
Dear Parents of Silver Tree Steiner School, 
I cannot express how sad I am at Leaving Silver Tree Steiner School. We had so much 
more we could have done together. However some things are not meant to be. One’s 
health is so important. Without a healthy life force we cannot function the way we 
should in our work and in our home-life. Unfortunately I am not able to come to school 
for the end of term due to illness, however I hope to see you at an assembly in the early 
weeks of next term. 
I wish to express my special thanks to the staff of the school who have been a wonderful 
support in the work I have done during my time. Thank you also to Cameron Eglington 
and Vivienne Howson who have helped the school stay on course in my absence. Before 
I leave I also wish to express my deepest gratitude to The Board of Silver Tree School. 
How fortunate we have this group of people who are both independent and integral to 
the school . Without their guidance, understanding and dedication to Silver Tree the 
position of School Administrator would be such an isolated role. At my time of great 
need they all stepped up to the plate and took on many tasks over and above their 
voluntary capacity.  
I have loved working with the various parent groups in the school such as Parents and 
Friends, GEMs and PADc and will certainly miss being part of the hatching of plans for 
buildings, gardens and parent events.  
I look forward to seeing you all when I am well. 
Kindest regard,   
Deb 
 
BUSY BEE 
The staff hope you are able to attend the busy bee the Saturday before the start of Term 
Two as this supports the work of the teachers enormously.  
Preparing the orchard, attending to the vegetable gardens and spending time caring for 
the existing gardens outside the classrooms will allow the existing gardening programs to 
continue easily into next term and have the children close to beautiful gardens as they 
walk to and from their rooms.  
KINDY CARE 
Enrolments are open for Kindy Care in Term 2 and we suggest you call the office soon to 
secure a place.   
FROM THE BOARD 
Parents will be informed of the appointment of our new School Administrator once the 
Board has made the appointment.  
Thank you all for your contributions in the many ways you have to the functioning of our 
school this term. I wish you all an enjoyable holiday time.  
Vivienne Howson 
Relief School Administrator 
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Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence.   
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Bush Dance 
Here on the 
grounds of the 
Silver Tree Steiner 
School 
 
Thank you to the Class 
Carers who are 
coordinating the 
parents to bring food, 
asking for volunteers 
on the night to assist 
in preparing the meals 
and various other 
things to bring about 
the Bush Dance this 
Saturday. Thank you 
to you, volunteers on 
the night and the P&F.  
Your hard work will be 
realized in what I am 
sure will again be a 
wonderful and fun 
family evening for all.  
It is a family evening 
for our community 
and, as you know,we 
ask that parents keep 
a close eye on their 
children throughout 
the night, as the 
children will not be 
under the care of their 
teachers. The teachers 
will be with their 
families, and to join in 
the fun and dancing.  
Don’t miss out on 
your tickets. Sabina 
will be at the shop 
Thurs and Fri morning 
selling discounted 
tickets.   

 
Early bird ticket price $7 
Ticket price on the night 
$9 
Children 13yrs & under 
FREE 
 

Vivienne Howson 
Relief School 
Administrator  



NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
With winter fast approaching, would all parents please ensure that children return to school next term with some 
essential items: At least one, but preferably two complete changes of clothes, including ‘undies’ and socks.  A 
raincoat, gumboots and a pair of slippers.  Whilst the kindy room is warm in winter, the floors are cold on little feet 
without slippers! 
Please label everything clearly with your child’s name as we now have over 50 children in kindy and it can get quite 
difficult to know what belongs to who! 
We wish you all a lovely school holiday break and look forward to seeing everyone’s fresh faces for the start of next 
term. 
Paddy Frere and Jo Blundell 

 
CLASS 1  
The class 1's have had a 
fantastically crafty first term.  
After hand making their own 
set of knitting needles, most 
students have now finished a 
square of garter stitch for a 
combined class project and 
many are now well on their 
way to finishing their very 
own glorious chicken!  It’s 
been such an honour to share 
in their delight as they have 
lovingly created each new 
piece of knitting. Each chicken 
is as unique and as special as 
the child who has made it. The 
class has been working 
together, experiencing all the 

joy that comes from persistence , patience and the wonderful experience of hand crafting something beautiful of 
their very own.  
Melissa 
 
KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS 
If you have passed the playground on a Wednesday morning, you will have noticed the class participating in many 
skipping activities, as we are right in the midst of an uplifting skipping programme. Thanks to Kristy and Chad 
(Lennon's parents), each child has their own skipping rope and is learning forward, backward and crossover skipping 
techniques. The class has also been experimenting with new skipping tricks with partners and even in groups. With 
Melissa's wonderful help, we have been able to turn a long rope and the children have practiced running into a 
turning rope and are reciting the many fun poems and number verses that accompany such skipping. 
 
