
 
Dear Parents, 
 
If you have been into the school this week you will have noticed some new additions to 
the gardens at Silver Tree!  There was a great enthusiasm for the planting of trees in the 
orchard and in the areas around the hard court during last week’s garden lesson.  Even 
though some of these new trees merely look like sticks poking out of the ground, they 
are still beautiful and you can almost sense the new energy and life ready to burst 
forward in leaf and bud as the season warms and changes.   
 
Resounding choruses of the ‘Djilba’ song can be heard rising from the classrooms and 
ringing across the valley, bringing anticipation of warmer days and lighter evenings.  In 
what may be a fairly obvious comparison, I am reminded of the way that the learning in 
a Steiner education is similar to the quiet contemplation of Winter.  An experience or 
knowledge learned in a main lesson may sleep within a child for some time until a new 
or invigorating experience draws this forth again into the light so that the child may build 
upon this knowledge in the way that new buds burst into flower.   
 
Our classes have moved into new main lessons this week, which also seems to have 
come with some sunnier days.  The energy and enthusiasm at Silver Tree makes it an 
inspiring place to be! 
 
Blessings,  
Donna Bieundurry 

 

CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 

 
Now springing from the fertile Mother of all living things, the earth, 
Comes joy-of-growth, as power leading all her children unto birth. 

My life is charmed, my strength is sure, 
For I am armed – my heart is pure; 

And I can join amidst this joy and merriment with radiant mirth! 
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Term 3 Dates 
29

th
 July - 26

th
 September 

 

Term 3 Mid-Term Break 
Friday 30

th
 August and 

Monday 2
nd

 September 
 

Parent Information Session 
-Class 1 Tuesday 10th 
September from 6.00pm 
-Wayfarers Tuesday 10

th
 

Sept 7.00pm to 8.30pm 
-Pilgrims Tue 27

th
 August 

from 6.00pm  
 

Native Garden Planting 
Friday 23

rd
 August 

8.45am – 12.30pm 
 

GEMS Mini Busy Bee 
Saturday 24

th
 August 

2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 

Bushtucker Garden Picnic 
Monday 2

nd
 September 

9.30am – 12.30pm 
 

PWS Open Day and Fair 
31

st
 August 2013 

10.00am – 3.00pm 
 

WHIM Festival Mt Helena 
27th October 2013 
10.00am – 3.00pm 

 

 
 

School Email: Welcome@Silvertree.wa.edu.au     School Administrator’s email: Admin@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Bursar’s Email: Bursar@Silvertree.wa.edu.au    Community Development and Enrolments: Community@Silvertree.wa.edu.au 

Phone: 08 9295 4787    Fax: 08 6230 5381 (Please include area code) 
If a child is absent please ensure a note is delivered to the teacher or an email is sent to the school explaining the absence. 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 
The rain has been bountiful. The red marker on the water tank is back to the 
top, and there have been swimming pools a plenty in the mud pits and even 
in the sandpit in recent weeks. The water engineers have been kept very 
busy. Thank you for all the extra sets of clothes that have been sent in each 
day with the children - the need for multiple changes is not uncommon! 
 
Bush walks are continuing but have been a bit fluid recently on account of 
birthday celebrations. Please check the notice board in the mornings for 
changes. It is really wonderful when there are lots of adult hands to hold.  
 
Many thanks to all the parents in both kindergartens who have signed up to 
be a washing up fairy. If you have not done so yet this term, please consider 
doing it. Both kindergartens need the help. Perhaps there is a parent, who 
could arrive early in the mornings and remind others to sign up! It is a really 
valuable job and allows us more quality time with the children. The 
kindergarten teachers would like to be able to take some of the children out 
to collect rocks and mulch to beautify the gardens during outside play time 
but unfortunately this is proving difficult without the extra help in the 
kitchen.  Rainbow children benefit enormously from doing this kind of garden work and it is a shame they are, at the 
moment, missing out.  
 
The Rainbow Children have been enjoying long walks with Kristy on a Friday and are making excellent progress with 
the sewing of their craft bags with Jo and are becoming very adept at both skipping and elastics with Paddy. The joys 
of an un-rushed childhood! Some of them are also eagerly awaiting their turn to play Kaye’s story game! What a treat 
for them. 
 
Home visits for Gumnut Children will be starting in the coming weeks. Each year all the Little Possums at Silver Tree 
receive a visit from their teacher at home. The purpose of these visits is to further build the bridge between home 
and school and to deepen the child/teacher relationship.  If you would like to invite Paddy to visit your child at home 
please place your child's name on the Home Visit Roster on the Gumnut notice board on the day and time that would 
best suit you. If you live near another Little Possum it would be really helpful to put your names down next to each 

other so these visits could happen on the same day. Any Rainbow 
Children in Gumnut Kindy who did not receive a visit last year are 
also welcome to add their name to the roster for a visit.  Little 
Woylies will have their turn next year.  
 
