Wednesday 18th October 2017
Week 2, Edition 468

Term 4:
20th October – Class 5 Greek Olympics
21st October – Dad’s Bonfire Night
5:30pm
27th October – School Tour 9:30am
(Bookings Required)
27th October – Curriculum Journey
5:00pm – 7:00pm

Dear Parents and Guardians,

4th & 5th November – Class 3 Camp
5th November – Darlington Arts
Festival Performance
9:30am & 10:30am
10th – 13th November – Mid-term
Break
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Welcome back to Term 4 and we especially welcome the families new to the
Silver Tree school community, I hope that everyone had a refreshing break in
the holidays and are ready for the final weeks of 2017.
The teachers attended a professional development day on Friday 22
September at Perth Waldorf School. The keynote speaker was Lisa Devine
and she spoke about the festivals we celebrate in Steiner schools across the
world. She spoke about the importance of the festivals and how they hold a
place in our hearts and a place on the earth. After experiencing and taking
part in festivals she articulated a feeling that she described as an ‘after
echo’, of something within that you come away with and that manifests
itself later when you are ready for it. She spoke of ‘festival’ as a place where
opposites can live in a respectful way regardless of their differences. Open
and honest conversation can be ‘festival’ as long as people matter.
At the end of this term we celebrate Advent. There are four weeks in Advent
where we can deepen our relationship to the world around us through
recognising the strength and beauty in all the four kingdoms of the natural
world. The first week is allied to the mineral kingdom, the physical
foundation for life. The mineral world gives us a fixed stage, a stability for
our ever-changing existence.
The second week focuses on the plant kingdom from which we receive
nourishment from living forces. The plant world has life that distinguishes it
from the mineral world. It is life itself which human beings share with the
plants.
The third week focuses on the kingdom of beasts, we are reminded of our
relationship with the birds, beasts and other members of the animal
kingdom and how they reflect our most basic soul states.
The fourth week of Advent speaks of the human being. All the kingdoms of
nature contribute to our existence. We all have mineral, plant and animal
aspects surrounding and supporting the flame of our individual human spirit,
this flame that is the essence of what it is to be human. Advent can move us
toward a deeper understanding of our place in the universe, of all that
supports us and all that we aspire to, as well as all that needs our protection
and support.
In reflecting on and discussing the festivals and other celebrations, I have
included some excerpts from an excellent article by William Ward that
describes the relationship between Steiner Education and religion, the link
to the rest of the article is at the end should you be inspired to read more.

Administrator Message continued…

“The inspiration for Waldorf Education arises from a worldview or philosophy called Anthroposophy. This broad body
of research, knowledge, and experience holds a spiritual view of human nature and development. The
anthroposophical worldview understands the historical evolution of consciousness in many cultures as the
background for each individual’s path of self-discovery. The fundamental tone of this worldview – which is not a
religion - is in harmony with many world religions and philosophies.”
“Anthroposophy at its root is deeply Christian in outlook and to the student of Anthroposophy, Christ’s deeds,
example, and teachings offer spiritual resources and guidance toward the fulfillment of our human nature. This
Christian orientation, however, is not narrow or sectarian. It perceives, despite the many religious conflicts history
records, an overarching harmony among the world’s inspired religions, with each serving the spiritual guidance of
humanity. The name Christ and the word Christianity can have strong connotations, positive and negative. In the
context of Anthroposophy, however, the Christ impulse is a universally available matrix of human aspirations,
transformative ideals, and deeds. It does not involve theological speculation, sectarian dogma, blind faith,
institutionalised ritual, or a missionary agenda. In this view fundamental, human-spiritual realities, such as love,
compassion, reverence for the divine, peace, healing, and freedom are essential goals of our true humanity. Such
universal aspirations comprise the spirit of humanity and find expression in the multiplicity of languages, cultures,
and religions.”
“Waldorf (Steiner) teachers also teach the Eightfold Path of the Buddha; the Old Testament and Judaism; Islam; the
teachings of Confucius; the teachings of Zarathustra; and Egyptian, Greek, and Norse mythology. Although limited by
our own personal backgrounds, we enter into diverse world cultures with as much reverence and depth as possible.
While there are important differences between the world religions, a remarkable common ground-what has been
referred to above as the spirit of humanity-is evident.”
http://www.waldorflibrary.org/images/stories/articles/waldorfchristianward.pdf
In community, our human spirits shining together, shed a mighty light
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.
Mark Panaia
Administrator

