Term 3:
18th- 21st September – Light Keepers
Camp
21st September – Kindy Spring
Festival
11.15 Garland making
11.45 Blessing and morning tea
picnic
12.15 Spring Dances
12.30 HOME TIME FOR ALL
KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN

22nd September – Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 20th September 2017
Week 9, Edition 467

News for the Silver Tree Steiner
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If a child is absent, please ensure an email of explanation is sent to the school.
Term 4:

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Schools all over the country are currently beginning the annual process of
distributing student results for NAPLAN testing. Despite significant criticism
from many educators from all schooling sectors, the push for standardised
testing of children is continuously on education policy agendas. I recently
read a definition of what an Australian Steiner School considered student
achievement to be:

9th October – Pupil Free Day
10th October – First day of Term 4
21st October – Dad’s Bonfire Night
27th October – School Tour &
Curriculum Journey
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“Student achievement is continuous, multi-faceted and subtle and is only
meaningful when measured against individual capacity and within the
context of each individual student’s biography. We feel it is our duty to
consider student achievement in terms of the high ideals of our education,
our spiritual view of the human being and our consideration for the
developmental pathway of the child. A Steiner School is an
idealist/humanistic model of education as opposed to a materialist model
of education. We work to help unfold the child’s natural pre-existent
possibilities as opposed to simply purveying the facts, knowledge and skills
that will allow them to fit in to the existing social structure and culture. This
has a direct correlation to the variance in import placed upon measuring
achievement in a standardised way. Student achievement in a Steiner
School must be viewed in the light of the stated goals of the education i.e.
“Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings who are able
of themselves to impart purpose and direction to their lives. The need for
imagination, a sense of truth, and a feeling of responsibility —these three
forces are the very nerve of education.” So, to be a living and contemporary
embodiment of the spiritual, cultural, educational impulse of
anthroposophy that contributes towards social renewal in the world.
“Achievement” in the aspects of our education that support these aims is
not measurable in the traditional sense and to try to quantify them may be
counterproductive to both these stated goals. However, there are
continuous and ongoing manifestations of the things that cannot be
measurable that are visible and evident daily in our school.”
As far as I can see evidence in that last sentence which exist in our school
include but are not limited to:
 The beauty of Main Lesson books
 The students active and willing participation in the Class Plays and
Festivals
 Student participation in performances
 The students’ capacity and willingness to sing

Administrator Message continued…




The artwork in the school
The students’ capacity and willingness to engage with nature
The students’ healthy self-esteem and independence

The vertical (across year level) friendships that exist between students. Conventionally student achievement is
largely measured upon their success against standardised benchmarks in the areas of numeracy and literacy. We
acknowledge that young people may require to reach a certain standard of learning ad achievement in these areas
to work in the way they wish within the existing social context, and that there is a need to that end to ‘evidence’
their level of learning in these domains. Silver Tree has assessment and reporting systems to support and fulfil this
need.
The conventional methods our school uses to measure and report student achievement in the areas of numeracy
and literacy include:
 Ongoing teacher assessment and portfolio building –work samples, skills checklists,
 anecdotal records, rubrics, observations and reflections, skills and knowledge tests
 Annual assessment and record keeping of student achievement against the benchmarks
 indicated in the National Steiner Curriculum
 The opportunity to sit NAPLAN and other benchmark tests
However, we assert that these measures provide only a narrow view of what makes up a healthy and successful
human being and hold in constant, conscious focus that they are not the prime movers of our educational
approach. The only meaningful measures of success in our school are not short term. Much of what we do comes
to bear fruit later in the adult lives of our students. As such, we must have a long-range view of the success of our
educational methods and the achievement of our students.
We welcome Lesley Rosser to the staff of Silver Tree Steiner School. Lesley began as our School Receptionist last
Monday and is the mother of Jack in Class Two, they began their journey with us at the beginning of the year.
Lesley will be working in the front office on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, job sharing with Marilyn who
will be in the role on Thursdays and Fridays.
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

