
 

Easter is fast approaching and there is much expectation of this in our community. We 
see almost directly after Christmas the commercial world around us gearing up to fleece 
our pockets of money. Cheap chocolate ‘eggs” in an array of shapes, colours and flavours 
almost overwhelm us as we go into local shops and supermarkets. It is hard to 
remember at times what it is all truly about. For me it is even hard to remember a time 
when chocolate was an expensive commodity and therefore a real surprise and treat at 
Easter time. 
This week as we approach the equinox we will experience an awareness of the change in 
seasons as we begin to turn ourselves inward toward winter. The days begin to cool 
down and daylight hours decrease. As the rains finally fall after the long hot summer in 
WA we almost feel a kind of rejuvenation as our endemic plants begin to grow, some 
flower and others seed. The ants are busy, the mice seek shelter( often in our homes) 
and ponds teem with tadpoles.  
Steiner has many interesting things to say about the time of Easter and the Christ Being 
which adults would find very interesting reading. We have some of these lectures on our 
parent library shelf.  Observance of the equinox and Easter is not restricted to a singular 
religion. The way we celebrate this festival in Steiner schools is inclusive and tolerant of 
all religions and cultures and is brought to the children through stories, music, crafts and 
cooking. 
In the olden days, the Easter time was the start of the new year, putting away the past 
history and moving into a new epoch. Families still can sense this great moment and 
often the traditional celebrations of Easter are carried forward into the present day, with 
ancient symbols of rabbits, chicks, eggs, and certain cultural foods. 
Whether you are religious or merely a person that likes to stay in tune with the 
environment and its changes it is good to take stock of what it is all about. The simple 
things speak to children the most. Taking quality time with your family to mark the 
transition from Summer to Autumn will be worth your while for out of this interest will 
come the golden memories of childhood.  
“Festivals are meant to link the human soul with all that lives and weaves in the great 
universe. We feel our souls expanding in a new way during these days………..it is the time 
of the year…….that human souls can find that there lives………..in the innermost core of 
their being, a fount of eternal, divine existence”  Spiritual Bells of Easter, Rudolf Steiner  
 

Though much is changing, I stand strong 
And in the darkness, shine. 
For sleep, the plants and creatures long 
But I have work divine. 
For sun seeds golden I’ll be sowing, 
Warmly from my heart’s depth’s glowing, 
Into winter’s icy flowing. 
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Term 1 Dates 
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th
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th

 April, 2013 
 
Market Day 
Every Thurs from 2.15pm 
 
Early Childhood Easter 
Festival 
Thursday 28

th
 March at 

11am 
 
Primary Easter Festival 
Thursday 28

th
 March 

8.30am to 2.15pm 
 
Bush Dance 
Saturday 20

th
 April 

Venue and time TBA 
 
Easter 
Good Friday 29

th
 March 

to Monday April 1 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

A select group of interested parents braved the first thunderstorm of the year for ‘A Taste of Kindy”. It was lovely to 
have parents of Rainbows, Possums, Woylies and especially Playgroup children represented. Everyone who came 
had a good laugh at something and hopefully went home with a new snippet of information or a warm fuzzy feeling. 
We made bread, crab walked around the circle, watched a puppet show and played a couple of clapping games in 
between talking about the whats and whys of what we do in a day at kindy. Thank you all for joining in with such 
great good humour. 
 
Lunches 
Please send nutritious lunches for your Rainbow children. We are a waste wise school so we ask you to consider 
decanting from large containers into reusable ones, rather than sending in smaller containers to throw away. Small 
home baked treats are acceptable and add variety to your child’s lunch. Please don’t send in any bought high sugar 
foods or chocolate. Your child needs protein and vitamins to sustain them through their afternoons.  
 
Nuts are often a go to for hungry children. Please refrain from sending peanuts. We are a peanut and coconut free 
zone. Thank you.  
 