_________________________________________________________________________________
CALENDAR OF THE SOUL
_________________________________________________________________________________
There once on earth was a Golden Age
When the veilings of light were a heavenly sign.
When the secrets of Nature were read like a page
By the people, still wrapped in stars’ shimmer and shine.
It’s seldom amongst us that gods can be seen;
And now there are fewer folks friends to the elves.
And yet in this surging of growth and of green,
My Angel speaks out to the great stars themselves.
“This child that I guide on the world’s winding ways,
He once saw your flame and he knows how it burns.
In the darkness I’ll lead him, through life’s earthly maze
Till he wins his own strength, and the victory earns.”

Page 2

_________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLE
_________________________________________________________________________________
4 Things Worse Than Not Learning To Read In Kindergarten

Huffington Post Sep 06, 2017
By Gaye Groover Christmus

The year Sam started kindergarten, he turned 6 in October. He was one of
the oldest children in his class, and he didn’t know how to read. When he
started first grade he was almost 7, and he still didn’t know how to read.
Fortunately for Sam, he entered first grade in 1999. And his teachers, Mrs.
Gantt and Mrs. Floyd, didn’t panic if a child didn’t learn to read in
kindergarten. In fact, they expected that most children would learn to read in first grade. (They also supported and
encouraged children who learned to read easily in kindergarten, like Sam’s brother Ben.)
If Sam had started first grade this year, however, he probably would have been labelled as “slow” or “behind.”
Because the new standard is that children should learn to read in kindergarten. Even though most educators know
that many children aren’t ready to learn to read until first grade. Even though countries like Finland educate
kindergarteners by allowing them to play, not teaching them to academic skills. And even though the new standard
causes teachers, parents and even children themselves to worry that something is “wrong” if children aren’t reading
when they arrive in the first grade classroom. But guess what? Sam wasn’t “slow” or “behind,” and neither are most
of the other children who don’t read in kindergarten. Sam became a fair reader by the end of first grade, and a good
reader by third grade. By the time he reached high school he was an honors student. And last weekend, he
graduated from college - with a 3.93 grade point average.
So what happens when education standards require that children like Sam learn to read in kindergarten and that
teachers like Mrs. Gantt and Mrs. Floyd had better make it happen? Many educators say the result is ineffective and
counterproductive classroom practices. Which means that many children actually learn and retain less than they
would in a developmentally-appropriate kindergarten classroom. So here’s my advice. (You can take it with a grain of
salt if you like, because I’m not a teacher. But I am Sam’s mom.) If your son or daughter doesn’t learn to read in
kindergarten, relax. Because many, many things are worse than not learning to read in kindergarten. Here are four of
them:
Limited time for creative play. Young children learn by playing. They learn by digging and dancing and building and
knocking things down, not by filling out piles of worksheets. And they learn by interacting with other children, solving
problems, sharing and cooperating, not by drilling phonics. Mrs. Gantt and Mrs. Floyd created fabulous centers and
units that allowed children to learn about everything from houses to trucks to pets to oceans. And they snuck in
some reading and math skills that the children didn’t even notice, because they were so busy playing and creating!
Teachers today, however, often have to limit (or even eliminate) time for centers and units, because the academic
requirements they are forced to meet don’t allow time for creative learning.
Limited physical activity. Few things are more counterproductive than limiting recess and other types of physical play
time for children. Children learn better when they move. Parents and teachers know this intuitively, but research
also confirms it. Children who have more opportunities to run around and play have better thinking skills and
increased brain activity. And don’t assume that young children are naturally active and are getting all of the exercise
they need; researchers have found that children as young as three and four are surprisingly inactive. Yet many
schools are limiting or even eliminating recess, even for very young children.
Teaching that focuses on standards and testing. Teachers are increasingly under pressure to prepare their students
to perform on standardized tests. This means that their focus is shifting from teaching children in ways that match
their development and learning styles to “teaching to the test.” As one teacher reported, “I have watched as my job
requirements swung away from a focus on children, their individual learning styles, emotional needs, and their
individual families, interests and strengths to a focus on testing, assessing and scoring young children...” This shift in
focus means that teachers have less time to nurture and develop children as lifelong learners, because they’re
required to focus their efforts on standards that are unrealistic for many children.
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Article continued…

