
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
News for the Silver Tree Steiner School Community 

            7th March 2018 
Week 6, Edition 475 

 

 

Term 1 Dates 
 
Wednesday 7th March 
Class 4 Parent Meeting, 6.30pm 
Monday 12th-Thursday 15th March  
Class 5 Camp 
Thursday 22nd March 
PWS High School Talk, 7pm 
Thursday 29th March 
Early Childhood Easter Festival, 
11.30am 
Primary Easter Festival, 1.30pm 
Friday 30th March  
Good Friday 
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd April  
Easter Break 
Friday 6th April 
School Tour – bookings required 
Friday 13th April 
Last Day Term 1 
 
 

Student Absences:  
If a child is absent, please ensure an 
email of explanation is sent to the 
school:  welcome@silvertree.com.au 
 
School Contacts: 
695 Roland Road Parkerville WA  6081  
(08) 9295 4787   
www.silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Reception:  
welcome@silvertree.com.au 
School Administrator: 
admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Bursar:   
bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au     
Enrolments: 
community@silvertree.wa.edu.au 
Education Coordinator: 
education@silvertree.wa.edu.au 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians  
 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Mrs Andie Bartley to our Silver 
Tree Steiner School Faculty. Andie is spending this week in orientation and 
meeting her Pathfinders class before assuming her role as their Class 
Teacher next week.  It is with gratitude that we thank Karolina Pawlowski 
for being the Pathfinders teacher in the interim, she has held this class 
with wisdom and love whilst preparing for Andie’s arrival.  
 

At Silver Tree we are blessed to have dedicated staff members, some of 
whom work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the smooth day to day 
running of our school. One of these people is Marie Hutton who, after over 
5 years of efficient contribution in the school office, is taking some 
extended leave.  We wish Marie a successful and happy adventure! 
Marie’s replacement will be announced at the conclusion of the 
recruitment process.  
 
As I write about these changes taking place in our school I am reflecting on 
the greater change happening around us as we head into the season of 
cool nights and warm days. Officially it is now Autumn although perhaps 
for us in the hills the Noongar season of Djeran may resonate with us more. 
Djeran brings cooling breezes from the south-east, the flying ants make an 
appearance on these breezes, and the red flowering gum and banksia 
flowers burst forth as important food and nectar sources for small 
mammals and birds.  Traditionally this was also a time for Noongar people 
to gather natural materials to ensure shelters were proofed against the 
cooler and wetter weather ahead.  Perhaps this is why we are often 
inspired to spend these somewhat more pleasant days in the garden as 
our Primary classes certainly have been doing.  Isn’t is lovely for the 
children to reap the bounty of corn, watermelon, zucchini and cucumbers 
that they planted late last year, and they have such wonderful enthusiasm 
in cooking lessons to create wholesome and delicious meals to be shared 
with these fresh ingredients.  
 
Yesterday I had the honour of escorting two of our senior students to a 
ceremony at the Mundaring Shire. The Wanju (Welcome) ceremony was 
held to honour the Shire’s commitment to celebrating the contributions of 
Aboriginal people and involved the unveiling of the Aboriginal Flag which 
will be permanently displayed in Council chambers alongside the State and 
National flags, there was also a traditional smoking ceremony and a bush 
tucker morning tea.  What wonderful ambassadors for our school our 
students were, holding such a natural reverence and deep respect for the 
cultural elements of the morning.  
 
Many Blessings, 
Donna Bieundurry 
Education Coordinator 

 

 

mailto:welcome@silvertree.com.au
http://www.silvertree.wa.edu.au/
mailto:welcome@silvertree.com.au
mailto:admin@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:bursar@silvertree.wa.edu.au
mailto:community@silvertree.wa.edu.au
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CALENDAR OF THE SOUL 

 

In striving forth toward the goal, 
I feel new firmness in my soul. 
The I-of-God in knowing sight 
Fills all my will with gleaming light. 
 
And in these hidden depths, this radiant glow, 
By bringing light to darkness, makes the good fruit grow. 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CHATTER 

KINDERGARTEN 

 
Welcome back after mid term break. We hope you had some time to completely switch off over the weekend. Being 
bored and looking forward to returning to kindy are important experiences for young children.  
 