A few years ago we had a wonderful stone hand grinder which we 
used in the kindergarten for grinding wheat in preparation for 
making our bread.  This grinder seems to have gone on holiday to 
some unknown destination and we would very much appreciate it 
returning home.  If you have any idea where it is please could you let 
one of the kindergarten teachers know.   
Thank you 
 

 
 
Early Childhood Craft 

 
   
 



__________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
___________________________________________________________________________________

ENROLMENT DEADLINES 
Did you know? Kindergarten at Silver Tree is currently FULL with a waiting list and this will be the case again in 2014n  
Do you have a sibling to enrol for 2014? Please note the deadline for Kindy 4 2014 applications is this Friday 23rd 
August. Application Forms can be collected from the office or found on the web site.  
What if my child was born in 2011 or 2012? Enrolments are now being taken for entry in 2015 & 2016 respectively.  
What if I have put in an application for my child born in 2010? Thank you for your application, we will be in contact 
by Friday 30th August.  
If you have any questions, please call Hayley Spracklen on 9295 4787 or e-mail community@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
 
SCHOOL ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE BY PERTH WALDORF SCHOOL 
Perth Waldorf School have very kindly offered to visit Silver Tree to present an Orchestral Performance to our Primary 
Students.  On Thursday 5th September, the Silver Tree children will be transported by bus to the Parkerville Hall for 
the performance.  Permission notes will be sent home with students this week. 
 
FEES REMINDER 
Fees for Term 3 are now due!  Prompt payment is required of all outstanding fees.  Thank you.   
 

DRIVEWAY AND PARKING 
A reminder to ALL parents to please not park in the turning circle at the top of the driveway. This applies at all times 
of the day, including the 12.30pm Kindy pickup.  It would also be greatly appreciated if the end parking bays at the 
Northern end of the general carpark could please be used by small cars only.  When large cars, 4WDS and vans park 
there it greatly reduces visibility when exiting the carpark.   
 

WELCOME TO THE SCHOOL 
The Silver Tree Steiner School community would like to extend a warm welcome to Lee Sibeko (Jones) Class 2/3 and 
Taya deWild-Kovacich Kindy 4. 
 

FOND FAREWELLS 
A fond farewell to Ravi Pepper-Barnao and Henry Thierfelder who will be missed dearly from Gumnut Kindy.   
 

PICNIC, BUSHTUCKER SNAKE SHAPING AND CHILDREN’S KITE MAKING 
Thanks to PALS we have been lucky enough to receive funding to create a Bush tucker 
Garden here at Silver Tree and to make this project really special, we’ve decided a Snake 
Theme would be creative and fun! Here’s where you come in – we would like to invite all families to 
come along to the school on Monday 2nd September (yes, one of the Mid-Term break days) at 9.30am – 
12.00pm to help us create our Snake Shape out of the existing mulch. We will then fill the middle in with 
good soil purchased with the grant money and the kids will be planting it out during their gardening days 
two weeks later when the bush tucker plants arrive.  So please come along with a picnic for you and your 
children and we’ll have some fun.  While you are planting, the children will have the option to be a part of the kite 
making session with Dion and Charles (Kindy Dads). Please register your interest with Bronwyn or Marijanna via the 
office. Thank you 
 

SILVER TREE GARDENING AND ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NEWS 
Thank you Bronwyn 
A big thank you to Bronwyn Scallan for her time as GEM coordinator.  She has done an amazing job coordinating a 
large number of GEM projects and we wish her well on her future endeavours. 
 
Fruit Trees 
Last Friday the primary students spent their gardening lesson planting lots of fruit trees into the orchard and as well 
as some shade trees around the school grounds.  It was a fun morning with lots of excitement and anticipation for the 
trees to grow and eventually provide fruit and shade.  A big thank you to Charles, Bronwyn and Jorg for their help on 
the day.  Also thanks to Tim Eva’s nursery on Toodyay Rd for the great discount he gave the school for the fabulous, 
more established trees he provided for planting. 

mailto:community@silvertree.wa.edu.au


__________________________________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL continued 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Native Tree Planting this Friday 
This Friday the children will be helping to plant out some native understorey groundcovers and small shrubs around 
the school grounds.  There are a lot of beautiful natives to plant out (thanks to the Shire of Mundaring for donating 
and Sheoaka for keeping well watered until we were ready to plant!).  All parents are invited to come along and help 
us plant them out.  The more the merrier (and easier!).  We will be there from after drop off on Friday until around 
lunchtime.  Look forward to seeing you there! 
 