Frustration and a sense of failure. Children know when they aren’t meeting the expectations of teachers and other
adults. What they don’t know, however, is that those expectations often make no sense. And because they don’t
know that, they experience frustration and a sense of failure when they don’t measure up. So the boy who thrived in
his experiential preschool, but struggles in his academic -focused kindergarten may become frustrated to the point
that he “hates school.” And the girl who can’t sit still for 30 minutes and fill out worksheets knows that she’s
disappointing her teacher, but doesn’t know that the task isn’t appropriate for her. Which means that many normal
children are becoming frustrated - and are being labelled - by an entirely unrealistic system. As one report has
bluntly stated, “Most children are eager to meet high expectations, but their tools and skills as learners as well as
their enthusiasm for learning suffer when the demands are inappropriate.”
If your child is in kindergarten or first grade and hasn’t yet learned to read, don’t panic. Talk with his or her doctor
about any concerns you have, but recognize that he or she is probably developing normally. If your child’s school is
pushing academics in kindergarten in place of play-based learning, talk with the teacher. Chances are, she’s
frustrated and under enormous pressure to get her students ready to “perform.” If you’re stuck with a kindergarten
curriculum that seems unrealistic to you and doesn’t fit your child (and assuming that changing schools is not an
option), let your child know that you’re not worried about reading in kindergarten (or even early in first grade). Talk
about people who learned to read later (like Sam!) and are doing just fine. Then do things that promote real learning,
like reading books he or she enjoys, playing games, teaching useful skills and getting outside as often as possible to
have fun, be active and learn together.

________________________________________________________________________________
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER
________________________________________________________________________________
Welcome back everyone! How lovely it was to see your children skip happily into
Kindergarten and Playgroup at the beginning of term. Most of the illness from last
term was but a distant memory and the children were bursting with enthusiasm for
reconnecting with friends and playing all those games they used to play. The first
couple of days the play is always so incredible we are often tempted to allow it to go
on longer, especially when the children are negotiating so well and speaking to their
friends so beautifully.

The gardens are also looking fabulous thanks to our beautiful gardener
extraordinaire, Fiona Blackham, who has trimmed trees that were getting a bit
floppy and trimmed the grass. This term we will need help with hand watering
and especially with weeding. Thank you to those who have already got stuck in
and are making great inroads in the swathes of couch grass that were threatening
to take over areas of Lily Pilly. Your help is much appreciated and we are
beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel.
Hats are a must now. We have plenty of spares, so if your child forgets their hat they will be wearing a spare or
staying on the verandah!
The Rainbows are working hard towards completing their craft bags and are making good progress with their stick
weaving as well. They are also lucky enough to have Marijanna come and work with them on a simple woodworking
project one afternoon a week this term. It is a busy term for them and at the same time so important that they, and
you, stay focused on where they are in kindergarten and really enjoy these last few weeks as we celebrate their
achievements.
Last term the bandicoots that had set up home in the kindergarten and school gardens
were becoming a more common sight. Sadly they seem to have disappeared over the
holidays. There could be many causes for their disappearance including the fact that
when we aren’t here making noise all day the predators can get closer to them. We
live in hope that a new family will move in soon. One of the things we can do to
encourage this is to ensure that no animal that might hunt or chase them is brought
onto the school grounds. So please be reminded that it is a school policy that ALL
DOGS STAY IN THE CAR if you do have to bring them to school. Thank you.
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Early Childhood Chatter continued…

The Rosters for Kitchen Fairies are up outside each Kindergarten now. Please feel free to sign up whenever you can
make it. The more people who sign up the fewer times each term any one person will need to come in. We so
appreciate the help. Rainbow parents please remember that Sheoaka and Sharron would LOVE your help on a
FRIDAY morning. If Sharron is not needed in the kitchen and there are two teachers outside the children can play in
two playgrounds, use the monkey bars and even play in the Primary playground, so it makes a huge difference to
their play time. Jo, Paddy and Sheoaka.