Easter Festival 
If Kindergarten families haven’t brought in their three blown eggs, please do so as soon as possible. The teachers 
have boxes to keep them in.  
The Easter Festival will be held on Thursday 28th March at 11 a.m.  School will end for ALL early childhood 
Children, (Woylies, Possums and Rainbows) immediately after the Festival.  We understand that working parents 
are sometimes not able to arrange to be present at Festivals. If this is the case we do ask you to please line up 
another parent to look after your child, or perhaps ask a loved Grandparent, Aunt or Uncle to come in your place.  
This is in fact the first Easter Festival we have celebrated in Early Childhood as a whole community on our new 
land,as last year Jo and Paddy were away.  So this festival will be a new one, inspired by our Easter trip to the 
Goetheanum in Switzerland. We look forward to welcoming ALL early childhood families. Yes Playgroup families, 
this means you too.  
 
Class Carers 
Both Lilly Pilly and Gumnut Kindergartens are looking for Class Carers. When we raised this at the parent night a 
great suggestion was made, that perhaps it is a role that could be shared and split between several families. Each 
class would need a Class Carer coordinator, whose role would be to keep in touch with all the other coordinators and 
with the teachers. The other roles might be: Market coordinator, Roster and telephone tree coordinator, Social 
coordinator, someone to welcome new parents and help them settle and network and Odd Job man/woman 
someone to step up to any other jobs that from time to time arise. For instance, Jo is looking for someone who might 
eb able to go to Ikea for her. Taking on any of these roles would see you well on your way to fulfilling all your Parent 
Participation requirements. Our first 5 weeks of market start next term so P and F Market organiser, Gabby, ( mum 
of Izzy in Gumnut) is especially keen to hear from someone who can take this on. If you are interested in helping in 
any way, please speak to either Paddy or Jo. Thank you.  

 
 

After heavy rains last week it was wonderful 
to get out into the garden for our Friday 
garden lesson with Jorg and our parent 
helpers Sheoka and Bronwyn.   Jorg showed 
the class how to use the small weather 
station near the herb spiral and there was 
much counting as we measured how much 
rain had fallen in one day and night! The 
class now work in garden groups with the 
self appointed titles of: The Garden Buddies, 
The Excellent Bananas, The Silver Kids and 



The Mangoes. These groups focused on different tasks and after an hour of hard 
work and many laughs, many jobs were completed including weeding, soil 
transportation and seedling planting.  We wait in anticipation for our next garden 
lesson but in the meantime we are also working on a building project with 
Marijanna.  Perhaps you have noticed the small pile of bricks outside our 
classroom? Take note - as that pile will be growing ever higher and transforming 
into an attractive and practical structure. Mmm, what could it be? 
Anna Brindal 

 

The Pilgrims are getting on so well with their rowing. Yesterday, before 
setting out upriver, the children all had a chance to practice the complete 
co-ordination of the whole rowing stroke on Ergos - rowing machines. 
Once this was looking good, we got out onto the river. Getting used to the 
correct sequencing of using arms, legs and body with a sliding seat going forwards and backwards, the fine 
balance required, the feathering and squaring of the blades takes a lot of concentration. Well done 
everyone. We are covering greater and greater distances more elegantly each week! 

  

__________________________________________________________ 
THE OFFICE ORACLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Question: Is there a Steiner High School in Perth? 
Yes, there is, called Perth Waldorf High School in the suburb of Bibra Lake.  They offer Class 
Seven (from 2015) through to graduation in Class Twelve.  The school offers a caring community 
of teachers and peers.  The education is committed to strengthening the individuality of 
children and preparing them for the challenges of the future.  Offering a rich and diverse 
curriculum in the sciences, mathematics, literature, humanities, history, arts, practical studies 
and physical education does this.  If you’d like to know more, please talk to Deb or Cameron 



NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kylie Ellis has worked all Summer keeping the water on our precious plants and lawn. 
Many hours go into this work, many more than we can pay for. This year the school 
with the help of Parents and Friends Association have initiated the Gardening role. At 
this point in time it is only 4 hours. In future we hope to expand this. This means that 
Kylie cannot possibly cover all the tasks by herself. Her role is to maintain what we 
already have and to help coordinate parent help in this area. Could you see her if you 
feel that you can help.  
 
Kylie drenched with the glorious rain we had. 
 