The next break will be over Easter. Please put the date in your diaries. We invite all families to come and celebrate 
with us. The Easter Festival day will be a half day for ALL kindergarten children. There will be no Rainbow program 
and no Kindy Care that day.  
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER FESTIVAL 

Thursday 29th March- 11.30 a.m.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Preparations for YOU please: 

Please send your child in with at least two blown eggs by Monday 12th March at the latest. That way we will always 
have spares when they inevitably are broken.  
Mrs. Google will be very helpful in giving instructions on how to do this if you have never done it before. THANK YOU 
in advance for supporting our Easter activities in this way.  
 

Other news 

 
“This is the best day of my life!” 
“I love it, I love it, I love it!”  
 
What could they be talking about? Well believe it or not these quotes were from two different Rainbow children 
during their first finger knitting session for the year! They are also making pom poms.  
 
THANK YOU to our teaspoon and Gardening faeries, as well as the Cleaning faeries, who continue to do a wonderful 
jobs for us, with great grace and enthusiasm. Please remember that Friday morning Rainbow day also needs a 
Cleaning Faery and that just because one person has signed up doesn’t mean you cannot come that day. You are 
always welcome to come and help out between 11.30 and 12.30 each morning. The Flower/greenery bringing faeries 
are also doing a great job. Keep bringing them in.  
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The little blue wrens (and a beautiful pair of scarlet robins) are visiting the kindies at the moment and so we are 
playing the Bluebird game at circle time. It is lovely to watch the children take such a keen interest in the wildlife that 
visits our gardens.  
 
Most of the little Woylies are now staying for story at the end of the morning and really beginning to enjoy 
kindergarten. Little Woylies are usually very happy to watch the games of the other children, perhaps joining in on 
the edge of a game. Remember for some children telling you what they have been up to is almost impossible. Others 
will give you chapter and verse on the way home. Both are most likely content when at kindy.  
 
Paddy, Sheoaka and Jo 

 

 

  
 

  

mothers’ group 
 
Our community Mothers’ Group runs on Monday mornings each week of term 
 from 9-11am.  Our groups offers you a beautiful space to come and enjoy time 
 with your child in a warm, supportive environment.  Mothers’ Group is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet other mums and bubs in the community, and a gentle step for your 
child before starting Playgroup.  Come and have a cuppa, share some delicious food and 
join our  beautiful group of mums and babies. 
 
The group is open to pregnant mums, babies and toddlers – if you have older siblings 
whom you wish to bring along, please let us know.  Please phone the Office to book your 
place. 
 
Kristy Brookes – Mothers’ Group Leader 
 
   
 
 

playgroup 
 
Have you experienced a playgroup session at Silver Tree? Come and enjoy the sanctuary 
of safe play, beautiful songs, stories and celebrations and build your friendships within 
the community.  We currently have vacancies in our THURSDAY morning session with 
our beloved Playgroup Leader Julie. 

“Breadmaking is one of the children’s favourite activities.  They love to shape and 
knead the dough ready to bake in the oven and share with their friends” 

 
Do you know any children aged 2-4 years of age in our community 
 who might like to come to our Playgroup?  Please call or  
email the office on 9295-4787. 
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News from the school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WELCOME ANDIE!  

  It was with great excitement that the Pathfinders met their dear teacher Andie for the first time    
yesterday!  Of course the Pathfinders wanted to have their room beautifully decorated for her big 
arrival - Andie was met with flowers, handmade cards and decorations – and a class full of beaming 
smiles!  We are all so excited about you being here with us, Andie!  
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article 

Making it happen: Waldorf teen gets a 

water well for Kenyan kids 

 

 

Katie Noll and Antonio Marangabassa. Together they 
created well-ness. 
 
By Molly Snyder 
Last summer, 14-year-old Katie Noll went on a vacation 
to Kenya with her parents. She did the usual safari stuff: 
saw elephants and zebras, ate ox kidney for the first time 
(she doesn't recommend it) and decided that she was 
going to help facilitate the digging of a well for an 
elementary school suffering a water shortage after a 
three-year drought. 

 
You know, the usual vacation stuff. 
 
