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Term 1 Dates 
Tuesday 5

th
 Feb to  

Friday 19
th

 April, 2013 
 
Market Day 
Every Thurs from 2.15pm 
 
Lisa Devine talk 
Thursday 14

th
 March at 

7pm @ PWS 
 
Bush Dance 
Saturday 13

th
 April 

Venue and time TBA 
 
Easter 
Good Friday 29

th
 March 

to Monday April 1 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   

  

  

News for the Silver Tree  
Steiner School Community 

Something I hold dear to my heart and something that has formed me as a person 
throughout my journey in life has been the influence of one particular teacher and 
school. This teacher inspired in me the will to also become a teacher. He also gave to me 
the most important positive memories of school life. The school I attended at the time 
was very small comprised of only 40 students. By the time I reached the last class there 
were only 6 children in the final year: 3 males and 3 females. We knew we were a small 
bunch but we were proud of our school and happy in our school work. When we 
completed our last school year we were enormously proud that we’d completed the 
journey. We still meet and talk about those good old days in that wee little school. And it 
is undeniably the key reason I have been drawn to work for small schools. 
This was not to say that there were moments when we looked out into the neighbouring 
world and saw bigger schools with bigger play fields, we did. It is normal to look beyond 
what we have to seek greater things elsewhere.  What we have here in our school is not 
something that is easy to quantify. It exists between us as we relate to each other. The 
relationships children form at this stage are precious, more precious than gold. They 
serve children for the rest of their lives.  
As parents we are the custodians of our child’s education. Children are living in the 
present and can only see what is happening now. We have the experience of life and 
work behind us and can make informed decisions about what is needed for a child’s 
education.  
This year is the last year for Class 7 students at Silver Tree Steiner School as the intake to 
High School starts earlier. It is also the last year for Pilgrims and it will be a very special 
journey that will never be repeated but will live on as a special time in the life of your 
child for years to come. My dear wish for these students and their teacher, Yvette 
Ghouse is that they all sail through their year to graduate together in December.  
 
Deb Williams 
Administrator 
 
 
 

In striving forth toward the goal, 
I feel new firmness in my soul. 
The I-of-God in knowing sight 
Fills all my will with gleaming light. 
And in the depths, the radiant glow, 
By bringing light to darkness, makes the good fruit glow 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attention all Playgroup Parents:  
A reminder that this week’s parent evening “A Taste of Kindy” is for Playgroup parents as much as the Kindergarten 
parents.  
Thursday 14th March at 7.30 prompt in Lilly Pilly.  
Paddy and Jo will take you through a typical kindergarten morning. Come and have some fun, be nourished and learn 
about life in kindergarten at Silver Tree.  
 
EASTER FESTIVAL 
Our Early Childhood Easter Festival will be held on Thursday 28th March at 11 a.m.  School will end for ALL early 
childhood children, (Woylies, Possums and Rainbows) immediately after the Festival.  We understand that working 
parents are sometimes not able to arrange to be present at Festivals. If this is the case for you, we do ask you to 
please line up another parent to look after and share the festival with your child, or perhaps ask a loved 
Grandparent, Aunt or Uncle to come in your place. It is important every child has an adult with them. 
 
This is in fact the first Easter Festival we have celebrated in Early Childhood as a whole community on our new land, 
as last year Jo and Paddy were away.  So this festival will be a new one, inspired by our Easter trip to the 
Goetheanum in Switzerland in 2012. 
 
As always we have revisited some of the pictures that are often associated with Easter and asked ourselves if they 
are still relevant. For example you might see us carrying brightly coloured crosses with a circle around the cross. 
What do these signify? Well in fact nothing to do with the traditional church view of a cross. The vertical line, the 
stick we hold, symbolizes two things, both the power of the spirit as it strives to work with humanity and the striving 
of humanity to be the best it can be. The power of the Spirit comes down to us and our striving is reaching up to the 
Spirit.   The horizontal line is a picture of the reaching out of humanity across the earth. It is an infinite line and holds 
all of humanity.   It signifies the oneness of humanity on the earth.  We are all united in our striving. The circle is a 
joining of the two. This is the mystery of the Festival of Easter. When the power of the spirit, the striving of humanity 
to reach the Spirit, and the earth in its humanness, are all moving with the one intent, then we will understand the 
mystery of Easter.  
 
Revisiting these ideas each year as we do enlivens our work with the Festival. These are not ideas to share with 
young children, or even Primary children, but by wrestling with them ourselves we will be more engaged and this will 
make the festival more engaging and memorable for the children in our care.  
 