________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM
________________________________________________________________________________
CLASS 1 – CELEBRATING HEALTHY DIFFERENCES

The curriculum in a Steiner school is rich and wonderful and meets the children in ways very few if any, modern
mainstream curricula can. The Steiner Curriculum however is in the end just a “curriculum” and can be taught by
anyone. The topics it brings will, of course, benefit any child in some way no matter where they find it and that is the
beauty of this curriculum; it meets the needs of the children at an appropriate time.
However, Rudolf Steiner encouraged teachers to look deeply into the children as well as the curriculum whilst striving
wholeheartedly to understand the bigger picture of human development and evolution. This is what sets a Steiner
School apart from another school where they simply “teach the curriculum which is provided”. This understanding
and the inner work that strengthens it, give the teachers the opportunity to really know and trust when they are doing
what is best for the children in their care.
With this background work happening, the teachers can work
with the curriculum in a way that supports the full development
of the child not just their intellectual development (as is often
the case in mainstream education due to the constrictions and
expectations placed upon the schools by their governing
bodies). This is what the art of teaching is about……not the
painting of beautiful pictures! When a teacher works in this
way, the outside influences of fear and a need to control, can
be held back and the children can be educated in a way that
supports their metamorphosis into intelligent, caring,
compassionate and hard-working adults.
Just like different families, different teachers do different things in different ways, depending on the children, the
teachers’ strengths and weaknesses and the teachers’ constantly growing understandings of the underpinnings of this
education. It is wonderfully liberating to work in an environment where differences are celebrated and not everyone
is expected to do all the same things or in the same way. It is so important for the children to see the adults in their
world demonstrate a healthy “acceptance of another way.” This will help them to develop as they grow older so that
they can become free and accepting adults in a world where intolerance is all too often rife and damaging.
The photo’s you see are from some
of the Class 1’s work days. The first
are two of the characters who
helped me introduce the
mathematical process concepts.
The third from a busy afternoon in
the sandpit which grew from a
simple spiral into a multi-roomed
house with space for everyone
(including a computer room and a theatre room!) and the last from counting groups of 100 honkey nuts to see how
many Black Cockatoos would have eaten well in one day.
Blessings, Megan
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News from the classroom continued…

CLASS 4 – ALCHEMISTS MARKET FUNDRAISING
Hi all,
Please stop by the Alchemists’ stall every Thursday at markets.
FOOD & CRAFT
There’ll be chutney, pickles, fudge and Christmas biscuits for sale as well as lots of craft
items.
WILDLIFE RESCUE BOXES
We’ll also be selling ‘Wildlife Rescue Boxes’. These can be kept in the back of your car for
those times when you come across an injured animal. These will be sold on an ‘order’ basis
and will be sold for $35 each. They include everything you need to rescue an animal. See
Isla at market time for more information.
CHRISTMAS HAMPER
We’ll also be raffling off a Christmas Hamper. Come buy a raffle ticket for the chance to
win. Winner will be drawn at the end of term.
All proceeds will be going toward our Class 5 camp.
See you there!
Blessings,
Yvette & Alchemists
CLASS 5 – LIGHT KEEPERS

The last week of Term 3, we had the pleasure of visiting Rottnest Island for our class camp. What an extraordinary
journey it was, swimming in the crystal blue waters, snorkeling (some
for the first time in their lives), digging and rolling in the sand, visiting
the Lighthouse and riding our bikes everywhere, including a ride to the
West End of the Island, where we were rewarded with rugged and
stunning beauty that made every minute of the ride worthwhile.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful
‘camp crew’ who went to great lengths to ensure we had a safe and
enjoyable experience on camp, their attention to detail was
exceptional and I truly could not have pulled it off without them.
Thank you Robyn for your water prowess, I don’t know who was more excited,
you or the children snorkeling around the shipwreck. Michael for sharing your
love of the island with us, it truly is a magical place and I can see why you love
it so much. Deb for organising food, you ensured we were always well
nourished and content with gorgeous food and Brendan for being the golden
thread that held us all together, whatever the problem, Brendan had the
uncanny knack of being at the right place at the right time to ‘fix it’! From the
bottom of my heart….
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News from the classroom continued…

Here are a few moments from camp shared by the children:
“Today we woke up at 6am for the big ride around Rottnest Island. It was really,
really hard, but we got through it! Michael and Anne-Marie went to get something
special after we finished the ride. We rode home and got a lovely surprise when
Anne-Marie and Michael gave us Frosty Fruits, delicious!” By Leilani

