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School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   

  

  

News for the Silver Tree  
Steiner School Community 

This week I have been asked to confirm what our policy is in regard to food brought to 
school and appropriate birthday cakes to make. The school is inclusive of all students 
and therefore our policy is broad enough to suit everyone.  
 
By working together we can foster as a community, values about good health and 
nutrition while also increasing the children’s awareness about protecting our 
environment in as many ways as possible. Rudolf Steiner believed strongly that the food 
we eat affects not only our physical body but our mental and spiritual well being also. He 
wrote and talked about the temperaments of people and how each of us will be inclined 
to favour certain foods because they are essential to our health and balance. 
 
Here at Silver Tree we ask all parents to pack a healthy morning tea and lunch. We ask 
that we refrain from bringing along highly packaged products as it helps us to be 
environmentally wise.  
 
Children are permitted to bring a homemade birthday cake or muffins to school to share 
with their class for their birthday. We ask that you check with the class teacher before 
bringing the cake to make sure that there are no children in the class with specific 
allergies such as food preservatives and colourings, dairy, gluten etc. so that all class 
members can be included in the celebration. The class teachers will alert parents to any 
allergies that the children may have. It would be a good idea for parents to let the 
teacher know what is in the cake. Birthdays are very special occasions and the foods we 
eat at birthdays are often not the norm. It is good for children to learn that there are 
foods that we seldom eat. 
 
The sharing of food is something I hope will always be part of Steiner Schools. I noted 
this week that this is under threat in state schools where there is nervousness around 
food handling and compliances around ingredients. We can protect what we have by 
making sure that we do abide by what is our school’s policy. 
 
Deb Williams, 
School Administrator 

 

The light rains down. My king in this late summer hour; 
You reign within my heart as well, with growing power: 
You shine with strength. You gleam and glance and glisten. 
You lead me into depths where I, within the silence, learn and listen. 
And there you form life’s fruits, fruits good to eat, 
In weaving soul light warm, where they grow ripe and rich and sweet. 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Playgroup 
All Playgroup parents are invited to our next Early Childhood Parent evening. “ A Taste of Kindy”  which will be held 
in Lilly Pilly kindergarten on Thursday 14th March from 7.30 - 9 p.m. 
In fact all Playgroup parents are welcome to come to any festival or information night that we hold in Early 
Childhood. So please, feel free to read Early Childhood Chatter each week and know that we are talking to you as 
well.  
   
Parent Night - Thursday 14th March 
An Early Childhood parent night will be held in Lilly Pilly on Thursday 14th March from 7.30 to 9pm. We are calling it 
“A Taste of Kindy” and hope to give you just that as well as an opportunity to ask any questions you may have about 
the Early Childhood programme. We will start promptly at 7.30. If you would like to catch up with other parents over 
a hot drink then please arrive a little earlier. The kettle will be on! If you would like to speak specifically about your 
child then please make an appointment to speak to your teacher. 
 
Easter Festival - Thursday 28th March.  
Easter is early this year and Early Childhood will have their festival on Thursday 28th March. The festival will be held 
in the morning and school will finish for all Kindergarten children at the end of the festival.  More details will 
follow, so please watch this space. Parents are more than welcome at Festivals , in fact you are needed, so if you are 
unable to attend, do please either ask another parent from school or a relative/friend who is close to your child,  to 
come and be with your child during the festival.  Festivals are special times for the children and an opportunity for 
the children to share their school lives with you. We look forward to welcoming you all there. 
 
Jo and Paddy - Kindergarten teachers 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some photos of their class project 
models.  

 
 



__________________________________________________________ 
THE OFFICE ORACLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________

 
In speaking about the timetable you explained that two hours are spent daily with one 
subject.  This seems to be a long time.  Don’t the children get bored?   
 
Answer: A concentrated period of study of one subject daily for several weeks has 
many advantages.  The mind is not being continually deflected and the opportunity is 
given to deal with the subject in some depth.  It might be thought that two hours is too 
much but this is far from the case and often does not seem long enough.  Perhaps I 
should have said two hours or thereabouts.   
The morning begins with the recital of a verse and recitation or singing, so that with 

various incidentals there are not quite two hours available.  Then, although one subject is being taken there will be 
several activities.  There will be recapitulation or previous work, summaries to make in writing, practice of one sort 
or another, illustrating, and new material to absorb.  Much attention is paid to oral work and learning by 
conversation.  The activities are varied so that the many faculties of the human being are exercised.   
(Taken from “Questions and Answers on Rudolf Steiner Education” by Roy Wilkinson) 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Commencing Monday 11 March, the GEMs group will be on site working together on Silver Tree’s various gardening 
projects.  If you would like spend an enjoyable hour or so with others in our school community who love gardening 
and the environment, please join us. No need to RSVP, just bring your gloves and your hat and meet Kylie Ellis 
(Mitchell and Jasmine’s Mum) on site after school drop off. Children welcomed. See you there! 
 