 

There has been another confirmed case of nits in the kindergarten. Please check your child's hair tonight and weekly 
for at least three weeks to make sure that we get rid of them!. If you find nits please do not return your child to 
school until they have been treated. Treating once is not enough. They need to be treated weekly at least for three 
weeks. Good luck and share remedies with friends. Changing your treatment can sometimes be the way to finally 
clear your child's head. Thank you. 

 
 

Emma, Andrew, Poppy, Fraya & Olive Ritchie welcomed  "Miss Tilly Pearl 
Ritchie" into their lives on March 14th @ 8:16pm weighing 3.6 kg (8lb) & 53 cm.  
We would like to sincerely thank the wonderful Silvertree Community for all the 
love & support given to our family at this special time.  
 
AND 
 

Kristin, Matthew and big sisters Emily (Class 3), Sophia (Class 1), Madeline (Lilly Pilly K5), and Josephine (age 2) 
welcomed Cecilia Savannah Larson Bartlett into their lives on Thursday, March 14, 2013, at 2:01am at home in 
water.  She weighed 8 lb 8 oz and was 20 1/2 inches long.    

To Samantha Jenks (mum to Jack Jenks in Wayfarers) for coming in to the office and photocopying all those music 
files for our teachers.  It was a pleasure having you quietly working away in the office, and it is a huge help to our 
teaching staff who just did not have the time to do it. 
  

I had the pleasure to attend a “kindy” parent night with Jo & Paddy last Wednesday, and what an eye opener it was. 
Seeing the focus and nurturing nature these two ladies put into our children was an eye opener for me, I have 
attended a few playgroup days with my son – Callum so had a view of the Steiner education in motion. 
The way these ladies (and Steiner) grip the attention of our little people minds to have them focused and then 
release them to “breathe out” and expel energy while learning the way of this world was inspirational.  
After this evening I came away with a clearer view of what the Steiner education will do for my boys and have no 
reservation on continuing  at Silver Tree. 
John Steel, dad to Callum and Oscar  
 

Commencing Monday 11 March, the GEMs group will be on site working together on Silver Tree’s various gardening 
projects.     If you would like spend an enjoyable hour or so with others in our school community who love gardening 
and the environment, please join us. No need to RSVP, just bring your gloves and your hat and meet Kylie Ellis 
(Mitchell and Jasmine’s Mum) on site after school drop off.   Children welcomed.   See you there! 



Scarecrow Making Workshop and Busy Bee   
Our vege garden would love the company of many a scarecrow! GEMS invites your children to join us in creating 
some funky colourful scarecrows. Whilst your children are “crafting” an original scarecrow, Mums and Dads are 
invited to assist GEMS to set up the extension to the vegetable garden.  
  
Our busy bee will be held on the morning of Saturday 04 May (the Saturday before school starts again for term 2), 
and will include a complimentary sausage sizzle. Please put this important date in your diary – it will be an exciting 
and creative morning and a lot of fun for all. (Further details to be posted). See you there!  
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS Coordinator. 

  
HILLS NIGHT HOCKEY Grand Final - Exciting news! 

Yes ! The awesome Silver Tree Strikers have made it into the U13's Grand Final this thursday!  This is a huge 
achievement so well done to Alfie, Anjelique, Asher, Aurelia, Cameron, Dominic, Gabriel, Jack, Lewis, Mason, & 
Tahlia….we will be cheering you on from the sidelines loudly!    If anyone would like to come and cheer the team on 
we are playing at the Mundaring Recreation Ground hard courts at 7.15pm Thursday (tomorrow night).  All welcome. 
 If your child is interested in hills night hockey for next season this is a good opportunity to come & see what it’s all 
about……Go Strikers! 

 – please return all Library Books 
The School Library is ready to undertake its annual stock-take.  In order to assist in this process kindly return all 
outstanding books to the office at your earliest convenience.  The library will be temporarily closed for a few weeks 
during this process.   Apologies for any inconvenience, and please feel free to contact us should you have any queries 
(or desperately need to borrow a particular book). Thanks for your assistance. 
Tanya Poynter & Mei Bing Toh 
(0438737451)  (0404136215) 

_________________________________________________________ 
POSITIONS VACANT 

 

 
2 Days per week 

 
When: Beginning Term 2 

 
Position: School Office, job share with Registrar 

 
Essential: Computer skills, warm welcoming service oriented personality, able to work with staff and 

parents in a collaborative and confidential manner, able to work independently, take responsibility for 
particular facets of the school office operations where required. 

