
Last week I had talks with two representatives from the Mundaring Shire about existing 
concerns we have for pedestrians making their way to school along Roland Road. The Shire 
will put a proposal to Main Roads on our behalf to lengthen the 40 Km zone and improved 
signage warning motorists to slow down. In the meantime we ask parents walking with their 
children or cyclists to take special care to keep to the shoulder of the road. This is a narrow 
road and not all motorists are law abiding.  
Our own road is deteriorating badly and this is on schedule to be resealed in April. I would 
like to thank parents who are reverse parking as this is how we can keep our children safer in 
the car parking area. You will notice as the school grows, the need for more parking bays. 
There are plans to create an overflow area. The staff have also begun to park further up the 
hill in order to allow parents to have a larger drop off area. It helps if the traffic flows in a 
timely manner. We ask that, while you have children in your care, talking between parents 
occurs at Silver Blossoms or inside the school.  
On Monday I attended the Principal’s Meeting at the Mundaring Shire offices. This is a good 
meeting to network with all principals as well as Shire Services. One of the topics covered 
included Glen Forrest Primary School’s recent experience of fire evacuation. It was very 
useful hearing this feedback. Probably the most pertinent point was around communication. 
Social media such as face-book and twitter added enormously to confusion, misinformation 
and at times, panic. It is important to remain as calm as possible in these situations and 
ensure that information is accurate. We can only successfully evacuate a school full of staff 
and children by making sure that information is gathered to one single point. In case of 
evacuation, our Facebook site will publish the information given to us by FESA and DFES. We 
will also put out SMS and email alerts. In summary, the principal of Glen Forrest felt that the 
way the fire evacuation was managed was done reasonably well by the Shire, FESA and DFES 
within a 50 minute time frame. The principals highlighted the importance of also informing 
all other schools in the vicinity. It was acknowledged that often staff and parents share 
different schools with their children and work and also at times had a home and pets in the 
fire zone that they would be worried about.  
Also last week the Planning and Development Committee with the help of Dawn Steel (our 
Bursar) helped to prepare the new Capital Grants Applications. This is an enormous amount 
of work and I wish to express our thanks particularly to Marijanna Smith, Peter Grant and 
Dawn for their time and dedication.  The processes for gaining new buildings are now 
underway.  The first of these will be the next pre-primary building (adjacent to the Kindy 
Buildings) and the other will be the fifth primary building. The funds gained from this source 
are usually only a percentage of what is required. Therefore there is much work to be done 
with clever budgeting and savings and also very energetic fundraising. If you are considering 
joining a fund-raising committee or the P&F, this is a good time to get involved.  
This week culminates in our Easter Festivals on Thursday. The school finish time for 
Kindergarten is 12.30pm and the finish time for primary is 2:15 pm. Easter is a time when 
many parents and children travel away for short holidays. I urge parents to take it easy on 
the roads. Enjoy the ride and we’ll see you all back safe and sound next Tuesday morning.  
Wishing you all a very lovely family time over Easter, 
Deb Williams, School Administrator. 
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School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   
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Calendar of the Soul 
Though much is changing, I stand strong  
And in the darkness, shine 
For sleep, the plants and creatures long 
But I have work divine 
 
For sun- seeds golden I’ll be sowing, 
Warmly from my heart’s depth’s glowing, 
Into the winter’s icy flowing. 
 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us so well by bringing in blown eggs. They have been put to good use as 
you will have discovered when you came to school this week. 
 
We would like to thank you also for the enthusiasm with which you responded to calls for help last week. Jo now has 
someone to go to Ikea for her, a market coordinator for Lilly Pilly and a Social secretary and carer of new families. 
Thank you to Rebecca (Mum of Lila), Kristy (Mum of Lincoln and Lennon, an expert having been a market coordinator 
for Anna ) and Tracey ( Mum of  Gemma and Ruby). Lilly Pilly still needs someone to be the general coordinator and 
someone to make up the telephone tree. If you could help with either of these important jobs please speak to Jo as 
soon as possible. Gumnut is still waiting for people to step forward. If you do have a few hours to spare, taking on 
one of these roles will ensure that your parent participation hours are well and truly covered, and often without 
having to come to school. 
 
Can I also thank Hayley for supporting us so brilliantly from the office when we prepare parent nights and festivals, 
and a special thank you to Andy Lavell who came in and sorted out the glitch in the Lilly Pilly phone, which hasn’t 
worked since the solar panels went in, and is now working marvelously.  
 