Would you like to learn more about why Silver Tree is such a sustainable school? The Gardening and Environmental 
Management Group (GEM) invite you to a short tour of our sustainable building and gardening features.   
The date and time of the tour will be set depending on participant interest.   Please email Bronwyn Scallan (GEMS 
Coordinator) on bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au to register your interest.  
 

Please be aware that if you choose to withdraw your child from the NAPLAN testing this year, you must complete a 
form no later than Friday 26th April, 2013.  No late exemptions can be accepted.  Forms are available in the office. 

For your information, Lisa Devine (Anthroposophical Priest) is coming to Perth 14th - 17th March.  There will be a 
talk on the 14TH March from 7PM at the Perth Waldorf School hall. 
 

 
The town of Basssendean, City of Bayswater, City of Belmont, Shire of Kalamunda, Shire of Mundaring and the City of 
Swan in partnership with the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council will be holding a series of drop off days, where 
residents can dispose of computer and television items FREE of charge for RECYCLING, diverting them from landfill, 
reducing dumping and recovering valuable resources.  Accepted items include:  Televisions, Desktop PC and Laptop 
PC .  Please contact the relevant Shire Office for further details.   

Read all about it in the press release overleaf which was kindly prepared by Jo Thierfelder (mum of Henry in K4).  The 
photographs were taken by Lotus Kingston (dad to Amos K6 and Reign Class 3).  Thank you to both of you for helping 
to place Silver Tree and our initiatives in front of the wider community. 
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The Silver Tree Steiner School Fund Raising Committee for future building is up and running again.  We currently 
have about 10 members of the committee including a grandad and an ex Silver Tree parent.  Any more helpers from 
within the Silver Tree community are most welcome. You can join if you have ideas, energy, time and the passion to 
see STSS grow and flourish. Please contact Peter Grant for more details on 041 145 0784 or pag@westnet.com.au. 
Our next meeting is Saturday March 16th.  
  
Some exciting and fun projects are in the pipeline including Marijanna's FUN RUN and Peter's ART SHOW AND SALE 
to be held at the new Perth Waldorf School Hall at Bibra Lake much later in the year. More news on other events as 
they develop.  
  
A call out to all those budding artists and aspiring professionals - We are looking for contributions of original art 
works from any parents, friends or even students from the STSS community. These works will be donations to Silver 
Tree and then displayed and put up for sale and/or auction (we are hoping around June at PWS ). Even if you have an 
unwanted good quality painting lying around gathering dust in a studio or shed - we would very much appreciate the 
contribution. Maybe you have contacts with some supportive artists in the hills or beyond that would also like to 
contribute and display their work. We should be able to arrange framing if required and we can pick up if needed.  
  
The suggested theme at this stage: STEINER INSPIRED FROM THE HILLS. Hoping to get lots and lots of paintings and 
other art/craft work to go towards the next buildings at STSS. For more info, please email Peter on 
pag@westnet.com.au 
 

ARTICLE 
__________________________________________________________________________________

As we settle into Term 1, discussion around NAPLAN begins to appear in the media. Some parents will have strong 
opinions about the pros and cons of standardized testing whilst others may not have thought too deeply about the 
subject. However two questions need to be considered prior to our children sitting these tests – Is NAPLAN 
compulsory? And - Will sitting NAPLAN enhance your child’s educational outcomes? The first is easily answered, 
NAPLAN tests are not compulsory and parents are entitled to withdraw their children. The second question perhaps 
requires us to delve deeper.  
Parents are told that the primary purpose of the tests is to give them information about how well their child is 
developing fundamental skills in literacy and numeracy from a broader perspective. This can then help parents have 
an informed discussion with their child’s teachers about any potential problems. However, could we not achieve the 
same outcome without subjecting our children to tests which are not relevant or based on purposeful learning? 
NAPLAN as a one-off test can only cover a very small skill set. The numeracy test alone is challenging if a child 
struggles with reading and the tests themselves are social and culturally biased. Personally as a parent of a child who 
has sat the test twice, the test never told me anything that I did not already know about my child’s learning. 
The tests themselves are often misused, as students are subjected to numerous practice sessions as teachers feel the 
pressure to perform and teach to the test. We need to ask ourselves why our teachers are driven to these extremes?  
Teachers are skilled professionals who know that assessment needs to be meaningful and purposeful in order for it 
to be effective. Many educational professionals believe that NAPLAN is neither of these things. The tests do not give 
adequate feedback to teachers and parents. By the time the results arrive in October they are no longer relevant to 
student learning. Therefore is this undue stress on students and teachers healthy or beneficial? Who among you 
would say that a stressful learning or working environment is conducive to creative or meaningful outcomes?  
As community members we also need to consider how the data for these tests is being used in shaping Education 
Policy. This is possibly the most important reason to critically investigate the deeper role of NAPLAN. Last year our 
Kindergarten teachers had to take swift action to counteract the Western Australian Government’s change to the 
compulsory starting age. Suddenly the late start that Steiner parents’ value was under threat and poor Year 3 
NAPLAN data was being used to justify putting our children into fulltime schooling as young as four years. No one 
would doubt that education is key to improving the life chances of our most vulnerable members. However, we do 
need to question how a test administered over three days is going to address social inequity in our society? Could 
the money spent on administering these tests be put to better use? Perhaps to assist teachers to create engaging  
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learning environments that address the needs of the students in their community. Looking long term we need to 
think of the impact on future teachers who have grown up in these testing environments. Will this narrow focus on  
literacy and numeracy skills and the idea that ‘what can’t be measured is not important’ be normalised to the point 
where they do not question the sterile learning environments they are teaching in? 
Ultimately the decision is yours alone to make. However a teacher once said that it is not so much the time spent in 
front of the screen that worried her but what the child was missing out on whilst sitting there. Perhaps the same 
could be said for NAPLAN. It is not so much the test that bothers me but what meaningful learning opportunities the 
students are missing out on whilst practising for and sitting NAPLAN.  
There are many excellent websites to visit to help you make your choice such as Say No to NAPLAN. Why not 
exercise your democratic right to choose and read the press out there about the tests. We research the type of car 
we drive, our choice of suburb, the school we send our children to. Why not research and find out if this test is as 
helpful as it claims to be?  Ask yourself; at a time when more and more educational experts are lamenting about the 
negative impact of these testing regimes, why are Australian politicians so insistent our children sit them? Please 
visit the websites and read the research and then make a choice that is meaningful and sits with your values. As one 
of the sites quotes “History will remember us by the way we treat our children, not by results on NAPLAN tests.” 
 
