
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Week three already and our Primary Classes are deep into their main lessons, it is so 
wonderful to see, feel and hear the enthusiasm and sense of wonder the children have 
for their learning.  Our Early Childhood children are also enjoying the results of all of this 
rain we have been having, which has turned the mud pits into something resembling a 
lake!  We have seen some very creative play and work in and around the mud pits as 
planks of wood become a complex series of bridges and pathways and the children 
experiment with objects to see which ones make the biggest splash! 
 
As we are now into the second half of the year, the momentum for forward planning 
grows.  Part of this planning involves ensuring our K6 children are ready to begin their 
journey to Class One.  Kaye, our dedicated learning support teacher, is working alongside 
the Kindy teachers and assistants to commence observations of the K6 children to assess 
their developmental readiness.  These observations are neither intrusive nor ‘formal’.  
Once completed, parents will be fully informed of any observations or areas of concern.  
Please feel free to contact Kaye at the school if you have any questions about this. 
 
This edition of Silver Leaves includes dates of upcoming Parent Information sessions.  I 
strongly encourage all parents to attend each session each term where valuable 
information is shared by the Class and Specialist Teachers.  It is important to be involved 
in the discussion each term where the teachers are able to explain more deeply the 
connection between the Curriculum that is brought to the children and each stage of 
their development.  Your support for the teachers by attending these sessions is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
This week we farewell our wonderful registrar, Kim Holland.  On behalf of our entire 
school community I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and appreciation for Kim’s 
dedication to our school and wish her all the very best for her new adventures.  I hear 
the P & F have already enlisted Kim to coordinate our 2014 Open Day in her new-found 
spare time! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Donna Bieundurry 
School Administrator 
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th
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Parent Information 
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-Pilgrims Tue 27

th
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from 6.00pm  
-Wayfarers Tue 10

th
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Perth Waldorf School 
Open Day and Fair 
31

st
 August 2013 

10.00am – 3.00pm 
 
P&F Meeting 
21

st
 October 

7:30pm 
 
WHIM Festival 
Mt Helena 
27th October 
10.00am – 3.00pm 

 

 
 

School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     School Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Bursar’s Email: Bursar@Silvertree.wa.edu.au    Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence. 
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CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
My light is pressed by darkness round; 
It is not easy to stay upright, strong and sound! 
The Dragon, lurking, would devour 
My shining radiance with his power. 
 
But I, remembering how on winter’s Holy Night, 
In darkness shone the Midnight Sun that is the world’s true Light, 
Need have no fear of dragons wild 
For I am led by the Holy Child. 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER  
During the week, one of our beautiful children was over-heard letting their teacher know the following - 
Child – “You’re quite old aren’t you.” 
Teacher – “Am I?” 
Child – “You’ve got those folds in your face that old people have.  I don’t have any of those yet!” 
 

     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHILDREN AT PLAY 
The children have been enjoying the wonderful rain 
and finding many creative ways to play outdoors. 

___________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________

HEAD LICE 
There have been some cases of head lice discovered within the school, outbreaks can be controlled if parents 
regularly check their children’s hair for head lice and follow the recommended treatment methods if they find active 
lice. 

 
 



FROM KIM 
Thank you to the community of staff, parents and children at Silver Tree.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time in the office and it has been a privilege to work alongside 
such a wonderful group of people who are so dedicated to bringing the gifts of a 
Steiner education to a growing number of children.  My favourite part of the job, and 
probably the thing I will miss most, is attending to the children, small and big.  They 
are all so precious.   
 
The reason I am leaving is to further my studies and to start my own business, so 
some very exciting times ahead.  I wish Marie and Nyaree well in the position of 
Registrar and I look forward to being an active member of the school in other 
capacities now. 
 

ENROLMENT DEADLINES 
Did you know?  
Kindergarten at Silver Tree is currently FULL with a waiting list and this will be the case again in 2014.n  
Do you have a sibling to enrol for 2014?  
Please note the deadline for Kindy 4 2014 applications is Friday 23rd August. Application Forms can be collected from 
the office or found on the web site.  
What if my child was born in 2011 or 2012?  
Enrolments are now being taken for entry in 2015 and 2016 respectively.  
What if I have put in an application for my child born in 2010?  
Thank you for your application, we will be in contact by Friday 30th August.  
If you have any questions, please call Hayley Spracklen on 9295 4787 or e-mail community@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
 
CRAFT 
Thank you Annika, for showing us how to make crochet flowers, it was fun and energising to learn a new skill! Next 
Tuesday is about how to create a seasonal table. So, if you are new to the school (or stuck for ideas), come along to 
learn what it's all about and how to create a beautiful centrepiece inspired by our seasons. 
Otherwise, feel free to come along and do your own project in good company.   7b Misty Rd Parkerville after school 
drop off and winding up about 11 and no later than 12.15 (so if you have Woylies or Possums you can go straight 
from my place to pick them up if you like.) Young children welcome.  Gold coin donation. 
Debbie 

 
CHILDRENS CLOTHING & LOST PROPERTY 
A large amount of clothing has been gathering on the classroom verandahs and in the lost property box in the office.  
It has all now been placed on tables in the gazebo and outside each classroom.  Could parents please check that they 
have collected all items that belong to their children by Thursday afternoon if possible.  What makes it so much easier 
for everyone is if parents could please remember to label all of their children’s clothing. 