“Today my favourite thing was when we made a giant hole in the sand at
Parakeet Bay. Yilu dug his hole so deep he could sit inside it and you couldn’t
see him at all, all you could see was the sand flying out!” By Ned
“Today was the big day, when we would ride
around the whole of Rottnest Island, it was 22km, although it didn’t really feel like it.
When we arrived we saw an Osprey sitting in her nest with two chicks, we then walked
a little bit more and got to another lookout where we could see Seal Island, a small
island full of seals. When we got back Anne-Marie bought some
ice-cream, it was the best. Later that afternoon we got our
fishing rods ready, I can’t wait to use them tomorrow.” By Abril
“Today we went the length of the island, on the way we hardly stopped until we reached
West End. We watched the waves for a long time. The waves rose high, dark blue and
massive, then suddenly they would crash into white foam and settle into a sky blue. It was
beautiful!” By Holly
“My favourite part of the today was when we saw the whales.
At the time, I was with Matilda and Leilani looking out of the ferry window, all of a
sudden we saw a big tail fin and then a splash and it was gone. The next day we rode
to the lighthouse, when we got to there we were so tired we called our team tired-legs.
It took ages to walk to the top of the lighthouse, but it
was a great view when we finally made it.” By Brianna

Wadjimup Light House by Kyla

“Today when we were at the beach we were up the sand dunes when we saw a boat
coming into shore. 5 minutes later we saw a line of 4 black Navy ships coming in
after it. They were only about 4 meters long and on board each one had 3 Navy
Officers wearing black. They came in and docked along the side of the first boat, we
would like to think someone was getting arrested for murder, but they were
probably just doing a cadet training drill!” By Coen
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Underwater Scene by Yilu

News from the classroom continued…

The Light Keepers have been learning all about Ancient Greece, which we started last term. We have devoured many
wonderful myths, while training hard for the Greek Olympics, which will be held at Perth Waldorf School tomorrow!
You can just imagine the excitement and anticipation buzzing in our classroom right now.

Poem by Juniper Boultbee

Here is an excerpt from one of our lessons, when Hector must meet his fate and fight the unconquerable Achilles:
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News from the classroom continued…

By Charley Lee

CLASS 6 – KOORRDJENANGINS CLASS PLAY “CLEOPATRA”
The Koordjenangin Class is excited to invite the community to their performances of…

Cleopatra
By The Koorrdjenangins

Dress Rehearsal: Wednesday, 1st November 11:30am

Performance for Primary School: Thursday, 2nd November 11:30am
Performance Evening: Friday, 3rd November 6pm
See you there!
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________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE FROM THE OFFICE – SCHOOL DRESS CODE

A friendly reminder to refer to our Silver Tree Steiner School Dress Code. Children are to be dressed neatly (holes,
tears or tatty clothes are not appropriate). Clothes need to be comfortable and practical for classroom activities.
Light coloured clothes of natural materials to be worn where possible.
The following is not allowed –
• Logos or advertising.
• Black clothing or very dark colours.
• Shirts, T-Shirts, dresses need to cover the shoulders (singlets and tank tops are not permitted).
• Shirts and T-Shirts need to be long enough to cover the belly button. Hipster pants are not permitted.
• Skirts, shorts and dresses are to be of modest length.
For more information on Hats/Sun Protection, Jewellery and Makeup, Shoes and more, please refer to our Dress
Code Policy online: https://silvertreess.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/stss-dress-code-policy-2017-v5.pdf

SCHOOL TOUR – FRIDAY 27th OCTOBER

The next school tour will be held on Friday 27th October, all welcome. Please contact Hayley to make a booking, on
9295 4787, or enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au. The tour runs from 9:30am – 11:00am with time for morning tea and
questions afterwards.

_________________________________________________________________________________
NEWS FROM THE P&F
_________________________________________________________________________________
ICE CREAM DAYS ARE BACK!

Organic Bananas (or eco bananas - depending on what's available at market each week) and Organic Mixed Berry Ice
creams - beautiful treat to have on a Wednesday. 12:30 in the gazebo at the same price of $2.50 per cup (kids are
encouraged to bring their own cup each week; if they remember :-) ) There will be no IOU's this year. All children will
need to bring their money on the day or families are encouraged to pay online for the term if they would prefer.
Silver Tree Parents and Friends
BSB 633 000
AC 124 543 547
Please use your child's full name and ice cream as a reference. 10 weeks at $2.50 = $25.
Toby and I will be looking for volunteers to help each week - please let either of us know if you can help.
Zoe Hemsted 0427 737 778