The class recently had a wonderful excursion to the Hills Discovery Centre, accompanied by 10 parents who helped 
with transportation and shared many special moments learning about Noongar culture, including hunting in the 
bush, painting gum-nut necklaces and learning bush knowledge. The children also put considerable energy into 
painting their terra-cotta pots, inspired by Aboriginal art techniques and hopefully these will serve a useful as well as 
aesthetic purpose at home! One of my favourite stories that I told the class during this Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories 
main lesson was about the 'Wagarl', involving a child not listening to his elders and not respecting the 'Wagarl'. As a 
result, the child lost his power of speech but the snake became his totem and he had a special connection with 
snakes for the rest of his life! There are so many meaningful and enriching stories in the Aboriginal culture - I 
encourage you to search these out for your own children.  
Anna Brindal 
  



KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS(cont’d) 
 

 
WAYFARERS 
This last main lesson has seen the Wayfarers immersed in the final chapter of the Norse Myths as they work to 
develop their literacy skills.  
The children have experienced a wide range of emotions as the stories touch their tender souls whilst being held in 
the safety of our classroom.  The children’s faces demonstrated joy, shock, disbelief, anger and sadness as the god of 
light and truth, Baldur, was murdered by their favourite half-god, Loki in his time of darkness. 
I trust I have been able to give these wonderful stories justice in the re-telling and that they have nurtured in the 
children’s souls the seed of hope and trust.  Even when the light seems to have gone, there comes again re-birth, 
light and life.   
Enjoy a wonderful break with your children, 
Megan 

_________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
LOST PROPERTY 
Please remember to claim your lost property from the office. Items that are not claimed before the end of term one 
will be used to dress our scarecrows or will be donated to charity.  
 
THANK YOU TO BEGONIA PETS AND PRODUCE 
A BIG thank you to Begonia Pets and Produce, Mundaring, for donating straw bales for the Bushdance and for 
making scarecrows.   Support from local businesses like this is so important for Silver Tree, so next time you pop in to 
buy parrot seed, a cat scratching post, a dog's winter jacket (oh yes!), a rabbit hutch, hermit crab food, a Vietnamese 
fighting fish, flea powder or a bale of straw - please say you're from Silver Tree and "thank you". 
 

LIBRARY STOCKTAKE – please return all Library Books 
The School Library is now undertaking its annual stock-take.  In order to assist in this process kindly 
return all outstanding books to the office.  The library will be temporarily closed until term 2 during 
this process.   Apologies for any inconvenience, and please feel free to contact us should you have 
any queries (or desperately need to borrow a particular book). Thanks for your assistance. 

Tanya Poynter & Mei Bing Toh (0438737451)  (0404136215) 

SCHOOL ENTRY HEALTH ASSESSMENT FORMS 
Please remember to return these either to the Kindy teacher or the office.  



FEES 
We really appreciate the number of families who have caught up on their outstanding fees over the past two weeks 
since statements were posted out.  This will assist our cash flow position at this time of the year.   
 
If you still have outstanding fees please come into the office by Thursday 18th April, 2013 and finalise your 
outstanding fees.   
 
Invoices will be posted out over the term break for Term 2, 2013 fees.  A warm reminder that prompt payment is 
required and that term fees are due and payable by the end of week 2, Term 2… 17th May, 2013 
 
K6 Bond - Deposit in Advance 
At enrolment, families are given a copy of our current Fee Structure.  One item listed is the Acceptance Deposit 
which is described as “From K6 to Class 7, a deposit of one term primary fees is required and must be paid prior to 
the child starting to hold your child’s placement.  The fee is paid against your final terms fees or if you have paid your 
fees it is refunded when the child leaves.  The deposit is not required on Playgroup or Kindy 4 or 5, but is charged 
when the child progresses to 6 year old Kindy.  A deposit is required for each child.” 
 
If a child is enrolled in K6 or above (Primary Class 1-7) and a place is accepted, then the K6 Bond will be invoiced 
along with the Enrolment Fee and initial term fees, and is due and payable immediately.  However, if a child enrols in 
K4 or K5 then the K6 Bond will be invoiced once the child enters K6.  The K6 Bond is due and payable by the end of 
week 2, Term 1 of the year that the child enters K6.    
 
K6 Bond invoices are issued with the following wording “Deposit in Advance – One Terms notice is required for your 
enrolled child prior to withdrawal to enable a full refund.  This deposit will be held until the last term of Primary 
School when, if fees have been paid, these funds will be refunded.  Alternatively, you may use this deposit as partial 
payment of the last term of Class 6/7 Fees.  Hopefully this may clear up a couple of questions that were raised during 
the week.   
 
On behalf of our school we thank you our parents for your continued support and co-operation. 
 
