that all children walk the lantern walk with their families. Children will return to their class teachers around
the unlit fire. They will form an inner circle around the fire. Parents form outer circles.
Fire
7:00:
Fire lit by Koorrdjenangins / singing.
7:30:
End of Festival.
The festival is our gift to you on this dark winter’s evening. Please leave
the tidy up for the teachers, so that you may leave quietly and promptly
and take the reverence of the festival home with you. ENJOY.

FROM THE YURT
It is not always obvious why children visit the Yurt and spend time there,
as the needs of individual children range greatly. I see children who are extremely cerebral, yet trip over their feet as
soon as they move, those who are fleet of foot, highly co-ordinated and agile but have difficulty with the more
academic aspects of school life, to those who lie anywhere in between, in need of emotional or social support. This I
love, as it completely confuses the children, eliminating any negative connotations regarding spending time in The
Yurt. On one occasion, I did notice a child saying to another “Oh you have to go to Kaye, I don’t” with a slightly teasing
tone, that child was quickly called upon to visit the yurt!
Working with a child requires complete acceptance of that child. I believe it essential to build a strong relationship and
see the child for who they are, not what they are. This comes through my own observations and discussions with both
teachers and parents. I spend time in the classroom; watching how children sit, listen, respond, move, hold their
pencils, read, draw etc. I also find the playground an interesting place to further observe play, movement and social
interaction. Formal, standardised assessments are also implemented where necessary. Teachers give vital insight into
the many aspects of the child they observe, both in and out of the classroom. Further adding to the complex picture
of the child is information on their developmental history. This information is provided through a questionnaire
completed by the parents. Information from outside professionals such as doctors, speech pathologists, occupational
therapists, naturopaths, chiropractors, behavioural optometrists etc can also be gathered where relevant.
Over a few weeks this discussion, observation and gathering of information is drawn together to form a detailed picture
of the child. Through the indications of Rudolf Steiner and insights from Audrey McAllen’s Extra Lesson Program, I
work through a paradigm that sees the whole child catered for. Understanding that my task is to help balance the
child’s thinking (academic), feeling (emotional) and willing (action) so, as mentioned in my previous article, the child is
best able to reach their full potential. It is also important that modern research in child development and pedagogical
teaching techniques also be taken into consideration and blended consciously with wisdom from the past to create a
powerful well considered program.

CURTIN UNIVERSITY STUDY – EXHAUST FUMES
ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO GET TO AND FROM SCHOOL
School drop off and pick up times can be hectic and stressful - have you thought about
other ways to take your children to and from school? Visit www.yourmove.org.au website
for alternative ways to get to and from school. By reducing traffic and vehicle emissions
around school we can lower the vehicle emissions that our children breathe.
“I never realised how idling my car was affecting the health of my children. Now I am aware
I try to make sure to turn off my car and a couple of times a week I make sure to walk to
school with my girls. I sometimes forget but my girls are pretty good at reminding me these
days”. Emily, a mother of two primary aged students.
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News from the School Continued…

SCHOOL TOUR
The next school tour will be held on Friday 4th August, all welcome. Please contact Hayley to make a booking, on 9295
4787, or enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au. The tour runs from 9:30am – 11:00am with time for morning tea and
questions afterwards.

POSITION VACANT
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News from the School Continued…

ARTICLE - Kids Who Do Chores Are More Successful Adults
Want your kids to grow up to be successful? Make
them do chores. When they balk (and trust me: they
will probably balk), you can tell them that scientific
research supports you. It sounds great, and it's true-but there is a catch. (We'll get to that in a minute.)
For now, the science. In the Harvard Grant Study, the
longest running longitudinal study in history,
(spanning 75 years and counting--from 1938 to the
present), researchers identified two things that
people need in order to be happy and successful:
The first? Love. The second? Work ethic. And what's the best way to develop work ethic in young people? Based on
the experiences of the 724 high-achievers who were part of the study (including people like future-President Kennedy
and Ben Bradlee, the Watergate-era editor of The Washington Post) there's a consensus.
A "pitch-in" mindset - "[The study] found that professional success in life, which is what we want for our kids ... comes
from having done chores as a kid," says Julie Lythcott-Haims, in her TED talk. (Lythcott-Haims is the author of How to
Raise an Adult, and the former dean of freshman at Stanford University.) "The earlier you started, the better," LythcottHaims continued."[A] roll-up-your-sleeves- and-pitch-in mindset, a mindset that says, there's some unpleasant work,
someone's got to do it, it might as well be me ... that that's what gets you ahead in the workplace."
The catch - Okay, here's the drawback. It's that having your kids do chores doesn't necessarily wind up being less work
for you as a parent. My colleague Valerie Williams at Scary Mommy recently put it succinctly and memorably: "That's
cool, research lady. It really does make sense. But do you have any idea how much [stuff] we already have to beg our
kids to do any given day? I called today a victory because both of my kids brushed their teeth the first time I asked and
haven't killed each other yet on this, the fifth day of their week off from school. If I asked them to do chores, they'd
listen, but they'd whine. And they'd do a shoddy job. Ain't no momma got time for that noise... Have you seen the
results when a child sweeps the floor?" Yes, it's tougher than it seems at first glance. But--and here's an analogy I'll
probably never get to make again--it reminds me of my days writing about military counterinsurgency and the U.S.
occupation of Iraq. Sometimes, even if you could do a job perfectly, you have to let someone else do it just-barelypassably, if you want the other to person learn from the experience. It's the same principle whether we're talking
about U.S. soldiers training the Iraqi Army, or parents letting their kids empty the dishwasher. Because, as LythcottHaims told Tech Insider: "By making them do chores -- taking out the garbage, doing their own laundry -- they realize I
have to do the work of life in order to be part of life. It's not just about me and what I need in this moment." By Bill
Murphy Jr. Executive editor of operations, Some Spider, and founder, ProGhostwriters.com