2017 BUNNINGS SAUSAGE SIZZLE! ~ Saturday 16th December 2017 ~

Please join the Silver Tree P & F raise funds for STSS by volunteering for the 2017 Bunnings Sausage Sizzle.
We welcome parents, grandparents, nannies, guardians, carers, or next door neighbours to volunteer their time on
the day. All volunteers time will be allocated to your child’s PPS hours.
The Bunnings Sausage Sizzle in past years has been a significant source of money for the P & F. This year’s money
might go towards the new music room or the music room garden, maybe even the kindy forts.
This year we are using an online signup sheet to register your name for selling, cooking or supplying eskies – we even
need one person who would like to show off their chalkboard artwork abilities.
To view the available timeslots, and register your name, please visit: www.volunteersignup.org/3MBB3
Thank you in advance for your support.
Natasha Loohuys.
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News from the P&F continued…

SILVER BLOSSOMS

The Silver Blossom's team have been busy dusty gnomes this Spring. We are not only sourcing new suppliers and
products, but also making your shopping experience better, by updating the layout of the shop and opening the shop
for special events, such as the Spring Dress sale.
On Thursday 26th October the shop will be open from 1 pm to 3 pm. This will be a
great opportunity to see our new range of jewellery, crystals, felt toys, personal care
items and more displayed out on the tables on the lawn. There will be yummy free
tea tastings on offer, the coffee machine will be on and you can try our tasty range of
iced coffee, granola, slices and bliss balls.
We are happy to now be stocking the wonderful
Handmade in Nepal range. This business is owned by local West Australian Leila
Smith, who grew up in the Perth Hills and founded Smith Rajak House Nepal. Leila
began volunteering in Nepal in 2014 and in 2016 married Suresh, a Nepali man
whose family have been helping children from poverty stricken families for over 10
years.
The Rajak family, although not wealthy themselves have been providing boarding,
food and education free of charge for children from rural villages within their small
Kathmandu home. With the help of Suresh and his family, Leila is raising six children
and supporting other community projects including; providing food and health care
for homeless dogs and cats, feeding homeless people within the city, and providing
dental and health care for orphans and children from single parent families.
This year Smith Rajak House started their biggest
project ever "100 jackets for 100 children". They
had enough donations to make and distribute
110 jackets to impoverished children in rural
Nepal. Each child also received a bar of soap, toothpaste and a toothbrush. They
hope to get enough support to carry out this project again in 2018.
It warms our hearts that we at Silver Blossoms and the wider school community
can support these worthy projects by purchasing Handmade in Nepal products at the shop. If you would like to
know more about Smith Rajak House visit their website www.smithrajakhouse.wordpress.com or Facebook page
www.facebook.com/smithrajakhouse

NEXT P&F MEETING

All parents are invited to our meetings held throughout the year. Our next 2 meetings will be the last ones for the year!
We will be booking a table at The Parkerville Tavern for a casual get together with only a few items on the agenda.
Dates and times are:
Term 4 • Week 4, Monday 30th October 2017, 6.30pm
• Week 10, Monday 11th December 2017, 6.30pm
The Parkerville Tavern
6 Owen Road, Parkerville
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_________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS
_________________________________________________________________________________
Anthroposophical Study Group at Silver Tree – Every Wednesday 6:30pm – 8pm

“Anthroposophy – Uniting the Spiritual in the Human Being with the Spiritual in the Cosmos”
You are invited to join this informal discussion group where we read and discuss the works of Rudolf Steiner. Every
Wednesday 6:30pm – 8:00pm in the Gumnut Kindy at the school. There is no requirement for any previous knowledge
or experience! Anyone can come and there is no fee and there is no expectation of commitment, attendance will
always be the freedom of each individual.
This is an opportunity to do something nourishing and practical for yourself and for the world. For enquiries, please
contact the school on 9295 4787 or Philip Quenby on 0417 178100.

_________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSIFIEDS
_________________________________________________________________________________

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver
Tree Steiner School.
PWS warmly invite you to our 2017 Class 12 Project Presentations 23rd October – 27th October 2017