GEMS mini busy bees – first one this Saturday 
As there is much work to be done in the school gardens over spring and early summer, GEMS will be coordinating 
mini busy bees on the fourth Saturday of each month, starting at 2pm and finishing work at 4pm, with time set aside 
afterwards for a social activity. We would love for you to join us. Children are welcome. Our first mini busy bee will be 
on this Saturday 24th August.  Our efforts will be focusing on the playgroup, so if you are a member of playgroup we 
would love for you to join us. Future dates to note for our mini busy bees are Saturday 28th September, Saturday 26th 
October and Saturday 23rd November. Please contact Kylie Ellis on 0466 314 701 for further details and to let us 
know if you will be attending.  
Karen Brown, GEM coordinator 

 
The Waldorf Dolls are in 

 
What a joy it was to behold these gorgeous handcrafted treasures when they came through our carriage doors last 
week! Thank you to Olga (former playgroup mum) for organising their arrival from a remote village in Czech Republic, 
where a group of local women have been taught the art of making Waldorf Dolls as a source of income. They use all 
organic materials, not only for the dolls, but also their clothing and accessories. It is wonderful to know that we are 
able to help these women and their families by choosing to stock their beautiful dolls. Please pop in and take a look, 
there are almost 10 different kinds of dolls and although a lot of them have a little SOLD sticker on them, do not fret – 
we are taking orders now (you can also request certain hair colour etc.) for an order that will be placed by the end of 
September for arrival in November. (Yes – we promise for Christmas!!) They are fantastic value and we are very lucky!  
 
We have just started a Father’s Day raffle! Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. This is fantastic 
value as the retail value of the basket of goodies is over $65. Pop into the shop to take a 
look and buy a ticket – or 3!   
 
Due to popular demand last year, we have decided to get in early with the Advent 
Calendars this year, by having the catalogue and order forms available as of next week. 
This year you can look through the catalogue and choose which calendar you would like. 
We will also include the large Posters that the printing company offer’s as well, as they 
proved very popular when people had seen how beautiful they were. Look out for the 
catalogue in the shop next week! 
 
Psssst – “did you know we now have Bio Bean Decaf Coffee, using the Swiss Water 
Process method  (no chemicals!)?” 

SILVER BLOSSOMS 
OPEN: Mon – Fri 8:30am - 9:30am & Thurs 2.00pm – 3.00pm 



RECIPE OF THE WEEK 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please email Emma Ritchie your favourite recipes for publication in Silver Leaves at emmymoore77@hotmail.com  

Creamed Lentils 
2 tbls soft butter 

1 onion, peeled & finely sliced 
2 cloves garlic 
1tsp turmeric 

1tsp chopped ginger 
1 1/2 cups red lentils 

2 cups water 
1tsp garam marsala 

1/4 cup chopped coriander 
 Place butter into saucepan, heat to melt. Stir in onion, garlic, ginger & turmeric. Cook for 2 mins stirring constantly. 
Add lentils & water & place lid on top. Cook until lentils are soft. Gently toss through garam marsala & coriander. 
Replace cover & stand for 10 mins on slow heat before serving. Serve with flat bread or pappadams. 

P&F 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

TREK THE TRAIL - CANCELLED  
The format has been changed by the Shire and they are having the Lake Café open and Eastern Hills will also have 
their own café onsite open, so we have not been offered a stand.  We will aim for a refreshment stand in 2014. 

 
WHIM FESTIVAL, MT HELENA – 27th OCTOBER 
Have you got skills or experience in kite making? If so, please contact Charles to offer your advice or 
assistance Charles@thesacredwindsofalchemy.com. 
 
SCHOOL SHOP 
WE NEED YOU to help man the shop.  There is a roster within the shop to put your name 
down on it.  Please contact Sandra Pickering sandpickering@gmail.com 
 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
ARTY CARDS   Now – see Robyn or Zoe 
HILLS GREEN OPEN DOORS 20th October - GEMS 
DAF    2nd November 
QUIZ/AUCTION NIGHT  6th December 

 
P&F MEETING DATE 
P&F Meetings held in Gumnut Kindy at 7:30pm on the 21st October. 
 

GARDENING GROUP 
Please come along on any Monday morning after drop off to do some gardening!  
 