I expect that by the time you read this you will be at home after having attended the Easter Festival. If not, the 
Easter Festival is Thursday 28th March at 11 a.m. and school closes for all kindergarten children after the festival. 
 
After Easter, Jo is taking some family leave. Lilly Pilly will be well looked after in her absence by Kristy and Merveena. 
Many of you may remember Merveena from her last visit, this time last year when she filled in for Paddy. We are so 
lucky to have her back with us as she brings her own magical games and circles. Welcome back Merveena.   Jo will 
return in the last week of term and will no doubt be astonished at how much the children have grown up and 
changed in her short absence.  

 

KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS 
For those of you who have been asking for our delicious Easter Biscuit Recipe 
- here it is, just over the page!  This recipe has been handed down in Di Hill's 
family for many years and she now makes these biscuits with her 
grandchildren. Thank you Di for sharing such a special recipe with us.  
 
The class is now in the last week of their math main lesson and have learned 
so many new things! Next week, we begin our Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories 
Main Lesson - I can't wait. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful Easter, filled with special moments with your 
children. 
 
Anna Brindal 



EASTER BISCUITS 
 

85g of butter 
70 g of castor sugar 

1 egg 
170g self - raising flour 

40 g currants 
16g mixed peel 

1 Tbsp milk 
Pinch of salt 

Castor sugar for top of biscuits 
 

1.     Cream the butter and sugar and beat in the egg yolk. 
2.     Sift the flour with salt and fold in the creamed 

mixture with currants and peel. 
3.     Add milk to make a soft dough and then knead 

lightly. 
4.     Roll out with a rolling pin and cut out using shapes. 

5.     Place on oiled trays. 
6.     Bake for 10 minutes, brush biscuits with egg white, 

sprinkle with sugar and bake for a further 10 minutes 
7.     Cool on wire rack. 

 

  
 

 

WAYFARERS 

The past three weeks have seen the Wayfarers on an interesting and 
colourful journey through the history of writing. We have been 
indigenous people crushing rocks to create paint and Ancient Sumerians 
making clay tablets to indicate how many sheep or dogs we own. We 
have been Ancient Egyptians crushing reeds to create brushes, carving 
bamboo stalks to make pens for dipping into ink and seeing how 
papyrus from the Nile river was used to create the first paper. We have 
looked at how pictograms progressed onto the much more abstract 
forms of cuneiform and the way directions of writing and symbols have 
changed for the sake of speed, simplicity and beauty.  Through studying 
scripts such as Egyptian hieroglyphics and Sumerian cuneiform, they 
understand the time and effort that was required by the ancient scribes 
who were bestowed with the important and honourable task of writing 
and translating. The children have gained an appreciation for how 
important and revered the early scribes were.  A great story of success 
as a result of inner striving. 
  
To understand how 
writing has 

developed over thousands of years helps to give the children a 
sense of process as well as an appreciation for what we use 
today. Having this understanding allows the children to have a 
deep sense of appreciation. When the children are connected to 
their world and the technology they use and have made the tools 
themselves, they learn to be more careful and respectful of their 
own and others belongings.  They understand that many things 
evolve through necessity and the need to find a better way.  



PILGRIMS ROWING 
 
Yesterday's rowing lesson found The Pilgrims working very hard indeed, 
indoors on the ergos - rowing machines. It was decided the wind was 
picking up in the afternoon, so the rowers stayed on land to do some 
rowing training. Some of the children will have sore legs for a couple of 
days as we tried out some rowing specific stretches, strength building 
exercises finishing with a 500m race on the ergos. 

__________________________________________________________ 
THE OFFICE ORACLE 
___________________________________________________________________________________

Question: How does one become a Steiner Teacher? 
 
The more I see teachers, the more I think teachers are born and not made. Assuming the 
existence of natural talent, a certain maturation through life experiences always brings another 
important dimension to teaching that generally more mature teachers have acquired. In 
Australian Steiner schools, all teachers are required to have recognised state qualifications first 
and then they usually top this up with two to three years of formal Steiner training. These 

courses are offered in each state, with some aligned with and accredited by Universities. Many of our teachers travel 
world- wide to seek further training, some of which can be accessed at the centre of Steiner Education, the 
Goetheanum. For us locally, if you find yourself thirsting for more knowledge or are thinking of embarking on 
teaching training, our contact is Rudolf Steiner College (See Jennifer and Horst Kornberger).   Of course learning is life 
long, Steiner teachers never stop learning and the child is the teachers’ best educator.  
 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE FROM THE BURSAR 
As our school grows we need to keep funds coming in at a consistent rate.  The timely manner in which fees are 
settled is paramount to our cash flow and directly affects the success and timing of our projects and daily operations 
of the school.   
 