12.30 – 1.15pm
2.00 – 2.45pm

Monday 23rd October 2017
Welcome and Introduction
India Easton - What are the social and environmental consequences of hyper-consumerism
within the fast fashion industry?
Oisin Edwards-O’Neill - Political Correctness – has it gone too far?
Sarah Olsen - Have we lost the benefits of eating seasonally because of our disconnection
with our food sources?
Jaymie Carter - What was Celtic Storytelling originally used for, and is it still relevant in
Ireland today?
Monday Evening
Welcome and Introduction
Lisa Simons - Loneliness is an epidemic in Western society today: What are the effects on
the individual and what can we do about it?
Benjamin Cooke - Community Theatre – A ‘behind the scenes’ perspective
Jena Payne – Our attraction to the convenience of plastic has serious consequences on the
marine environment and humans; what are they and what steps need to be taken to reduce
them?
Tuesday 24th October 2017
Welcome and Introduction
Dorian Beer - How are unsustainable living practices contributing to global warming and
what are more sustainable options?
Avalon Rolls-Champ - Working creatively with the hands has many benefits. How does hand
craft bring wellbeing?
Violet Lewis - What healing approaches do we need to thrive in our modern society?
Anna Rettay - How is film art?

6.20pm
6.35 - 7.20pm

Tuesday Evening
Welcome and Introduction
Oscar Martin Rees - How automation and robotics will shape our future.

10.45am
10.50– 11.35am
11.40 – 12.25pm
12.30 – 1.15pm
2.00 – 2.45pm
5.30pm
5.45 – 6.30pm
6.40 - 7.25pm
8.00 - 8.45pm

10.45am
10.50– 11.35am
11.40 – 12.25pm

8.00 - 8.45pm
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Lily Mischer Gardiner - In what ways is intergenerational trauma and racism impacting on
Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander families in Australia today and how is this harming the
emotional wellbeing of Indigenous youth?

Classifieds Continued…
10.50am
10.55 – 11.40am
11.45 – 12.30pm
1.10 – 1.55pm

5.30pm
5.45 – 6.30pm
6.35 - 7.20pm
8 - 8.45pm

10.50am
10.55 – 11.40pm
11.45 – 12.30pm
1.10 – 1.55pm

5.30pm
5.45 - 6.30pm
6.35 – 7.20pm
8.00 - 8.45pm

Thursday 26th October 2017
Welcome and Introduction
Sabrina Reale - Composition and originality in modern music. Can original composition still
exist or are we constantly building on what has already been created?
Luke Hewick - What is the environmental impact of building and restoring fibreglass boats?
Claudia Buchardt - The dualistic conceptualisation of gender roles dominates the fashion
industry. Is there a future for unisex clothing?
Thursday Evening
Welcome and Introduction
Ava Lyas - What is the Western perspective of creativity, and does this have a negative effect
on creators?
Noah Ruane-Beal – Is the traditional suburban housing model still viable in the 21st century?
Anneka De Souza - Is maintaining personal culture and heritage having a positive or negative
impact on multicultural Australia?

Friday 27th October 2017
Welcome and Introduction
Gabrielle Bailey - Animation has the most creative potential out of all film mediums. Is the
cartoon industry stifling the artistic possibilities?
Jasmin Sleep - What is the importance of inter-human connection?
Maizy Hall- Bastian – How is domestic violence impacting women in Australia and what
changes need to be made in our cultural understanding of masculinity to break this cycle of
violence?
Friday Evening
Welcome and Introduction
Brooke Hill - What is gender diversity and why do we need it?
Enya Wilkinson-McCarry - How has the representation of the human body in various art
forms evolved through the ages?
Natasha Halbert - How has western society become disconnected from death, what are the
effects and how can we address this?

Join the Aussie Backyard Bird Count, Monday 23 – Sunday 29 October 2017
Birds are singing and nesting – ready for BirdLife Australia's fourth annual Aussie Backyard Bird Count. The
#AussieBirdCount is a great way to connect with the birds in your backyard, no matter where it is and it only takes 20
minutes. Visit https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ to register and for further details.
Come and listen to a free talk on SLEEP with Dr. Lakshmi Prassana – Wednesday, 25 October at 7pm – The
Playgroup Room Perth Waldorf School
We spend a third of our lives asleep….! So what are we doing in that time? And how does the very young child
experience sleep? This will also be an opportunity to hear more about the course starting in February focusing on the
development and care of pre-birth to three years. For more information contact: Jenny Hill jennyhill@iinet.net.au or
Rose Hughes rose-e-hughes@hotmail.com
FOR SALE: 710 Kilburn Road, Parkerville 6081
Beautiful 4 x 2 family home, recently renovated and overlooking a scenic
rural valley. Within walking distance to 2 schools and the village shop, this
fully fenced property is priced to sell with all offers considered. Home
open this Sunday, please see online advertisement or contact Peter Zirnis
for further details.
Peter Zirnis: 08 9250 6070 or 0438 954 632
https://www.domain.com.au/710-kilburn-road-parkerville-wa-60812013441829
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Classifieds Continued…
VacSwim 2017-18