_________________________________________________________________________________
CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
_________________________________________________________________________________
The beauty of all things, radiant and fair,
How it pours through my heart; how it fills me with gladness!
In the people I meet this same beauty is there;
It reflects in their eyes, both in joy and in sadness.
And when our eyes sparkle or twinkle or shine,
When warm love is flowing in the way that we live,
Then the water of life in ourselves becomes wine,
And to God this can be the great gift that we give.
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_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
Why Waldorf Works: From a Neuroscientific Perspective
By Dr. Regalena “Reggie” Melrose
Why Waldorf works has more to do with how the brain develops and functions
optimally than Rudolf Steiner ever could have known. Sure the educator and
founder of Waldorf Education theorized convincingly about how children learn
best, but until MRIs and other sophisticated measures of the brain were
developed, we had no way to prove or disprove any of Steiner’s theories, not
with the kind of precision and accuracy we can now.
An overwhelming body of evidence from the last 20 years of neuroscientific
inquiry supports Steiner’s theories, including some of the most fundamental
foci of Waldorf Education. Three foci thrill me the most, both as a parent of a
Waldorf student and as an international speaker on the topic of learning, behavior, and the brain: holism, play, and
nature. An emphasis on all three is consistent with how the brain learns best: when the whole brain is engaged at any
given moment, when its foundational neural connections have been given ample time to develop, and when it is in an
optimally aroused state. Knowing how the brain develops is essential to understanding why these three foci are so
important to the success of any educational program.
Let us first learn some basic fundamentals of the brain.
First of all, it is “triune,” that is, it has three parts. More importantly, not all three parts are fully developed at birth as
we once believed. In fact, very little of a newborn’s brain is “online” and “ready to go.” When the brains of newborn
babies are observed with an MRI, the only part of the brain that is lit up or active is the most primal part – the brain
stem, sensing brain, or “animal brain,” as it is also called. (Small underdeveloped parts of the auditory and visual
cortices are the only exceptions.) This primal part of the brain is responsible for our experience of arousal and stress.
It kicks into high gear and mediates our fight or flight response when needed. I like to call it the “sensory brain” because
it only speaks the language of sensations, the only language that most consistently enables our survival. When we
encounter a bear in the woods, for example, our words will not save us, but our heightened senses do.
The second and third parts of our brain – the limbic, feeling brain and the neocortex or thinking brain, respectively –
only begin to develop after birth. This is critical new knowledge that provides a compelling answer to the long, highly
debated question of nature versus nurture. We now know that because we only have use of a very small part of our
brain at birth, the brain is literally sculpted by the experiences we have interacting with others in the environment. It
is not until 3 to 4 months of age, when the feeling brain has become activated by experience that newborns are able
to express more than just states of distress or contentment, as it does with only the sensory brain. At this somewhat
older age, babies can share a wide range of emotions, thereby giving us a more social baby.
The third part of the brain, the neocortex, thinking brain, begins to develop after the limbic, feeling brain. Indications
of this maturation include babbling between 6 and 9 months, a first word around the age of 1, and 2 to 3 words strung
together by the age of 2. Whereas sensations are the language of the sensory brain and feelings are the language of
the limbic brain, the neocortex speaks the language of words and mediates all of what most educators value. For
example, the neocortex mediates impulse control, the ability to plan ahead, to organize, and to understand that a
choice we make now may continue to have consequences later. Empathy for another is mediated by the neocortex, as
are our abilities to use ration, reason, and logic. We think and analyze with our neocortex, and of course, understand
and have use of both receptive and expressive verbal language. If you’ve heard about “right brain” versus “left brain”
functioning, it will make sense to you now that it is the neocortex that controls the functions of the left hemisphere
whereas the sensing and feeling parts of the brain control the functions of the right hemisphere. The brain operates
optimally when all its parts are equally developed, valued, and engaged. Why Waldorf works is because it does just
that.
Steiner’s approach to education was a holistic one. He recognized that our senses, feelings, and cognitions must all be
actively engaged at each stage of development in order for students to maintain, over the long term, a joy and love of
learning. Waldorf educators do not make the same mistake made by a number of other more traditional, conventional,
and mainstream models of education.
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Article continued…
Waldorf educators do not overvalue the development of the neocortex and left brain to the exclusion of the right
brain, that which senses and feels deeply. It does not focus at too young of an age, before the brain is ready, on purely
academic endeavors that attempt with rigor to engage a part of the brain that the child has little access to, the
underdeveloped neocortex. (The neocortex is not fully developed until we are in our mid- to late twenties!) Instead,
what Waldorf educators do successfully is involve and nourish the sensing, feeling parts of the brain, those easily
accessed by young children, so that essential foundational neural connections needed for later academic learning are
solidly laid.
Let me expand: You now know that the brain develops in a hierarchical fashion from more to less primitive, from the
animal to more uniquely human. What that means is that the healthy development of the more sophisticated
neocortex DEPENDS upon the healthy development of the feeling, limbic brain which DEPENDS upon the healthy
development of the sensory brain. The problem with today’s mainstream educational models is that they want the
brain to walk before it can crawl. Well, let’s be accurate: Most school systems today want children to RUN before they
can crawl. We encounter proud parents who say, “My child was walking at 9 months! She didn’t even need to crawl,
just up and went! Isn’t that terrific?” And what I want to say is, “No! No, that’s not terrific! Push her to the floor! Make
her crawl!” That might be an overzealous reaction, but it is grounded in sound knowledge that every single stage of
development is essential to the next, laying a neural foundation to support what is to come. Our children need ample
time and practice to “marinate in their mastery,” of one skill or another, at each and every juncture of their
development. This is not happening in enough schools across the country today, but it is happening at Waldorf.
The Importance of Play
Take the case of play. From the very beginning of a child’s educational career at a Waldorf school, he or she is supported