Please direct enquiries to bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
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SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS 
IMPROMPTU BIRD SURVEY  
GEMS members took the opportunity to also monitor and record other bird species they observed whilst they 
undertook their annual Black Cockatoo population survey in school grounds last week.  
In addition to the 14 black cockatoos we observed, we were also fortunate to see a diversity of other bird 
species, either in school grounds or flying nearby.  
In one hour we observed an unidentified bird of prey, Australian ravens (5), Australian ringneck parrots (4); a 
bronze-wing pigeon, butcher birds (2), a kookaburra, magpies (16), pink and gray galahs (22), a wattle bird, and 
four unidentified species of bird. We also enjoyed seeing a mob of 13 kangaroos grazing in the adjacent 
paddock. (I think we were picnicking on their usual picnic spot…)  
We all enjoyed sharing this lovely evening with our feathered friends and we will be looking for another excuse 
to monitor and record bird, and other fauna, species in the future.  

 
BUSY BEE AND SCARECROW WORKSHOP SATURDAY 04 MAY 
A friendly reminder about our busy bee on the Saturday before the start of term two. Join us as we have fun 
making scarecrows and work hard to prepare our orchard and vegetable gardens in time for our planting 
season. We are also planning to help beautify the playgroup gardens; this task may appeal to those parents 
who have small children, as they can play in the playground in your company.   
If you are intending to come to the busy bee, please make sure you RSVP to Kylie Ellis on 0466 314 701 or 
email kylie.ellis2&bigpond.com by 26 April. Please BYO tools and gloves if you can and the items you need to 
make a scarecrow. Further information can be provided by Kylie Ellis.  
Thank you for your valuable support and enjoy your school holidays. 
 
WORMS AND WATERING OVER THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
We are seeking volunteers to feed our worms, check our compost bins and water our gardens that are not 
reticulated over the school holidays. This job usually takes about 45 minutes and you would only need to do it once. 
Please contact Bronwyn on bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au if you would be able to help out.  Thank you very much.  
 
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO WITH YOUR RUBBISH AT THE BUSHDANCE? 
This year, GEMS will be setting up four waste stations, each comprising three bins. One bin will be for recyclable 
items, one for food scraps and one for general waste. Food scraps collected on the night will be placed into our 
compost bins.   
It is very important that you place your rubbish in the appropriate bin. Look out for the funky new stickers that let 
you know what goes into which bin.   To ensure all waste produced at the bushdance is collected and removed from 
site by our rubbish contractor on Monday morning, we would appreciate if anyone can stay behind for 15 minutes 
after the bushdance to help empty the bins into our large bins.   
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS coordinator 
 
BICKLEY & CARMEL HARVEST FESTIVAL SCARECROW COMPETITION 
GEMS is co-ordinating a Silver Tree entry for this fun-filled competition.  Already scarecrow children are being 
dropped off at my house, filling my verandah with lopsided smiles and sparkly eyes not to mention the straw 
stuffing escaping from cuffs and hats!  Thank you so very much everyone who volunteered to make a child for 
the competition entry. I now have thirteen children being made so all tasks are undertaken.  
Come along and see the gems - Silver Tree entry on Sat 4th and Sun 5th May at Myattsfield Vineyards, Union 
Road, Carmel Valley. The People's Choice prize is a whopping $300, so go along and vote... of course I'm not 
suggesting you vote for any other than your favourite!  
Robyn Smith 

 
Love is higher than opinion. If people love one another the most varied opinions can be reconciled - 
this is one of the most important tasks for humankind today and in the future is that we should 
learn to live together and understand one another. If this human fellowship is not achieved, all talk 
of development is empty." ...Rudolf Steiner 
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.
 
ADVANCE NOTICE - RUDOLF STEINER COLLEGE 
Visit of International Steiner Education Presenter, Louise de Forest.  July 23 to July 27 2013 
Louise de Forest has been a Waldorf kindergarten teacher for twenty years and is the Teacher Mentor at the New 
Amsterdam Early Childhood Center and the Pedagogical Director of the Early Childhood program at the Rudolf 
Steiner School in Manhattan. She is also a WECAN board member, a regional representative of WECAN in Mexico, 
one of the representatives from North America to IASWECE and leader of the Waldorf early childhood teacher 
training in Cuernavaca, Mexico.  
Louise will present a workshop series over five days focusing on  
Rites of Passage in Childhood  (morning sessions) 
Fearless  and Centred – developing inner resources for working with children  (afternoon sessions) 
contact jennifer.kornberger@gmail.com or phone 9331 1880  for more information and bookings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKSHOPS Term 2, 2013 
 

THE TREE IN All OF US … pastel drawing with Lesley Cotter 

The individual as represented in a tree – alone, in partnership, in small groups and large.  Explore four different aspects of the 

archetypal tree in all of us.  Be guided using chalk pastels and a wonderfully simple blending technique.   No experience needed. 