 
PAPER TRAYS 
The school has 10 beautiful wooden paper trays to sell on a ‘first in first served’ basis.  If you are interested, please 
contact either Marie or Nyaree in the office. 

ARTICLE 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
LOVING AUTHORITY – An article by Barbara Bedingfield 
Barbara Bedingfield holds a Master's degree in early childhood education and has had training in Waldorf methods. 
Working with the non-profit Suncoast Waldorf Association for the past seven years, she is kindergarten teacher for 
the Suncoast Waldorf Kinderhaus in Clearwater, Florida (which opened in September 1998). 
 
A provocative talk given recently by Dr. Ted Machler of Clearwater lamented "the near death of civility" as evidenced, 
among other things, by the decline of courtesy, loyalty, service, competence, volunteerism, community, quality and  
charitable giving. He critiqued institutions from the church to the IRS and noted that we've become a world of 
technicians, rather than humans, seeking entitlements, power, affluence and status. Dr. Machler lay the blame on a 
modern-day pride and prejudice -- a pervasive egotism that centers on one's self and lacks care and consideration for 
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the other. Babies are the absolute centres of their world. They want what they want, when they want it, and they 
have the lung power to send parents scurrying around to satisfy their every desire. No one would argue that we must 
attend to the needs of these helpless and beautiful little beings but, gradually, parents must assume the role of 
helping a child to become less self-centered. When parents fail to do this, a child will naturally continue to make 
demands and seek instant gratification, qualities that are perfectly acceptable in babies, but out of place and 
unbecoming in the young child. 

 
Modern parents are hesitant to accept the difficult role of "loving 
authority." Fearful that they may break the child's spirit, they give in 
rather than holding the child to what is right. This non- authoritarian 
style of child-rearing makes for weak children and, according to John 
Gardner in Reflections on Discipline, "leaves them prey to unworthy 
cravings and fears that weaken their moral fiber." "Those who always 
get their way, whose whims are always catered to, will later on be 
cowed by the smallest challenge," states Dr. Albert Soesman in The 
Twelve Senses. When the child asks a question, parents feel 
compelled to answer in the moment, never allowing the "painful" 
experience of waiting to occur. Thus, a child may interrupt any 

conversation and gain attention right away. Should the child want a treat, it gets one immediately. If the child does 
not want to wear a jacket on a cold day, parents give in, assuming the child knows best. Bedtimes, which should be as 
regular as the setting sun, occur when the child is ready. A bedtime ritual which should be short and sweet turns into 
a marathon of book reading at the child's insistence. Very particular and often very peculiar eating habits are 
developed. Children need to feel the boundaries of their existence and they unconsciously yearn for predictability 
but, instead, are given far too many choices, far too early in life: "Are you ready to go?" "Are you sleepy?" "What do 
you want to wear today?" "Shall we take a bath?" "What story do you want?" 
In my kindergarten class I help guide the children away from their self-centeredness in ways that are to them 
unconscious, but are simply part of the natural flow of the day. There are no mirrors. We want the children looking 
out into their small world, not focusing on themselves as individuals. We refrain from talking about the children in 
their presence. We don't put them on parade. Their innocence and their unselfconsciousness is guarded for as long as 
possible. 
 
When the children paint, no emphasis is placed on the end product, but rather on the enjoyment of the clear, shining 
colors of the watercolor paints and their qualities: "Blue is sad and loves to be alone." "Red is so strong!" "Yellow 
makes everyone happy." We don't display the pictures, but collect them to give to the parents several times a year. 
We don't heap artificial praise on the children, but rather lead them to do meaningful work -- sewing, cleaning up, 
working with wood, setting the table -- that gives them a strong sense of accomplishment and builds genuine self 
esteem. 
 
We gently hold them to what is right with simple, but firm words: "We sit at the table until everyone has finished." 
"We all listen to the story." The sense of being part of a social group that is carried by the predictable routines of the 
day in a rhythmical way is a very strong force for the children. They happily accept this. The children learn that they 
will not always get what they want in the moment -- their favorite coloured ribbon around the maypole, the chance 
to play the kinderharp at rest time, the freedom to chat while the story is being told, the teacher's immediate 
attention. From this they grow strongly into selfless individuals who can wait their turn, listen to others and do what 
is expected. 
 