"The teachers and students had to walk two miles 
to get water. It was unsustainable and it didn't 
seem right," says Noll. 
Prior to her visit to Kenya, Noll – who lived in 
Waukesha until she was 9 and now resides in 
Colorado – contacted her safari guide, Antonio 
Marangabassa, and asked him how she could help 
children in Kenya. He suggested that she bring 
school supplies and T-shirts to distribute at Kenyan 
schools. 

 
During an assembly at her school, Waldorf School on the Roaring Fork (Carbondale, Colorado), Noll 
announced to her teachers and peers that she was collecting items to distribute to students in Africa. 
 
"They were so supportive," says Noll. "I was so grateful and surprised with all that was contributed." 
 
Noll and her family visited two schools in Kenya, including the Makhanga Hope Academy, and delivered the 
supplies. The school, built by the African Angels Children's Fund in 2002, boards about 300 students, ages 6 
to 21, and about 50 of whom are orphans. 
 
"This year in my class we got brand new desks; however, at this school there were maybe five desks for 65 
children," says Noll. "It made me realize how lucky we are for all the things we are provided with at our 
school and all the things we do not have to worry about." 
 
During her visit, Noll also learned the school had no running water and kids had to walk two miles to get 
fresh water. This led Noll to ponder ways she could further contribute to the schools. 
 
"I kept reviewing what had happened in my mind and still not believing it was real. It made me begin to 



Page 6 

 
 

wonder how else I could help," she says. "I was so surprised to learn that the school had so many basic 
needs, one of which was a well." 
 
Once home, Noll contacted Marangabassa and asked him to be her mentor for her 8th grade project and 
he agreed. 
 
Noll learned the well would cost about $15,000, and through cake-making-and-selling fundraisers, a Go 
Fund Me account and asking for donations for the well instead of Christmas gifts, she raised $8,000. Her 
grandfather, Milwaukee's Joe Tate, matched the amount she raised. Today, the 492-foot well is in the final 
stages of development. 
 
"So many people are dying because they don't have clean drinking water. And mostly young girls are 
walking miles and miles for water instead of going to school and getting an education," says Noll. "My goal 
is to bring this to light." 
 
Noll says she hopes to visit the finished well someday, but in the meantime, she has enjoyed receiving 
photos and updates of the project in progress. 
 
"I learned so much from this experience," says Noll. "Most of all that if you are inspired by something and 
you have your heart in it you can make a difference in the world. Even when you're 14 years old." 
  
 
  

DRESS CODE 

Please remember, that when your child comes to school, we ask that they be dressed neatly 
(holes, tears or tatty clothes are not appropriate.) 

As stated in our School Dress Policy: 

 No logos or advertising 
 No black clothing or very dark colours 
 Shirts, T-shirts and dresses need to cover the shoulders (singlets and tank tops are not 

permitted) 
 Shirts and T-shirts need to be long enough to cover the belly button 
 Skirts, shorts and dresses are to be of modest length 

http://www.dudeiwantthat.com/gear/food-drink/swirlio-frozen-fruit-dessert-maker.asp
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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NEWS FROM THE P&F 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

ICE CREAM DAYS are on every Wednesday from 12:30pm.  
$2.50 for a yummy organic mixed berry and banana ice cream. 

Payment can be made for the term if preferred. Please contact me for P&F details. 
No IOUs again this term.  VOLUNTEERS needed to help on the day. Please let me know if you can help. 

Thanks, Zoe Hemsted 0427 737 778 

On behalf of the Parents and Friends Association (P&F) welcome back to all our returning Silver Tree families 
and a warm welcome to new families.   The P&F is a group of like-minded parents, teachers and staff who 
regularly come together to support each other, raise funds, organise events, parent education, run the school 
shop, share ideas and bring awareness of issues relating to the school community.  We are passionate about 
our beautiful school and advancing the educational opportunities afforded through fundraising such as 
gardens, classroom resources and play structures. In addition, we encourage and support all families to come 
together in community spirit by providing parent resources such as our school shop, parent library, community 
market day, parent education, GEM’s group (Garden & Environment Management) and weekly craft group. 
Membership to the P&F is automatic upon enrolment of your child in our school. We encourage all members 
to join us at one of our meetings or especially our upcoming Annual General Meeting (AGM). Coming along to 
the meetings is a great way to find out what we have in the pipeline and to help us decide what projects to 
fund. You don’t have to come to all meetings so even if you can only make one a term that is fine. 
 
