Annual Report
2013
As part of our funding agreement with the Australian Government, we are required to ensure that
specific school performance information is made publicly available to the school community.
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Silver Tree Steiner School began in 1997 with a Playgroup, which has, over the years developed
into the wonderful school and community we have today of over 135 students.
In 2013, The Silver Tree Steiner School offered Mothers’ Group, Playgroup, Kindergarten and
Primary classes for children. The school is set in beautiful rural grounds in the Perth Hills
approximately 36kms from Perth CBD.

MISSION STATEMENT
To provide pre-school and primary education based on the pedagogy and indications given by
Rudolf Steiner.
CORE VALUES STATEMENT
We believe that:
Every individual human being is a spiritual person on a journey of development in the world and
that the aim of education is to assist in this process of development.
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The teacher needs to be free to respond to the needs of the student.
Each school likewise needs to be free and independent, in order to properly educate young people
to be free and independent.
The pedagogy of the Rudolf Steiner Curriculum is holistic and supportive of the art of teaching. It
is not exclusive, allowing compatible methods to be assimilated into the program.
Teaching is an art.
THE YEAR AT A GLANCE

After several years of building and growth,
2013 was considered to be a year of
stabilisation and consolidation for Silver Tree
Steiner School. It was marked as the first year
Silver Tree was able to single stream Class One.
This meant that each of the 4 Primary
classrooms were full and preparations were
made to extend the building program to
another primary classroom and a third
kindergarten classroom.
Administrator, Deb Williams, departed Silver
Tree in Term 1 for health reasons and Vivienne
Howson (member of STSS Board of Governors)
and Cameron Egglington stepped into the
Administrator position while the recruitment
process to appoint a new Administrator was
conducted. Donna Bieundurry was appointed
and commenced on 20th May 2013. The
commitment and work of Deb, Vivienne and Cameron in holding Silver Tree so warmly is
greatly appreciated.
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ted.
ENROLMENTS

During 2013, Silver Tree again experienced substantial growth from 118 students to 135
students. In total, 23 students exited (over half of these were graduates) and 40 students
enrolled. This equates to a 14% growth in enrolments.
The majority of enrolments were in Kindergarten. Being at capacity in classes 2 and 3
meant that we lost a number of enquiries and applications, as they went elsewhere if all
their children if they were unable to secure a place at Silver Tree.
The limitations of the capacity of the Kindergartens again meant that were unable to
feed through a healthy number of students to Class One. Instead we were forced to rely
on growth in Lower Primary to fill these classes.
Of our graduating students, 40% continued on to Helena College and 50% to Perth
Waldorf High School. The bus service and satisfaction with a Waldorf education has
meant that the amount of children continuing to Perth Waldorf continues to grow each
year.
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STUDENT LEARNING

The quality of the teaching and learning program at Silver Tree continues to be an
influential factor in attracting and retaining enrolments in our school. The Kindergarten
teachers deliver a warm and authentic early years program in accordance with Steiner
Education curriculum and pedagogy whilst also meeting the outcomes of the National
Quality Standards as set by ACECQA. The Primary Teachers bring to the children
meaningful and rich learning experiences to achieve the standards identified in the
ACARA approved Australian Steiner Curriculum. Main lessons cover the core subject
areas in an integrated way, whilst specialist lessons in Games, Craft, Music, and German
are taught by specialist teachers. Children in Class Four, Five, Six and Seven continued
with their strings lesson, choosing either violin, viola or cello.
The outstanding learning support program, led by Kaye Simpkin continued to be a valued
and valuable resource available to ensure that all children are supported to achieve their
potential.
COMMUNITY

