
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Wednesday 19th February 2018 
Week 4, Edition 474 

 

 

News for the Silver Tree Steiner School Community 

 
Sat 24th February 
Bush Dance 5-8pm 
Wednesday 28th February 
Class 5 Parent Meeting, 6pm 
Friday 2nd March 
Mid-Term Break 
Monday 5th March 
Mid-Term Break 
Tuesday 6th March 
Parent Meeting 
Monday 12th March-Thursday 15th 
March  
Class 5 Camp 
Thursday 29th March 
Early Childhood Easter Festival, 
11.30am 
Friday 30th March  
Good Friday 
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd April  

695 Roland Road 
Parkerville  WA  6081  

P: (08) 9295 4787    
E: welcome@silvertree.com.au 

W:www.silvertree.wa.edu.au 
 

 

Student Absences:  

If a child is absent, please ensure an 
email of explanation is sent to the 
school:  welcome@silvertree.com.au 

 
 

School Contacts: 

School Administrator: 
admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Bursar:   
bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au     
Community Development: 
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Enrolments: 
enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au  

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians  
 

What a wonderful morning Saturday turned out to be with a large 
number of helpers at the Busy Bee industriously working around 
the school to improve our environment. Many parents and indeed 
children were on hand to work at what they were asked to by 
Marijanna. As a result, many areas around the school have been 
enriched and enhanced so the children will be able to take full 
advantage of the new resources available.  
Many thanks to all parents, friends and children who attended the 
Busy Bee and made it an enjoyable and successful day. Thanks also 
to Marijanna for organising and coordinating all the different 
activities throughout the day.     
Positive effects of parental involvement have been demonstrated at 
both the primary and secondary levels across several studies, with 
the largest effects often occurring at the primary level. Parental 
involvement in school, and positive parent‐teacher interactions, 
have also been found to positively affect teachers’ self‐perception 
and job satisfaction.  
Research shows that students perform better in school if their 
fathers as well as their mothers  

volunteer, regardless of whether the father lives with the 
student or not.  
Volunteering also has other positive effects including better 
physical health and enhanced  
social skills. An inverse relationship between numbers of hours 
spent volunteering and number of times visiting a doctor also 
indicates that there may be health benefits to volunteering for 
older people.  
Further, volunteering can be a way to bring families closer together, 
by providing a common goal for all family members and the 
opportunity to spend quality time together.   
So, watch this space for the next Silver Tree Busy Bee!  
  
Blessings on our school and peace upon the earth.  
Mark Panaia  
Administrator  

 

School Policies and Procedures 
For a copy of all our school policies and 
procedures and forms please go to: 
http://silvertree.wa.edu.au/procedures-forms/  

mailto:welcome@silvertree.com.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silvertree.wa.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C45f955314c21449e47c408d577567519%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636546136303840197&sdata=%2F0oUaUhl3X9i3QZ4K7pheKC01rkOkpf76%2BnLKF2Zu6E%3D&reserved=0
mailto:welcome@silvertree.com.au
mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:enquiries@silvertree.wa.edu.au
http://silvertree.wa.edu.au/procedures-forms/
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“In shimmering of dim, enchanted dreaming, 

A shining veil of light enwraps me round. 
Behind it Angels work, who mighty streaming 

Sends strength to me and gives my feet firm ground. 
 

I love the sun’s warm light, so gold and fair. 
I love the sun’s bright rays which burst and sparkle everywhere, 

As light and shadow weave amidst the forest, greenly gleaming.” 
 



Page 3 

 

Teach Kids When They’ Are Ready 
A new book for parents on developing their kids’ 
sense of autonomy has some useful insights for 
teachers as well. 

Our friend Marie’s daughter Emily just entered 
kindergarten. Emily went to preschool, where the 
curriculum revolved around things like petting 
rabbits and making art out of macaroni noodles. 
Emily isn’t all that interested in learning how to 
read, but she loves to dance and sing and can 
play with Barbies for hours. 

Emily’s older sister, Frances, was reading well 
before she started kindergarten, and the 
difference between them worried Marie. Emily’s 
grandparents thought it was a problem, too, and 
hinted that perhaps Marie should be reading to 
Emily more often. When Marie talked to another 
mom about it, her friend shared the same 
concern about her own two daughters, 
wondering if it was somehow her fault for not 
reading to her younger daughter enough. Would 
these younger siblings be behind the moment 
they started kindergarten? 

This scenario drives us crazy because it’s 
grounded in fear, competition, and pressure, not 
in science or reality. Not only are parents feeling 
undue pressure, but their kids are, too. The 
measuring stick is out, comparing one kid to 
another, before they even start formal schooling. 
Academic benchmarks are being pushed earlier 
and earlier, based on the mistaken assumption 
that starting earlier means that kids will do better 
later. 