Sarah Oliver(is researching NAPLAN and Government Policy as part of her Masters Degree) 

_________________________________________________________ 
POSITION VACANT 

We require specific days to be covered in our office. These time are Wednesday afternoons and all 
day Fridays. There may be some flexibility. 
Hours per week : 8hrs - School term time only 
When: Immediately – 18th December, 2013 
Position: School Office 
Essential: Computer skills, warm welcoming service oriented personality, able to work with staff 

and parents in a collaborative and confidential manner, able to work independently, take responsibility for particular 
facets of the school office operations where required. 
Salary: ~$23.00 p/h 
To Apply or for further information: Send cover letter and 2 page CV with the names of 2 referees to Deb Williams , 
School Administrator/Principal at admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au by 4pm Wednesday 6th March. 

__________________________________________________________ 
P&F 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
P&F are looking for a SHED CO-ORDINATOR. Are you wondering how you are going to clock up some PPS hours? Do 
you want to be more involved in the school communiis ty without committing too much of you time? This is the 
position for you! 
For more information, please contact Gabby Dadd grooveygab@gmail.com  (Our wonderful market coordinator and 
mum to Isobel in K5). 
Our annual school bush dance is getting closer. Watch this space for updates and information on how to become 
involved.  
The bush dance is a great fundraising initiative run by the P&F that is family and friend inclusive. 

mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hills Junior Hockey (run by Mundaring Women’s Hockey Club) will be running on Sundays from 10am to 11am at 
Chidlow Oval, starting 12th May 2013.  See the full advertisement in next week’s newsletter. 

Come and have fun with Evie (15), India (13) and Maizy (14) ex-students of Silver 
Tree.   We will be running a craft workshop on Saturday the 2nd March from 10-12am, ages five to twelve.  
We will be making great baskets with brightly coloured fabrics.  The workshop will be held at Maizy’s house, 715 
Glen Rd, Darlington.  The cost will be $15 per child or siblings $20.  Morning tea will be included. 
If you are interested please call Evie/India on 92989745 or Maizy on 92996161 or email to evieteaston@hotmail.com 
 

You may need the services of a local 
licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste Land 
Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

 is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

 An order form will be located in the notice board at the 
entrance to the school if any families would like to order bread during the school term. Orders are to be in by 
Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be delivered Thursday morning and will be outside the office awaiting collection.  
 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

“The creative life-forces within Rudolf Steiner's art of Eurythmy 
will awaken an appreciation for every changing moment in your life." 

 
Term One:  9th and 16th March 10:30-12:15 

Perth Waldorf School Hall 
Suggested Donation: $75 per term 

 
No Experience Necessary! 

Please ring Kristina Hamilton on 9335-9761 

a journey to the sources of creativity 
If you ever wanted to involve yourself in the same great stories, myths and legends as your children, but on an adult 
level, then this creative writing course is for you.  The course is held at the Perth Waldorf School every Saturday from 
9.30am -12.00 noon by Horst Kornberger, tutor at Rudolf Steiner College Perth and the author of ‘The Power of 
Stories’, ‘Global Hive’ and ‘The Writer’s Passage.’ 

Visit www.thewritingconnection.com.au 
email horstkornberger@gmail.com or phone Horst 9331 1880. 
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This workshop (“the secret to health, energy and vitality”) is also being offered on Friday 1st March 
from 7pm to 8.30pm due to popular demand.