________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE P&F
_________________________________________________________________________________
P&F NEWS
We will again offer Hot Chocolate this Wednesday afternoon as after-lunch treat at school.
Cost $2 per mug. Kindy size $1 (1/2 serve). Children are encouraged to bring their own mug
if they can.
Ingredients:
Regular- organic cow’s milk, organic cocoa, organic coconut sugar.
Coconut- organic coconut milk (Pure Harvest brand), organic cocoa.
The money raised from the hot chocolate sales and including the sales from the herbs will be
put aside for the Kindy Forts project.
The next P&F Meeting will be held Friday 23rd June, 9am at school. Parents are encouraged to bring along their
fundraising ideas new & old! We do need a minimum of 10 parents, please do try to come along.
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______________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
_________________________________________________________________________________
ACT-BELONG-COMMIT heARTLINES OPEN DAY




Saturday, June 17, 2017
10:00am 3:00pm
Midland Junction Arts Centre

Enjoy FREE events all day and browse through the inspiring exhibition of artwork from recent publications at our official
Act-Belong-Commit heARTlines Open Day! Sign up for workshops on the day or simply wander through Midland
Junction Arts Centre and take part in exciting ‘walk-in’ activities and exhibition tours.

THE TEACHER AS A HEALING FORCE
Five Day Intensive Workshop: The Teacher as a Healing
Force with Louise de Forest
You, as a parent, are your child’s first teacher. This week will
speak also to parents, grandparents and carers as well as to
teachers. Louise brings insights and practical suggestions which
help us to develop our own conscious caring and so enrich our
personal and home lives. Exploring our understanding
strengthens our intuition about our own children and
grandchildren. When: .July 10th to July 14th. 9.00am - 3.30pm.
Where: Perth Waldorf School, Gwilliam Drive, Bibra Lake. Cost:
$620. Enquiries contact Jenny Hill. jennyhill@iinet.net.au or
book online at www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au

WINTER PUPPETRY - STANDING PUPPETS
Rudolf Steiner College presents two workshops, one this term
and one in term three. The workshops will look at the art of
puppetry in the Steiner Kindergarten; exploring mood, colour,
gesture, textures, materials, archetypes and voice through
standing puppets and marionettes. Come and join us in an
experiential morning presented by our experienced Early
Childhood teachers and assistants. When: Saturday June 17th.
9.30 am - 12.00 pm. Where: The Rose Room. Perth Waldorf
School.
Cost: $40. Enquiries contact Jenny Hill
jennyhill@iinet.net.au 0432 735 744. Or book online at
www.rudolfsteinercollege.com.au

Page 9

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to
the school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement
by Silver Tree Steiner School.

our family of four is looking for a house to rent near
Silver Tree. Fenced, pet friendly, 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom around $350 per week. Phone or text Andrea
0413 852 410

BABY SITTING!
Do you need someone to supervise your
children while you attend appointments? Do
the shopping? Go out for dinner? As a Silver
Tree graduate I offer a quality childminding
service for $10 per hour. I still know how to
play! My name is Kate, I am 15 years old and I
can be contacted via Megan in Class One or
on 9572 5924 after 5pm on weekdays.

DRY SPLIT JARRAH FIREWOOD
FOR SALE
LOAD – 8ft x 5ft trailer x 2ft high
Contact: Mike 0475523491
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Classifieds Continued…
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar - Term 2, 2017
Term 2
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Monday
24th April
Pupil Free
Day
Staff PD
1st May

8th May
Class 3
Excursion

Tuesday
25th April
Anzac Day
Public Holiday

Wednesday
26th April
First day back
to school

Thursday
27th April

Friday
28th April

Saturday
29th April

Sunday
30th April

2nd May
Class 2 Parent
Night, 6.30pm

3rd May
Class 4 Parent
Night, 6pm

4th May
Class 3 Parent
Evening, 6pm

5th May

6th May

7th May

9th May

10th May
School Photo
Day

11th May

12th May
School Tour
9.30-11am

13th May

14th May
Mother’s Day

AGM 7pm

Class 1 Parent
Night 6.30pm

Class 6 Parent
Night 6:30pm

Week 4

15th May

16th May
Class 5 Parent
Night, 6pm

17th May

18th May
Class 4 Play
for Kindy
11.30

19th May
CANCELLED Class 4 Play
for Primary
School

20th May
Class 4
Matinee for
Parents
12:30pm

21st May

Week 5

22nd May

23rd May

24th May

25th May

26th May

27th May

28th May

Week 6

29th May
Protective
Behaviours
Workshop
7pm
5th June
WA Day P/H
Mid Term
Break
12th June

30th May

31st May

1st June

2nd June
Mid-Term
Break

3rd June

4th June

6th June

7th June
Class 5 Play

8th June
Class 5 Play

9th June
School Tour
Class 5 Play

10th June

11th June

13th June

14th June

15th June

16th June

17th June

18th June

24th June

25th June

1ST July

2nd July

Week 7

Week 8

Massage in
School Program
Parent Workshop
2.30pm for Class
2 and 3 Parents

Week 9

19th June

20th June

21st June

22nd June
Kindergarten and
Playgroup
11:50am for
Parents and
Children ,
12:30pm Early
Close, 5:00pm
Arrive with
Lanterns, (Friday
23rd June normal
day for
Rainbows)

Week 10

26th June

27th June

28th June

29th June

23rd June
Primary
Friday 23rd June
12:30pm Early
Close
5:45pm – 7pm
Winter Festival

30th June

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Mon 3rd July – Fri 21st July.
Term 3 commences on
Monday 24th July.
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