to play in a variety of different fashions and settings throughout the entire school day. Steiner knew that play is the
invaluable foundation for any kind of healthy, human growth, including academic progress. And let’s be clear about
what kind of play this is. It is what Dr. David Elkind calls “the purest form of play: the unstructured, [spontaneous], selfmotivated, imaginative, independent kind, where children initiate their own games and even invent their own rules.”
This kind of play, he warns us, is disappearing from our homes, schools, and neighborhoods at an alarming rate with
great cost to the health, well-being, and achievement of our children. Numerous studies have shown that play at every
stage of development improves IQ, social-emotional functioning, learning, and academic performance.
The findings of several studies conducted over a 4 year period found that spending one-third of the school day in
physical education, art, and music improved not only physical fitness, but attitudes toward learning, and test scores,
according to Dr. Elkind. Furthermore, when the performance of children who attended academic pre-schools was
compared to the performance of children who attended play-oriented preschools, the results showed no advantage
in reading and math achievement for the “academic children,” but did show that they had higher levels of test anxiety,
were less creative, and had more negative attitudes toward school than did the “play children.” This is precisely the
point we are missing in today’s achievement-driven culture. We have bought into a myth in education that “more
equals more.” A formula of more time spent on academics, starting earlier in development, with more homework, is
not increasing the output of our children. It’s decreasing it! Cutting time out for the arts, physical activity, and time in
nature, so our children can spend more time reading, writing, and doing arithmetic is not the answer. It is the culprit.
Our children are burning out and dropping out at catastrophic rates not just because more doesn’t equal more, but
also because it equals shutdown.
The brain functions its best only when in an optimum state of arousal.
Our children cannot attend, listen, process information, retain, or perform well when in an either under- or overaroused state. Overwhelm is what causes these states. When before the brain is ready children are exposed to and
required to participate in academics, media, technology, and organized play, such as team sports, the premature and
often prolonged stress they experience can eventually shut the system down. Teachers all over the United States and
Canada tell me they see “it” by the beginning of third grade. In far too many of their students, they say “the light has
gone out.” The joy, curiosity, and wonder that are essential to the learning process are already dulled by too much of
one thing and not another. Whereas the mainstream educational system today focuses almost exclusively on
academics, a mostly left brain function, Waldorf educators focus more on the whole brain, emphasizing the right
hemisphere at each stage of development. Steiner could only have observed and therefore hypothesized that this
keeps our children in the optimum zone of arousal where all of learning and adaptive behaviour are possible. With
current scientific findings, we now know he was right. Tapping into the sensory gifts of the right hemisphere provides
the “flow” necessary for the marathon of achievement, not just the sprint.
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Now that we’ve learned about the importance of holism and play to the learning process, let us consider the invaluable
role of nature. A given within education is the engagement of the left brain. Learning almost always involves a verbal,
analytical process. What is not a given, is the stimulation and expression of the right brain. The functions of the right
hemisphere of the brain have somehow been deemed less important to the achievement and ultimate success of our
children, at least “success” as most define it in the U. S. Our bodies are supported to move less, our minds to race
more. Cuts have been made not only to recess and physical education, but also to creative endeavours such as theatre,
music, and fine art, all of which make important contributions to the optimal functioning of the brain, achievement,
AND success no matter how you define it.
What does nature have to do with it?
A whole lot, according to the neuroscience: nothing stimulates and resonates with the right brain more powerfully,
and therefore, nothing keeps us in the optimum zone of arousal better than nature. Remember, the optimum zone of
arousal, when anxiety is neither too high nor too low, is the only physiological state within which all of learning and
adaptive behaviour is possible. Nature beautifully promotes that state. According to years of research recently
compiled by Dr. Eeva Karjalainen, natural green settings reduce stress, improve mood, reduce anger and aggression,
increase overall happiness, and even strengthen our immune system.
Nature is one critical antidote to the increases in stress, overwhelm, burnout, and dropout we are witnessing in the
educational system today. Lack of exposure to nature causes such a detrimental state to the brain, and is so pervasive
today we have a name for it: “Nature Deficit Disorder.” Dr. Karjalainen reports that “after stressful or concentrationdemanding situations,” we do not recover nearly as well in urban settings as we do in natural ones. When we
experience nature, our blood pressure, heart rate, muscle tension, and level of stress hormones all decrease faster
than when we are in urban settings. In children in particular, we know that ADHD symptoms are reduced when they
are given the opportunity to play in green settings.
As a mother myself, I can’t imagine a parent on earth that doesn’t want all of these benefits and more for their children.
I can’t imagine that once parents and educators know the research findings pointing the way to optimal brain
functioning, that any of us would ever agree to the kind of educational system we have now. The alternative of Waldorf
exists, and I am grateful. I urge every parent to learn more about it and strongly consider it for their children. I am also
aware, however, that not every parent has access to a Waldorf school for financial, geographical, or other reasons.
For those parents and all of us really, I have an additional urging, that we vote, petition, write letters, make calls, and
fight however we can to ensure that the reform about to take place in the current educational system be founded on
the invaluable neuroscientific findings of the last 20 years. We must demand changes that are backed by sound science,
based on how we know the brain works best, not just in the short-term, but for all the years to come.
Dr. Regalena “Reggie” Melrose is a licensed clinical and credentialed school psychologist with nearly 20 years
experience working with children and adolescents in schools, clinical settings, and private practice. She is the author of
several books including, “You Can Heal Your Child: A Guide for Parents of Misdiagnosed, Stressed, Traumatized, and
Otherwise Misunderstood Children,” and the groundbreaking, “Why Students Underachieve: What Educators and
Parents Can Do about It.” Dr. Melrose is an international speaker on the effects of stress and trauma on the brain,
learning, and behavior and maintains a private practice healing the effects of stress and trauma in children,
adolescents, and adults, in Long Beach, CA. www.drmelrose.com.

