
Before the first day of the term, it was evident the teachers had had spent many hours in 
preparation for their new main lesson. The classrooms were ready and new, colourful and 
intricate drawings graced the blackboard. 
 
Class 1 will enter the world of the ‘Angel letters’ in their Main Lesson, Class 2 & 3 will follow 
the history of Linear Measurement from Egyptian and Roman methods to the Imperial and 
Metric Systems.  Class 3 & 4 will explore the world of Fractions and Class 6 & 7 will explore 
the works of Shakespeare studying his play, Romeo and Juliette. So rich is this curriculum! 
The parsley in the Kindergarten has grown so lush and green I’m thinking it may be time for 
Parsley Soup!! The Kindergartens, so welcoming with fresh flowers decorating the tables and 
various shelves around the room, inviting new spaces and places to play and learn have been 
formed by the teachers and nature tables beautifully created, reflecting the season.  
 
The classrooms, so clean and welcoming.  Special thanks must go to the elders of our team, 
Penny and Bill and who over the holidays took every piece of furniture away from the walls, 
cleaned heaters, windows, and carpets even managing a few odd handyperson jobs. We are 
so blessed to have these two great individuals who together work with a smile and a laugh 
doing the jobs that keep our school in such great condition for our teachers and students. 
Thank you, Penny and Bill. 
 
Marijanna and Hayley alias ‘Parkerville Office Stylists’ have spent hours in the office. You will 
be surprised when you next walk in. It looks fantastic! There is more space and ease in the 
flow in the movement in the room and communication for the office staff and staff in 
general. It has been such a joy to see the space transformed and to hear their enthusiasm to 
create this new style.  
 
To the ‘busy bees’ who were here at our school on Saturday, thank you. Such great 
preparation for the new term and so many tasks completed!  To Robin Smith, who invited a 
number of parents over the holidays to create very exciting and colourful scarecrows to 
enter into the Bickley Harvest Festival and WIN, Congratulations to you all!!  It has been a 
delight to have the scarecrows here at the school glowing in their winning glory.  
 
The Board of Governors was pleased to announce to you earlier this week the appointment 
of Donna Bieundurry as our new School Administrator.  A parent of the school and 
enthusiastic about Steiner Education, Donna has previously held management positions in 
other schools and her experience will be most valuable to our school. We will welcome 
Donna to our school in Week Three.  
 
Welcome back everyone. 
Vivienne Howson, Acting School Administrator 
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CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The world I see:       
A frozen, empty, barren wasteland it would be  
Without the work my heard and heart and hands can do  
To heal its pain.  
All things must die and then  born anew. 
To help in this great task, that life be not in vain,  
The world needs me. 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
How lovely it was to return to school after our two week break to be met by scarecrows waving and smiling at us 
from all parts of the school.  The kindergarten children were very excited to see them all and as so many had been 
involved in the scarecrow workshop they had great pleasure in showing which ones they had helped create. What 
fun! 
Thank you to those of you who have brought slippers in already for the children to wear inside.  We are able to take 
the chill off the room with the use of the heater but the floors are really cold and every child needs slippers and 
socks on to keep their feet warm. Please make sure your child has their slippers at school by the start of week 2. 
Now that the rains have started the clay mud puddle will be the greatest attraction in the kindergarten gardens. 
Please ensure that your child has a waterproof raincoat ( clearly named ) at school each day along with a pair of high 
gumboots ( also clearly named ). With these the children  are able to play outside in the rain and puddles  - it is very 
hard for those without a raincoat to have to stay undercover and watch their friends splashing and digging and 
having great fun out in the rain. 
The new term parent help rosters are now up on the kindergarten notice boards. If you are able to come into your 
child’s Kindy at 11am on any morning to help we would very much appreciate it. Many hands make light work. 
Parents of little Woylies are now welcome to join these rosters as the little Woylies are well settled now in their 
kindergarten mornings. Siblings are welcome to come and play while you are doing what needs to be done. Thanking 
you all in anticipation. 
We will also be starting our Bush walks this term – more details will be coming in the next newsletter hopefully you 
will be able to keep some time free each week to come with us. The more adults the more hands there are to hold 
and the more fun for all. 
Enjoy the rain.   Jo and Paddy 
 
KOORRDJENANGIN NEWS 

Term 2 means wonderful weekly bush walks through our large 
school property. These weekly walks allow the class to 
observe changes in nature and weather and to simply spend 
time immersed in the Australian bush. This term we will learn 
Noongar bird names and this week's word is, 'wardang', which 
means 'crow', a bird we often see at school, along with 
cockatoos, eagles and magpies. We also regularly see 
kangaroos on our walks, as there are several groups that live 
on the school property and enjoy our green grass and plants 
during the evening, when all is quiet.  