CRAFT GROUP 
The timetable is on the notice board.  If you would like to attend please write your name on the days you want, text 
Debbie on 0413 153 071 or reply by email to Debbie debbietargett@gmail.com.  Walk-ins are welcome and children 
can come and play while we craft.  Upcoming craft activities below, with more to follow.  
 27 August - Waldorf Paper Star Tea Light 
Technique - Origami; Skill Level – Easy; Material – Paper, Bring-Large painting from school. Gold coin donation 
10 September - Felting - Community made play mat for school raffle 
Lots of people needed! Not just felting involved to create this masterpiece, come along and find out more. 
Technique - Wet Felting; Skill Level – easy; Material – Wool, Bring – nothing.  Cost - gold coin donation 
 

LOCAL GROCER  
Local Grocer deliveries will no longer be delivering to Silver Tree for the time being.  Orders can still be made online.  

mailto:emmymoore77@hotmail.com
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COURSES/WORKSHOPS/EVENTS 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School.

A SILVER TREE P&F ADULT EDUCATION INITIATIVE  
Growing into Colour - A Painting Workshop with Jennifer Kornberger 
Saturday October 26, 9.00am – 1.00pm at Silver Tree Steiner School.  Cost $49.50 all materials supplied.      
How much do we owe our health and wellbeing to that mysterious entity called colour? What happens when we start 
to move colour on a white surface and begin to grow colour forms?  The world of moving colour is one that our 
children take part in from their very first days at a Steiner School. This workshop provides participants with an 
introduction to the why and how of colour work. No previous experience is necessary. 
 
Jennifer Kornberger is a published poet, playwright, artist and educator. She has been involved in Steiner Education 
for twenty-five years and was the founding Art Teacher at the Perth Waldorf School. She has taught in Steiner Adult 
Education Courses in Perth and conducted regional workshops on painting and drawing in the Steiner School 
curriculum. She co-founded the Goethean Studies Programme and The Writing Connection in Perth. Jennifer is a 
recipient of an Australia Council Literature Grant. She wrote and produced four festival dramas and two plays and 
works with techniques for emotional literacy (“Moving with Imagination”), based on the work of acting pioneer 
Michael Chekov.  We are very excited to welcome Jennifer to Silver Tree for this intriguing adult workshop. We will be 
able to experience some of the processes our children go through when painting and have a chance to ask questions 
and touch on the ideologies behind the Steiner Curriculum.  Contact Robyn Smith smithrobyn@hotmail.com to book 
a place. Only 16 places available. 
 

MIDLAND WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE Help the Midland Women’s Health Care Place raise funds and enjoy a 
scrumptious morning tea. Prizes to be won!  The morning tea will be on Wednesday 21 August 2013 from 10:00am to 
12:00pm.  Door Ticket are $10.00 per person.  Every ticket has a chance to win a door prizes. There will be many 
prizes to be won on the day. All proceedings from the Morning Tea will go to the Women’s Health Care Place.  For 
catering purposes, please RSVP by 16 August 2013 by calling 9250 2221 or email admin@mwhcp.org.au 
 

   
Parent-Child Connection - Monday 26th August x 4 weeks. Cost: $50 per person/$75 per couple Time: 6.30 -9.00pm 
Raising children should be one of life’s greatest experiences, but as any parent knows, it is not an easy task. People 
with children under ten are invited to this four-week course to learn new skills, feel better about their parenting and 
gain confidence.   
Fathering after Separation - Wednesday 4th September. Cost: $25 Time: 6.30-9.00pm 
It’s important for fathers to distinguish between their parenting role and the relationship break-up. This seminar, held 
in a male-only environment, suggests ways in which fathers can keep in touch with children, even if hindered by 
formal access arrangements. 
For further information on either of these courses, please phone 9489 6322 or visit www.wa.relationships.com.au 
 

MOVIES Ecoburbia is proud to announce that movies will be shown once a month from July to December at 
REPLANTS 96 Wray Avenue Fremantle.  Each movie night will start with a shared pot luck meal - please bring food to 
share and drinks. Doors will open at 6.30pm and the movie will start at 7.30pm. There is a $5 charge for the movie to 
offset costs. Feel free to buy a "suspended ticket" for someone who cannot afford entry.  Replants has a lovely fire to 
sit around to share a meal, but you must bring your own cushions, doonas or chairs for the movie itself. 
Next movie is to be held 30th August – Play Again 
 

TAKE HOME A BIG BROTHER OR BIG SISTER Give your children the wonderful opportunity to have an international 
big brother or big sister by hosting one of our exceptional international students arriving in Australia in February 2014 
for their 3, 5 or 10 month programs. Our international students from France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Finland, the U.S.A, South America and Japan will live as a local, attend a local secondary school, 
arrive with their own spending money and comprehensive insurance cover – all arranged by Southern Cross Cultural 
Exchange. Visit us at www.scce.com.au, email scceaust@scce.com.au or call us toll free on 1800 500 501, request 
our international student profiles, and capture the spirit of family and friendship! 

mailto:smithrobyn@hotmail.com
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mailto:scceaust@scce.com.au


CLASSIFIEDS   
NOTICES ARE ALSO POSTED ON THE NOTICEBOARD NEAR THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the 
school community. The carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by 
Silver Tree Steiner School. 