________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
________________________________________________________________________________
Please join us to celebrate our Spring Festival on Thursday 21st September at 11.15a.m. in
your child’s Kindergarten. Playgroup families are welcome to come to any kindergarten
and join in. Please bring a picnic morning tea for your family and a bunch of small flowers
if you have them in your garden for garland making, smiling faces and singing voices.
11.15 Garland making
11.45 Blessing and morning tea picnic
12.15 Spring Dances
12.30 HOME TIME FOR ALL KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN*
*No Rainbow afternoon and No Kindy care. This is the end of term for all children.
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Early Childhood Chatter continued…
Spring really has sprung. The days are warmer and the
wildflowers are blooming everywhere we look. Weeds
are growing everywhere too, and some of the seeds
we planted have survived the assault of the
bandicoots. Butterflies are sometimes to be seen
flying around the flowers in our gardens which are
now a mass of yellow, pink and purple flowers.

“Oh how lovely is the springtime, is the springtime,
All the flowers are sweetly blooming, sweetly blooming
Daisies, wildflowers, eucalypts.”

A big thank you to GEMS and the school for the new
trees and shrubs that have been planted in the kindy gardens. The children had a wonderful morning watching the
huge hole being dug for a fruit tree and helping to plant the tree. Thank you so much Fiona. When the children can be
involved like this it inspires them to help care beautifully for these new treasured trees through the summer months
to come.
We are pruning like mad too, as we prepare the gardens for the fire season. The shrubs have to be trimmed back to
the right height and flammable material moved further from the buildings. As we work in our gardens we aim to be
purposeful and often the children will join us and help with watering and gathering (and scattering) the prunings.
School returns on Tuesday, 10th October. We wish you all a wonderful and safe holiday with plenty of rest time in
between the many activities that Spring has to offer.
Blessings from all the Kindergarten teachers.