Preparations for any festival are as important for building memories as the festival itself. We will be painting eggs 
with the children and organising other surprises. Please could you arrange to send your child in with three blown 
eggs before 18th March. This allows for breakages and spares.  Thank you.   If you have never blown an egg before it 
isn’t too difficult. Soften the shells a little by soaking the eggs in vinegar water for half an hour and then make a hole 
in each end of the egg with a needle.  Make one hole bigger than the other and use the needle to pierce the yolk.  
Blow through the smaller of the holes and catch the egg white and yolk as they come out of the bigger hole. If it 
doesn’t flow out easily, pierce the yolk again until it comes out without having to be blown too hard.  Good luck. 
Please bring the eggs in and give them to your child’s teacher or assistant.  A special thank you to the Waste Wise 
schools program and Bronwyn, ( Mum of Leah in K5 and Alicia in Class2) for procuring a compost tumbler for the 
kindergartens. Now on the days when our scraps are not collected by the Pilgrims for the worms we can make out 
own compost for our flowers and vegies.  
 
We are so lucky to have so many parents who work away at these kinds of projects behind the scenes for us. Thank 
you all.  
 
OVERHEARD IN KINDY 
One child: “ I am not a baby. I don’t want to be a baby” 
Second child: “ Well you will be in your next life” 



________________________________________________________ 
THE OFFICE ORACLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Question: Are fairy stories good for children?  Are they not mere fancies of the brain which will 
give children a distorted view of life? 
 
Fairy stories, real fairy stories are one of the most potent means of educating young children.  
They contain wisdom in picture form, give instruction and understanding of the world to 
children, and develop a moral sense.  The good must win and the bad be defeated.  This 
inculcates a sense of justice.  What is the striving of the prince for his princess and the 

overcoming of obstacles but a picture of life – the human being striving towards an ideal?  What is the often-
repeated picture of being lost in the forest but an allegory for our own troubles in this material world, and what are 
the beings we meet with, both helpful and hindering, but the conflicting forces with which we have to contend in 
life?  One could mention “Pilgrim’s Progress” in the same line of thought as a very powerful educational medium at 
about the age of ten.  The language may be a little archaic but this can be remedied.   
Sometimes people object to the  “horrible” in fairy stories.  The “horrible” belongs to life and often represents the 
wicked which has to be overcome.  The giant having his head chopped off may cause a gory mess in the adult mind, 
but the child does not think in such detail.   
The moral of the story should never be explained to children.  Let the picture be effective by itself. 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to extend my gratitude to the parents, The Silver Tree Board and the staff for their love and support of 
me in my illness. The Board has arranged for me to rest and also to continue some of my work from home. The 
school needs leadership and support in my absence; therefore at times Cameron Eglington will be standing in for me. 
Cameron has held in a number of leadership positions and was recently High School Coordinator at Perth Waldorf 
School.   He already has a connection with staff with his recent training of teachers in Senior First Aide. I ask you to 
make him welcome during his work here.  
 
Dawn Steel, our bursar, has returned from maternity leave feeling well enough again to take on the role of bursar 
within our school.  We’d like to extend our thanks to Lorraine Loveland for her work as bursar in the time that Dawn 
was away.   
Deb Williams 

Becoming more waste wise  - new compost bins - Silver Tree now has two new compost bins; one located in Lily Pily 
kindy for composting of food scraps from both Lily Pily and Gumnut kindys ,and one in the vegetable garden area for 
composting of food scraps from primary cooking classes.  These compost bins have been purchased with funds from 
our waste wise schools grant.  
Composting will turn our organic waste into a rich nutritious food for our school vegetable gardens as well as reduce 
the amount of waste going into our green bin and ultimately to landfill.  
The bins are twin tumbling bins. They have they been chosen as they are able to be filled and turned easily by 
children. They have a two chamber design which means one batch can cure whilst you keep adding to the other 
chamber, good ventilation and they are rodent proof. Next time you are passing, feel free to add some straw and 
tumble our compost; every tumble helps break down the organic matter more quickly. 
As a fund raising initiative, GEMs will be investigating selling this bin and/or other Maze compost bins at a 
discounted price to members for the school community. The tumbling compost bin will cost $175(RRP is $169 plus 
postage). Please contact Bronwyn on bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au if you are interested in finding out more.  
A Bokashi bin has been purchased for playgroup to compost their scraps “in-house”. Waste ferments inside the 
bokashi bin, reducing it in volume as the water content of the waste drains through the grate in the bottom of the 
bucket.  The juice produced is alive with micro-organisms and can be used in the playgroup garden. When the bucket 
is full, the waste is transferred outside and buried beneath the soil to complete the composting process.  