11-1pm, 4 SATS June 8, 15, 22 & 29.  $162 

BUILDING RESILIENCE… with Jane Maywood 

Why are we & our children becoming stuck & more vulnerable?  How can we free ourselves & build resilience?  New perspectives 

for you to work with individually & with your family. 

9.30–11.30am, THURS May 30 & June 6.  $55 

SQUARE BY SQUARE… knitting with Anne Williams 

Learn to knit or take your knitting to another level by learning a variety of techniques with squares.  Begin with one, working at your 

own pace and in the direction you desire, they can be joined to make a blanket, a cushion cover, a baby’s jacket or a free form 

garment…. use your imagination! 

9.30-11.30am, WED 15, 22, 29 May & 5 Jun. $110 

CREATIVE MORNING… with Sara Hemphill 

This is a time to come along and create what your heart desires in a supportive space where you have time away from your busy 

life.  Bring your supplies, your current projects, your ideas and your enthusiasm and enjoy this relaxing space together.  Cuppas 

and cakes are available for purchase.   

9.30–11.30am, Every TUES FREE and ongoing, now 

Courses for Soul Nourishment 
OPEN Tue - Fri 8.30 - 4.30 & Sat 9 - 3 

 

7/3 La Fayette Blvd, Bibra Lake  6163,  

tel: 08 9434 1944   

email: saurora@bigpond.net.au   www.thehoneyclock.com.au 
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CHILDRENS HOLIDAY CRAFT WORKSHOP 

Come and have fun with Evie (16), India (13) and Maizy (14) ex-students of Silver Tree.  

We will be running two craft workshop these holidays. 

 

Tuesday 23rd April from 10-12noon, for children aged 5-12yrs. 

We will be sewing and embroidering colourful felt mice. 

The workshop will be held at Maizy’s house, 715 Glen Rd, Darlington. 

Tuesday 30th April from 10-12noon  

We will be creating crochet flowers, so basic skills required.  The 

workshop will be held at Evie & India’s house, 4 Burkinshaw Rd, Glen 

Forrest. 

  

The cost will be $15 per child or siblings $20 and Morning tea will be included. 

 

If you are interested please call Evie/India on 92989745 or Maizy on 92996161 or email to 

evieteaston@hotmail.com 
 
 

  MUMS RAISING BOYS -  Wednesday 15th May at 1 Ord Street, Fremantle 6.30-9 $25.00 
However well-prepared mothers are logically, the emotional response to having a boy is often still, ‘Wow! This is 
unknown territory.’ It is true that for many mothers, the idea of raising a son carries its own set of worries.As the 
primary female role model in a boy’s life, mothers play an important role in the development of their son’s identity 

including their ability to be nurturing. This is turn affects how they relate to others, particularly to girls and women. 
For further information please phone 9489 6322 
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CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

HOUSE FOR RENT Large 4 bedroom 2 bathroom house with two offices, large dining and living areas, brick lock up 
garage. All on large 1 acre property. Very close To Helena Senior College In Glen Forrest. $720 per week. Suit large 
family or working from home. Enquiries, please call Peter on 0411 450 784. 
 



THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

THE WOODFIRED BAKER - SCHOOL BREAD ORDERS An order form will be located in the notice board at the 
entrance to the school if any families would like to order bread during the school term. Orders are to be in by 
Wednesday 3pm. Bread will be delivered Thursday morning and will be outside the office awaiting collection.  

 
 

WANTED House wanted to purchase.  Minimum 3 x 1 on 5 acres plus, suitable for horses around the Gidgegannup, 
Stoneville area.  Price up to $700,000.  Please call Naomi on 0439 710 365 

LOLIVERS TENNIS COACHING  Book now for TERM 2 Tennis lessons for children, age 6 to 16 years of all abilities. 
Tuesday afternoons at Darlington or Friday afternoons at Helena Valley/Boya. Heaps of fun, small classes, fully 
qualified coaches and great tennis!  For more information, contact Lee or Lu p: 9252 0209 e: lolivers@bigpond.com 
w: www.loliverstennis.com.au. 

 
 

* KINDY CARE ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN TO K4 * 
Kindy Care serves the families of our school community by offering a home-like environment for children after a busy 

day at Kindergarten. 

This service is available to children attending K4 and K5 at STSS. 

How does it work? 

When your child’s day at Kindergarten comes to a close, he/she is collected by the Kindy Care teacher and led to 
Acacia Cottage to spend the afternoon involved in craft, rest and play. 

 
Times? 

Mon – Wed 12:30 – 3:15 and Thu 12:30 – 2:15 
 

Fees? 
Mon – Wed $25 per session (if booked by the term) and $28 (casual bookings.) 

Thursday $18 and $21 respectively. 
 
 

Further information and Enrolment Forms are available from the office. 
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