Currently we have a very large amount of fees outstanding from last year, 2012.  We are putting out an urgent call 
for all 2012 Fees to be settled immediately. 
 
Fee payments for Term 1, 2013 have also been incredibly slow and we urge families to catch up by the end of this 
term. 
 
Term 2, 2013 is fast approaching and new fees will be invoiced shortly and will be due by the second week of  
Term 2,  20th May 2013. 
 
In order to assist the payment process the school will be issuing monthly statements via post/email to families who 
have outstanding fees.  This will commence as of next week.  We have implemented this for two reasons, hopefully it 
will prompt families to pay earlier and it should reduce the amount of fee balance enquiries that are currently taken 
each month.  Statements will be posted/emailed out only to those families who have an outstanding balance. 
 
Please contact Dawn on bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au if you have any further queries. 
 
NATURALLY DYED EASTER EGGS 
For beautiful, naturally dyed easter eggs, go to the following website and see for yourself how it’s done. 
http://www.waldorftoday.com/2013/03/celebrate-easter-naturally-dyeing-eggs-with-plants-and-spices/ 

  

mailto:bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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SILVER TREE STRIKERS - 2013 PREMIERS!   

 
What a game! What a season! Lots of fun!   Last 
Thursday night the Silver Tree Strikers overcame 
their grand final nerves and played their hearts out 
in a close contest…… congratulations to all players 
on a fantastic result.  We had a strong group of 
parents, grandparents & friends cheering our team 
on and it was a great night.  
The team were given a plaque which will be at 
school in their classroom for the year.  
Coach Ari (a Silver Tree graduate) was very proud of 
how well his team played…well done Alfie, 
Anjelique, Asher, Aurelia (cheering so loudly!), 
Cameron, Dominic, Gabriel, Jack, Lewis, Mason,& 
Tahlia. 

P&F 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



_________________________________________________________ 
POSITIONS VACANT 

 

                                                                                                 
  

PART TIME REGISTRAR POSITION 
 

2 Days per week 
 

When: Beginning Term 2 
 

Position: School Office, job share with Registrar 
 
 

Essential: Computer skills, warm welcoming service oriented personality, able to work with staff and 
parents in a collaborative and confidential manner, able to work independently and take responsibility 

for particular facets of the school office operations where required. 
 

To Apply or for further information: Send cover letter and 2 page CV with the names of 2 referees to 
Deb Williams, School Administrator/Principal: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au  

by 4:00 pm Wednesday 3rd April, 2013 

 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR 

School: Silver Tree Steiner School 
 

Applications Close: Friday, April 5, 2013 
 

Professional Appointment 
 

Administrator for K-6 School 
 

Applications are invited for the position of School Administrator to join the Silver Tree Steiner School 
located on 20 acres in the Perth Hills of Western Australia. The school is committed to provide a 
Steiner education for Kindergarten to Class 6. We have strong enrolments, a dedicated staff and a 
magnificent natural bush setting. We wish to develop a self-sufficient school using sound ecological 
principles. The community is establishing an orchard, regenerating wetlands and making connections 
with the indigenous heritage of the area. The Administrator must have a willingness to be active in 
the community to lead the school into the next stage of development. 
 
Ideally, the successful applicant will have previous experience in school management, possess an 
enthusiasm for Steiner Education and have a positive, can-do approach. The School Administrator is 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the school and must be able to work collaboratively to 
develop the school community. We are seeking a person who is a highly competent communicator, 
willing to connect with the local community and able to manage financial as well as educational 
requirements of this leadership position. 
 