 

Our 2018 Goals: 

 Great night of dancing at the Bush Dance 

 Successful Open Day (September) 

 Supporting the Music Room build 

 Completing upper primary playground 

 New Verandas over toilet block 

 Supporting the Class 3 building project 

 Weekly Thursday markets – money raised going straight to classroom resources 

 New Market Gazebo 

 Completing unfinished projects around school grounds 

 Keeping our school shop open throughout term 

Come along to our Annual General Meeting  

to kick off the school year! 

It will be held on the 22nd of March 2018 at 2:45pm and will be held in the Playgroup 
building and will be child friendly. We look forward to seeing you all there! 

 

Our Contact Information 
P&F Email address: silvertreepandf@gmail.com   

Mail: Pigeon Hole located in school office or send to Silver Tree Parents & Friends Association,  
695 Roland Road, Parkerville WA 6081 

Committee Members: 
President & Vice President – Andrea Trout & Peta Bridge 

Secretary – Lexie Basley 
Treasurer – Chrissy Routley Whitehead 

SAVE THE DATE! 
  

2018 OPEN DAY 

SEPTEMBER 16th 

Term 3, Week 8 
 

 

 

mailto:silvertreepandf@gmail.com
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news from the school 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

A note from Mark: 
 
“I don’t normally get this sort of contact from high schools but I thought this is a 
good one to share with you all!” 
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news from the school 

 

Perth Waldorf High School 

Information Evening 
 

 
 
 

Join Mark Phillips, Perth Waldorf High School Co-ordinator and ex-Silver Tree students at this informal 
information evening. 

Hear first-hand about the transition of our own Silver Tree Students from Primary to High School. 
Understand more about the High School Steiner Curriculum and tertiary entrance pathways. 

 
Presented by the Perth Waldorf High School Co-ordinator, Mark Phillips and past Silver Tree students. 

 
Date: Thursday 22 March 2018 

Time: 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Venue: Class 6 (Top Classroom) 

 
Please book via the Eventbrite link on:  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/perth-waldorf-high-school-information-evening-tickets-43874774632  
 

 
 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/perth-waldorf-high-school-information-evening-tickets-43874774632
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news from the school 

 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

news from the garden 

Last Wednesday our school vege garden sold over $70 of excess produce which was a wonderful result! 
This week, excess produce will be available on Friday morning and there will be watermelon, corn, 
cucumbers & zucchini once again.  Tomatoes are coming along nicely and we expect these to be ready to 
harvest in the next 3 – 4 weeks. 
 
We are planning some lasagne bed making this Friday with our first class at 8:30 if you’re keen to come 
along and help make my version of a hügelkultur lasagne bed! I’ll be making another one with Class 6 at 
11:15. 

 

  

Craft Group 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Craft Group for 2018!  We meet every Friday in Acacia 
Cottage Playgroup 8:45-12:30. Please bring your morning tea and any craft projects you are 
working on.  Tea and coffee provided and feel free to bring along your young children. 

 Term 1 Craft Programme 

9/3 - sew native animals for kindy  
16/3 - native animals continued  
23/3 - Wet felt Easter eggs 
30/3 - Good Friday Easter  
6/4 - needle felt fruit/veg for autumn table 
13/4 - BYO craft /finish projects. 
 
Debbie Targett – Craft Group Leader 
 
 

LISTENING CIRCLE – TUESDAYS 8:40am 

 
Last week’s Listening Circle was very successful, and parents had a chance to ask 
a variety of questions of Donna and myself. Car park talk can be damaging and 
can often spread untruths. We welcome you to bring anything of concern to the 
Listening Circle and encourage anyone who has questions to pop in and ask us.  
We will be available every Tuesday morning in the gazebo, it doesn’t matter 
how small (or big) your question – please come along.  
 