Recycling - Please remember that our big yellow recycling bin next to the office is only for waste that can be 
recycled. Recyclable waste includes only plastics which have a recycling symbol on them (any number), cardboard, 
toilet rolls, paper (not tissues), newspapers, glass, aluminum cans and tins. Tuna cans and other containers that have 
food residue left inside need to be rinsed first before placed into the recycling bins. Small recycling bins are also 
available in the classrooms for your use. Thank you.  
Bronwyn Scallan (GEMS coordinator)

Please be aware that if you choose to withdraw your child from the NAPLAN testing this year, you must complete a 
form no later than Friday 18th April, 2013.  Please note the date change.  No late exemptions can be accepted.  
Forms are available in the office. 

  

If you have energy, time and the passion to join the committee and help with the organising of fundraising events to 
raise money for the expansion of the school, then please come and join us at our next meeting on Saturday March 
16th.  Please contact Peter Grant for more details on 0411 450 784 or pag@westnet.com.au. 
  
One fundraising event which is being organised is an art sale/auction.  So…we are now looking for contributions of 
original art works from any parents, friends or even students from the STSS community. It can be an original painting 
that you have painted, one that you have purchased and are happy to donate, or one or more from an artist you may 
know who is happy to donate their work. We should be able to arrange framing if required and we can pick up if 
needed. These works will be donations to Silver Tree and then displayed and put up for sale and/or auction at Perth 
Waldorf School.  We are hoping to raise in excess of $30,000 which will go a long way toward funding new 
classrooms.  Please email Peter on pag@westnet.com.au 

_________________________________________________________ 
POSITION VACANT 

 
  West Coast Steiner School, Western Australia 

Term Two 2013 
We have three vacant teaching positions starting Term 2 2013. 

 

    Kindergarten Teacher (K5 & 6):  This is a permanent .9 position four days a week Monday 
to Thursday.  We seek a caring, warm and enthusiastic teacher, who will have an 
experienced assistant and up to twenty-three 5 and 6 year old children. 

 Kindergarten Teacher (K4 & 5):  This is a permanent .9 position four days a week 
Monday to Thursday.  We seek a warm, caring and enthusiastic teacher, who will have an 
experienced assistant and up to twenty 4 and 5 year old children. 

 Class 3 Teacher:  This is a permanent, full-time position for a caring, dedicated and 
creative applicant with experience in Steiner Education and a deep interest in 
Anthroposophy and personal development.  We seek a teacher who has good 
communication skills, including the ability and willingness to work respectfully with 
colleagues and parents and a commitment to ongoing professional development.  Class 
Teachers must be registered with the Teacher Registration Board of Western Australia 
(TRBWA) (previously WACOT) or equivalent.  

 
West Coast Steiner School is an independent Steiner school in the northern suburbs of 
Perth, Western Australia, ten minutes from the Indian Ocean with approximately 200 
kindergarten and primary school children aged between 3 and 13.We are a full member of 
Steiner Education Australia and provide a full Waldorf education program please see our 
website:  wcss.wa.edu.au.Please apply in writing including a letter of introduction, a 
curriculum vitae and names and contact details of three professional referees to the 

Education Coordinator, Jenny Hill, education@wcss.wa.edu.au 
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                   



CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor 
and active supporter of the 
Silver Tree Steiner School.   
Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 
or email pag@westnet.com.au 
to discuss.  
 

 is a local 
not-for-profit organisation. 
Our volunteers have grown 
fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. 
We avoid pesticides whenever 
possible, only using organically 
acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being 
overwhelmed. You can find us 
at the Silver Tree market each 
Thursday of the school term. 

 An 
order form will be located in 
the notice board at the 
entrance to the school if any 
families would like to order 
bread during the school term. 
Orders are to be in by 
Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be 
delivered Thursday morning 
and will be outside the office 
awaiting collection.  
 

  

My father is returning to South Africa & is able to take a suitcase full of children's clothes & shoes.  These will go to 
the Hermanus Swap Shop, an initiative set up in the township outside Hermanus, whereby children collect 
recyclable items (plastic bottles, plastic bags, cans, tins etc) which are then sent off for recycling.  The children are 
able to "swap" these items for something from the Swap Shop.  Most of these children do not have shoes. Coats 
would be welcome too.  Any robust clothes and shoes would be greatly appreciated.  Please put the items in 
the cardboard box labelled Swap Shop on the shop verandah.  Many thanks for your help. 
Robyn Smith 
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