 
RABBITS FOR SALE looking for a caring home, 2 months old, well handled and very adorable.  $5.00 each.  Please 
contact Anne-Marie on 0434 668 855. 
 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME 3 chooks (Lavender, Luna and Sweetpea), approximately 2 and a half years old, reliable 
layers.  Please contact Lisa Way (Tahlia & Harry's mum) on 0428 956349 
 
EASY LISTENING ACOUSTIC MUSIC by Desert Child available to purchase on website 
www.desertchild.net (Guy Ghouse and Damian Watkiss). 
 
MUNDARING LITTLE ATHLETICS train on Mondays after school, with meets on Saturday mornings.  The season starts 
on Saturday 19th October.  Registration is at the recreation ground, Weir Road, Mundaring on Saturday 7th 
September or call Megan 9295 3289 for more information.  The children are coached on three different events each 
week: a throw, a run and a jump. 
 
PARKERVILLE JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB welcomes any boys and girls interested in enjoying some fun and fitness 
during the fast approaching summer season.  Junior cricket fixtures will commence early in Term 4 and player 
registration is open for age groups commencing with ‘In 2 Cricket’ (an entry level program for ages 8 and under), and 
teams from Under 9 through to Under 17.  Younger age groups use modified rules to introduce players to the sport, in 
a controlled, encouraging and supervised setting.  Give it a go!  For all clarification and registration details, please 
contact Gavin Pearce on 9295 5415 or email gavhelenpearce@bigpond.com or Mark Hindle on 0409 379 690. 
 
HILLS NIGHT HOCKEY 2013/14 season will commence in October 2013 for all players from pre-primary to seniors.  
Registration night and Annual General Meeting will be on Wednesday 4th September at the Pavilion, Mundaring Weir 
Rd, Mundaring commencing 7pm.  So grab a few friends and make up a team.  Player nomination forms and more 
details are available from the Hills Night Hockey website www.hnha.com.au or from the Association Secretary, Kerry 
Duncan 0408 809 543 or kidunc@bigpond.com. 
 
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS - Finesse Communications is a boutique communications, PR and 
marketing consultancy with the experience and flexibility to tailor services to the needs of small, medium and large 
businesses. Finesse is headed up by Jo Thierfelder, a Silver Tree mum with journalism qualifications and 12 years of 
experience. Whether you need a full-blown marketing strategy or a simple brochure, I can help. Visit 
www.finessecommunications.com.au or call me on 0421 589 548. 
 
THINKING OF BUILDING ON YOUR LAND OR DEVELOPING YOUR LAND? You may need the services of a 
local licensed land surveyor and active supporter of the Silver Tree Steiner School.   Please call Peter of Naturaliste 
Land Surveys on 041 145 0784 or email pag@westnet.com.au to discuss.  
 

PATHWAYS FARM is a local not-for-profit organisation. Our volunteers have grown fruit and vegetables for fund 
raising since the early 1970’s. We avoid pesticides whenever possible, only using organically acceptable recipes if the 
natural predators are being overwhelmed. You can find us at the Silver Tree market each Thursday of the school term. 
Alternatively, our produce is available at our property, which is located approx. 2 ½ km down Mundaring Weir Road 
from Great Eastern Hwy. We are 171, or look for the large sign set in from the road on the left hand side.  Our 
specialty is delicious apples and pears, with a selection of summer veges. Also, we have a large range of beautiful 
homemade jams, marmalades, chutneys, sauces and pickles.   We can be contacted on 9295 1339 or at 
pathwaysfarm@iinet.net.au 
 

 Remember to join the Facebook page "Friends of the Silver Tree Steiner School” 
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Perth Waldorf School  
Open Day and Fair 

 
Early Childhood, Primary, High School 

 
Saturday 31st August 2013,  

10.00am – 3.00pm 
 

 School tours and talks 

 Classroom displays 

 Market stalls 

 Children’s activities 

 Music and food 
 

14 Gwilliam Drive, Bibra Lake 
(parking at Adventure World) 

www.pws.wa.edu.au 
 