The term has begun beautifully, with the children refreshed 
and energized after their holidays. With this new energy, we have dived straight into our linear measurement main 
lesson and are immersed in Ancient Egyptian forms of measuring, including using the palm, the hand span and of 
course the cubit. The class has also been learning estimation skills and have been given the all important task of 
estimating how many yoghurt fruit balls are in the glass jar on my desk. So far, estimations have been enthusiastic 
but as yet, not close enough to warrant opening the jar and eating the contents, which of course we all look forward 
to! 
Anna Brindal  



_________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________
PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 
Parent/Teacher meetings are a lovely way to connect with your child’s teacher and with the class community of 
parents.  It is a chance to discover the life inside the classroom being experienced by your child, and to share ideas 
and knowledge about how to all work together to support the learning environment and curriculum that our children 
are so blessed to receive.  The teachers look forward to seeing you at this terms class meetings so please diarise the 
relevant dates or place them on your calendar: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SILVER TREE STEINER SCHOOL BUSH DANCE 
 

On the last Saturday of first term, I had the joy and privilege of 
attending the annual Silver Tree Steiner School Bush Dance ( for the 
fifth year running ).  This event is always great fun, an opportunity to 
remind myself of my lack of dancing coordination and a reminder of 
the warmth and spirit that abounds within the school community.  
Over the last five years, many of the families that I have known have 
come to the school and some have moved on. But one thing that 
remains consistent is the stability of the faculty and the strength and 
the willingness of the parent group to keep the school alive and 
growing, through tough times and good.  
 
The annual Bush Dance represents a social occasion where all families, 
kids, parents, teachers and supporters can come together to relax, 
enjoy the music and each other’s company and generosity. The food 

was amazingly wholesome and yummy and 
great value. I have to whole heartedly pay 
tribute to Taryn and her P & F support crew 
for making this event happen and a huge 
thank you to the Gumnuts Bush dance for 
the rollicking good humour and fantastic 
music as usual. There is also the usual bunch 
of hard working willing helpers (you know 
who you are ) that helped set things up.  
Thank you to you and a big thank you to 
Andrew and Emma of the Woodfired Baker 
for donating all the bread for the bushdance. 
Peter Grant, Board Member and ex parent of 
STSS 

BADMINTON RACQUETS WANTED PLEASE 
If you have a couple of unused Badminton Racquets gathering dust at home, they would be very much appreciated 
at Silver Tree. Please leave in the office. Many thanks. Robyn. 
 

PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS 
 

Kindergarten – Gumnut and Lilly Pilly Tuesday 11
th

 June @ 7pm 
 
Class 1     Fri 24

th
 May @ 2pm 

 
Koorrdjenangin Class   Mon 27

th
 May 7-8.15pm 

 
Wayfarers    Mon 20

th
 May @7pm 

 
Pilgrims     Tues 21

st
 May @ 6pm 

 



YIPPEE, SILVER TREE!! –SCARECROW SHENANAGANS !! 

Silver Tree parents and children had their scarecrow design efforts recognised with a $500 award to be used towards 
gardening and environmental projects in the school. A mini-school of scarecrows including a dad with a mouse in his 
beard, a mum with a baby and many children sporting Silver Tree T-Shirts were created. The Harvest Festival is an 
event that is held annually to raise funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation. The hidden gem Myattsfield 
Winery hosted the competition in the picturesque Bickley & Carmel Valley. 
A HUGE thank you to the enthusiastic sewers, gluers, cutters, dressers, knitters, plaiters, wig makers, sign makers, 
stuffers and frame makers who between us made a mama, papa and thirteen beautiful children scarecrows including 
a rabbit toy and some babies.  
Sonya, Bronwyn & Paul, Alison, Mel & Nick, Mei, Wendy, Annika, Sarah, Gabby, Julia, Sheoka & kindy care, Kim, Ally 
and my neighbour Bonnie - thank you all so much and well done!  
Some of the scarecrows will stay in the gazebo for a couple of days before heading back home to their creators and 
the children eagerly awaiting their return. Make sure you take a peek and enjoy the artistic, creative work done by 
these families.   
Robyn Smith  
 
SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS 
A very busy Busy Bee  
Our heart-felt appreciation goes to those wonderful families who joined the GEMS committee for our busy bee 
on Saturday. Whilst we worked hard, smiles and laughter were in abundance and our gardens and grounds 
looked much improved by the time we all stopped for our well-deserved yummy bbq lunch.  
Our multi-talented children created 15 beautiful scarecrows, which will be put to work scaring birds, and 
hopefully preventing kangaroos from eating our vegetables; but mostly just to look fabulous.   
The playgroup garden was planted with annuals and a vegetable garden was designed and made ready for the 
planting of organic vegetable seedlings in a few weeks’ time.  
A team of skilled engineers built and prepared another two raised vegetable beds in the primary school 
vegetable garden.  
Lawns were mown and of course there was much mulching, including increasing the depth of soft-fall under 
the primary playground areas, (thanks to the ever present bobcat), and weeding throughout the school 
grounds. 
Again, a big thank you to all the gardeners, chefs, bobcat driver, scarecrow teachers, scarecrow makers, 
dishwashers, and organizers for their considerable effort and their generosity in allocating time in their 
precious holidays to make the busy bee such a success.   
Bronwyn Scallan, GEMS coordinator 
Compost Bins for Sale 
Only two compost tumbling bins are left for sale for our fundraiser. Please contact Bronwyn on 92942882  if you are 
interested in purchasing one. Thank you.   
  



SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS (cont’d) 
And, in appreciation of Begonia Pets & Produce 
A large thank you also goes to Begonia Pets & Produce for their kind donation of straw bales for the Bush Dance and 
scarecrow stuffing used at the busy bee. Working with local business is invaluable so please thank them when next 
purchasing your hermit crab shell, bird feed, cat collar, guinea pig or sheepskin dog bed!  
Robyn Smith, Scarecrow Extraordinaire, GEMS Committee.  

COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.
 
ADVANCE NOTICE - RUDOLF STEINER COLLEGE 
Visit of International Steiner Education Presenter, Louise de Forest.  July 23 to July 27 2013 
Louise de Forest has been a Waldorf kindergarten teacher for twenty years and is the Teacher Mentor at the New 
Amsterdam Early Childhood Center and the Pedagogical Director of the Early Childhood program at the Rudolf 
Steiner School in Manhattan. She is also a WECAN board member, a regional representative of WECAN in Mexico, 
one of the representatives from North America to IASWECE and leader of the Waldorf early childhood teacher 
training in Cuernavaca, Mexico.  
Louise will present a workshop series over five days focusing on  
Rites of Passage in Childhood  (morning sessions) 
Fearless  and Centred – developing inner resources for working with children  (afternoon sessions) 
contact jennifer.kornberger@gmail.com or phone 9331 1880  for more information and bookings 
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  MUMS RAISING BOYS -  Wednesday 15th May at 1 Ord Street, Fremantle 6.30-9 $25.00 
However well-prepared mothers are logically, the emotional response to having a boy is often still, ‘Wow! This is 
unknown territory.’ It is true that for many mothers, the idea of raising a son carries its own set of worries. As the 
primary female role model in a boy’s life, mothers play an important role in the development of their son’s identity 

including their ability to be nurturing. This is turn affects how they relate to others, particularly to girls and women. 
For further information please phone 9489 6322 
 

Workshops at The Honeyclock begin soon!  Now is the time to give us a call and 
book in if you were planning to gain some new skills, new friends, new ideas this 
term!  Perhaps a great idea for a mother's day present??   If you've forgotten 
what we were offering, click this link http://honeyclock.com.au/talks-
workshops/ to see it online. 

CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

WANTED HOUSE FOR RENT Single mother with two children urgently looking for a rental property in the hills.  
Please contact Chelsea on 0498 471 378. 
 
HOUSE FOR RENT Large 4 bedroom 2 bathroom house with two offices, large dining and living areas, brick lock up 
garage. All on large 1 acre property. Very close To Helena Senior College In Glen Forrest. $720 per week. Suit large 
family or working from home. Enquiries, please call Peter on 0411 450 784. 
 
THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school 
term. 

THE WOODFIRED BAKER - SCHOOL BREAD ORDERS The team at The Woodfired Baker would like to thank 
the Silver Tree community for all their support over the last 2 years. Due to our growing family and 
business commitments we will no longer be taking weekly school bread orders. Our breads are available locally from: 
Hills Fresh in Mundaring,  Soul Tree Café in Glen Forrest and The Pines in Darlington.  
Many Thanks 
The Woodfired Baker Team 
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