We strive to foster a sense of gratitude in the children, not by talking to the children about this inner quality, but by 
nurturing it in ourselves. Children imitate not only our adult actions, but our feelings and thoughts as well. When I 
enter the classroom, grateful to be with the children who have come to me, this sense of gratitude permeates all that 
I do from the lighting of a candle, to the telling of a story, to the singing of a song, to the baking of bread. I can smile 
inwardly at each of their different temperaments, thoroughly enjoying this one's boisterousness, that one's quiet 
shyness, this one's flightiness. Yet I know that I must rouse myself to "bring them up in the way that they must go." 
The world today is filled with egotism, a characteristic that produces greed, selfishness, vanity, pride, ill manners, and 
a lack of consideration for others. We can work against this egotism by first recognizing it in ourselves and then by 
gathering the courage and will to steer our children away from its influence with our "loving strictness." 



P&F 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TREK THE TRAIL 
22nd September  
Trek the Trail 2013 will run between Chidlow and Mount Helena, incorporating Lake Leschenaultia.  
The 10km event will start and finish at Lake Leschenaultia, travelling along a section of the Railway 
Reserves Heritage Trail on Elliott Road.  Cyclists start at 9am. Walkers can leave between 9.30 and 
11am. 
Cake bakers and people to man the stand on the day required!  Please look out for rosters going 
up soon. 
 

WHIM FESTIVAL – MT HELENA 
27th October 
The Silver Tree P&F will be present at this bi-annual event, which is excellent publicity for the school and a fun event 
to be part of. The P&F are going be making Kites.  If you have skills or experience in kite making, please contact 
Charles on Charles@thesacredwindofalchemy.com 
 

GARDENING GROUP 
Kylie Ellis would like to hear from anyone that would like to join her on a Monday morning working in the gardens and 
doing odd jobs with her, to complete when you can.  Please come along on any Monday morning after drop off! 
 

SCHOOL SHOP 
Help is required between the hours of 8:30 – 9:30am and on a Thursday afternoon during markets.  Please see / or 
contact Sandra Pickering for more information on sandpickering@gmail.com.  If we don’t have anyone to man the 
shop then it will be closed.  

 
GEM 
Do you have Adobe Acrobat on your computer? 
I am hoping someone will be able to help me update the text on our GEM’s sustainability brochure as I do not have 
the necessary software.  This task would take approximately one hour and would need to be completed by mid 
September.   If you can help, please contact me on bronwynandpaul@iinet.net.au. Thanks very much, Bronwyn 
Scallan. 
 

CRAFT GROUP 
The timetable for the next few months is on the notice board, if you want to attend please either write your name on 

the days you want, text Debbie on  0413 153 071 or reply by email to Debbie debbietargett@gmail.com.  Walk-

ins are welcome and children can come too and play while we craft.  Upcoming craft activities below, with more 
to follow.  
 20 August - Creating a Seasonal Table 
Technique - Discussion and hands on; Skill Level – Easy.   Cost – Free 
 27 August - Waldorf Paper Star Tea Light 
Technique – Origami; Skill Level – Easy; Material – Paper, Bring - Large painting from school.  Cost - Gold 
coin donation 
10 September - Felting - Community made play mat for school raffle 
Lots of people needed! Not just felting involved to create this masterpiece, come along and find out more. 
Technique - Wet Felting; Skill Level – easy; Material – Wool, Bring – nothing.  Cost - gold coin donation 
 

P&F MEETING DATE 
P&F Meetings held in Gumnut Kindy at 7:30pm on the 21st October. 
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MIDLAND WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE 
Help the Midland Women’s Health Care Place raise funds and enjoy a scrumptious morning tea. Prizes to be won! 

The morning tea will be on Wednesday 21 August 2013 from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  Door Ticket are $10.00 per 
person.  Every ticket has a chance to win a door prizes. There will be many prizes to be won on the day. All 
proceedings from the Morning Tea will go to the Women’s Health Care Place. 
 
For catering purposes, please RSVP  by 16 August 2013 by calling 9250 2221 or email admin@mwhcp.org.au 
 
RELATIONSHIPS AUSTRALIA 
Parent-Child Connection  - Monday 26th August x 4 weeks. Cost: $50 per person/$75 per couple Time: 6.30 -9.00pm 
Raising children should be one of life’s greatest experiences, but as any parent knows, it is not an easy task. People 
with children under ten are invited to this four-week course to learn new skills, feel better about their parenting and 
gain confidence.   