Hayley Spracklen  
Community Development 

The Minstrels class “seed 
saving” in Gardening. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiJxvuordnZAhUNtJQKHbQ3AowQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/363384263654074095/&psig=AOvVaw0KirVEvFojMyEnKEg1roZB&ust=1520482527140585
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Recipe corner 

If you were lucky enough to buy one the amazing HUGE zucchinis from Fiona’s 
garden box of goodies on Wednesday in the gazebo, you might be thinking: what 
can I do with this giant zucchini? Well, here is a winning dinner your family is sure 
to love! 

 

Zucchini pizza bites 
 

Ingredients: 
Fat Zucchinis 
1Tbs olive oil 
Tomato paste 
Finely grated mozzarella or any cheese 
Italian seasoning 
Salt and pepper 
Your toppings of choice, diced small: Diced ham or pepperoni, diced capsicums, pineapple, 
basil, cherry tomatoes etc 
 
 

Method: 

1. Preheat oven to 180 degrees. 
2. Cut zucchini into 1.5cm rounds 
3. Place zucchini rounds onto a large baking sheet. Drizzle olive oil over the top of the zucchinis, 

followed by salt and pepper. 
4. Place in the oven and cook for about 5 minutes. 
5. Now for your toppings!  Carefully spread tomato paste on top of your rounds, then any of 

your desired toppings.   You don’t want your pizza bites to be too heavy, so don’t over load 
with toppings.  Finish with cheese and seasoning. 

6. Bake in the oven til toppings are cooked and your cheese has melted. 

  

The Lightkeepers with some 
produce from the garden this 

week. 

Look at our harvest of 
zucchinis and corn this 

week! 

https://www.pressherald.com/2014/08/31/green-plate-special-alone-in-the-kitchen-with-a-very-very-very-large-zucchini/
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Community notices  

DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the school community. The 
carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver Tree Steiner School. 
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DISCLAIMER: The articles, advertisements and community notices in this newsletter are provided as a service to the school community. The 
carrying of an article, advertisement or community notice does not imply endorsement by Silver Tree Steiner School. 
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  Silver Tree Steiner School Calendar – Term 1, 2018 
 

Term 1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 29TH Jan 30st Jan 31st Jan 1nd Feb 2rd Feb 3th Feb 4th Feb 

 
 
 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Pupil Free 
Day 

First Day of 
School for 
Children 

   

Week 2 5th Feb 6th Feb 7th Feb 8th Feb 9th Feb 10th Feb 11th Feb 

 
 
 

  Newsletter C5 Dance 
Incursion 

   

Week 3 12th Feb 13th Feb 14th Feb 15th Feb 16th Feb 17th Feb 18th Feb 

 
 
 

C3 Parent 
Meeting 
6.30pm 

 C1 Parent 
Meeting 

    

Week 4 19th Feb 20th Feb 21st Feb 22nd Feb 23rd Feb 24th Feb 25th Feb 

 
 
 

 School Tour 
9.00am 

C2 Parent 
Meeting 
6.30pm 

Newsletter    
Bush Dance 

 

Week 5 26th Feb 27th Feb 28th Feb 1st March 2nd March 3rd March 4th March 

 
 
 

  C5 Parent 
Meeting 

 Mid-Term 
Break 

  

Week 6 5th March 6th March 7th March 8th March 9th March 10th March 11th March 

 
 
 

Mid-Term 
Break 

C6 Parent 
Meeting 

Newsletter     

Week 7 12th March 13th March 14th March 15th March 16th March 17th March 18th March 

 
 
 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

C5 Camp – 
Nanga Bushcamp 

   

Week 8 19th March 20th  March 21st  March 22nd  March 23rd  March 24th March 25th March 

 
 
 

  Newsletter PWS High 
School Talk, 

7pm 

   

Week 9 26th March 27th March 28th March 29th March 30st March 31st March 1st April 

    
 
 

EC Easter 
Festival 
11.30am 
Primary 
Easter 

Festival, 
1.30pm 

Good Friday  Easter 
Sunday 

Week 10 2nd April 3rd April 4th April 5th April 6th April 7th April 8th April 

 Easter Break Easter Break 
 
 

Newsletter  School Tour 
9.30 – 11.30 

  

Week 11 9th April 10th April 11th April 12th April 13th April 14th April 15th April 

   
 
 

  Last day of 
Term 1 

  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Monday 16th April – Friday 27st April 2018. 
Term 2 commences on Monday 30th April 
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