We now teach reading to 5-year-olds even 
though evidence shows it’s more efficient to 
teach them to read at age 7, and that any 
advantage gained by kids who learn to read early 
washes out later in childhood. 

What was once advanced work for a given grade 
level is now considered the norm, and children 
who struggle to keep up or just aren’t ready yet 
are considered deficient. Kids feel  

frustrated and embarrassed and experience a low 
sense of control if they’re not ready to learn what 
they’re being taught. 

The fact is that while school has changed, 
children haven’t. Today’s 5-year-olds are no more 
fundamentally advanced than their peers were in 
1925, when we started measuring such things. A 
child today can draw a square at the same age as 
a child living in 1925 (4 and a half), or a triangle (5 
and a half), or remember how many pennies he 
has counted (up to 20 by age 6). 

These fundamentals indicate a child’s readiness 
for reading and arithmetic. Sure, some kids will 
jump the curve, but children need to be able to 
hold numbers in their head to really understand 
addition, and they must be able to discern the 
oblique line in a triangle to recognize and write 
letters like K and R. 

The problem is that while children from the 1920s 
to the 1970s were free to play, laying the 
groundwork for key skills like self-regulation, 
modern kindergartners are required to read and 
write. 

Brain development makes it easier to learn 
virtually everything (except foreign languages) as 
we get older. Work is always easier with good 
tools. You can build a table with a dull saw, but it 
will take longer and be less pleasant, and may 
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ingrain bad building habits that are hard to break 
later on. 

One of the most obvious problems we see from 
rushed academic training is poor pencil grip. 
Holding a pencil properly is actually pretty 

difficult. You need to have the fine motor skills to 
hold the pencil lightly between the tips of the first 
two fingers and the thumb, to stabilize it, and to 
move it both horizontally and vertically using only 
your fingertips. In a 

preschool class of 20 we know of in which the 
kids were encouraged to write much too early, 17 
needed occupational therapy to correct the 
workarounds they’d internalized in order to hold 
a pencil. 

Think of it: 85 percent of kids needed extra help, 
parents spent extra money, and parents and kids 
felt stressed because some adult thought, “Hey, 
wouldn’t it be swell if we taught these 4-year-olds 
to write?” without any regard to developmental 
milestones. 

We see this early push all the way through high 
school. Eighth graders take science classes that 
used to be taught to ninth graders, and kids in 
10th grade read literature that used to be taught 
in college. In Montgomery County, outside 
Washington, DC, the school district attempted to 
teach algebra to most students in eighth grade 
rather than ninth grade, with the goal of 
eventually teaching it to most kids in seventh 
grade. It was a disaster, with three out of four 
students failing their final exam. Most eighth 
graders don’t have sufficiently developed abstract 
thinking skills to master algebra. 

Historically, kids started college in their late teens 
because they were ready; while there have 
always been exceptions, on the whole 14-year-
olds weren’t considered developmentally ready 
for rigorous college work. Ironically, in the 
attempt to advance our kids, our own thinking 
about these issues has regressed. 

 

Ned fields requests from many parents who want 
their kids to start SAT prep in the ninth grade. 
Ned tells them that it’s a mistake to spend their 
kid’s time and their money for him to teach them 
things that they will naturally learn in school. It’s 
far better to wait for them to develop skills and 
acquire knowledge at school, and then to add to 
that with some test preparation in their junior 
year. 

Starting test prep too early is not just totally 
unnecessary, it is actively counterproductive. It’s 
like sitting your 14-year-old down to explain the 
intricacies of a 401(k) plan. It’s not going to 
register. 

The central, critical message here is a 
counterintuitive one that all parents would 
do well to internalize: Earlier isn’t 
necessarily better; and likewise, more isn’t 
better if it’s too much. 

From The Self-Driven Child: The Science 
and Sense of Giving Your Child More 
Control Over Their Lives by William Stixrud, 
Ph.D., and Ned Johnson, published on 
February 13, 2018, by Viking, an imprint of 
Penguin Publishing Group, a division of 
Penguin Random House, LLC. Copyright 
©2018 by William Stixrud and Ned 
Johnson. 

  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/549564/the-self-driven-child-by-william-stixrud-phd-and-ned-johnson/9780735222519/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/549564/the-self-driven-child-by-william-stixrud-phd-and-ned-johnson/9780735222519/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/549564/the-self-driven-child-by-william-stixrud-phd-and-ned-johnson/9780735222519/
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In order for this to have effect you need to channel the 
‘Viva Espana’ song… 
 

“We’re all off to Coral Bay…..ah viva West Australia! 
We’ll be leaving on a bus hooray, 

Ah viva West Australia!” 
 