Enrol your children now in VacSwim swimming lessons
during the summer school holidays.
With swimming pools and beaches a part of the Western
Australian lifestyle, ensuring your children learn how to
swim and are safe in the water is a must for all families.
Your children can join in the fun of learning to swim in
lessons run at pools and open water venues across the
State.
VacSwim is for all children – from beginners through to
advanced survival, rescue and resuscitation.
Your children can learn to swim for just:
•
$7.00 per child for a five day short program
•
$13.00 per child for all other programs.
It's even cheaper if you have three or more children:
•
$18.00 a family for a five day short program
•
$35.00 a family for all other programs.
To find out more about VacSwim and to enrol online please
visit: www.education.wa.edu.au/swimming

Lolivers Tennis – Tennis Coaching for Kids

Glen Forrest Carols Youth Choir
The Carols Youth Choir is reforming to sing at the
Glen Forrest Christmas Gathering
on Saturday 23rd December.
Anyone who enjoys singing and is between
8 and 26 years is welcome to join.
We are looking forward to working with you all again.
Be quick to put your name down, places fill fast!!!
The rehearsals will be held at the Glen Forrest Hall
and it is important you can attend all rehearsals.
Sunday 26th Novemberth 4.00-6.00pm
Sunday 17th December 4.00-6.00pm
Wednesday 20th December 4.30-6.30pm
Thursday 21st December 4.30-6.30pm
Friday 22nd December 9.00am-12.00pm
Saturday 23rd December - 4pm sound check
If you are interested in putting your name down
or knowing more please contact Mandy Forewell
forwell@aapt.net.au
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Classifieds Continued…
Ellenbrook Fencing Club

West Coast Steiner School – Lakshmi Talk Thursday, 26th October 2017 at 7pm
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Term 4
Week 1

Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 4, 2017
Monday
9th Oct

STAFF PD
Day

Tuesday
10th Oct

Wednesday
11th Oct

17th Oct

18th Oct

First day
back at
school

Week 2

16th Oct

Week 3

23rd Oct

24th Oct

Week 4

30th Oct

31st Oct

Week 5

6th Nov

7th Nov

8th Nov

Week 6

13th Nov

14th Nov

15th Nov

Week 7

20th Nov

21st Nov

22nd Nov

Week 8

27th Nov

28th Nov

29th Nov

Week 9

4th Dec

5th Dec

6th Dec

Week 10

11th Dec

12th Dec

13th Dec

Mid-term
Break

Newsletter
6:30pm
Koorrdjenan
gins Parent
Meeting

25th Oct

1st Nov

Newsletter
Class 6 Play
Rehearsal
11:30

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Thursday
12th Oct

Friday
13th Oct

Saturday
14th Oct

Sunday
15th Oct

19th Oct

20th Oct

21st Oct

22nd Oct

28th Oct

29th Oct

4th Nov

5th Nov

Faculty
Meeting

Faculty
Meeting

26th Oct

All Staff
Meeting

2nd Nov

Faculty
Meeting
Class 6 Play
Primary
11:30

Greek
Olympics –
Class 5

27th Oct

School Tour
9:30am –
11:30am
Curriculum
Journey 5pm
– 7pm

3rd Nov

Board
Meeting
STSS
Dad’s Bonfire
Night 5:30pm

Class 6 Play
Evening
6pm

PWS Open
Day
10am – 4pm

Darlington
Arts Festival
9:30am &
10:30am

10th Nov

11th Nov

12th Nov

16th Nov

17th Nov

18th Nov

19th Nov

23rd Nov

24th Nov

25th Nov

26th Nov

30th Nov

1st Dec

2nd Dec

3rd Dec

7th Dec

8th Dec

9th Dec

10th Dec

14th Dec

15th Dec

16th Dec

17th Dec

9th Nov

Faculty
Meeting

Faculty
Meeting

All Staff
Meeting

Faculty
Meeting

Faculty
Meeting

Last day of
school early
close 12:30
Carols by
Candlelight

Mid-term
break

Holidays

Board
Meeting
STSS

Class 6
Graduation

Holidays

Holidays

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Friday 15th December 2017 – Tuesday, 30th January 2018
Term 1 commences on Wednesday 31st January 2018
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