Mother’s Group re-commenced, based in the playgroup building. This weekly meeting
of Mothers and their babies provides a nurturing environment with a wholefoods lunch
and a positive space for sharing and learning about the parenting journey with a Steiner
underpinning.
Playgroup continued to be well-subscribed and is important as a supportive loving
environment for young children and their parents, as well as a stepping stone into the
Kindergarten program.
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Kindy Care continued to be offered, staffed by a registered Teacher. This program
allowed a nurturing afternoon environment for Woylie and Possum children after their
attendance at kindergarten in the mornings.
The Parents and Friends Association was ably led by Robyn Smith and a team of
hardworking parents. The commitment and dedication of this energetic group resulted
in raising much needed funds and providing some excellent community events. A
highlight of the 2013 year was the EinSteiners Quiz Night which raised approx. $11 000.
The P and F markets held each Thursday are also a valued part of life at Silver Tree
Steiner School and it is wonderful that the markets continue to be so well supported
each week.
The Festivals were again
a highlight of the school
year, serving to connect
the school community to
the changing seasons
and giving the
opportunity to celebrate
these as family groups.
The Festivals celebrated
in 2013 included the
Autumn/Easter Festival,
Winter Festival, Spring
Festival, and the
Christmas Carols
evening. Many of these Festivals highlight the importance and quality of the music
program at Silver tree Steiner school with the children’s voices and instruments on the
hill and across the valley. Weekly assemblies allow the Primary school classes and
parents to come together and share information, songs and current classroom learning
activities.
The GEMS committee facilitated several busy bees on weekends and holidays whereby
gardens were weeded, tidied, mulched and planted. Retaining walls were constructed
and many metres of mulch was spread. Raised garden beds were constructed and filled,
trees were planted and the drop off zone was completed.
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CHALLENGES

In the running of any organisation there are always challenges that must be faced. In
2013 the most significant of these was the available classroom learning space to cater
for learning support, strings lessons, parent teacher meetings, etc. This will be alleviated
by the building program scheduled for completion in 2014.
ADMINISTRATION

With a March 2014 Department of Education Services registration deadline, a large
amount of time was devoted to preparing and collating documentation for submission to
DES. It is vital here to acknowledge the mammoth effort undertaken by all staff;
particularly the Registrars, Bursar, Learning Support Teacher, Primary Teachers and Early
Childhood teachers, and ground staff (cleaning, gardening, maintenance).
Several Strategic Planning workshops were held by the Board of Governors which
involved stakeholders from representative groups including parents, teachers,
administration and board. There is more work to be done to formalise the planning and
to share the future directions of Silver Tree Steiner School.
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PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT








Teachers have attended a wide range of PD this
year.

Melissa Harvey completed the Journey
Through the Curriculum resulting in a three year
diploma in Steiner Education.

Yvette Ghouse and Anne Marie McShannon
participated in term one and two of the The
Curriculum Journey, run by Rudolf Steiner College
Perth.

Faculty meetings have focused on child
study each week.

Kaye Simpkin attended 3 days of lectures on
the 12 Senses presented by Anthroposophical
Doctor Simon Bednerek. Early Childhood by Louise
de Forest and a 2 day workshop on Autism
presented by Clinical Psychologist, Lydia Meem.
Anne Marie McShannon, Megan Carter and Yvette Ghouse attended the
Glenaeon Steiner Class Teacher 5 day Intensive.
Teachers keep in regular contact with peers from the other Steiner Schools in
Perth and indeed all over Australia to share pedagogical and anthroposophical
insights.
Senior First aid certificates were updated during the year.
Craft teachers gathered to share expertise and contracted craft teachers to
workshop particular aspects of the craft curriculum.
Julia Humphreys completed the Level 2 Orff Shulwerk accreditation in music
pedagogy.

EXCURSIONS AND EVENTS

Children enjoyed participating dress up as part of National Book Week and raising money
for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.
As part of the local geography and history curriculum, the Wayfarer Class camped
overnight at the Mundaring Weir Campground and participated in day of Aboriginal
cultural activities and a catchment carer’s trail bushwalk, juggling and a night walk.
Clifton Bieundurry, internationally renowned Aboriginal artist, visit to speak to the
classes about Indigenous Totems and Songlines.
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The class 5’s participate in the Greek Olympics at Perth Waldorf School.
As part of the Mineralogy Main Lesson, the Pilgrims camped for 3 nights in the Margaret
River/Yallingup region.
The Pilgrims were given individual mosaic projects to complete, which tied in with the
Ancient Rome Main lesson. These were to be gifts to present to the school upon leaving
Silver Tree. Each piece represented a virtue, which, to the children described Silver Tree.
They were written in Latin and at the end of the year presented to the school one-by-one
as part of the graduation ceremony. The school is looking to incorporate these pieces into
future building initiatives.