Yes – we’re off to Coral Bay for our 2019 camp and why, I 
hear you ask, am I mentioning this now?  Well a few reasons.  
A) Then it’s official and I can’t back down (gulp), B) Then 
everybody knows why we’ll be doing an incredible amount 
of fundraising to get the children (and I’d say all the parents) 
there, and C) I can’t think of c… 
 
So, at the end of last year you will have noticed the 
Alchemists manning our very own stall in order to get our 
fundraising efforts started and underway.  I’m pleased to 
report that so far, we have raised $1,000 but we still have a 
long way to go.  We are appealing to the whole community 
for on-going help and support and thank-you for all the 
support you given thus far. 
 
Rather than have a stall every week, instead we’ve decided 
to have an Alchemists Bazaar (on our class verandah) on the 
first Thursday of each month.  This means two per term.  
Please note the dates for Term 1 & 2 so you can come up and 
buy some goodies: 
 

THURSDAY 1st MARCH 
THURSDAY 5th APRIL 
THURSDAY 3rd MAY 
THURSDAY 7th JUNE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the lead up to Easter/Autumn and Winter there’ll be 
seasonal craft items, chai tea, jams, sweet treats, mulled 
wine, clothing, raffle tickets for a Semester 1 hamper, rune 
readings and lots more.  So come on down (well up) and grab 
yourself a treat. 
 
We also have the following items for sale: 
 

3X Wildlife Rescue Boxes ($35 each) 
1X box of Watercolour Pencils ($10) 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate Layla & Stevie 
Cowan, Tayla Legge, and Isla Southall, who took it upon 
themselves to busk at the recent Mundaring Twilight 
Markets.  Between them they raised an incredible $126 and 
look to be well set for avoiding the long walk to Coral Bay!  
Lincoln Brookes is not far behind with icy-poles (smart move 
Lincoln on a 37 degree day last week). 
 
I shall keep you all updated on money raised and any events 
that may pop up this year as we endeavour to supplement 
our very special camp. 
 
Oh and in terms of main lesson, we’re in Ancient India and 
loving it.  The children were lucky enough to have an Indian 
dance workshop and absolutely loved it.  So much so, that 
when I returned to school (I was unable to attend – boo hoo) 
the next day, I could feel the air of “boring – back to work!”  
Oh well, can’t win ‘em all. 
 
Blessings, Yvette  
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Everyone is welcome to join us at Craft Group for 2018!  We meet every Friday in Acacia Cottage 
Playgroup 8:45-12:30. Please bring your morning tea and any craft projects you are working on.  
Tea and coffee provided and feel free to children not school age welcome. 
  

Term 1 Craft Programme 

23/2 - byo craft / finish projects  
2/3 - mid term break 
9/3 - sew native animals for kindy  
16/3 - native animals continued  
23/3 - Wet felt Easter eggs 
30/3 - Good Friday Easter  
6/4 - needle felt fruit/veg for autumn table 
13/4 - byo craft /finish projects. 
 
 
Debbie Targett 
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This Saturday 24th February from 5:00pm – 8:00pm 
Bring your dancing shoes as the NumGuts bush band LOVE coming to Silver Tree - they always 
comment on how we all get up and dance!  Tickets available at the gate. 
 
If you can, please assist in some very small roles that make the bush dance a BIG success. Use 
this link to sign up.  www.volunteersignup.org/HL99K   Your time and effort make your 
experience of this community - come along and be part of the action! 

 
We look forward to seeing you on the night! 

Kind Regards, Natasha Loohuys, on behalf of the Bush Dance Committee.  

http://www.volunteersignup.org/HL99K
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ICE CREAM DAYS are on every Wednesday from 12:30pm. $2.50 for a yummy organic mixed berry and banana ice 
cream. Payment can be made for the term if preferred. Please contact me for P&F details. 
No IOUs again this term.  VOLUNTEERS needed to help on the day. Please let me know if you can help. 
Thanks, Zoe Hemsted 0427 737 778 

http://www.dudeiwantthat.com/gear/food-drink/swirlio-frozen-fruit-dessert-maker.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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As a committee, we have been busily working away behind the scenes on creating a beautiful space for class 
music as well as for specialist strings lessons.  After many months (in fact it is over a year!) in the design and 
planning phase, we have now finalized our plans for our new MUSIC BUILDING!  After finally receiving planning 
approval last week , are all set to go to tender next week to find a suitable builder.  So watch this space!  I will 
be communicating more regularly as we progress and of course you will start seeing construction commencing 
very soon.  I will endeavor to pop up some pretty pictures in the office over the coming weeks for everyone to 
look at. 
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WOW!  What a wonderful Busy Bee we had last Saturday morning.  It was fantastic to see so many new (and old) 
faces busily working away to make our little school even more beautiful!  With helping hands we managed to finally 
get some shade sails over the lower primary sandpit near the sand castle, we also built a lemnoscate in the same 
area – all those little logs for stepping on and over and through are so great for the children!  Classroom 4 verandah 
and entry had a makeover, with some fantastic new log benches custom made by some chainsaw-happy dads!  You 
will also notice another footpath beside Class 4, looking beautifully edged and mulched.  The continuing of this path 
up to Class 5&6 was led by an eager group of mostly Class 5 kids – it was wonderful to watch them all working 
together to design that themselves.  How lovely it was to see happy and cheerful mums, dad and kids all barrowing 
mulch up and down the path all morning! 
 