________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
________________________________________________________________________________
CLASS 2 - MINSTRELS
The Minstrels have had another wonderfully busy term which began with their play, The
Miracle of the Roses, based upon the life of thirteenth century woman, Saint Elizabeth of
Hungary. The children battled illnesses and wet weather to bring Elizabeth’s courage and
kindness to life, transforming our little Classroom into a stage!
Parents sawed, painted and sewed, and Alison made a cellophane stained-glass window
that looked so beautiful. We raised a monumental $316.60 from the sale of treats for the
P & F across two performances!

After the play, we moved into the world of the Wizard of the Square City where the
children learned about number patterns, including square numbers. The
Koorrdjenangin class came down the path to teach us how to sing the Square Number
Song, which was lots of fun.

We have been making a class blanket out of knitted squares to pop on anyone feeling a bit
unwell and have been assembling it in the square number pattern, much to the delight and
amazement of the children. I have never seen them knit so quickly!
I can’t believe another term is almost gone…
Blessings, Katie
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News from the classroom continued…

CLASS 4 – ALCHEMISTS’ NEWS
Hi all,
I have returned from the land of bed (Long Service Leave) and feel well rested and raring to go. How many more weeks
until the holidays? The Alchemists have delved into the land of animals. We’ve discovered the secrets of the cuttlefish,
the cheeky octopus, the amazing oyster, the slow and steady snail, the endearing seal, the skittish mouse, the mighty
gentle elephant, and my personal favourite – the dog.
I wish this main lesson could go on and on. I love learning about all the different animals and there are just too many
to study – how does one choose? Enter the animal project!
The Alchemists were given the opportunity to research an animal of their choice (although I did set a few provisos).
What a great range there was. We had the jaguar, the pygmy hippo, the quokka, Komodo dragon, giant anteater,
wedge-tailed eagle, common blow fish, loggerhead turtle, snowy owl, lynx, sun bear, bobtail lizard, panda, barking owl,
meerkat, kiwi, aye-aye, pig, arctic woolly-bear caterpillar, and our very own echidna! I’m sure you’ll agree, quite an
eclectic list.

As part of this main lesson the children got to venture out to Kanyana Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in Lesmurdie, as
well as enjoy a visit from Yvonne, who brought in some beautiful birds, including a (not so) small wedge-tailed eagle.

The projects were a great success and incorporated a written element (300-word essay and a poem), a drawing, a
model and an oral presentation. Each Alchemist did extremely well and I’d like to congratulate the whole class for
doing such a wonderful job. What always amazes me is the confidence these children have – how does that happen?
I never had that as a child and am always in awe of how easily and naturally the children come forward and just do
what they need to do.
The giant anteater’s poem
By Jacob

Meerkats
By Mikayla

“Why, oh why don’t I have any teeth?
And coarse, straw-like fur, not smooth and sleek?
I shuffle along, my head to the ground,
Sniffing for ants’ nests that may be found.
With my super SOS (sense of smell),
Meat hooks for claws and a long, wormy tongue,
Ants don’t stand a chance when I am around!”

Meerkats eat snails and slugs,
They also like birds and bugs.
They live in a hole in the ground,
They look for danger to be found.
They like to dig, they like to play,
They run about and look out for prey.
They live in a mob, together as one,
Meerkats are cute, furry and fun!
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News from the classroom continued…
The pig named Bert
By Griffin
There once was a pig named Bert,
Who loved to roll in the dirt.
He lived in a pen,
With his family and friends,
And his owners lived in a yurt!
One day Bert tried to escape,
But his timing was rather late.
He turned to his wife,
Said “goodbye”, and then,
He ran out of the gate.
Bert’s belly it started to ache,
When he saw a lady with cake.
He tapped on her door,
And said, “please feed the poor,”
And his lower lip started to shake!
The lady invited him in,
And scratched him under the chin.
She fed him some cake,
So his belly didn’t ache,
Then he felt warm and fuzzy within!

If you get the chance, come in and have a look at their models and in the meantime, I hope you’ve enjoyed the photos
and a couple of examples of their poems.
Enjoy,
Yvette

________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
________________________________________________________________________________
STUDENT ABSENTEE NOTIFICATIONS - Reminder
A friendly reminder from the office to please contact the school via email or telephone to advise if your child is ill or
will not be attending school. It is a requirement from the Educational Department that all absent students must be
accounted for. If your child will be away for a couple of days, please send a note for the duration of their absence or
an email every day if you are unsure. Your support in meeting this requirement would be greatly appreciated.