Please provide a CV and cover letter to: admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au detailing your experience in 
school management and Steiner Education. You will need to address how you will support the 
positive growth of the school and include names of three referees. Apply by Friday, 5th April 5pm. 
Please contact Vivienne Howson : 0407 801 139 for information 

 

mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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Class Teacher- 6 week contract Term 2 
(QLD) 
 
School: Moreton Bay Birali Steiner School 
Applications: Prior to  4th of April 2013     
Position: Class Teacher (Contract - 6 weeks with full time position 
available for right applicant) 
 

Moreton Bay Birali Steiner School is currently seeking a Class Teacher for a 6 week contract (Term 2) with a view to 
ongoing employment for the right applicant.  Applicants must have a four year teaching qualification and hold (or be 
eligible for) Queensland College of Teachers Registration. A minimum of 5 years teaching experience is preferred.  
Steiner qualifications and/or experience are preferred but not essential; knowledge of and willingness to employ 
Steiner Education principles and teaching philosophy form a part of the key selection criteria. Collegial relationship 
with neighbouring Steiner Schools is well established; ongoing mentoring and training are available for the right 
applicant. 
 
Moreton Bay Birali Steiner School is a new Steiner School located in beautiful Beachmere, a quiet seaside area where 
boating, bike riding and beautiful walks on the beach or through the wetlands and mangroves are enjoyed.  It is 
located just 20 minutes from Bribie Island and is central to both Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast. Beachmere is also 
known for its world heritage wildlife, including dolphins, dugong and turtles. Beachmere is a beautiful relaxed and 
friendly place to visit and live by the sea.  
 
The School’s temporary classroom and grounds are situated at a lovingly prepared, privately owned Community Hall. 
This is an exciting opportunity for a young School to grow and prosper in an intimate, safe and nurturing 
environment. Enrolments in this founding year are for a mixed age lower primary class.  
 
Interested applicants can request an applicant package or further information by emailing 
info@moretonbaysteiner.org OR BY PHONING 07 5496 2810 or 0412014165. 
 
Applications should include a letter of introduction, resume including a minimum of two referees and response to 
the selection criteria (in no more than 2 pages) outlined in the applicant package.  
Applications are welcomed by email to the above address or by post to: 

 
THE RECRUITMENT PANEL  
MORETON BAY BIRALI STEINER SCHOOL 
PO BOX 155, 
BEACHMERE Q 4510 

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

 
 
Raising Teenage Girls for Dads Wednesday 17th April 6.30-9 $25.00 

The father-daughter relationship is particularly important during the teenage years to help girls 
navigate this difficult time.  Find out how you can build a more rewarding relationship with your 
teenage daughter.  For further information please ring 9489 6322 

mailto:info@moretonbaysteiner.org


 



CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

SWAP SHOP - SOUTH AFRICA

Thank you very very much for all the donated children's clothes and shoes. They will be on their way to 
South Africa in April where they will be HUGELY appreciated. You have been very kind and within 10 days I 
had collected a suitcase full of clothes and wonderful school shoes. That's the limit for this trip, so no more 
donations to Swap Shop for now! Once again, THANK YOU!  
Robyn 

HOME TO RENT IN MAYLANDS 

Close to shops, public transport, Nollamara Steiner school.  Generous 3bdrm, 1bath gorgeous cottage house with 
HUGE backyard, fruit trees and vege patches ready to plant. Floor boards and slate.   Aircon, fans and wood fire. Big 
6 by 4m shed out back.  Available 25th April. $600 per week. 

 

Mini Easter Sale starts Monday 25 March 
www.unfurlclothing.com.au 
 

 
 

THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a local licensed 
land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste Land Surveys on 
041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

THE WOODFIRED BAKER - SCHOOL BREAD ORDERS 

Hot Cross Buns 
Organic Sourdough Hot x buns (6 pk) $10 
Organic Traditional hot x buns (6pk) $8 

 
An order form is located in The Woodfired Bakers Bread order folder located in the school noticeboard. 

Delivery: Thursday 28th March 

   
An order form will be located in the notice board at the entrance to the school if any families would like to order 
bread during the school term. Orders are to be in by Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be delivered Thursday morning and 
will be outside the office awaiting collection.  
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PRIMARY EASTER CELEBRATION 
  

   2013 PROGRAM 
 

THURSDAY 28TH 
 
 
 

 

 
Parents and loved ones are welcome to join in the activities of the afternoon.  Please join us 

from 1.20pm in the Pilgrims classroom. 
 
 
 
8.30am to 10.40am  Baking hot cross buns 
 

Easter Story 
 
Shared morning tea (hot cross buns) 

 
 
 

11.15am to 12.40pm Timetable as usual 
 
    Break for early lunch (12.50pm) 
 
 
 
1.20pm to 2.15pm  Musical performances 
 

Ceremonial washing of feet 
 
Close (2.15pm) 

 