Huge thanks also to those who made delicious cakes and treats to sustain the dedicated workers and also to those 
who spent their time prepping and setting up for both morning tea and lunch.  We really could not have 
accomplished this without so many helpers.  Special thanks to those teachers, who go above and beyond already, 
who took the time to attend.  And of course to our Administrator Mark who also helped out all morning. 
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DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the school community. The 
carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver Tree Steiner School. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the school community. The 
carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver Tree Steiner School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Introduction to Mindfulness 
 
  
 

 

Mindfulness promotes personal wellness and professional resiliency. It 

is an evidence-based practice in which participants experience a 

greater ability to cope with daily stress and a greater ability to learn 

and to focus. This half day workshop will introduce participants to 

the science and research behind mindfulness, some guided 

mindfulness techniques, and explore what small changes people can 

make to their daily routine to cope with stress in the workplace or at 

home. 

Date: 12 March 2018 
Time: 9:00am – 12:30pm 
Fee: $135 incl GST 
Location: East Perth 
 

More Information 
  
Regards, 
Training Team 
TEL: (08) 9263-2122 
FAX: (08) 9263-2096  
WEB: http://www.anglicarewa.org.au 

 
 

file://///anglicarewa.com.au/companydata/Anglicarewa/Document%20Management/Services/PD/3.%20SESSIONS/2018/Introduction%20to%20Mindfulness%20(12%20March%202018)%20Julie%20Sparrow/Promotions/Training%20Flyer%20-%20Introduction%20to%20Mindfulness%20%2012March%202018.pdf
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.anglicarewa.org.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1f30a0529a4e43c6194e08d57756f97a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636546137789450338&sdata=QQ%2BOS%2BFRF8h59kh50NaBydzHyfV5DIVICqb1DOOrpQs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.anglicarewa.org.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1f30a0529a4e43c6194e08d57756f97a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636546137789450338&sdata=QQ%2BOS%2BFRF8h59kh50NaBydzHyfV5DIVICqb1DOOrpQs%3D&reserved=0
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  Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2018 
 
 

Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 29TH Jan 30st Jan 31st Jan 1nd Feb 2rd Feb 3th Feb 4th Feb 

 
 
 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

First Day of 
School for 
Children 

   

Week 2 5th Feb 6th Feb 7th Feb 8th Feb 9th Feb 10th Feb 11th Feb 

 
 
 

   C5 Dance 
Incursion 

Newsletter   

Week 3 12th Feb 13th Feb 14th Feb 15th Feb 16th Feb 17th Feb 18th Feb 

 
 
 

C3 Parent 
Meeting 
6.30pm 

 C1 Parent 
Meeting 

    

Week 4 19th Feb 20th Feb 21st Feb 22nd Feb 23rd Feb 24th Feb 25th Feb 

 
 
 

 School Tour 
9.00am 

C2 Parent 
Meeting 
6.30pm 

  Newsletter  
Bush Dance 

 

Week 5 26th Feb 27th Feb 28th Feb 1st March 2nd March 3rd March 4th March 

 
 
 

  C5 Parent 
Meeting 

 Mid-Term 
Break 

  

Week 6 5th March 6th March 7th March 8th March 9th March 10th March 11th March 

 
 
 

Mid-Term 
Break 

C6 Parent 
Meeting 

  Newsletter   

Week 7 12th March 13th March 14th March 15th March 16th March 17th March 18th March 

 
 
 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

   

Week 8 19th March 20th  March 21st  March 22nd  March 23rd  March 24th March 25th March 

 
 
 

    Newsletter   

Week 9 26th March 27th March 28th March 29th March 30st March 31st March 1st April 

    
 
 

Early 
Childhood 

Easter 
Festival 
11.30am 

Good Friday  Easter 
Sunday 

Week 10 2nd April 3rd April 4th April 5th April 6th April 7th April 8th April 

 Easter Break Easter Break 
 
 

  Newsletter   

Week 11 9th April 10th April 11th April 12th April 13th April 14th April 15th April 

   
 
 

  Last day of 
Term 1 

  

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Monday 16th April – Friday 27st April 2018. 
Term 2 commences on Monday 30th April 

 