LOST PROPERTY
We’re approaching the end of Term 3 and have amassed a fair bit of lost property in the box outside the office. Please
pop past and reclaim any lost items, there are jumpers, shoes, socks and water bottles in there and a lovely watch
which has been handed in to the office. If the watch belongs to you, just let us know what colour it is and we will return
it. All unclaimed clothing/items will be recycled or dropped in to the Salvation Army over the holidays.
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News from the school continued…

INDIGENOUS LITERACY DAY / BOOK WEEK
Silver Tree Steiner School held their annual Book Day on Wednesday,
16 September 2017.
Thank you to all for making this a remarkably fun day – we hope your
children enjoyed dressing up and seeing all the wonderful characters
brought to life throughout the school.

SCHOOL TOUR – FRIDAY 27th OCTOBER
The next school tour will be held on Friday 27th October, all welcome. Please contact Hayley to make a booking, on
9295 4787, or enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au. The tour runs from 9:30am – 11:00am with time for morning tea and
questions afterwards.

FIREWOOD RAFFLE FUNDRAISER - WINNER
Well done and thank you to all the Light Keepers who did their
best to sell as many raffle tickets as possible to raise money for
their upcoming class camp.
The total silence as Ned plunged his hand into the bowl and drew
out a ticket, was closely followed by shouts of disbelief and joy as
Anne-Marie read out the name on the winning ticket – herself!
Lucky Anne Marie McShannon is now the proud owner of a trailer
load of dry, split, jarrah firewood.
Once again, a crackling, heart-warming thank you to Mike Tutty
who generously donated the firewood.
Call Mike for your firewood needs 0475 523 491

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE P&F
_________________________________________________________________________________
WALDORF DOLL MAKING / CRAFT
Waldorf doll making will continue in Term 4 as we had some days lost this term.
Normal craft will resume in week 3 of Term 4.
We are having so much fun we just don't want it to end!
They are all looking beautiful.
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News from the P&F continued…

THURSDAY MARKETS
All parents, carers and friends are invited to our weekly after school community markets where you will find yummy
homemade sweet and savoury treats. We are lucky to also have the occasional stall holder from the local community
selling their fresh produce or handmade items. You never know what you are going to find! Come along Thursdays
2.15pm.
Kindy and primary school parents can find a copy of the baking roster on the school notice board. All funds raised
from selling cakes & slices at the Thursday markets get divided up and given to the teachers to purchase in class
resources.

HOT CHOCOLATES
Last term we raised a total of $144 (profit) selling hot chocolate drinks at lunch time on Wednesdays. This was a
delicious treat enjoyed by all.

COMMITTEE POSITIONS VACANT
The P&F are in need of a secretary to help with the running of the association. The secretary would be someone that
can type up meeting minutes, manage our emails and paperwork. If you are interested, please come to our next
meeting.

OPEN DAY 2018
Our next Spring Fair & Open Day will be held on Sunday the 16th of September 2018. Food, coffee, cake stall, raffles,
secondhand stalls, woodworking, craft, decorations, Welcome to Country, sustainability & waste management,
entertainment, parking, games, first aid.
Any of those take your fancy? If you would like to be involved in this fun project please join our weekly meetings at
11.30am Wednesdays, held in the office or school shop veranda. This is a great project to be involved with as you
can take your pick of stalls to run and really add your own style. Perhaps join with a friend and run a stall together.
Could all previous organisers please let me know if they would like to run the same stalls again?
AndreaAndDylan@live.com.au
Thank you Peta Bridge for putting in a huge effort applying for the Shire of Mundaring Community Grant. Fingers
crossed!