ATTENDANCE

The average attendance rate for our staff in 2013 was 95% and the proportion of teaching
staff retained in the school 2013 was 98%. All our class teaching staff members are
registered members of the Western Australian College of Teachers and have undertaken
studies in mandatory reporting. The staff members and their qualifications are tabled
below. There is no teacher recorded as from an Indigenous or Torres Straight Islander
background.
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TEACHING STAFF 2013
Title/ Group

Staff Member

School Administrator
Playgroup

Donna Biendurry
Julie Walton

Playgroup and Mothers
Group

Lesley Willow

Kindergarten Teacher
Monday - Thursday

Jo Blundell

Kindergarten Assistant
(Three days / week)
Kindergarten Assistant
(Two days / week)
Kindergarten Teacher Friday (K6 only)

Tonia Reid

Kindergarten Assistant
(Four days/ week)
Class 1 Teacher
Class 2/3Teacher

Marisa Lavell

Class 4/5Teacher

Megan Carter

Class 6 Teacher

Yvette Ghouse

Class Assistant and Craft
Teacher

Melissa Harvey

Learning Support &
Extra Lesson Teacher
Music Teacher

Kaye Simpkin

Qualification/s

BA Ed Primary
Foundation Studies in Anthroposophy,
Cert III of Children’s Services Teachers
Assistant
Reg Nurse, Reg Midwife, Foundation
Studies in Anthroposophy, Certificate in
Early Childhood Education (Rudolf
Steiner College), Pastoral Care Practitioner.
BSc Hons, Post Graduate Cert Education,
Foundation Year in Anthroposophy,
Waldorf Teacher Training
Cert. 1 in Childcare

Sharron Burns
Reita Henderson

Anne Marie McShannon
Anna Brindal

Julia Humphreys

Co-Author of Darlington and Surrounds
Local Flora and Bushlands
B.Ed K – 10, Double Major Art Ed, Brain
Gym Teacher, Thought Field Therapy
Certificate

Grad Dip Ed
B.Ed., Specialization in Steiner Education,
Advanced Diploma of Rudolf Steiner
Education
B.Ed, Diploma of Rudolf Steiner Education,
Cert of M & L
BA Hons, Dip Ed,
Foundation year in Anthroposophy
Foundation Studies in Steiner Education.
Currently completing Diploma of Steiner
Education - Curriculum Journey
B.Ed, Extra Lesson Practitioner
A.Mus.A , Goethean Studies, G.L.A.T.
(Alexander Technique)
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NAPLAN
As part of the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), national
tests are conducted in May each year for students in years 3, 5, 7. All eligible children at
Silver Tree were offered the opportunity to sit the NAPLAN tests. Some parents choose
for their children not to sit the tests. The 2012 school results can be found at the My School
government website. http://www.myschool.edu.au/
ATTENDANCE
Total enrolments
Girls
Boys
Full-time equivalent enrolments
Indigenous students
Language background other than English

134
83
51
98
3
unknown

The main reasons for non-attendance were illness and extended family vacations.
MANAGING STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Parents of Primary School aged children are asked to ensure that students arrive at school
at least fifteen minutes before the school day. Persistent lateness without reasonable
cause will lead to an investigation.
Students leaving school early are required to be signed out by a parent at the office. All
student absences must be accounted for by parents/guardians either by phone (by 9am),
note or email.
For students who are absent without an explanation, parents will be phoned on the day.
Students absent for three or more consecutive days will be contacted via phone and email
if necessary to ascertain the reason for the absence. Upon the student’s return to school,
parents or guardians are required to send a note to the teacher outlining the reason for
absence.
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Absences in excess of 10 days per term must be notified by the Class Teacher to the
Administrator. A letter will be sent to parents whenever absences are of concern and
when a report is made to the Administrator. A meeting may be arranged with the
parent/guardians and Administrator to discuss the situation.

SATISFACTION
No satisfaction surveys were carried out during 2013.
POST SCHOOL DESTINATIONS
Fifty percent of graduates enrolled into Perth Waldorf High School, forty percent at Helena
College and ten percent at Mount Lawley High School.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that students leaving Silver Tree Steiner School adapt well
to mainstream education and are well regarded for their enthusiasm for learning by
teachers.
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% of
Income

Income

Total

Parent Fees

42% 536,849.33

State Govt Funding

19% 245,335.80

Com'wlth Govt Funding

35% 449,427.27

Other

4% 46,539.55

Total

1,278,151.95

2013 Silver Tree Steiner
School Income
4%
42%

35%

Parent Fees
State Govt Funding
Com'wlth Govt Funding

19%

Other

For further Information please contact the School Administrator
welcome@silvertree.wa.edu.au

Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human beings who are able of
themselves to impart purpose and direction to their lives. Rudolph Steiner
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