 
To Apply or for further information: Send cover letter and 2 page CV with the names of 2 referees to 

Deb Williams, School Administrator/Principal: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au  
by 4:00 pm Wednesday 3rd April, 2013 
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

 
Raising Teenage Girls for Dads Wednesday 17th April 6.30-9 $25.00 

The father-daughter relationship is particularly important during the teenage years to help girls 
navigate this difficult time.  Find out how you can build a more rewarding relationship with your 
teenage daughter.  For further information please ring 9489 6322 

School: Silver Tree Steiner School 
 

Applications Close: Friday, April 5, 2013 
 

Professional Appointment 
 

Administrator for K-6 School 
 

Applications are invited for the position of School Administrator to join the Silver Tree Steiner 
School located on 20 acres in the Perth Hills of Western Australia. The school is committed to 
provide a Steiner education for Kindergarten to Class 6. We have strong enrolments, a 
dedicated staff and a magnificent natural bush setting. We wish to develop a self-sufficient 
school using sound ecological principles. The community is establishing an orchard, 
regenerating wetlands and making connections with the indigenous heritage of the area. The 
Administrator must have a willingness to be active in the community to lead the school into 
the next stage of development. 
 
Ideally, the successful applicant will have previous experience in school management, possess 
an enthusiasm for Steiner Education and have a positive, can-do approach. The School 
Administrator is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the school and must be able to 
work collaboratively to develop the school community. We are seeking a person who is a 
highly competent communicator, willing to connect with the local community and able to 
manage financial as well as educational requirements of this leadership position. 
 
Please provide a CV and cover letter to: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au detailing your 
experience in school management and Steiner Education. You will need to address how you 
will support the positive growth of the school and include names of three referees. Apply by 
Friday, 5th April 5pm. 
 
Please contact Vivienne Howson : 0407 801 139 for information 
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CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

Close to shops, public transport, Nollamara Steiner school.  Generous 3bdrm, 1bath gorgeous cottage house with 
HUGE backyard, fruit trees and vege patches ready to plant. Floor boards and slate.   Aircon, fans and wood fire. Big 
6 by 4m shed out back.  Available 25th April. $600 per week. 

 

Mini Easter Sale starts Monday 25 March 
www.unfurlclothing.com.au 
 

 
 

You may need the services of a local 
licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste Land 
Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
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 is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

 An order form will be located in the notice board at the 
entrance to the school if any families would like to order bread during the school term. Orders are to be in by 
Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be delivered Thursday morning and will be outside the office awaiting collection.  

  

My father is returning to South Africa & is able to take a suitcase full of children's clothes & shoes.  These will go to 
the Hermanus Swap Shop, an initiative set up in the township outside Hermanus, whereby children collect 
recyclable items (plastic bottles, plastic bags, cans, tins etc) which are then sent off for recycling.  The children are 
able to "swap" these items for something from the Swap Shop.  Most of these children do not have shoes. Coats 
would be welcome too.  Any robust clothes and shoes would be greatly appreciated.  Please put the items in 
the cardboard box labelled Swap Shop on the shop verandah.  Many thanks for your help. 
Robyn Smith 
 

  
Is now taking bookings for 
groups. The Café is a great 
venue catering up to 50 
people seated and many 
more for a cocktail/stand 
up function. If your group is 
looking for an affordable 
and beautiful venue to host 
a celebration why not 
consider having it at the 

Lake. Reflections café has been newly refurbished and menus can be created for the type of function you are 
holding. Whether it is Devonshire Tea, a Birthday Celebration, Volunteer Recognition or the end of season wind up, 
Reflections Café is now a great local choice.   
Entry into the Lake is now free making Lake Leschenaultia both a beautiful destination and very cost effective.  
http://www.mundaring.wa.gov.au/YourCommunity/RecreationAndLeisure/Pages/LakeLeschenaultia.aspx 
Feel free to contact me with any questions, regards,  
Cathryn Hewitt 
Community Development Advisor|Shire of Mundaring  
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