NEXT P&F MEETING
All parents are invited to our meetings held throughout the year. Our next 3 meetings will be the last ones for the
year! We will be booking a table at The Parkerville Tavern for a casual get together with only a few items on the
agenda.
Dates and times are:
Term 4  Week 4, Monday 30th October 2017, 6.30pm
 Week 10, Monday 11th December 2017, 6.30pm
The Parkerville Tavern
6 Owen Road, Parkerville
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Anthroposophical Study Group at Silver Tree – Every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8pm
“Anthroposophy – Uniting the Spiritual in the Human Being with the Spiritual in the Cosmos”
You are invited to join this informal discussion group where we read and discuss the works of Rudolf Steiner. Every
Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:00pm in the Gumnut Kindy at the school. There is no requirement for any previous knowledge
or experience! Anyone can come and there is no fee and there is no expectation of commitment, attendance will
always be the freedom of each individual.
This is an opportunity to do something nourishing and practical for yourself and for the world. For enquiries, please
contact the school on 9295 4787 or Philip Quenby on 0417 178100.

Understanding and Developing the Masculine Forces towards Harmony – Lisa Romero
22 to 24 September
Perth - Cost $200. Many of you will know Lisa Romero, whose courses and workshops on inner development have met
with wide appeal both in Australia and overseas. Lisa is an author of inner development books, a complementary
health practitioner and an adult educator who has been delivering healthcare and education enriched with
anthroposophy for 25 years. From an esoteric view of the human being, it can be understood that within the individual
there are masculine and feminine forces that are necessary for deeper soul development.
This course will explore the evolving of these masculine and feminine forces within the individual from childhood to
adulthood, what occurs when there are hindrances in this process and how these may be expressed in adolescent and
adult sexuality and social behaviours. Using these insights we can support the balance of these primary forces
throughout childhood to adolescence as well as discover how to rebalance ourselves through inner development
exercises that support both the masculine and feminine forces required for the awakening of inner capacities. For
bookings and enquiries email: developingtheself@gmail.com or visit www.developingtheself.org or call Tel: 02 6684
6147

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver
Tree Steiner School.
Rites Together Ltd. WA
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Classifieds Continued…
Helena River Steiner School
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Classifieds Continued…
Sacred Heart Markets

Yam Jam – Yoga Art Meditation for Kids

Grasshopper Soccer
Soccer fun for Girls and Boys aged 2 to 12 years old. Term 4 Program – 8 weeks starting 13th October – 3rd December
2017. For more information contact 0447 070 076 or visit www.grasshoppersoccer.com.au
Bring home a BIG Brother or Sister and Bring French, Italian or Spanish Culture to Life!
Why not volunteer to host an international student from France, Italy or Spain next year? We have a small group of
delightful students coming to Australia for 11 weeks to immerse in local Australian culture, experience our High
schools, sports, environment and lifestyle. All these international students are around 15 or 16 years old, speak
excellent English, have their own spending money, cover all school expenses, and we arrange all aspects of their
program.
They are looking forward to joining an Australian family for a short term cultural immersion stay. It’s fun and
interesting to help these young people achieve their Australian dream. If you would like to know more, please email
your interest to ICM on info@icm-education.com.au or call Georgie or Anja on 1800 500 501, or visit our website
www.icm-education.com.
St Barbe Grove Nursery (Formerly Men of the Trees) – September SALE!
St Barbe Grove Nursery (formerly Men of the Trees) is a not for profit accredited nursery offering native plants for
Western Australia. We pride ourselves on offering an affordable and high quality product, while providing
opportunities for volunteers to contribute to in all aspects of revegetation from seed collection to growing seedlings
and planting. We are open to the public as well as wholesale all year round. Come and check out our Huge
September Sale and grab yourself a bargain. Corner Stirling Crescent and Amherst Road, Hazelmere.
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Classifieds Continued…
Parkerville Junior Cricket Club – Join the Fun!
Come Play Cricket!! Registration Open for 2017/18 Season – Players can be registered through
http://www.playcricket.com.au/ Click on the tab on the top right hand side of the page ‘Where can I play’. Type in
‘Parkerville Junior Cricket Club’ and follow the prompts.
Register for one or more of the following formats:
 Milo in2cricket – teaches kids the skills to play Australia’s favourite sport, through fun game based activities
 Milo T20Blast – gives kids their first experience of playing games of cricket in a fun and social setting
 U10-U11’s – Revised formats
 U12’s – U17’s
Info for the Junior Formats for the 2017/18 Season:
 Changes to the U10 and U11 formats from traditional game rules and process
 Smaller grounds
 Shorter pitch lengths
 Less players per team resulting in more action for the kids
 Shorter games (great for the parents!)
Contact: Tristan Ward, Club President Tel: 0427 719 373 or Andrew Bagnara, Registrar: parkiejcc.registrar@gmail.com
Lolivers Tennis – School Holiday Tennis Clinic
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Sawyers Valley Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade

Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 3, 2017
Term 3
Week 1

Monday
24th July

Tuesday
25th July

Wednesday
26th July

Thursday
27th July

Friday
28 July

Saturday
29th July

Sunday
30 July

Week 2

31st July

1st Aug

2nd Aug

3rd Aug

4th Aug

5th Aug

6th Aug

12th Aug

13th Aug

Newsletter

Week 3

7th Aug

8th Aug

9th Aug

Class 3 Parent
Evening

10th Aug

th

School Tour
9-11.30am

11th Aug

Light Keepers
Parent
Meeting 6pm

Week 4

14th Aug

15th Aug

Class 1 Parent
Evening
6:30- 8:00pm.

Week 5

21st Aug

Board Meeting
STSS

16th Aug
Newsletter
C2 Excursion
TBC

22nd Aug

th

23rd Aug

17th Aug
C2 Play
11.15am

24th Aug

18th Aug
C2 Play
11.15am

25th Aug

19th Aug

20th Aug

C2 Play
1.00pm

26th Aug

27th Aug

2nd Sept

3rd Sept

10th Sept

Mid-term
Break

Week 6

28th Aug

29th Aug

Mid-term
Break

Week 7

4th Sept

30th Aug
Newsletter

5th Sept

6th Sept
Class 3 Play
11:30 – Kindy,
Class 1

Week 8

11th Sept

31st Aug

12th Sept

13th Sept

School Tour
9:30am –
11:30am
Garden
Planting Day

7th Sept

8th Sept

9th Sept

Class 3 Play
11:30 – Class
2, 4, 5 & 6

Class 3 Play
10am – West
Coast C3
6:30pm
Parents &
Families

Board Meeting
STSS

14th Sept

15th Sept

16th Sept

17th Sept

23rd Sept

24th Sept

Newsletter
Book Week –
Indigenous
Literacy Day
Class 4 Parent
Evening 6pm

Week 9

18th Sept
Light Keepers
Camp 18th 21st

19th Sept

20th Sept

1st Sept

School Tour
9:30am –
11:30am

21st Sept
Spring
Festival
(Kindy)

22nd Sept
Pupil Free
Day

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Friday 22nd September – Monday 9th October.
Term 4 commences on Tues 10th October 2017.
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Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 4, 2017
Term 4
Week 1

Monday
9th Oct
STAFF PD
Day

Week 2

16th Oct

Tuesday
10th Oct

Wednesday
11th Oct

First day
back at
school

17th Oct

23rd Oct

24th Oct

18th Oct

25th Oct

19th Oct

30th Oct

31st Oct

1st Nov
Newsletter

Week 5

6th Nov

7th Nov

26th Oct

8th Nov

2nd Nov

13th Nov

14th Nov

Mid-term
Break

Week 7

20th Nov

15th Nov
Newsletter

21st Nov

Sunday
15th Oct

20th Oct

21st Oct

22nd Oct

22nd Nov

Board
Meeting
STSS
Dad’s
Bonfire
Night

27th Oct

28th Oct

29th Oct

3rd Nov

4th Nov

5th Nov

10th Nov

11th Nov

12th Nov

17th Nov

18th Nov

19th Nov

24th Nov

25th Nov

26th Nov

School Tour
9:30am –
11:30am
Curriculum
Journey

Faculty
Meeting

9th Nov
Faculty
Meeting

Week 6

Saturday
14th Oct

Faculty
Meeting

All Staff
Meeting

Week 4

Friday
13th Oct

Faculty
Meeting

Newsletter

Week 3

Thursday
12th Oct

16th Nov

Mid-term
break

Faculty
Meeting

23rd Nov
All Staff
Meeting

Week 8

27th Nov

28th Nov

29th Nov
Newsletter

Week 9

4th Dec

5th Dec

6th Dec

30th Nov

Board
Meeting
STSS

1st Dec

2nd Dec

3rd Dec

8th Dec

9th Dec

10th Dec

15th Dec

16th Dec

17th Dec

Faculty
Meeting

7th Dec
Faculty
Meeting

Week 10

11th Dec

12th Dec

13th Dec

14th Dec

Newsletter

Last day of
school

Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Friday 15th December 2017 – Tuesday, 30th January 2018
Term 1 commences on Wednesday 31st January 2018
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