Fathering after Separation -  Wednesday 4th September. Cost: $25 Time: 6.30-9.00pm 
It’s important for fathers to distinguish between their parenting role and the relationship break-up. This seminar, held 
in a male-only environment, suggests ways in which fathers can keep in touch with children, even if hindered by 
formal access arrangements. 

For further information on either of these courses, please phone 9489 6322 or visit www.wa.relationships.com.au 

 
ANCIENT SCIENCE COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
Saturday August 17, 10am-3pm.  Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre.  Entry is a gold coin donation.  Fun Family Activities, 
Hands-on for the whole family.  Includes Traditional Welcome to country and smoking ceremony; Spear Throwing; 
Making Traditional Shelter; Traditional String Making; Bush Tucker/Medicine Guided Walk; Pond Dipping; Lighting a 
Fire the Traditional Nyungar way; Traditional Tool Making; Nyungar Art; Damper Making; Traditional Dance; Live 
Snake handling; Nyungar Artifacts and more. 
 
MOVIES 
Ecoburbia is proud to announce that movies will be shown once a month from July to December at REPLANTS 96 
Wray Avenue Fremantle.  Each movie night will start with a shared pot luck meal - please bring food to share and 
drinks. Doors will open at 6.30pm and the movie will start at 7.30pm. There is a $5 charge for the movie to offset 
costs. Feel free to buy a "suspended ticket" for someone who cannot afford entry.  Replants has a lovely fire to sit 
around to share a meal, but you must bring your own cushions, doonas or chairs for the movie itself. 
 
Next movie is to be held 30th August – Play Again 
  

Perth Waldorf School Open Day and Fair 
Early Childhood, Primary, High School 

Saturday 31st August 2013, 10.00am – 3.00pm 
School Tours and talks, classrooms displays, market stalls, children’s activities, music, food. 

14 Gwilliam Drive, Bibra Lake (parking at Adventure World) 
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CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

 
PARKERVILLE JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB 
Parkerville Junior Cricket Club welcomes any boys and girls interested in enjoying some fun and fitness during the fast 
approaching summer season.  Junior cricket fixtures will commence early in Term 4 and player registration is open for 
age groups commencing with ‘In 2 Cricket’ (an entry level program for ages 8 and under), and teams from Under 9 
through to Under 17.  Younger age groups use modified rules to introduce players to the sport, in a controlled, 
encouraging and supervised setting.  Give it a go! 
 
For all clarification and registration details, please contact Gavin Pearce on 9295 5415 or email 
gavhelenpearce@bigpond.com or Mark Hindle on 0409 379 690. 
 
HILLS NIGHT HOCKEY 
Hills Night Hockey 2013/14 season will commence in October 2013 for all players from pre-primary to seniors.  
Registration night and Annual General Meeting will be on Wednesday 4th September at the Pavilion, Mundaring Weir 
Rd, Mundaring commencing 7pm.  So grab a few friends and make up a team.  Player nomination forms and more 
details are available from the Hills Night Hockey website www.hnha.com.au or from the Association Secretary, Kerry 
Duncan 0408 809 543 or kidunc@bigpond.com. 
 

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Finesse Communications is a boutique communications, PR and marketing consultancy with the experience and 
flexibility to tailor services to the needs of small, medium and large businesses. Finesse is headed up by Jo Thierfelder, 
a Silver Tree mum with journalism qualifications and 12 years of experience. Whether you need a full-blown 
marketing strategy or a simple brochure, I can help. Visit www.finessecommunications.com.au or call me on 0421 589 
548. 
 
THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND?? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school term. 
Alternatively, our produce is available at our property, which is located approx. 2 ½ km down Mundaring Weir Road 
from Great Eastern Hwy. We are 171, or look for the large sign set in from the road on the left hand side.  Our 
specialty is delicious apples and pears, with a selection of summer veges. Also, we have a large range of beautiful 
homemade jams, marmalades, chutneys, sauces and pickles.   We can be contacted on 9295 1339 or at 
pathwaysfarm@iinet.net.au 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

Remember to join the Facebook page "Friends of the Silver Tree Steiner School” 
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It’s time you had some 
YOU time at the annual 
Dads Bonfire Night. 
 
 
Feedback from last year:  
 
“My partner wasn’t sure 

about coming because he didn’t know anyone, but by the time 
he came home, the boys were all BFF’s!” 
 
Date: Saturday 17th August 2013 
2pm: Level camping site 
5pm: Build fire 
 
 
BYO : 
Food (BBQ hotplate on the fire) and drink 
Musical instruments if you have any  
Camp chair & torch 
Swag or tent (camping optional) 
 
RSVP: community@silvertree.wa.edu.au  
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